
A Profile 

Llll HKA R Al I 

BHUTTO 
PIW,11 11 IS I J It <>I I' \Kl I \ 

Prime Minister Zulfikar Ii Bhutto who i the ho·t at th 
Islamic ummit Conference has b en in active politic in Pakistan inc' 
1 954. In Octob 'r, 1958 h becam Paki tan's ommer Mini ter 
at the age of 30-the younge t ever d ral Minist r in hi ountr 's 
histor . 

His de 'P int rest in politi • and in international affair· dates 
ba ·k from his tucl nt da . His father, hah lawaz Bhutto wa a 
prominent leader of the outh A ian ubcontin nt and played a k 
role in the separation of ind from Bombay Pr id n y-a d elopm nt 
which later made po ible thee tabli hment of Paki tan who e found r, 
Quaicl-i-Azam Maham d Ali Jinnah, v a a Fri nd of th Bhutto 
famil, and an idol of Zulfikar Ii. Bbutto the tud nt, erv d hi 
apprentic hip in politic. in Bomba b taking part in th Paki tan 
n10vement for a 'parate Mu lim homeland in the ubcontin nt. 

Fter fini ·hing his high school in Bomba,, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
went to th United tat wh r h nro]I d in the Univer ity of 
outh rn alifornia in Lo ng I in 1 947 and lat r in 1949 tran -

fc rred to th" University of alifornia in Berkel n a ti i t tud nt, 
h' ·oon began to u ·e the col leg Forum to discus international 
i ·ue . ne of hi earl ie t addr se wa on The Islamic Herita9e; in 
it he aid in pril 1 948 to a Lo· Angele audience, ''I on] want to 
t '11 ou of the I lam that wa a burning light e t rda , the mb r 
that it i toda and th" le tial flame of tomorro\ , for that i how I 
envi age the Futur' of I lam.'' 

This i ion of I lam ha guid cl Zulfikar Ali Bhutto both in th 
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formulation of his doml'stic and foreign policies; gi,ing his Pakistan 
People's Party, with its Manifesto bas .... ed on the Ist1111it.:--principles of 
social justice, an o,erwhelming electoral dcton· in 1970-71, the 
Pakistan Gon·rnnwnt a cardinal J)rinciple in the n;nduct of its foreign 
po1icy, and to Pakistan, the honour of being the host to the Islamic 
Summit Conference. 

From Herkele\', Zulhkar Ali Hhutto graduated in ll){O in 
Political Science with Honours. He studied J~risprudence under the 
famous jurist Professor Hans Kelsen. He then went to Christ Church 
College at Oxford Uni,ersit, where in 19p lw got his M.A. Honours 
in Ju1~isprudence. A )ear later lw was called t<~ the Har at Lincoln's 
Inn, and w.1s then appointed Lecturer in International Law at the 
UniH·rsity of Southampton. On his n·turn to Pakistan in 1 'H4, lw 
taught Constitutional Law at the Sill<I Muslim Law College in Karachi 
and also practised as a barrister at the West Pakistan High Court in 
Karachi ( 19 H-{8). Despite his successful debut as a lawyl'r and 
professor he was not able to de,ote much time to law because of his 
political acth·ities in the interior of Sill<I. 

In 195"8 Zulhkar Ali Hhutto was appointed as Minister in thl' 
Go,ernmcnt of President Avub Khan. He won elections to the Na­
tional Assemblv of Pakistan· from Larkana in 1962 under tlw Hasic 
Democracies s;stern, and sened in successin· cabinets till 1 966 "hen 
he resigned a~ foreign Minister foUowing polin· differences with 
Avuh Khan. During l~is eight \'ears as Min .... ister, Zulhkar Ali Hhutto 
IH:ld many portfoli~s, sud~ as ..,Comnwn:e; Fuel, Pcm er and Natural 
Resources; Kashmir Alfairs; National Reconstruction and Informa­
tion; Tourism; Minorit, Affairs and, hnall)·, from 1963, of Foreign 
Affairs. 

