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Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto who is the host at the
Islamic Summit Conference has been in active polities in Pakistansince
1954. In October, 1958 he became Pakistan’s Commerce Minister
at the age of 30—the youngest ever Federal Minister in his country’s
history. ¥

His deep interest in polities and in international affairs dates
back from his student days. His father, Shah Nawaz Bhutto, was a
prominent leader of the South Asian subcontinent and played a key
rolein the separation of Sind from Bombay Presidency—a dev elopment
which later made possible the establishment of Pakistan whose founder,
Quaid-i-Azam Mahomed Ali Jinnah, was a friend of the Bhutto
family and an ‘idol of Zulfikar Ali. Bhutto the student, served his
applcntlccshlp in politics in Bombay by taking part in the Pakistan
movement for a separate Muslim homeland in thc subcontinent.

After hinishing his high school in Bombay, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
went to the Unltcd States where he enrolled in the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles in 1947 and later in 1949 trans-
ferred to the University of California in Berkeley. An activist student,
he soon began to use the college forums to discuss mtu'natlonal
issues. One of his earliest A(I(Ircsscs was on The Islamic Heritage; in
it he sald in April 1948 to a Los Anucles audience, ‘I onh want to
tell you of the Islam that was a l)urnlng light yesterday, the ember
that it is today and the celestial flame of tomorrow, for ‘that is how I
envisage the future of Islam.”’

This vision of Islam has guided Zulfikar Ali Bhutto both in the



formulation ot his domestic and foreign policies; giving his Pakistan
People’s Party, with its Manifesto based on the Islamic principles of
social justice, an overwhelming clectoral victory in 1970-71, the
Pakistan Government a cardinal principle in the conduct of its torcign
policy, and to Pakistan, the honour of being the host to the Islamic
Summit Conference.

From Berkeley, Zulhkar Ali Bhutto graduated in 1950 in
Political Science with Honours. He studied Jurisprudence under the
famous jurist Professor Hans Kelsen. He then went to Christ Church
College at Oxtord University where in 1952 he got his M A. Honours
in ]urlsprudcnu' A vear later he was called to the Bar at Lincoln’s
Inn, and was then appomtcd Lecturer in International Law at the
Um\ersnty ot Southampton. On his return to Pakistan in 1954, he
taught Constitutional Law at the Sind Muslim Law College in Karachi
and also practised as a barrister at the West Pakistan High Court in
Karachi (1954-58). Despite his successtul debut as a lawver and
professor he was not able to devote much time to law because of his
political activities in the interior of Sind.

In 1948 Zulhkar Ali Bhutto was appointed as Minister in the
Government of President Ayub Khan. He won clections to the Na-
tional Asscml)ly of Pakistan from Larkana in 1962 under the Basic
Democracies system, and served in successive cabinets till 1966 when
he resigned as Foreign Minister following policy ditferences with
Ayub Khan. During " eight years as Minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
held many portiohoe such as Lommcr(c' Fuel, Power and Natural
Resources; Kashmir AHairs; National Reconstruction and Informa-
tion: Tourlsm; Minority Aftairs and, finally, from 1963, ot Foreign

Affairs.

Even before his appointment as Commerce Minister in 1948,
Zulhkar Ali Bhutto had made his mark in foreign altairs as his contribu-
tions at international conferences showed. In 1947 he had represented
Pakistan at the United Nations General Assembly. Next year he led
the Pakistan delegation to the United Nations Conference in Geneva
on the Law of the Sea. Even as a Cabinet Minister, betore he took
over the portfolio of Forcign Afairs, he had adoptcd policies which
had a profound eftect on Pakistan’s lclatlons with other countries; as
Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural Resources, he led Pakistan’s
(lelegation to Moscow to negotiate an Oil Agreement with the Soviet
Union in 1960, this being Pakistan’s first agreement with the Soviet



Union for economic collaboration. Mr. Bhutto led the Pakistan dele-
gation in 1962-63 for six rounds of talks with India on the Jammu
an(l Kashmir dispute and was Chairman of the Pakistan delegation to
the United Nations General Assembly in 1959 and 1960. “After he
became Foreign Minister in 1963 he again led the Pakistan delegation
to the UN General Assembly in lc)b;, 1964 and 196¢, and to several
crucial meetings of the Sculrlt) Council.

Some of the signihicant achievements of Mr. Zulhkar Ali Bhutto
(|unnu his tenure as Foreign Minister were his signing in Peking in
196;, the boundary aurccmcnt between I’al\lstan and the I’coplc s
Republic of China, an(l the conclusion in the tollowing vear of .
boundary agreement with Burma. Later, in April 1964, Zulhl\al All
Bhutto led thc Pakistan dcelegation to tlu Forcign Ministers’ meeting
tor the Second Atro-Asian Conterence at Jakarta. Two months later,
he plaved an important role in the fruition of the agreement at Istanbul
for Regional Co-operation tor Development (R.C.D.) between Iran,
Turkey and Pakistan. In July 1964, he attended the Afro-Asian Foreign
Ministers’ Conterence in Algeria, and also represented Pakistan at tlu
Summit Conference in Cairo l)ct\\ cen Pakistan, United Arab Republic,
Indonesia and the People’s Republic of China.

