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Address to the nation on December 20, 1971

My dear countrymen, my dear friends, my dear students, labourers,
peasants, the younger generation, those who fought for Pakistan, the
working classes, the labouring classes, those who work with their hands,

[ want to tell you that I have come in at a very late hour, at a decisive
moment in the history of Pakistan. We are facing the worst crisis in our
country’s life, a deadly crisis. We have to pick up the pieces, very small
pieces, but we will make a new Pakistan, a prosperous and progressive
Pakistan, a Pakistan free of exploitation, a Pakistan envisaged by the
Quaid-i-Azam, a Pakistan for which the Muslims of the subcontinent
sacrificed their lives and their honour in order to build this new land.
That Pakistan will come, it is bound to come. This is my faith, and [ am
confident that with your co-operation, understanding and patience we
will emerge as a stronger and a greater state. I have no doubt about it.

Now, tonight, I could have spoken from a text. I could have said what
was written, but I want to speak from my heart. [ need your co-operation.
1am no magician. I am a fallible individual and without your co-opera-
tion, I simply cannot succeed. But with your co-operation and with your
support, I am taller than the Himalayas. I must have that co-operation,
your co-operation and understanding. You must give me time, my dear
countrymen, and I will do my best. Ever since my return, T have been
working round the clock and that is why I have not been able to prepare
a text for this important statement.

Nevertheless, 1 think [ must reach you straightaway and, therefore, 1
will speak on various matters and I might go from one matter to another
and come back to it. But | have some points, some important points, and
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more will follow. I will not trouble you unnecessarily. I will not like 10
ome on the air or before the television every now and then. I do not
want to make [requent appearances but important appearances suddenly.
They might interrupt permanent programmes, bul. I will trouble you only
when I want your approval for an important decision because I want to
take no decision without your consent. Under no circumstances will [
by-pass the people. Under no circumstances will I move one step in any
direction without your approval. I am not going to waste any time. Every
minute is important and time has so far moved against us.

I would have preferred to speak to you in Urdu but I hope an Urdu
translation of my speech will follow immediately after my speech. I do
make speeches in Urdu inmy public meetings and now also I might interject
in the middle with something in Urdu, il necessary. But since this is my first
speech and the world is listening, I would like to speak in English for the
moment. English is not our language but we have taken no real step to
see that it is replaced properly. But these are matters which can follow
later. So I speak to you in English, a foreign language, and I am sorry I
am speaking in a [oreign language.

In the first instance, let me tell you, I wish I were not alive today. Be-
lieve me, I mean it when I say that; I mean it. Not because the task is
difficult but because of certain developments and certain results. I never
knew that I will live to see the day when Mr. Jagjivan Ram, the Defence
Minister of India, would be saying what he is saying. But Mr. Jagjivan
Ram should know that this is not the end of the world. This is the begin-
ning, and he should not gloal over temporary military victory.

In the whole history of the subcontinent, [rom the beginning of the time
when Muslims set foot on the subcontinent, from the beginning of the
time of Mohammad Bin Qasim, Muslims have not faced such a difficult
situation as we are facing today. But Muslims have a proud heritage in
the subcontinent and this is only the beginning. It is not the end. We
might have received reverses, we have received certain reverses, certain
important reverses, but this will make us learn, this will make us under-
stand and we will begin anew, with confidence, with the co-operation of
the people. I would speak to you frankly, my dear brothers, my dear
friends and sisters, I am going to speak to you from my heart and I am
speaking without any rancour, without any ill-will, without any bitterness.
The past belongs Lo God, the future belongs to God, but let me tell you
1 am speaking in a broad spirit as a Pakistani, believing in a great ideal,
in a great concept and I am not going to indulge in cliches.
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1 have been summoned by the nation at this critical hour, when we are
at the edge of the precipice, to lead the nation as President and Chicf
Martial Law Administrator. But there is a difference in the arrangement in
the sense that I have been elected by the people. I have not been capriciously
thrust upon them. Iam speaking to you today as the authentic voice of the
people of Pakistan, not by virtue of the office that I hold, but by virtue ol
the verdict that you gave in the national elections. So there is a difference.
My opponents have said that I have been power hungry. I am not power
hungry. If 1 was power hungry, [ would have compromised at Tashkent. T
have been five and a hall years in a struggle for Democracy and it has not
been an ordinary struggle. [ have been sent to jail. I still have on my back
the marks of lathi charges. I was tear-gassed. Five assassination attempls
were made on my life. I stood by the people. I was isolated from the ruling
junta, from the bureaucracy, from those who matter ih the land. The
press gave all sorts of wrong impressions, they distorted my statements.
They went on a great rampage against me and my party, only because
we were struggling for Democracy and social justice. The vested interests
pointed all their guns and bayonets at me. They called us Kafirs, the biggest
insult that can ever be levelled against a Muslim. I speak as a Muslim
and as a Pakislani. Merely because we wanted to destroy the unmaintain-
able abominable starus quo. A coterie of individuals tried to prevent the
people of Pakistan from achieving their ends. See the sitvation today
and look at the results. But we have to fight and face this calumny for the
truth which was bound to come in any case, if not today, then tomorrow.

So my dear friends, my dear countrymen, I speak to you today as the
people’s representative and I can assure solemnly, this is my pledge to you,
that T will restore democracy. I would not like to see Martial Law remain
one day longer than necessary, one minute more than necessary, one
second more than necessary. I want the flowering of our society, I want
initiative m the hands of our people. To breathe, I want suffocation to
end. I know what it means under dictatorship that decides (undamental
matters in their own manner. This is not the way civilized countries are
run. Civilization means Civil Rule. Civilization means institulions, civili-
zation means democracy. Every institution of Pakistan has either been
destroyed or threatened and that is why we face this state today. We
have to rebuild democratic institutions, we have to rebuild confidence.
We have to rebuild hope in the future. We have to rebuild a situation in
which the common man, the poor man in the street, can tell me to go to
hell, “I do not believe you” and “I do not like you.” We have to make
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our Government accountable. Why we face this s_i?ualion is becaus.e there
has been no accountabilily. Without accou-n!abnuy, you can achieve no
results. So, believe me, 1 have every il"llcnllon l.o restore democracy, to
givea constitution to the peoPle ol P.akls!an. 1o give lll'le rule of law to lhle
people. T intend to do it. T will not like to see the nation under .lhe capri-
cious will of any individual. We have suffered to‘o much for 1_1 am‘:l we
cannot suffer any longer for it. But because we are in such a terrible situa-
tion, you will have to give some time to me in order t(_: movx_e towards that
direction. ] have made certain promises. These promises will be fulfilled.
And one of these promises is the restoration of Democracy. So Democracy
will be restored and a Constitution will be given to the people. [ am
not giving the schemes. T am not going to address you every four months,
1o give you one scheme alter another. I will address you whenever necessary
and whenever we move forward in the direction of Democracy, which is
going to be soon.

Now my heart and the hearts of my [riends are with our brethren in
East Pakistan and our people in East Pakistan. East Pakistan is an in-
separable and indissoluble part of Pakistan. The heroic people of East
Pakistan had a great role (o play in the creation of Pakistan. Without
their contribution, there would have been no Pakistan. They are the
majority of our land and 1 am [fully convinced that they want to remain
with us. I appeal to them not to forget us but forgive us if they are angry
with us.

