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Preface

I married Murtaza Bhutto in March of the year 1989. Two
souls away from their homeland, Pakistan and Lebanon united by a
dream of peace and justice for the people and the world, and a little
girl, Fatima- the indispensable link — that made up of our shared
existence, a triangle of life, love and dedication and a little boy,
Zulfikar, who came later on to fill everybody's life with joy and hope.

Murtaza could not bear the sight of his children, Fatima and
Zulfikar growing up in exile away from their homeland. On the 3™ of
November of the year 1993 he decided to return to Pakistan and find
his place in the political life of his country where he can secure a home
for his children.

On the night of the 20" of September 1996 and while returning
from a political rally in the suburbs of Karachi, several police officers
aimed at Murtaza and seven of his companions, outside our residence,
killing them all and injuring many others.

This massacre did not only touch Murtaza's children and the
families of the other victims, it also touched intellectuals, poets,
writers, political activists and the people in general on the national as
well as the international level. Unfortunately this collective show of
compassion and concern did not include the rulers of Pakistan.
Murtaza's case has been proceeding in the Pakistani courts for the last
four years with no substantial results. Ihave seen this case proceed
under three governments, Benazir's government, Nawaz Sharif's
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government and the present government. I have seen similar high
profile cases being resolved, while Murtaza's case is still lagging
behind. A tribunal set up especially for the purpose of looking into this
murder found the police officers that were present at the murder scene
guilty. The Sindth High Court found the same police officers guilty.
The absconder police officers have been reinstated in their jobs, they

I am full of hopes that the future will answer my questions.

Until then the struggle that Murtaza has started will not die
with him. [ have taken up the responsibility of nurturing all the dreams
he had for his children as well as for his Party.

Fatima, Zulfikar and myself decided to stay in Pakistan and
continue what Murtaza, and his father before him had started. A
program for the emancipation of our countrymen and women from the
shackles of the injustices and oppression and exploitations perpetuated
upon us by the neocolonial order.

We, in the Pakistan People's Party, the Movement of Shaheed
Bhutto, believe in history, and we believe that history is not charitable
to anyone. The emancipation of all the nations around the world was
the outcome of a struggle. A collective struggle is the main condition
of a change, any change.

Unless we own each other's problems, our society is going to
remain polarized and our claims are going to remain weak. The human
rights charter was not drafted until; the violations of human rights
became the collective problem of all the Western society. The child
labor could not be abolished in the West until it became the collective
problem of the society.
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The rights of women to vote could not be established in the
West, until it became the collective problem of their societies.

My colleagues and I firmly believe that a new breed of political
parties has to emerge in Pakistan, new political parties who will
represent the inspirations and aspirations of the 140 million
inhabitants of this nation and who will share the burden of saving the
country from the retrogressive trends of the fanatics as well as from
the exploitations of the imperialists and their local collaborators.

As it is apparent in the following brief, Pakistan is one
amongst the many countries, which are still suffering from the lasting
damages that the colonials have inflicted on the locals before they
evacuated their soils. We in the Pakistan People's Party of Shaheed
Bhutto have pledged to eliminate off the traces of the colonials from
our country, to usher in an era of national pride, régional stability and
justice and we will seek the support of all those nations who aspire for
the same. We shall adhere by our pledge.

Ghinwa Murtaza Bhutto.
Chairperson Pakistan People's Party,
the Movement of Shadeed Bhutto.
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SYNOPSIS OF HISTORY OF PAKISTAN

Historical Back Ground:

1- British rule of the subcontinent established under the sovereign
Queen Victoria — 1858.

2- Period of establishment of governance.

3- Emergence of Indian National Congress under leadership of
Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru — 1929.

4-Foundation of the Muslim League led by Mr. Jinnah, 1937.
5- Causes leading to partition of Indian subcontinent.
6- Partition 1947 “The bloodiest transfer of population in history”.

7- State of affairs in India / Pakistan post partition.

The Identity problem:

1) Territorial divide, East and west Pakistan, amalgam of a multi
ethnic, multi lingul nation.