In 1966, after the Tashkent Conterence, Mr. Zulﬁkar Ali
Bhutto resigned trom the Avub Government. On December 1, 1967
Mr. Zuthar Ali Bhutto formed the Pakistan People’s Party \\lth the
following motto: .

1. Islam is our Faith

2. Democracy is our Polity
3 Socialism is our Economv
4. All Power to the P(‘()l)lt:

Believing that the regime was out of step with the masses on all
national issues— social, cconomic and political, Mr. Bhutto led the
movement of the pcoplo against the regime of Av ub Khan in 1968.
In an attempt to stop his movement, the regime imprisoned Mr. Bhutto
in November 1968,

Elections were held in December 1970 on the  basis  of
adult franchise. The counting of ballots showed that Mr. Bhutto's
party had broken through thc tribal voting pattern; awakened the
people and made them un(lmsmn(l how socio-economic reforms would



revolutionise  their lives; and swept the polls in West Pakistan,
winning 82 of the 138 gencral scats for West Pakistan in the National
Asscml)l\ and 144 of the joo general seats in the provincial assemblies
of the Punjab, Sind, NWEFP and Baluchistan. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was
clected from the 1 _ahmc, Multan, Larkana, Badin and Thatta consti-
tuencices,

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto assumed the reins of government as President
at the age of 44 on December 20, 1971 when Yahya Khan vacated oftice
in the huc of mounting public anger which followed the country’s
dismemberment as a result of India’s armed involvement in Pakistan's
internal affairs. Mr. Bhutto took over as Chietf Martial Law Adminis-
trator but set to work immediately to call the National Assembly into
session and as the Arst step to give the country an interim constitution
to replace Martial Law, When the National Assembly met in April
1972, he was elected its President. With the adoptlon of an interim
constitution he lifted Martial Law and was given a unanimous vote of
conhdence as the head of state and chiet executive of Pakistan,

[n the post-war conference in Simla, six months later, Zultikar
Ali Bhutto won back at the negotiating table virtually all that the
1971 war had cost West Pal\lstan mdudmu §,000 square miles of
territory, without compromising In.s country’s position on Kashmir.

Although the Pakistan People’s Party had the support of more
than two- thlrds of the National Asscml)l\ and could have got the
a|)|)|()\a| ot this constitution- mal\mu l)()gl\' to its proposals f()l the
permanent constitution, it refrained from (Iomo so. Instead, it sought a
consensus on the constitution and for this purpose held negotiations
with all the other political parties and groups lcprcscnted in the
National Assembly. Thus the Constitution was passed unanimously.
Under it Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was elected Prime Minister on August 12,
1973 and assumed this othce two davs later.

The cause of the people of Palestine has al\\ms been close to
Zulbkar Ali Bhutto. At a press conference in Teheran on October 18,
1973 he said:

“From the beginning of the Palestinian contlict in 1948, we
have 0\|)rcss0(l our s()ll(larlt\ with the Arab position. We have
taken a constant and historical position on this conflict in con-
formity with the universally recognised international principles.”



At the outbreak of the Arab-Isracl war in October 1973, he
again emphatically supported the Arab cause. At a meceting of the
Chleh of Staft of the Pakistan Army, Navv and Air Force on October

, he said:

“We would do whatever we can within our resources to be of
assistance to the just cause of the Arab people, which we
uphold dearly and consider to be a part of our own struggle.
Pakistan has always supported the Arab cause because it is a
just cause and we have uncompromisingly upheld our position
in support of the just Arab cause. There was a conflict at the
time when Isracl was created; there was another war in 1956
and then in 1967, This is the fourth war that has raged in the
Middle East. When the contlict arose I immediately summ()ncd
all the Arab envoyvs in Pakistan and I made it quite clear to them
that Pakistan, as an Islamic State, as an ideological state, will
always uphold the principles of justice and cqum uncompro-
mlslnsJ\, uns\\cr\ln(rl\ and un\\a\mnwl\ ;and that we would
do whatever we can” within our ||m|tv(| capacity to be ol
assistance in bringing about justice.”

Zulfkar Ali Bhutto is tond ot art and literature. When time
permits he succumbs to a passion tor reading books on history and
current events. He has written many books, among them: The M\th
of Independence; The Law of the Cease-Fire; The l’ollllcal Situation
in Pakistan; The Great Tragedy; Pakistan and the Alliances; Peace
Keeping by thc UN and Politics of the People.
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