1 want to tell our gallant armed forces who have lought in East Pakislan
that our hearts are with you. Please remain brave as you have remained
brave in the past. Please endure the momentary difficulties. We will have
sleepless nights. We will not rest for a moment till we have redeemed
your honour. You have relations here. You are closer 1o us. Be courageous.
Our hearts and souls are with you and these are not empty words. You
are brave people. You are valiant people. We stand by you. Please do not
think that we have abandoned you. We will stand by you, we are with
you. If you go down, we all will go down together. There is no question
of your going without us. Please hold on. Please remember my words
and have this carry this in your hearts, that we are
doing everything in our power. I have just taken over, but I will see that
there is an honourable return to normal conditions, and that you are
not humiliated. Your humiliation is our humiliation and we will bend back-
wards to see to it that not a moment is wasted for the correct results.
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I do not want to spell them out because that may give indication to other
people.

To those who have stood by the Pakistan ideology, 1 say, stand by it,
fight heroically because Pakistan ideology is bound 1o prevail with the
passage ol each day. Indian presence is being [elt every moment. You will
see that Pakistan ideology is truthful and a faithful reflection of the Muslim
Bengal. Muslim Bengal will always bz a part ol Pakistan. Muslim Bengal
of the subcontinent suffered, more than any other part, from Hindu domi-
nation. Muslim Bengal’s character will always remain and we will see to
it that Muslim Bengal will rcmain a part of Pakislan.

Coming to the question of our relations between East and West Pakistan
I will say, mistakes have been made. We have made those mistakes. Where
and when they were made, | cannot go into that matier at this moment.
But if mistakes have been made, that does nol mean that the country should
be dismembered, that the country should be desiroyed by another country
by physical force and physical power. This is unprecedented in the annals
of the world. To reclify and make amends for our mistakes, I seek an
opportunily to meet the leaders of Bengal and the people of Bengal to
arrive at a settlement between East and West Pakistan without floreign
interference and certainly without (oreign occupation. We must be given
that opportunity so that we may arrive at a settlement between two brothers
who have always lived together for the last twenty-four years and under
certain conditions will continue to live together for all times. But we
must be given an opportunity to negotiate a settlement between ourselves
within the concepl of one united Pakistan. But having said that, I say
we are prepared to discuss the modalities for future arrangements with-
out conditions. The only condition is, this should be within the frame-
work of one Pakistan. 1t can bz a very loose arrangement but it musl be
within the concept of Pakistan and we must be given an opportunity so
that settlement between East and West Pakistan must come about bet-
ween the leaders and psople of East Pakistan and the leaders and people
of West Pakistan, without any foreign interference and certainly without
Indian occupation. As long as Indian forces occupy my motherland,
I cannot go forward. India must vacate my motherland. Indian forces
must vacate East Pakistan before we can pick up the threads. This is a
condition. India claims that she has not occupied but is a liberator. So
the Indian occupation of East Pakistan must end before we can pick up
the pieces.

One hundred and four countries of the world supported Pakistan’s
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position. My dear countrymen, do not think that we have _l?sl. WI.: have
won. because a political victory is much greater ‘han a military victory.
Military victories come and go. Germans were oulside the gates of Moscow,
the Japanese had taken Manchuria. 1 can go on and _on 1o talk about
foreign occupation. Foreign occupation is not a Ia.sl_lng phenomenon.
A political decision based on justice is a lasting decision. lOr.le hur?dred
and four countries of the world supported Pakistan and this is an inter-
national plebiscite. This is an international election. India talks about
elections of December, 1970, in the country. I am not ashamed of the
elections of December, 1970, because my party emerged as a victorious
party of this wing of the country. So we have a slake in the elections of
December. 1970. But if India wants to invade Pakistan to interpret the will
of the people of East Pakistan as a result of the clections of  December,
1970, why does nol [ndia pay heed to an international election?

India has used the clection of East Pakistan as a pretext. She talked about
the refugee problem and as a result of it she invaded my country. We
had never said that we do not want to take back refugees. We had said
that whatever the number we want our own citizens back in our country.
But India has brought them on their guns, on their bayonets and on
their tanks; and let me tell you, my brethren of East Pakistan. India will
bring many morc and you will see the develop with the p of
each day. India did not want to lalk to a mililary regime. India did not
want 2 military solution of the settlement. What India has imposed today
on East Pakistan, is it a political solution ? [ndia said thal there can only
be political solution but she has a military conclusion. Il we have failed
1o impose a military solution internally, India will equally fail to impose
a military solution externally. India’s days in East Pakistan are doomed
10 fail; India simply cannot succeed. India knows the spirit of the people
of Pakistan. The spirit of the Musal of the sub inent cannot in
any way be compromised or in any way be dejected by temporary
military victory. India should not get intoxicated by the fact that she has
taken over by a preponderance of military force the eastern part ol
Pakistan. We will fight and we will continue to fight for our honour and
for our sell-respect, for the integrity of Pakistan. This is not the first
fight that we have had. India has a choice. The choice before India is lo
either accept the norms of justice and equity or face an implacable enemy
for all times, because the people of Pakistan, their spirit, their determina-
tion, their courage, can never be compromised, no matter what happens
in temporary affairs or over the exigencies of time.
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We fought for one Paknsun We arc prepared o work for a modus
vivendi, an b ar a just ar based on the
aspirations and the wishes of both wings of the country—provided we
are allowed and we come to our arrangement by ourselves.

We will move on 1o the constitution. We have to give the country the
rule of law. And this constitution will not be my constitution because I
am an clected representative of the people. I am a servant of the people of
Pakistan. I know the people of Pakistan. I lived with them in villages, in
towns, in cities. 1 know all their feelings. 1 know what is in their hearts.
I know what they want. So I am not making an empty promisc. My dear
brothers, friends and sisters, 1 will give you a constitution according lo

your needs and ding to your requi and actually what you
wanl. This will happen soon, very soon, but please give me time in order
to settle some of the preliminary internal probl also to deal with the

external situation. The lack of accountability has left us in a very bad
plight. We have not lost a war. We have not failed. We have been failed.
Our soldiers have nothing to be ashamed of, our people have nothing to
be ashamed of. Our soldiers fought valiantly. We are the victims of our
system. We have not been the victims of any lack of valour or any lack
of courage. Dunkirk was nothing compared to what our people and our
soldiers had to face in East Pakistan.

The Western press has been against us. The press is writing against us.
But we have nothing to fear. The truth will prevail. The truth is that
Pakistanis are one of the best fighters in the world. And when I say that,
these are not the words of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. These are the words of a
distinguished foreign General, a great British General, who said that the
world has not seen a better infantry soldier than the Pakistani. So pleasc
do not lose heart. 1 appeal to my young friends in the armed forces. |
appeal (o the jawans that we will redeem this day. We will take revenge
and we will see to it that this temporary humiliation is put right, if, of
course, India wants to go on the path of revenge, if India does not want
co-operation and understanding based on justice and equity, based on the
rights of Pakistan and the rights of the subcontinent, because we live
in the same subcontinent.