hl·n bl'fon· his appointment as Comml'rce Minister in 1 ,g8, 
Zulhkar Ali Bhutto had made his marl in foreign affairs as his contribu­
tions at international confcrences showed. In~ 9 p lw had represented 
Pakistan at the United Nations General Assl'mbh·. Nl'xt war lw led 
the Pakistan delegation to the United Nations Cc;nfon·nn: in Gem·,·a 
on the Law of th~, Sea. l-:\'en as a Cabinet Minister, before he took 
o,er the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, he had adopted policies which 
had .1 profound effect on Pakistan's relations with other countries; as 
Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural Resources, lw led Pakistan's 
delegation to Moscow to negotiate an Oil Agreement with the Sodet 
Union in 1 960, this lwin2' P,1kistan 's first agreenwnt with the SO\·ict 
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Union for economic collaboration. Mr. Hhutto le<l the Pakistan dele­
!!;ation in 1962-6 3 for six rounds of talks with India on the Jammu 
~nd Kashmir dispute and was Chairman of the Pakistan delegation to 
the United Nations General Assembh· in 19 ~9 and 1 960. After lw 
becanw i-:on·ign Minister in 1 96 3 he again led the Pakistan delegation 
to the UN Gl~neral Assemblv in 1 96 3 ,~ 1 964 and 1 96 ~, and to s~·n·ral 
crucial meetings of the Sl'Cl;rity Counci I. 

Some of the si!!;nihcant achinenwnts of Mr. Zulhkar Ali Bhutto 
during his tenure a/Foreign Minister were his signing in Pl·king in 
1 96 3 ,~ the boundary agree~nent lwt\\ l'en Pakistan~ ancl the Peo1~le 's 
H.qrnblic of China, and the conclusion in the following year of a 
boundary agreement with Hurma. Latl·r, in April 1 964, Zullikar Ali 
Bhutto led the Pakistan delegation to the i-:oreign Ministers' meeting 
for the Second Afro-Asian C~mference at Jakart~1. Two months latl'1:--, 
he played an important role in the fruition of tlw agreement at Istanbul 
for Regional Co-01wration for Dnelopnwnt (R.C.D.) between Iran, 
Turkev and Pakistan. In Juh 1 96 ~, he attended the Afro-Asian h,reign 
Ministl·rs' Conference in A.lgeria, and also represented Pakistan at tlw 
Summit Conference in Cairo between Pakistan, tlnitcd Arab Republic, 
Indom·sia and the People's Republic of China. 

In 1 966, after the Tashkl·nt Conference, Mr. Zulhkar Ali 
Hhutto resigned from the A nib Gmcrnnwnt. On Decemlwr 1, 1 967 
Mr. Zulfika~- Ali Hhutto fon~1ed the Pakistan People's Part,· with the 
following motto: 

I. 

2. 

Islam is our Faith 
lkmocracv is our Polit, 
Socialism ·is our 1-:conoi;n 
All Pc)\\cr to the Peopll: 

Helining that the regime \\as out of step with the masses on all 
national issues- social, l'conomic and political, Mr. Hhutto led the 
mo,eml·nt of the people against the regime of Ayub Khan in 1968. 
In an attempt to stop his mmenwnt, the regime imprisoned Mr. Hhutto 
in Nmemlwr 1 968. 

Elections \\ere lwld in lkcemlwr 1970 on the basis of 
adult franchise. The counting of ballots showed that Mr. Hhutto's 

l>artv had broken throuuh tl~e tribal ,otino 1>attern; awakened the ., ~ b 

people and made them understand he)\\ socio-economic reforms "ould 
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n·,olutionise their lin.·s; and swept the polls in West Pakistan, 
winning 8 2 of the 1 3 8 general seats for West Pakistan in the National 
Asseml~ly and 144 of th~ 300 general scats in the pro\'incial assemblies 
of tlw Punjab, Simi, NWi-:P and Baluchistan. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was 
elected from the Lahore, Multan, Larkana, Badin and Thatta consti­
tuencies. 