2) Rule by West Pakistan over East Pakistan on the basis of colonial
structured governance.

3) 1971 war, emergence of Bangladesh.

4) Pakistan, post 1971, government headed by elected Prime Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, overthrown by military coup d’état and
executed in 1979 after an unfair trial.

5) Problems faced by government post / pre 1971.

6) Military dictatorship 1977 — 1989.
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Decade of Elected Governemts.

1- 1988- 1999- Four general elections

Benazir Bhutto, elected twice and removed before completion of
both terms on charges of mismanagement, misconduct.

Mr. Nawaz Sharif elected twice — government dismissed once —
heading the government of Pakistan at present (1999).

Interim governments headed by technocrats, established to cover
90 days period for re-election.

Rise of federal power/ emergence of ethnic, fundamentalist/
criminal force-nuclear explosion/ economic crises.

The PPP (SB) and the Crisis of Pakistan

1) Reasons for current crises: Historical alienation of people due to
high concentration of power on a federal level, resultant in non-
cooperation between people and state apparatus.

2) Solution: devolution of power.

3) Aims and objectives: Genuine democracy at the lowest level of
governance.

4) Stand: for human rights as a whole entity for the entire citizenry.

Kashmir and relations with India

1) Post partition dispute over Kashmir: United Nation has ruled

that a plebiscite should be held and the Kashmiries given the
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choice to join India or Pakistan. Since 1948 the matter stands

unresolved.

2) Normalisation of ties between both countries is welcomed.

The Nuclear Issue

We stand for total elimination of nuclear weapons.

Pakistan Peoples's Party

Brief background Note on the situation in Pakistan

Historical

By 1858, Britain had completed the conquest of India with
Queen Victoria as its sovereign and had relieved the East India
Company of the rights of governance. The British, through a large
number of laws, introduced a new system of justice, a new system of
taxation, new modes of transportation and communication, prescribed
English as the official language and built universities and colleges.
The British queen governed India through an elite civil service backed
by an army exclusively officered by the British.

In 1909 and 1919, the British government started taking steps
to associate Indians in partial consultative, partial legislative processes
at various levels of governance- the Center, Province, City and
District. Members of the newly created councils were nominated as
some were elected through a restricted franchise. However, the
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ultimate authority to govern and legislate rested with the British
authorities.

Between 1858 and 1919, Indians has laid the foundations of
their political organisations. They were motivated by three different
nationalisms- the Hindu, the Muslim and Indian nationalism.
Although they widely differed among themselves, their political goal
was "dominion status” for India, within the British empire, like that of

Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

In the decade of the twenties of this century, widespread and
bloody rioting took place among the Hindus and the Muslims.
Hundreds were killed and thousands were injured. The political
distance between the Hindus and the Muslims widened and
simultaneously, the decade saw the strengthening of the India

nationalism under the banner of the Indian National Congress.

In 1929, the Indian National Congress, the leadership of
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru abandoned the goal of "dominion
status” and adopted in its place the goal of complete independence
from the British rule. The Congress, although largely made up of
Hindus has some important Muslim leaders in it and claimed to
represent the entire people of India.

By 1937, Mohammad Ali Jinnah had assumed the leadership
of Muslim nationalism and in 1940, his political orgnisation, the
Muslim league, adopted the establishment of an independent Pakistan
as its goal. The elections held in 1946 established Jinnah as the

spokesman of the overwhelming majority of the Muslims of India.
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After World War I, the British machinery of government had
started weakening under the pressure of the nationalist forces of India.
By the end of World War II, the huge bureaucratic apparatus of the
state, which was largely Indian by now, as well as the Indian army,
much enlarged during the war, could no longer be trusted for its
loyalty to the British crown. In 1947, the British decided to partition
the subcontinent into India Pakistan and leave.

The creation of the new states of India and Pakistan resulted in
the largest ever and the bloodiest transfer of population in history.
Millions of Muslims left India and migrated to the new state of
Pakistan and millions of Hindus and Sikhs left Pakistan for India.
Nearly a million lives were lost and 10 million became refugees in

both the countries.