I am afraid the nation has been fed on lies. Deception has been the
order of the day. We have been misled. I am not going into that matter.
Now I do not want to touch upon this question. 1 would like to avoid
them if necessary. But I assure you, I promise you, that I will speak the
truth to you. Whatever the realities, I will present them before you cither



¥

through this media here or through Puhlic contacl. [ will never lose my
public contact. I will bring all these issues to you for your consent a"fd
for your approval. Some of the decisions you might not like bul_l will
try to explain them to you. I will want you to understand them. So | m.llend
Lo embark on this mission very shortly, because there has_ been a political
void in the Jand, and we have suffered as a result of lhls_polilical void.
That is why a major part of our country today is under r(_)rclgn occupation
and we had to face ignominious surrender in East Pakistan. Now il the
internal situation in East Pakislan were directed on the right lines, T do
not think that we would have seen this day. And in this connection I can
assure that, as long as I hold these responsibilities, 1 will move very fast.

For economic and social justice, I will move as fast as is necessary, to
see the burden of the common man lifted. T will move as fast as necessary to
see that the disparilies are removed. 1 will move as fast as necessary 1o see
to it that corruption and nepotism and mal dministration are handled, and
when [ say that I mean it. I know we have been using these words loosely
in the past. But I will come down with a very heavy hand on corruption.

I warn the bureaucracy to doits job, to do itsduty, like I work, night and
day. 1 expect the bureaucracy to work night and day. I am a man who
works 24 hours a day. For me there is no question of sleep or rest and I
expect the bureaucracy to do the same. The tea parlies must come 1o an
end. The bluff and bravado must stop. The bureaucracy must be reorientat-
ed and it must be at the service of the people. I am not an opponent of
the bureaucracy. We need the bureaucracy but we need a liberal, dynamic
bureaucracy at the service of the people. We do not need a bureaucracy
which is working in the traditions and concepts of the British. The British
were [oreigners. The bureaucracy of Pakistan is not composed of [oreigners.
And when I talk of the bureaucracy I do not mean only the Secretariat
at Islamabad, I mean each and every bureaucral wherever he is. And I
will travel unexpecledly, without announcing my schedules of travel.
Suddenly I might land at Rahimyar Khan, suddenly I might land in
Chitral, suddenly I might land in Mirpurkhas, suddenly I might land at
Lyallpur. So they must expect me at any time. And I will see to it that
bureaucracy is at the service of the people.

I will see to it that corruption and maladministration are finished, as
Jong as I am holding the office on behall of the people of Pakistan, and
this is said generally, not out of any vindictiveness. Any bureaucrat who
has misbehaved with me in the past or has done things which are conlrary
to law, I forget that. We are opening a new-page, a new chapter. I expect
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the bureaucracy to behave and to co-operate, only in so far as it is in the
interest of the country.

In this connection ] want to say something about the police. The police
have been abused. The police has a bad name. Partly it is justified, partly
it is not justified. When it is not justiied we will do everything to see
that the facilities for the police, their children’s education, housing and
other matters are pul right, because you cannot have an honesl policeman
with vast powers at a salary of Rs. 100 or so. We will take care of that
in due course. We will take care of bureaucracy. We will respect and
honour intefligent, honest bureaucrats motivated with an ideal to serve
Pakistan. They will be honoured citizens of Pakistan. But we do not want
opportunists and we do not want persons destroying the very fabric of this
nation. So 1o the police I say, the part which has corrupted you, we will
try to put that right, but you must put an end to your “Zulm.”
You must put an end to your tyranny. You must see o it that the security
of every individual, no matter how poor he is, is respected.

First thing is that T want to ensure the security of the common man,
the respect of the common man. The common man, the poor man, the
peasant and the labourer have been subjected 1o too much humiliation.
The whole nation has been humiliated today because the common man
has been humiliated [or 24 years. If the common man had not been humi-
liated for 24 years, Pakistan as a nation would not have been humiliated
today. I want an end to this humiliation. I want each and every individual
1o be regarded as imporiant. I do not want him to get his justice through
“sifarish”. I am not going to accept any “sifarish™ at all. I am not going
to permit my relations to say that we are related to Mr. Bhutto. I have
no relations, I have no family. My family is the people of Pakistan. My
children are the people of Pakisian. Nobody will do “sifarish™ through my
relations or through people known 1o me or through my party. T will
never brook that, because the people of Pakistan are my family. Of course
I have a talented cousin who is outstanding in his own right. He will have
a right to serve the people because he has gone to jail. He is intelligent.
He has gone to Oxford. But thal is a different matter. You can rest assured
that I have got children and I have got wife. They will not come into the
picture. They will be nowhere in the picture and il my children and my
family or my wife think that they can exploit my position, they are sadly
mistaken, because I will make them accountable like any one else. So it
must be known clearly to everyone that no “silarish” [rom anyone, no
nepotism, no corruption and no maladministration. It has been said these
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things are impossible. They are not impossible. Nlolhing is impossible.
I expect the people and the parly to co-operate with me to see that we
come down heavily on these matters.

But fund Iy it is the ic system, the social and economic
system that requires change and adjustment. We intend to put the social
and economic system right. It will lake some time. Rome was not built in a
day, but nobody should be unnecessarily [rightened either, because we want
to serve the people. Those who are enterprising, they must continue to
render the contribution 1o the nation and we want only production to go
on. T will ensure that there are no lock-outs. I will ensure that the labourers
are not maltreated. I will ensure that unemployment does not unnecessarily
take place. I would now appeal Lo the industrialist class. I will tell the in-
dustrialist class, *Do not have lock-outs, do not throw out labourers be-
cause labourers are our masters.” [ will tell the labour community, *Please
be a little patient. We will do everything in our power to put resources
of the nation at your disposal, because you are producers of wealth and
have nothing to fear.” To all those who work with their hands, all those
who toil, “Please do not fear because your Pakistan has come into being
today. Those who sweat, those wha toil, have nothing to fear.” That applies
to every segment of society. Also I tell the farmers, you are the backbone
of the nation. You will not be ejected by Waderas, you will not be ejected
by zamindars. You will have your rights.

Lintend to have land reforms. I intend to have land reforms in the first
instance and I intend to have land reforms in the second instance. The
second instance is when Democracy is restored, because the people’s
representatives must determine the extent of land reforms. But in the first
instance I would have the land reforms which are absolutely necessary for
which we need no debate. And these Jand reforms will also be significant.
Anyone who tries to circumvent these land reforms will be punished
severely. I want no circumvention of land reforms in the first instance.

I want labour reforms in the first instance. These labour reforms and
land reforms will come. They will come very soon. Give me a little time.
But at the same time I tell the zamindars and the industrialists that they
should not think that the heavens have come down. The heavens never
come down. There should be no slackening in production, either in the
agricultural sector or in the industrial sector.

If there is any slackening of industrial production or agricultural pro-
duction to frustrate my reforms, then I will nationalise and T will acquire
the property in the name of the people straightaway. I expect co-operation
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straightaway [rom those who might try to frustrate my reforms. These
reforms cannot be (rustrated. These reforms il they are frustrated then
those who try to frustrate them have to pay a very heavy price.