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto assumed the reins of gO\ernment as President 
at tlw age of 44 on lkccmlwr 20, 1971 when Yahya Khan \'acated office 
in the face of mounting public anger which follO\,\'ed the country's 
dismemlwrment as a result of India's armed in\'ol\'ement in Pakistan's 
internal affairs. Mr. Bhutto took o,er as Chief Martial Law Adminis­
trator hut set to work imnwdiateh· to call the National Assemblv into 
session and as the first step to gin· ·the country an interim constitution 
to replace Martial La\\. When the National Assembly met in April 
1972, he was elected its President. With the adoption of an interim 
constitution lw lifted Martial Law and was gi\'en a unanimous ,ore of 
confidence as the head of state and chief ex~ecutin· of Pakistan. 

In the post-war conference in Simla, six months later, Zulfikar 
Ali Hhutto \\Oil hack at the 1wgotiatin!,! table drtuallv all that the 
1971 war had cost West Pakist;n, incl~1ding ~.ooo scjuare miles of 
territory, without compromising his country's position on Kashmir. 

Although the Pakistan People's Party had the support of more 
than two-thirds of the National Assembly and could ha\'e got the 
apprm al of this constitution-making hoc..ly to its proposals for the 
permanent constitution, it refrained from doing so. Instead, it sought a 
consensus on the constitution and for this purpose held negotiations 
with all the other political parties and groups represented in the 
National Assembly. Thus tlw Constitution was passed unanimously. 
Under it Zulfikar Ali Bhutto \\as elected Prime Minister on August 1 2, 

1 97 3 and assumed this office two days later. ~ 

Tlw cause of the people of Palestine has alw,1ys been close to 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. At a press conference in Teheran on October 18, 

1 9 7 3 lw said : 

'• i-:rom the lwginning of the Pall·stinian conHict in 1948, we 
han· expresselour s~lidarity with the Arab position. We haw 
taken a constant and historical position on this conflict in con­
formit~· "ith the unin•r-;ally recognised international principles." 
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At thl' outbrl'ak of thl' Arab-Isral'I war in October 197 J, lw 
again l'mphatically supportl'd thl' Arab causl'. At a ml'l'ting of thc 
Chief-; of Staff of thl' Pakistan Army, Na,y and Air hirn· on October 
1 1, he said: 

"Wl' would do whatl'\Tr we can \\ithi11 our resources to lw of 
assistance to the just cause of the Arab people, \\hich \\t'. 
uphold dearly and considt·r to lw a part of our o\\ n struggle. 
Pakistan has always supportcd thc Arab causc lwcausc it is a 
just cause and we ha,t· tmcompromisingly uphcld our position 
in support of thc just Arab causc. Thcrc \\Js a co111lict at thc 
time when Isracl \\as created; thcrc \\,ls ,rnotlwr \\,11" in 19~6 
and then in 1967. This is the fourth war that has ragcd in thc 
Middle East. Whcn the conflict arose I imnwdiateh· ~ummoned 
all the Arab t·nniys in Pakistan and I made it c1uite c"it·ar to them 
that Pakistan, as an Islamic State, as an ideological state, will 
always uphold the principles of justicc and e9~iit~ uncompro­
misingly, unswt•n-ingh· and unw,n,cringh·; and that wc would 
do ")1,;te,cr Wl' ca~,- within our limit.cd capacity to lw or 
assistance in bringing about justicc." 

Zullikar Ali Hhutto is fond of art and literature. Whcn time 
permits he succumbs to a passion for reading hooks on histor~ and 
current en·nts. He has writtcn 111am hooks, among them: The Mvth 
of Independence; Thl' Law of the c·l·ase-hre; Thc~Political Situation 
in Pakistan; The Gn•,H Trage<h·; Pakistan and the Alliances; Peace 
Keeping by thc UN and Politics ~>f the People. 
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