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tanis rult'd Yast areas of tlw subcontinent-strt'tching from Kabul in 

the West to Hengal in the 1-:ast and from Kashmir in the North to the 

Deccan in the South. They left behind a rich cultural heritage and 

a highly den·loped system of ci,·il and ren·nue administration which 

reached its zenith under the Moghul 1--:mpire, founded in the 16th 

Cl'ntun·. 

The (kcline of the Moghul bnpire in the 19th n·ntury was 

precipitated by the arriYal of the Hritish on the South Asian scene 

leading to a chain of en·nts culminating in the conguest of the sub­

continent and its annexation to the Hritish Empire. Then· had lwen 

stirrings of discontent and n·n>lt among Muslims subjected to exploita­

tion and domination, and Muslims were in the forefront of the war of 

liberation in 1 8 p. Tlw failure of that great struggk and tlw exile of 

tlw last Moghul emperor marked the total decline of Muslim influ­

enn.·. ~or nearly half a century, Muslims as a d>mmunity rl'tin·d into 

their slwl l. 

It was not until the beginning of the 20th century that the 

Muslim resurgence began. In 1906, the All-India Muslim League "·as 

founded in Dacca to work for constitutional safe~uards for lndi.rn 
' ~ 

Muslims against encroachments from three times as many Hindus in 

the country. H)· the end of the thirties, it had lwconw oln-ious that 

there was no possibility of a meaningful settlement of the Hindu­

Muslim problem. At the All-India Muslim League Conference i11 

Allahabad in 1 9 30, A llama Mohamma<l Igbal gan· the first concrete 

formulation of the idea of Pakistan when lw declared: • 'The forma­

tion of a consolidatl·d North West Indian Muslim State ap1wars to nw 

to be the final destiny of the Muslims, at least of North West India." 

lgbal's proposal found a responsin· echo in Muslim Hengal, and the 

political goal of the Muslims was finally spelt out on March 2 3, 1 940 

with the adoption of the Pakistan Resolution at a historic session of 

the Muslim League in Lahore-a city reminiscent of Muslim glory 

an<l now the Yenue of the Islamic Summit, which marks .rnotlwr 

epochal en·nt in Muslim history. The crucial clause of the Lahore 

resolution had demanded that the north-eastern and north-western 

parts of the subcontinent, where Muslims were in a preponderant 
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majority, hl' constitutl'd into indl'pl'ndent honwlands for them. In 

1947, thl' dl'parting Hritish conn·decl thl' Muslim demand for a sl'paratl' 

son·rl'it,!n state. Pakistan and India t·merged as incle1wndent countril's 
I.. I.. 

in thl' South Asian subcontinent on 14 and 1 ~ August rl's1wctin·lv. 
I.. ' • 

The d, . .-ath of thl' foundl·r of Pakistan in Sl'ptl'mlwr 1 948 and 

that of tlw first Prime Ministn, Lia9uat Ali Khan, thrl'l' years later in 

(ktolwr, 1951, kft a n>id which thl' nation found di~hnilt to fill. 

Thl' country gradually hl'gan to slide into political chaos and this 

prm·ided a prl'tl'xt for Army Chil'f Ayuh Khan to oust the politkians 

.rnd install himsl'lf in oHicl' in Octohl'r, 1 lg8. In 1962, hl' promulgatl'd 

a constitution whkh tl'ncll'd to concl'ntratc too much powl'r in his 

hands and that of thl' l'Xl'Cutin·. Y l'ars of authoritarian ruk followl'd 

and n>nditions in thl' countn· continul'cl to dl'tl'rioratl' . 

. --\ simnwring discontent against tlw Ayuh Khan n·ginw burst 

out into an opl'n nwn·nwnt spl'arhl'adl'd by Mr. Zulfikar Ali Hhutto 

and his Pl'opk 's Party in 1 969. Com1wlkcl to how out of oHin·, Mr. 

An1h Khan hancll·d on·r thl' rl'ins of Gon·rnnwnt to Arnn Chil.f . . 
Yahva Khan instl'ad of the Spl·ab·r of National Assl'mhh· as laid dmrn 

in his own 1962 constitution. 

General Yahya Khan .1hrogated -thl' constitution and reimposl·d 

martial law. Simultaneously, lw promisl·d l'il'ctions to a National 

Assemhh· whosl' first task ,vmild lw to framl' a workahll' constitution. 

l-:ll'ctions Wl'rl' hl'ld in lkcl'mlwr, 1970. In thl' 1-:ast, tlw Awami Leaguv 

headl'd by Mr. Mujibur Rl'hman won by an o,erwlwlming majority. 

In thl' Wl'st, thl' Pakistan Peopk's Party hl'aded by Mr. Zulfikar Ali 

Hhutto won a landslidl' \"ictory. Nl'ither party had any n·prt'Sl'ntation 

in thl' other wing, and the problems of thl' resulting constitutional 

deadlock \\l'rl' compounded by the outbrl'ak of a ci,·il war in 1-:ast 

Pakistan aided and abl'tted by an international conspiracy. The country 

was sub1'ected to direct militan· auuression in Dl'cemher 1971 and its . ~~ ' 
eastl'rn half \\·as Sl'\Trl'd as a consl'Cjlll'llCl'. 