Secondly, { want no flight of capilal out of Pakistan. Pakistan's money
that has gone out of the country is the blood and the sweat of the people
of Pakistan and must be brought back into Pakistan. Within a few days
I am going to issue certain orders in relation to the flight of capital. But
if the flight of the capital is not brought back by voluniary means then
you should not blame me for the action that I take. I appeal to all those
people who have taken Pakistan's blood oul of this poor country o
bring back that blood because that blood is needed by my people. It is
needed by the armed forces of Pakistan. Return their money to Pakistan.
You must bring it back, otherwise I know the means. I will seal the frontiers
of Pakistan. I shall not allow any individual to leave Pakistan. 1 shall take
measures against the families of those people who have taken money
out of this country. If people have taken money out of Pakistan that
money must come back to Pakistan. But 1 give you time to do it voluntarily
and I am not going to set up committees and commissions for six months
and three months. I know the people who have money abroad. I know
them and I know they can bring it back. Bring it back honourably, bring
it back in the interest of the people, bring it back for the armed forces.
My armed forces need weapons, my armed forces need tanks, my armed
forces have 1o be rehabilitaied, my armed forces have given their lives lor
Pakistan's sovereignty and integrity and, therefore, this money must come
back.

To my students, to the students who brought me back into a position of
responsibility. The people of Pakistan have brought me back into a posi-
tion of responsibility but in the first instance it has been the students.
There is no leader of Asia and Africa, il I can recall, brought back into
a position of responsibility, who has not been a victim of a conspiracy of a
great power. I was a victim of conspiracy ol two great powers but 1 have
been brought back into office by the people of Pakistan and I am gratelul
to you. I am thankful 10 you. My students are my children. I told the
student community that we will not interfere in your internal politics.
1 have no party in the student community. Whichever party wins elections,
whichever party gains in the student community that is their look out.
We will not inject politics into the student community. We will allow
the student community to flourish, to come to its own decision. They are
the elite. They are the masters of tomorrow. I am going to every university
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in Pakistan. But please give me some time. 1 have a lot of misunderstandings

to remove because the press and the other forces have tried to create
N di To the d [ say, “I am going to bring

about many reforms in educational ficlds, and I will make you the masters

of your destiny, but that destiny is the destiny of Pakifl'an. So that I know

you will reciprocate with the same sense of responsibility.”

Please do not misunderstand as far as the provinces are concerned.
In this temporary phase [ will not allow 8 void to remain in the provinces.
This I will say, but again give me some time. In the meantime I will form
4 cabinet. T will take people who I think are best suited to discharge their
responsibilitics. This would be a temporary cabinet. Everything is temporary
for the moment. Nothing is permanent. Permanency will come afier the
constitution is approved by the people. Permanent arrangements will
come through the voice of the people and 1 am a part of that voice. Till
then everything is temporary. My own position is lemporary.

Whatever arrangements 1 make are temporary, and secondly, nobody
should misunderstand if a certain person is given a certain job to do. This
will be done in the ini ion, in the t acy and other places.
But this is the national crisis. This is a crisis of our survival. There should
be no question of injured feclings if a man is transferred from one position
10 another. There should be no question of feeling hurt if someone comes
to replace someone else, becausc we have all been replaced. Have I not
been replaced? And did we not all go out? We all have to go out. Every-
thing is temporary. Only God and the universe of God are permanent.
Please do not misunderstand. I will never take a single aclion out of
vindictiveness. I will take every action based on the objective of the neces-
sities of Pakistan. So adjustments and necessities are made. They have to
be made for the time being and [ am sure they will be accepted in a spirit
of responsibility. But if a responsibility is offered to an individual, he
should take it. He should not argue, because I am now in search of people
who may not even like me, who have spoken against me, or who have
said things against me. I am going by | i i i
of talent.

T want the talent of Pakistan internally. 1 want the talent of Pakistan
that is outside Pakistan. I want to draw in the talent of Pakistan to respons-
ible positions. Not on the basis of “sifarish™ or favouritism but on the basis
of talent. | appeal to the talent of Pakistan to come and help me. 1 am
an individual. I cannot do this all by myself. T want you all to come and
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help me. If the talent responds we can move mountains and we can face
the aggressor. We can overwhelm all odds.

I would like to say something now about the armed forces. The armed
forces should know that 1 have always admired them. 1 have always
stood by them as Forcign Minister and a Minister in the past. | always
contributed towards the sirengthening of the armed forces. The armed
forces of Pakistan have always heroically defended their herland
Please, my dear jawans and my dear officers and my dear brothers, you
have fought bravely. You have nothing to worry about, you have nothing
to be ashamed of. You have been victims of a system. We will put this
right. I will establish direct contact with you. | cannot look after every-
thing. Because of the preseat itive situation, 1 intend as President and
Chief Martial Law Administrator to at least retain the portfolios of
Defence and Foreign Affairs. 1 will distribute other portfolios whenever
they are necessary so that others can help me. We will get together and
whatever your grievances are we will redress them. You have today, you
feel today, a sense of being hurt. Today our minds are agitated. Today
you are seeking vengeance. Please wail a little, we will work out together a
scheme that will vindicate national honour. The scheme that will vindicate
your honour, our honour; there is no difference between us. People and
the armed forces are one. The trouble has arisen because efforts were
made to divide the people and the armed forces. The armed forces come
from the people. It is the people who create the armed forces. So we will
bring back harmony and integration between the people and the armed
forces of Pakistan. But I need your peration. I need your h
I need your understanding.

But in this connection, since cerlain measures are necessary, | do not
say light-heartedly, I say with a heavy heart, I have already taken certain
measures which will come into force immediately. And that is, that im-
mediately, at once, the following Generals would have retired. The former
President has already retired. He told me today that he has retired. So
the former President, General Agha Mohammad Yahya Khban, is no
longer in the armed forces. He has retired. And so are General Abdul
Hamid Khan, General S.G.M. Pirzada, General Omer, General Khudadad
Kban, General Kayani and General Mitha. These are the Generals who
have been retired on the wishes of the people, on the wishes of the armed
forces of Pakistan. This is not my personal decision. I do not know most
of them. 1 have oot seen most of them. But 1 have held discussions,
consultations and this appears to be the will of the armed forces and of
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the people of Pakistan. And 1 am the scrvanf of the people of Pakistan
and I must salute their decision and the sentiment of the armed rorc_es_
These generals stand retired and they cannot perform any further duties.
They will retire honourably, gracefully, and arrangements have already
been made for their replacement. . )

This is my first decision, and I think it is in accord with the _sen_umenl
of the armed forces, the younger officers, and the general thmk-u?g. In
the meantime, as I said, everything is temporary. My own position is
temporary. All arrangements are lemporary. I have askeld General Gu!
Hassan to be the Acting Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army and
he will take this position immediately. Straightaway, he will go to work
and he will have to work night and day. He is a soldier, a prolessional
soldier. T do not think he has dabbled in politics and I think he has respect
and support of the armed forces. So I have taken this decision. Nobody
should misunderstand it. I know the general sentiment. Nobody should
misunderstand it. These are temporary arrangements, and permanent
arrangements will be made later on when I have an opportunity to discuss
and contemplate over these matters in greater depth. But these decisions
are nevertheless necessary, so I have to take them. But he will retain the
rank of Lt. General. We are not going to make any unnecessary promo-
tions. We are a poor country. We are not going to unnecessarily fatten
people. One of the reasons why we have had to see this day is because
luxury has overtaken us. So I am afraid General Gul Hassan will have
to retain the rank of Lt. General. He should not expect that he will be
promoted to the rank of a General merely because of this temporary
arrangement. I expect Lt. General Gul Hassan new Commander-in-Chief
of the Pakistan Army will get the confidence and the service of the people
of Pakistan and the Government of Pakistan and I repose confidence in
him. But we must also expect that he will achieve great things; he will
remodel, re-set and reorientate the army on new lines, dynamic lines, on
the lines of a free people’s army.

