


tanis ruled vast arcas of the subcontinent—stretching trom Kabul in
the West to Bengal in the East and from Kashmir in the North to the
Deccan in the South.  They lett behind a rich cultural heritage and
a highl_\' developed system of civil and revenue administration which
reached its zenith under the Moghul Empire, tounded in the 1eth
century.,

The decline of the Moghul Empire in the r9th century was
precipitated by the arrival of the British on the South Asian scene
leading to a chain of events culminating in the conquest of the sub-
continent and its annexation to the British Empire. There had been
stirrings of discontent and revolt among Muslims subjected to exploita-
tion and domination, and Muslims were in the foretront of the war of
liberation in 1857, The failure of that great struggle and the exile of
the last Moghul emperor marked the total decline of Muslim intlu-
ence. For nearly half a century, Muslims as a community retired into
their shell.

It was not until the beginning of the 20th century that the
Muslim resurgence l)cgan. In 1906, the All-India Muslim League was
founded in Dacca to work tor constitutional safeguards for Indian
Muslims against encroachments from three times as many Hindus in
the country. By the end of the thirties, it had become obvious that
there was no possibility of a meaningtul scttlement ot the Hindu-
Muslim problem. At the All-India Muslim League Conference in
Allahabad in 1930, Allama Mohammad Iqbal gave the hrst concrete
tormulation of the idea of Pakistan when he declared: “*The forma-
tion of a consolidated North West Indian Muslim State appears to me
to be the hnal destiny of the Muslims, at least of North West India.™
Igbal’s proposal found a responsive echo in Muslim Bengal, and the
political goal of the Muslims was tinally spelt out on March 23, 1940

with the adoption of the Pakistan Resolution at a historic session of

the Muslim League in Lahore—a city reminiscent of Muslim glory
and now the venue of the Islamic Summit, which marks another
cpochal event in Muslim history. The crucial clause of the Lahore
resolution had demanded that the north-castern and north-western

parts of the subcontinent, where Muslims were in a preponderant



majority, be constituted into independent homelands for them. In
1947, the departing British conceded the Muslim demand for a separate
sovereign state. Pakistan and India emerged as independent countrices

in the South Asian subcontinent on 14 and 1§ August, respectively.

The death of the founder of Pakistan in September 1948 and
that of the hrst Prime Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, three vears later in
October, 1951, lett a void which the nation found ditheult to hll.
The country gradually began to slide into political chaos and  this
provided a pretext for Army Chiet Avub Khan to oust the politicians
and install himselt in othee in October, 1958, In 1962, he pr()mulgatv(l
a constitution which tended to concentrate too much power in his
hands and that ot the excecutive. Years of authoritarian rule followed

and conditions in the country continued to deteriorate.

A simmering discontent against the Ayub Khan regime burst
out into an open movement spearheaded I))' Mr. Zultkar Ali Bhutto
and his People’s Party in 1969, Compelled to bow out of oftice, Mr.
Avub Khan handed over the reins of Government to Armv Chicet
Yahya Khan instcad of the Speaker of National Assembly as laid down

in his own 1962 constitution.

General Yahva Khan abrogated the constitution and reimposed
martial law. Simultancously, he promised clections to a National
Assembly whose hirst task would be to frame a workable constitution.
Elections were held in December, 1970, In the East, the Awami League
headed by Mr. Mujibur Rehman won by an overwhelming majority.
In the West, the Pakistan People’s Party headed by Mr. Zulbkar Ali
Bhutto won a landslide victorv. Neither party had anv representation
in the other wing, and the problems of the resulting constitutional
deadlock were compounded by the outbreak of a civil war in Fast
Pakistan aided and abetted by an international conspiracy. The country
was subjected to direct military aggression in December 1971 and its

castern h{l“" was S(‘\‘(‘I'(‘(I as a c()nquucm‘v.

It was against this background that Mr. Bhutto, as the leader
of the Pakistan People’s Party, was called upon to assume the othee

of President. On December 20, 1971 he undertook the tormidable



task ot **picking up the pieces, very small pieces™ and to initiate pro-
cesses which would produce an environment of peace. Reconstruction
had to be started simultancously on several tronts, at home and abroad.
A number of revolutionary social and economic retorms inspired by the
Islamic concept of social justice were introduced. Pakistan’s new
Constitution proclaiming a federal, democratic Islamic Republic was
unanimously adopted on April 10, 1973. As the tundamental law of
the land, the constitution makes it binding on the State to strive for
the establishment ot an cgalitarian society at home, preserve and
strengthen the fraternal relations among Muslim-countries based on

Islamic unity, and promote international peace and security.

BASIC INFORMATION

Arca: 310,403 square miles
810,408 squarc kilometres

Highest Peaks: K-2 (28,250 feet). The 2nd highest peak in the
world.

Nanga Parbat (26,660 tect)
Rakhaposhi (25,550 feet)
Trich Mir (25,230 feet)

Principal Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi and Sutlej.
Population:: 64,892,000 (1972)

Climate: Situated between the 20 and 40 degrees North lati-
tude at approximately the same latitude  as Algerm Pakistan has
three well-defined seasons; winter, summer and the monsoons (the
am_y scason).

Winter is very harsh in certain parts of Pakistan but it is generally
dry.  The summer starts towards the middle of April and tlu tempe-
raturc in the plains can reach upto 120 degrees fahrenheit in the three
subsequent months.  The rainy scason lasts from July to September
and average rainfall is 10 inches in the plains and 6o inches in the hills.

Capital : The capital is Islamabad



CONSTITUTION

The new Constitution was adopted on April 10, 1973
and promulgated two days later when it came into effect on
August 14,1973. The Constitution provides tor a federal
parliamentary form of government. The President s the
constitutional head and the Prime Minister is the Chiefl Exe-

cutive.  Both are celected by the National Assembly.

The Parliament has two chambers, viz. the National

Assembly with 200 members and the Senate with6 3members.,

The Constitution will a|)|)|\' in the tollowing territories
ot Pakistan:

(a) The Province of Baluchistan, The North West
Fronticr Province, Punjab and Sind.

(by The Territory of the Federal Capital, Islamabad.

(¢) The Tribal arcas, administered by the Federal
Government.

(d) Or such states or territories which form part ot
Pakistan and which may accede to Pakistan, cither

by admission or bv anv other means.

The Constitution will be suitably moditied so as to allow
the people of the Province of East Pakistan to be represented
in the Federation as and when the foreign ageression and its

eftects are removed.




The Principal Cities: Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Peshawar, Quetta, Multan, Lvallpur and Hvderabad.

Places of Interest:

Khyber Pass, tamous all over the

world, Hunza (Shangri-la in the mountains of the Himalavas) ,
Mocn-jo-Daro and Harappa which are over gooo vears old,

Chitral, Dir, Swat, Soan Vallev and Taxila.

National Languagc
Religion
Main crops

l’rincipal minerals

Principal manutac-
tured |)r()(|ucts:

Foreign Trade

(Year cn(ling June 1973)
Exports
Imports

. Export target
tor current year

Gross National Product
1972-73 :

GNP per capita

Urdu

Islam

Wheat, rice, sugarcane, cotton
and tobacco.

Natural gas, chromite, limestone,

gypsum, oil and coal.

Sugar, cigarettes, cotton  varn,
cotton textiles, silk and rayon cloth,
wool and woollen textiles, vege-
table oil, cement, ammonium sul-
phate, sports goods, leather pro-
ducts, surgical instruments  and
fertilizers.

826 } In U.S. s million
797 (l u.s. S cquals Rs. 9,9())

U.S. 8 1,100 million

Rs. 34,525 million
Rs. 550
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