It \\as at!ainst this backt!round that Mr. Hhutto, as thl' ll'adl'r 
I.. I.. 

of thl' Pakistan People's Party, was called upon to assuml' thl' oHice 

of Pn·sidl'nt. On lkcl'mlwr 20, 1971 lw undl'rtook the formidabk 
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task of •'picking up the pieces, n·ry small pieces'' and to initiate pro­

u·sses which would produce an e1wironnwnt of peace. Reconstruction 

ha<l to be started simultaneously on sen·ral fronts, at home and abroad. 

A number of ren>lutionary social and l'conomic reforms inspired by the 

Islamic concept of social justice ,n·re introduced. Pakistan's new 

Constitution proclaiming a federal, democratic Islamic Republic was 

unanimously adopted on April Io, 197 3. As the fundamental law of 

the land, the constitution makes it binding on the State to strin.· for 

the establishment ot an egalitarian society at home, preserve and 

strengthen the fraternal relations among Muslim-countries based on 

Islamic unity, and promote international peace and securitv. 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Area: 310,403 sc1uare mill's 
810,408 square kilometres 

II ighest Peaks: K- 2 ( 2 8, 2 ~o fret). The 2nd highest 1wak in tlw 
world. 

Nanga Parbat 
Rakl1ap<>shi 
Trich Mir 

( 26,bbo fret) 
( 2 ~, ~ ~o feet) 
(2~,23~fret) 

Principal Rin·rs: Indus, J lwlum, Clwnab, Ra\'i and Sutlej. 

Population: 

Climate: Situated bet\n•en the 20 and 40 degrees North lati­
tude at approximately tlw same latitude as Alge~ia, Pakistan has 
three well-defined seasons; winter, summer and the monsoons (the 
rain)· season). 

Winter is \'ery harsh in certain parts of Pakistan but it is generally 
dry. The summer starts t<mards the middle of April and the tempe­
rature in the plains can reach upto 1 2 o degrees fahrenheit in the thrt'l' 
subsequent months. The rainy season lasts from July to September 
and an-rage rainfall is Io inches in the plains and 60 inches in the hills. 

Capital: The capital is Islamabad 
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C< >NSTITLITION 

The 1ww Constitution \\as adopted on April Io, 197 3 

and promulgated tV"d> days later wlwn it came into d'fect on 

August 14,1973. The Constitution prO\·ides for a feclnal 

parliamentary form of gO\ ernnwnt. Tlw President is th1..· 

constitutional head and the Prime Minister is tlw Chi1..-f 1-.xe-

cutin·. Hoth are elected IH· the National Ass1..·mhh. 

The Parliament has t\\o chambers, , 11. the National 

Assembly with 2 oo nwmlwrs and the Senate\\ ith 6 3 nw mlwrs. 

Tlw Constitution \\ ill apply in the folio\\ ing territories 

of Pakistan: 

(a) Tlw PrO\ ince ol' Baluchist.111, Tlw North W 1..·st 

Frontier Prm·i1K1..', Punjab and Sind. 

(h) The Territory of the "feclnal Capital, Islamabad. 

(c) The Tribal areas, administnecl hv the 1--'1..-cler.11 

G<>,·1..·rnmt·nt. 

(cl) Or such states or tnritories which form p,1rt ot 

Pakistan and which may accede to Pakistan, 1..·itlwr 

IH· admission or lw a1w otlwr means. . . . 

The Constitution will lw suitabh· moclihed so as to allow 

the people of the Pr0\·i1H.T of 1--:ast Pakistan to lw represent1..·d 

in the federation as and when the foreign aggression and its 

1..·ffects a re n·n1<>n·d. Fateh Point Arch
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Thl' Principal Citil'S: Karachi, Lahorl', Rawalpindi, 
Pl'shawar, (Juetta, Multan, Lyallpur and Hyderabad. 

Placl's of lntt'rl·st: Khdwr Pass, famous all mcr tlw 
world, Hunza (Shangri-la in thl' mountains of thl' Himalayas), 
Mol'n-jo-Daro and -..Harappa which arl' mcr ~ooo \"l'at-s" old, 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Soan Valll'y and Taxila. 

National Languagl' 
Rl'ligi<;n 

Main crops 

Principal minl'rals 

Principal manufac­
tl1red products: 

Forl'iun Tradl' 
b 

( Year l'nding J unl' , 97 J) 
Exports 
Imports 

Ex port t,ugl't 
for currl'nt year 

Gross National Product 

Urdu 
Islam 
Whl'at, rin·, sugarcanl', cotton 
and tobacco. 
Natural gas, chromitl', liml'stonl', 
gypsum, -..oil and coal. 

Sugar, cigarl'ltl's, cotton ,arn, 
cotton textiles, sil~ and rayon l:loth, 
"ool and wool !en tl'xtill's, \'l'gl'­
tabk oil, Cl'ml'nt, ammonium s~tl­
phatl', sports goods, leathl'r pro­
ducts, surgical instruml'nts and 
frrtilizl'rs.-.. 

826 

797 } 
In U.S.::; million 
( 1 U.S. 8 l'quals Rs. 9.90) 

U.S.~ , 100 million 

1972-73: Rs. H, p ~ million 

GNP per capita Rs. HO 
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