I will also like to say that I am withdrawing the ban on the National
Awami Party. Now, I know that there are misgivings, many controversies
but I have done it in good faith. I am doing it in good faith. I will start
with a clean slate. I am assuming that we all are patriots and that we all
want to serve Pakistan. So I am withdrawing the ban on the NAP and
I am going to summon, I am sorry to use the word summon, to request
the leaders of the NAP to meet me very soon. In this connection I am
also going to ask the other leaders of other political parties to meet me.
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I have nothing against them, believe me. On the national level I will never
take partisan decisions. That is all behind us. That was a part of politics
when we did not have this responsibility. No political leader and political
party should fear that we are going 1o take a partisan decision. 1 would
consult all of them and I hope that these consultations will be helpful.
But if unnecessary mischief is caused then I am afraid that they know
me too well and we will have to react sharply. But before that I would
have a meeting with them and have discussion.

Foreign policy has to be recast and redone. It will be naturally an in-
dependent foreign policy motivated towards the higher interest of Pakistan.
We want good relations with all the great powers. We want to have a
loreign policy which is positive and which is constructive. I do not want
to say much more on this sensitive subject. But this much I like to say
that we want a constructive and a positive foreign policy.

The by-elections that have been held in East Pakistan, they were
impracticable and were an insult to the people. I liquidate the results of
the by-clections held in East Pakistan. I would have talked to the two
elected leaders of East Pakistan, Mr. Nurul Amin as well as the Chakma
Chief, who is out of country. I want him to come back immediately to
Pakistan so that we can hold consultations. These are the two elected
leaders of East Pakistan returned on a free vote in the December, 1970,
elections.

Finally, I make a pledge, 1 make a solemn pledge, that I will serve you
with all my heart and will. I will serve even if it kills me. I know what
the people of Pakistan want. I have lived with them. I have been with
them, through thick and thin. Please have faith in me because I have
infinite faith in you. I know that with your co-operation, we ¢an look
over the Himalayas, but without your co-operation Iam simply nobody.
I cannot be carried on a gun or a bayonet. I can only be carried in your
heart. I will never deceive you. I will never betray you. I will stay by the
people. We will march to a great and more glorious Pakistan. This we will
do because we have faith in Islam which is the last message of God. Islam
that gave brotherhood, equality and [raternity to the world. Islam with social
progress, based on what we consider to be Islamic Socialism, based on
brotherhood, equality, and a [eeling of tolerance and association. Jnsha
Allak Td'ala, we will triumph. I have no doubt in my mind.

My brothers and sisters, in this moment ol anguish and sorrow, please
do not have any doubt in your mind. Please stand up and face the world.
It is a bitter world but we have to face the bitter truth. I can assure your
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that we will succeed. There can be no doubt that we will succeed. Pakistan
was made for a great cause, for a great ideal. That ideal is imperishable,
that ideal is living. So let us pledge together. Not only my pledge but your
pledge. We shall see to it that this stigma is wiped out, even if it has to be
done by our children’s children.

Pakistan Paindabad.



Statement announcing Presidential Cabinet
on December 24, 1971

No single individual can run the administration of a modem nation-state
on his own. 1 have, therefore, appointed a broad-based Cabinet. Qur
people have suffered in the past because the work of Government had been
arrogated to one man. I am the representative of the people and I-am,
therefore, taking as many people’s representatives as possible into my
Cabinet. In the days ahead, we will need integrated and harmonious
thinking.

I am taking as our starting point the elections of 1970. At the moment,
from the Province of East Pakistan, only three elected representatives of
the people are present in Rawalpindi. Of these, one has joined my Govern-
ment as Vice-President. Another has joined my Cabinet as a Minister
and I am holding discussions with the third. I need tried and trusted
people, those who can help me clear away the debris.

Very shortly I will enlarge the Cabinet by taking another Minister each
from the N.W.F.P. and Baluchistan, and possibly one more from East
Pakistan. This may involve a possible reassignment of some portfolios.
I will also socn be announcing appointment of some advisers.

Time is running out, and in the midst of the present pational crisis
I am convinced that all these steps are urgently required and 1 am con-
fident that my fellow countrymen will approve all the measures 1 have
taken. It is my endeavour to build a team which incorporates unity of
thinking and purpose. My Ministers will work with the utmost devotion
and dedication. It will be their constant concern urgently to alleviate the
sufferings and miseries of the common man.
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The Ministers of my Cabinet will constantly be expcclefi to travel and
learn, in order to remain in close and intimate touch with the people.
their problems, hopes and aspirations. I do not want my Ministers or
any other member of my Government to get bogged down in bureaucratic
red tape. A breath of fresh air must now runlthrough our pure homeland.
Not only I, but the people of Pakistan also will cl?sgl.y .observe the manner
in which my Ministers discharge their responﬂbnlmes: The people of
Pakistan are those to whom my Ministers are in the first instance account-
able. The people are the masters.

1 only wish 10 add that all these arrangements are temporary. One of
the major aims of my Government is to concede to all the Provinces of
Pakistan full autonomy within the overall concept of a united and integ-

rated Pakistan.
THE CABINET

President and Chiel Martial Law Administrator is the Head of the
Cabinet and will hold porifolios of the Ministries of Foreign Afairs,
Defence, Interior and Provincial Co-ordination. Vice-President will be
Minister Incharge of Cabinet Secretariat.

Mr. J. A. Rahim, Minister for Presidential Affairs, Culture, Town
Planning and Agrovilles.

Mian Mahmood Ali Kasuri, Minister for Law and Parliamentary
Affairs.

Mr. Justice (Retd.) Faizullah Kundi, Minister for Establishment.

Dr. Mubashir Hasan, Minister for Finance, Economic Afairs and
Development.

Sheikh Mohammad Rashid, Minister for Social Welfare, Health and
Family Planning.

Minister from Baluchistan to be appointed.

Raja Tridev Roy, Minister for Minority Affairs.

Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Minister for Political Affairs, Communi-
cations and Natural Resources.

Minister from N.W.F.P. to be appointed.

Malik Meraj Khalid, Minister for Food, Agricullure and Under-
developed Areas.

Mr. Abdul Hafiz Pirzada, Minister for Education, Information and
Broadcasting.