The British left India but the problems of governance which
had forced their departure continued to linger on, albeit, in a more
intense for: in Pakistan than in India. The colonial pattern of political
dominatic *. social subjugation and economic exploitation which had
stocked the fires of nationalism in British India kept burning in
Pakistan. Its rulers changed nothing of the colonial system of
governance which delegated the entire executive power to the salaried
apparatus of the state consisting of civil servants and the army and
which wielded political power in its own tradition and as of legal
right. In practice, anything said against the working of the apparatus of
the state was deemed to have been said against the sate. In the first
phase of their exercise of state power in Pakistan, the civil servants
dismissed prime ministers, dissolved assemblies and even abrogated
the constitution. In 1958, the military assumed exclusive control and
imposed martial law.
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The Identity Problem

The eastern and western parts of India where Muslims were in
a majority formed the new state of Pakistan. The territory of Pakistan
was divided into two wings, more than 1600 km apart, separated by
Indian territory. The eastern wing was inhabitated by Bengali speaking
Muslims who constituted 52% percent of the population and in the
western wing lived Punjabis, Sindhis, Pathans, Balochies among
others.

The ruling elite of the western wing of Pakistan established an
internal colonial structure and exploited the eastern wing as the British
had done with India as a whole and with the same result. The eastern
wing of Pakistan exploded into a massive agitation for autonomy
bordering on independence which the Pakistan military tried to
suppress with brute force. Indian forces intervened to help the
secessionist forces. The 1971 war with India ensued which Pakistan
lost and Bangladesh emerged as new sovereign state.

Despite the fact that the government of what was left of
Pakistan after the 1971 war, was a government elected on the basis of
universal adult franchise and was headed by a charismatic and popular
leader, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, it survived only its first term of five years.
In 1977, immedialtely after Bhutto was elected for a second term, his
government was overthrown by another military coup d'etat. Bhutto
was executed by the military in an unfair trial in 1979.

Neither the martial laws of Ayoub Khan and Yahya Khan in
the pre- 1971 Pakistan, nor the democratically elected government of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto could peacefully cope with the ethnic based
nationalistic demands in the post- 1971 Pakistan. Prime Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto carried out unsuccessful military operations
against the Baloch people (1973- 1977). General Ziaul Haq had to face

11



Pakistan People's Party (SB)

massive public protest in Sindh in 1984, carried out under the banner
of the Movement for the Restoration of Democracy.

Decade of Elected Governements

The military dictator Ziaul Haq ruled over Pakistan from 1977
to 1988, until he died in a plane crash. A retired senior civil servant
who was serving the military dictator as Chairman of the Senate,
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, and Chief of the Army Staff, General Mirza
Aslam Beg, who succeeded Ziaul Haq decided to hold elections and
not to impose martial law.

Since 1988, four general elections have been held in Pakistan.
In the 1988 general elections, Ms Benazir Bhutto emerged as Prime
Minister. She was unceremoniously dismissed ‘by President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan after a brief period on charges of mismanagement and
misconduct. The 1990 general elections brought Mr. Nawaz Sharif
into power. His government was also dismissed by president Ghulam
Ishag Khan on charges similar to those levied to dismiss Ms Benazir
Bhutto. Nawaz Sharif successfully appealed before the Supreme Court
of Pakistan against his dismissal. He was reinstated by the court but
could not last.

This time both the Prime Minister and the President resigned
their offices in 1993. An unknown, unelected, former vice president of
the World Bank emerged from nowhere to become care-taker prime
minister to carry out economic reforms according to the programme of
the World Bank and the IMF" and to hold general elections. The 1993
general elections once again put Ms Benazir Bhutto as prime minister.
She got one of her party-members Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari

*
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elected as president of Pakistan. The arrangement did not last long.
President Leghari dismissed prime minister Benazir Bhutto on charges
of misconduct and mismanagement. The 1997 general elections made
— Mr. Nawaz Sharif prime minister once again but within a year, a
serious constitutional crisis raised its head which resulted in the
resignation of president Leghari along with that of Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, Sajjad Ali Shah.