Mr. Mohammad Hanif, Minister for Labour, Works and Local Bodies.
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Appointment of Ministers for the portfolios of Commerce, Industries,
Tribal Affairs and Kashmir will be made shortly.
Ministers were sworn in at 3 a.m.



Message on the Quaid-i-Azam's birthday anniversary
on December 25, 1971

My dear countrymen,

For the second time in a quarter of a century, since Quaid-i-Azam
Mahomed Ali Jinnah gave the Musalmans of the subcontinent a home-
land of their own, the people of Pakistan stand at the cross-roads of history.
Now, as in 1947, we are engaged in a concerted struggle for the preservalion
of our national identity. Now, as then, we find ourselves pitted against
powerful forces which seek to destroy us as a nation; now, as then, the
momentum of the national slruggle emanates [rom the people themselves,
and each one of you is exercising his individual prerogative as a citizen to
help determine the destiny of his nation. And now, as then, I sense that
the people of Pakistan, you, my brothers and sisters, are inspired and
propelled by the words and deeds of the man whose birth anniversary we
celebrate today, and who bimself presided over the birth of the state of
Pakistan.

But there is one essential difference between now and then; this difference
s in the experience we have today acquired of how best to, and how not
to, manage (he affairs of a modern nation-state. In this experience lies our
hope and indeed our assurance. Notwithstanding the tragic consequences
which have unfailingly been the end product of the policies of a succession
of rulers in this land, the future belongs to the people of Pakistan. It is a
l:u!ur: worth striving for, and it can be—indeed, it shall be—transformed
Into an early reality.

Andl there is a second great difference between today and the years we
have lived through. Since the Quaid was taken from us, a succession of
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rulers have constantly, remorselessly betrayed the people. But today, the
people of Pakistan are themselves the rulers of their nation, themselves the
arbiters and architects of their destiny. At last, hope gives place to assurance.

Today, on the anniversary of the Quaid’s birth, one is touched with a
degree of sadness that it should have 1aken us this long 1o begin to shape
our deeds to the Quaid's words and example. Yet, the sadness is only
momentary, indeed cleansing. It steels us in our determination that we shall
not fail him, that we shall not erase his vision of Pakistan [rom our minds
and hearts, that we shall not betray our own future generations.

But if our determination and our assurance are thus fortified, we must
not permit the assurance to turn into complacency. There is hard work
for us all in the years ahead. We will all be called upon to display
high levels of selflessness and sacrifice. Today you have your own Govern-
ment responsible for the conduct of the affairs of your state. It is you your-
selves, my fellow countrymen, who have placed this Government in its posi-
tion of responsibility. For my part, I reiterate to you my unshakable
determination that I, and all my colleagues, will serve your interests, and
your interests alone, and will day by day and hour by hour give utterance
to your own problems, your own hopes and aspirations. For your part
you also must not [ail yourselves, your country, your children, or the
Father of this Nation.

So, let us resolve today that each year, when the anniversary of the
Quaid's birth comes around once again, we shall be able to address our
consciences and declare: “We have travelled only forward, our faith
has not been sullied, our unity is more sacred than before, and discipline
and hard work have made our fields more green, our people more pros-
perous, our lives more exalted.”

Thus, each year, let us approach closer to the consummation of the
Quaid-i-Azam’s ideal. Ameen.

Pakistan Paindabad.



Address 1o the diplomats, officials and journalists
at Rawalpindi on December 27, 1971

I have been given the responsibility of looking after the affairs of the
largest Islamic Republic at a time when our country is facing a perilous
crisis. On taking over as President of Pakistan, I assured the people of
Pakistan that with their co-operation and goodwill we would overcome
the difficulties that face my country. I told them that on their shoulders
we would be taller than the Himalayas and without their co-operation we
would be mere pygmies. I believe that the firm measures that we have
taken in the interest of the country and for the welfare ol the people have
been welcomed by the people of Pakistan particularly by the common
man who has been denied his rights for so many years, and as a result of
that denial we face today a very serious situation in the country.

When I returned to Pakisten, 1 informed the people that 1 would be
guided by them, that theirs was the final word. Without their consent I
would not take any steps. I stand by this commitment and today I like
to inform you that I met Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, an elected leader of
Pakistan, who represents the people of East Pakistan. I am a little late
because I came straight from that meeting.

It has not been an easy step to take but it has been necessary to take
this step. I wish it had been taken a long time ago. I cannot say anything
about the meeting, All I would say is that he did not kick me in the teeth.
Nor T found it necessary to pull out a gun. We sat, we talked, and we
would continue to talk. So 1 thought as this was important, I would inform
you all that T kept my commitment. But T am going according to the
wishes and the aspirations of the people. T believe it is also a generally
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accepted view outside Pakistan.

Before 1 returned to Pakistan, in New York and in other places 1 was
asked specifically whether I would meet Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 1 evaded
the question. I evaded the question not because I did not want to do the
right things but because [ wanted to take every step with the consent of
the people. I believe that the people of Pakistan wanted me to enter into
this dialogue. I say this because I sensed the fecling of the people as their
elected leader and know their thinking and also their feelings. Also, I took
the opportunity of assessing the public opinion on my return. 1 know the
people of Pakistan will wish us well in trying to come to a satisfactory
conclusion in the interest of unity and integrity of Pakistan.

One thing more I would like to mention before we can disperse and that
is that there has been some misunderstanding in a section of the foreign
press about what has been termed as Hallstein Doctrine, whether it would
be applied here in our country or not. Now, in this connection 1 have
said that I do not believe in doctrines. And in any case, we are too small
8 country to talk in terms of doctrines. Doctrines belong to the great
Powers.

An under-developed country cannot be presumptuous and talk in terms
of doctrines. So, on principle of it I do not accept the analogy of the Hallstein
Doctrine, but nevertheless, certainly if any premature measure is taken in
connection with a part of my country which has been forcibly occupied
by a foreign power and especially when we have entered into negotiations
between the leaders of East and West Pakistan, certainly we shall regard
it to be a hostile act, and certainly we will take counter measures, where-
ever counter measures can be taken, if any precipitate and unwarranted
step is taken in that direction. So, I hope I have made my position abun-
dantly clear. I tell my brethren (rom East Pakistan: do not worry, we
stand by you. Pakistan is indivisible. Pakistan shall remain one and no
power on earth can dismember Pakistan by force. The difficult days have
passed and Insha Allah with the consent and will of the people we shall
build a new Pakistan, e greater Pakistan and a more prosperous Pakistan.

Finally, to the fourth estate 1 will meke an appeal. I cannot order any-
one. I would liketo make an appeal to my countrymen that please let us now
look inwards. Let us look up our own mistakes. Let us do some soul-search-
ing. Let us get together and find out what is wrong with the state of affairs
and forget criticising the great Powers and the foreign countries. There has
been some references in the Press about what the American and British
Press has been saying. I beg of you to forget it. There are many other
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things you can write about. You can write about internal matters, interng]

reforms. What we should do. Please guide us on this matter. We have great
respect for the fourth estate. We wan_l you to tell us what we should do, Leave
one. Look inside, look into y_our ow_n frontiers. If some people
write against us, forget it. Let them write against us. They would Write
for us il we do the right things. Please forget the world outside and look
at your own country. Let us look at ours?l-ves. Let them write what they
want to write. 1 do not think they are writing about us in bad fajp. We
have made mistakes, soO let us not be sensitive about these things. Let us
make that new Pakistan which everyone will praise. We shall prefer 1o see
no references critical of any of the great power or any other country ang
(hat includes India. Let us make our own country and I think we wilt make
it a great country—one of the greatest countries in Asia. This is my belief
and it has always been my beliel that Pakistan has a great role to play in
Asia for stabilizing the world peace. We have a great role to Play else-
where but first of all let us build Pakistan of the Quaid-i-Azam apg we
will find that we have a great contribution 10 make, but for Heaven's sake

the world al

leave the world outside.
When I was being swom in, many thoughts crossed my mind. The pri-

mary one among them was the welfare of our people, welfare of our
peasants and welfare of the labouring classes, the poor section of the com.
munity. We have to address ourselves to them. We have to open a dialogue
with them and we have to return to them. We left them, that is why we
re in such a mess. We have to clear this mess. We have to clear the debris.
So, let us leave the outside world to itself. I saw a terrible picture of Dorian
Gray. Let us put this picture aside. Let us make a new piclure, a new
Pakistan and 2 Pakistan of the Quaid-i-Azam—one glorious state based
on principles of justice, equality and fraternity. I thank you all.
Pakistan Paindabad.



Address to judges, lawyers and magistrates at Lahore
on December 29, 1971

Pakistan has been badly betrayed. The people of Pakistan have been
humiliated and fed on lies over the years. It is about time that we speak
the truth to one another. It is about time that we do a little bit of soul-
searching. Unless we can put our own house in order we cannot face the
formidable challenge that faces the nation.

I do not intend 1o present a gloomy picture. Undoubtedly, it is a depres-
sing situation but I have confidence, and something tells me in my heart
that if all of us put our shoulders to the wheel, if all of us rededicate our-
selves to the path of righteousness and truth, this great nation will sur-
mount the present crisis.

As I have said repeatedly, we will build a new Pakistan, a stronger
Pakistan, and a more powerful Pakistan—the Pakistan that was dreamt
by the poet-philosopher and which was achieved after a great struggle
under the leadership of the Quaid-i-Azam.

We have inherited a terrible legacy. We have 1o clear a very big mess.
1 want to tell the judiciary and the lawyers that I stand by my pledge that
democracy will be restored as soon as possible. I am making this declara-
tion in Lahore which is an extremely important centre of the legal pro-
fession. I am making this i as a rep ive of the people
to whom I am accountable. Military dictators make commitments and
then wriggle out of them because they are not accountable to the people.
But a person whose roots are in the people and who owes everything to
the people can neither by-pass nor betray them. We have all seen the
fate of my two predecessors. I do not want to bave the same fate. I want
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to go back home and live among my people. And 1 v;rant to kno‘.., that
I 1ried to do something for my country so that they could tell my children
that their father did try to serve Pakistan and that he did not try 10 yse

ictator.

polw:: :2;6:::1!;: ;Ialional Assembly tomorrow. There is no difficulty,
whatsoever, for me to do that. My party has an m_rerwhelming majority in
the National Assembly. As such, I can convene it tomorrow or !!1: day
after. But the crisis is so grave and so fundamental that T m.'n trying my
best 10 take a non-partisan approach to the problems of Pakistan. Some-
time it might be better to operate behind the cover of lh.e Assembly. But
1 am sure all of you realise the implications of convening the National
Assembly of Pakistan at this moment. If we c_onvenel the Ass‘embly, East
Pakistan represeptation will not be there. This has its own implications
which will apply not only to the convening of the Assembly but also to

the Constitution. It is a d preced sine qua non—that we
know the whole national picture—at least we know in what direction we
are moving.

1 was sworn in on December 20. On December 27 I had my first meeting
with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. You can judge my good faith from that.
1 do not want to say anything about that meeting. In the first place, I do
not think that it would be conducive to the outcome of our efforts. Also,
1 believe, it is his (Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's) wish that for the moment
we keep our di ions strictly fidential. I think this is a correct
approach,

So, we must move rapidly in that direction. We like to convene a
genuine National Assembly and the starting point will be the results of
the elections of December 1970. That is why we have annulled the subse-
quent bogus by-elections which were held two months ago.

As far as the Constitution is concerned, we intend to move fast in that
direction. T am going to have further discussions with the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court as well as with others. Believe me when I say that
Iam determined to move as fast as possible for the restoration of detmo-
cracy. I do not want to give a date today. I hope that in the near future
T will be able to give you a specific date depending on the development of
events. In the past three years we have had so many dates and so many
schemes. I want to keep my date with the people of Pakistan. You will
hear soon and you will be sble to judge our bona fides as time passes.
You will soon be able to smell and sense whether we are being genuine
or W are just trying to drag our feet. We have no intention of dragging
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our feet. We cannot deceive the people. It is impossible to deceive the
people.

In the meantime, taking limited advantage, if there is any in this limited
period of time, we hope that we can progress on the road to reform. I
think it is about time that the people of Pakistan were given elementary
justice. They have suffered far too long. Our people are amongst the poorest
in the world. We have an unequitous system—a system that has badly
exploited the poor people of this country. While saying this I am not
speaking agein in political terms or in terms of my party's philosophy.
These arc fundamental matters. The kind of reforms that we intend having
are thosc that any society would like to have in the East or West.
That is why I have said that we will have certain reforms which are basic,
on which there can be no doubt, at which no one can raise a finger and
say that we took advantage of the present situation. So, I think, as time
passes you will see that these reforms will be announced. We have to
move fast. Some people are already complaining that we are moving too
fast. T do not think so in view of the mess which is so great and so heavy.

The sphere of reform has to move from one end of the spectrum to the
other. We don't want anything arbitrary. We are not blood-thirsty. I have
told the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court that we do not want to be
arbitrary. We will go by the guidance and advice of the judiciary on
matters of reforms within the judiciary. I think you will ail agree with me
that there is need for reforms in the legal profession and in the judiciary,
a9 there is in any other institution. Asa matter of fact, talking in terms of
institutions, the judiciary was the only one which relatively had kept
itselfl intact. But when there is a decomposition all around you it is not
possible for one institution to escape its effects. So also, as a result of the
system—as a result of what has happened in the last ten years, especially
in the last two and a half years—it has become necessary to do a little
bit of pruning everywhere and I think the tree of state will look much better
after that pruning has been completed.