The major political, social and economic trends during the
last decade are:

e high concentration of political power of the federal
government

e great rise in political demands of ethnic forces
e rise of fundamentalist forces

e unstable governments and deteriorating law and order
situation, phenomenal rise in corruption in high places
and police brutality

¢ nuclear explosions
e great rise in crime and violation of human rights

e Precipitous adoption of the policy of privatization,
deregulation resulting in large scale disinvestment of
public assets at throw away prices and highly coslty
foreign investments

¢ Economic stagnation

e Inability of government to meet the targets of tax
collection and foreign and national debt servicing.
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The PPP (SB) and the Crisis of Pakistan

The PPP (SB) believes that the crisis in Pakistan, briefly
outlined above is rooted in the historical pattern of governance in
South Asia.

Pakistan's case is not unique. There are other countries which
have had post 1947 history different from that of Pakistan. However,
the conditions of governance in India, and Sri Lanka are no different.
Bangladesh won independence twice and conditions there are no
better. These countries suffer from the same malignancy which is that
they have a common system of governance. The apparatus of state in
the subcontinent is withering away. During the last fifty years it has
steadily deteriorated. It is a colonial apparatus of state. It was invented
for the political subjugation of the people so that they can be
politically subjugated and economically exploited.

The governments of the subcontinent did not change; the
British built colonial system. Independence meant little for the people.
Only the masters got changed. Instead of white rulers, the people got
brown rulers. The subjugation and exploitation has continued.

The alienation between the people and the apparatus of the
state is total. The people refuse to help the police in tracing a criminal
or curbing crime. They refuse to give evidence before a court of law.
They refuse to pay taxes and avoid paying government bills and land
revenue. They are reluctant to return money borrowed from state
financial institutions. They consider state property to be alien property.
They occupy and usurp state land whenever they can. Their mobs
attack government vehicules, smash traffic lights, put police stations
on fire whenever they can. There is hardly any sphere of life where
non cooperation between the apparatus of the state and the people is
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not deliberate. To hack away the sate they cooperate only in bribery
and corruption.

The PPP (SB) believes that there has been no shortage of
experimentation on the part of the Pakistani rulers to put the country
on the path of progress and prosperity. They have changed
constitutions, abrogated constitutions and made new constitutions.
They have made radical changes in the constitution of the country at
least 12 times. They have also run the country under martial law for
twenty four years. They have had 17 changes of Prime Ministers and
experiments with of all types of strong and weak men — feudals,
professionals, bureaucrats, military men.

The only thing the rulers of Pakistan have not done is to
transfer state power to the people. The PPP (SB) stands for
maximum transfer of power to the districts, tehsils, talukas,
villages and neighborhoods. We want genuine democracy at the
lowest social level.

We stand for transfering economic power to the people so that
they can spend their own money and have the power of accountability.

We want all linguistic, recial,-religious ethnic groups to have
all the rights for their cultural development.

We stand for full-fledged human rights-political economic,
social and cultural. We want an end to oppression against women,
children and minorities.

Kashmir and Relations with India

Within months following the partition, India and Pakistan got
locked into a bloody dispute over the territory of the state of Jammu
and Kashmir formerly under a Maharajah. There was a brief war. India
took the case to the United Nations which ruled that a plebiscite
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should be held and the Kashmiris given a chance to decide whether
they should join India or Pakistan.

The cold war between the United States and USSR descended
upon the subcontinent. Pakistan entered into military alliances with the
US as well as with Iran and Turkey in the west and the South East
Asia Treaty organisations. In the east India became "non-aligned",
won aid and sympathy from the USSR, reneged on its agreement to
the UN plebiscite in Kashmir. The dispute has remained unresolved
during the last 52 years has been in the way of India and Pakistan
establishing normal civilised relations with each other.

We welcome the efforts of the people and governments of
Pakistan and India for normalisation of relations between the two

countries.

The Nuclear Issue

We stand for total elimination of nuclear weapons.

8 May, 1999
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