You must have read in the papers that we have appointed a high-
powered commission. The Chief Justice of Pakistan is heading it. It will
go into the question of the military debacle in East Pakistan and the
cease-fire on the Western borders of our country. There are many mystily-
ing aspects of this problem. That is why I decided on an independent
judicial inquiry so that we could have an objective answer to this mystify-
ing development. It really mystifies me. There are certain things which
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i ut together.
' S;ﬂ;lr"g’::::f:’ople ire demanding many things. We havF taken action
in trying to clean the Armed Forces. The Armed Forces, like the people
of Pakistan, have been betrayed. They h_ave also been let _down. Our
Jawans, our young officers, some of our senior officers are hgrolc. They are
valiant. They fought bravely against overwhelming f)dds. But, hke- the people,
they too have been the victims of the system. Having learnt a bitter lesson,
please feel completely assured, have no doubt, my brolhen:s, in your minds
that we will never try to perpetuate this evil of dictatorship. The dictator-
ship really destroys. Look, what it has done to our country. Look, what
it has done to our people. It was not so much the supremacy of India’s
man-power or her resources. It was the freedom of speech. There were
blies. There was bility. In our country there was no acount-
ability. Without accountability it is not possible to maintain the required
dards needed by y times. It is, therefore, essential that
we must make everyone and every institution accountable. I understand
the need for pointing an accusing finger. But where are we going to point
an accusing finger? If we do so in one direction, from there it goes to the
other direction. In the end, the finger must turn to every individual and
to the society as a whole.

I would like to see again that the morale of the Armed Forces and the
morale of the people is lifted. It is essential to lift the national morale.
The Armed Forces and the people were separated. We must bring them
together again. The Armed Forces arise from the people. I the people
are good, the Armed Forces cannot be bad. This segregation and

lack of bility is chiefly ible for this state of affairs. We
would like to see a return of the people and the Armed Forces to a har-
relationshij ded by a parliament and adjudicated by

an independent judiciary.

I would not take much of your time. I shall conclude by saying that I
will do everything within my power to see that democracy is restored as
soon as possible. This is notan empty promise. This is my promise to the
people of Pakistan to whom I am accountable. Secondly, some essential
reforms and pruning is absolutely necessary. In the limited time that we
have &t our disposal, we intend to carry out these reforms in the supreme
interest of the people of our country. Thirdly, my approach, as far as
possible, I cannot say entirely, will be non-partisan. I will try to approach
national problems in a non-partisan manner. 1 want to give an assurance
to other parties that there will be no victimisation. We will not, in any
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way, indulge in power politics or in petty politics when there is a national
crisis. In order to atlain this, we must have reciprocity, we must have
co-operation. If co-operation is lacking, if there is no reciprocity, and if
in the same spirit we do not find co-operation from the other parties,
then, I am afraid, it will not be possible to extend this kind of co-operation
because we have to move ahead. We have to move forward.

Fourthly, as far as the judiciary is concerned, I want to give them the
assurance that we want this institution to be resuscitaied. We want an
independent judiciary. We want all citizens of the country, from President
to the humblest cilizen, to come under the rule of law.

I assure you finally that as a Musalman and as a Pakistani, I am
determined 1o vindicate national honour. All I need is your co-operation
and your prayers. If I have your co-operation and your prayers, the
enemy will know how we can deal with him.



Address to intellectuals at Lahore on December 30, 1971

Addressing a large gathering of intellectuals in Lahore on December 30,
1971, President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto declared once again that his Govern-
ment will pot rest until national honour has been vindicated. He said
«we want to live in peace in this subcontinent. We want to live at peace
with all our neighbours, particularly with India, but not in the manner in
which India wants us to live. We want to enter into a dialogue with India.
Even prior to this we had desired a dialogue with India but on the basis
of justice and certain principles—the same principles on which this sub-
contlipent was partitioned. We can initiate the dialogue tomorrow. But
we will not have a dialoguc of the type of Tashkent. We have the back-
ing of the people. Tam a representative of the people. I, therefore, can-
not betray my people. 1am prepared to open a dialogue with India to-
morrow.”

Continuing, President Bhutto said that if India agreed to enter into a
dialogue with us she would have to give up the attitude she adopted recent-
ly in Dacca. That mentality had to be dropped by India. The dialogue
would be political and based on honour. President Bhutto declared, “I
would rather die than surrender.”

Recalling the conditions and the circumstances in which Pakistan had
come into being, President Bhutto said, “we in Pakistan accepted the
fact of Partitionwithout any meatal reservation, but India never reconciled
to the creation of Pakistan. The proof of this is that in the last 24 years
India attacked us three times.”

President Bhutto gave the assurance once again that democracy will be
restored as soon as possible and that there would be no political victimisa-
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tion. He said, “only yesterday I made a solemn pledge in the presence
of the judges and lawyers and I repeat this pledge in your presence that
democracy will soon replace dictatorship. We will soon give you a consti-
tution—a popular constitution—a democratic constitution. This is my
promise to you."

Recalling his appeal of December 20 about the quick return of the
country’s wealth that lay abroad, President Bhutto warned that time was
fast running out and no more appeals would be issued. This was not an
empty threat. He meant business. If they did not heed this last warning,
their factories and their families would not be spared. He warned, “if T
can go to jail—ifl Sheikh Mujibur Rahman can go to jail—if other leaders
can go to jail, why can't they? And then the matter will not end with the
prison bars. It might go lurther.” .

The President said that he knew that secret confabulations were going on
among the members of the 22 families. But they must know that they
would not be allowed to play the game of hide and seek with his Govern-
ment.

Demanding immediate return of the loreign exchange, President Bhutto
said, “my plans are ready. There is still time for you to surrender to the
country honourably what belongs to the country. That wealth belongs to
the working classes of this country—the peasants, farmers and labourers.
We need foreign exchange desperately for the defence of the country, for
its economic build-up and for the total eradication of poverty. It is against
our national honour that we should be going out every now and then
begging for foreign loans.”

Continuing, President Bhuito warned the 22 families that he would
never allow them to digest their ill-gotten gains. They could retain their
mills and factories but they must parl with what belonged to the poor
masses of this country.

President Bhutto assured the 22 families that il they brought their foreign
exchange back to Pakistan, they would be entitled to bonus. Beyond that,
nobody would bother them. Instead, they would be praised for their patriot-
ism and for coming to the rescue of the nation at this critical juncture.

Turning to the demands of the students, President Bhutto said that he
had already had consultation with the Vice-Chancellors and that certain
reforms were on the anvil. They must give him some time. If they had
waited for thirteen years under dictatorial regimes, they could also wait
just for a few days more under a popular Government. He told the students
that they were the leaders of tomorrow and the future of the country
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lay in their hands. o . .

Emphasising the need for disclpl_lne. Presnde.nt Bhutto said that the
tragic predicament in which the nation found itsell 1oday was dye also
1o indiscipline, disorderliness, and utter lack of sense of responsibility,

Referring to the slogans against the bureaucracy, President Bhuito
said that its day was up. He had already told the bureaucrats that they
must revolutionise their thinking on and approach to the problems and
requirements of the common man. They must realise now that they were
the servants of the people and not their masters.

Talking about the corrupt practices prevalent in the services, President
Bhutto declared, *Insha Allah we will finish the evil of bribery pretty soon.
If our hands are clean and if we Hold our whip firmly, you will see that
all the corrupt practices in the services will evaporate in no time.”

Continuing, President Bhutto said that although the British had left
the subcontinent, their legacy was very much there. “We hate the English
language but we still love the British system of administration.” he pointed
out. The President said that the need of the hour was to disown the system,
which the Englishmen had left behind, and not their language, which,
by an historical accident, was now an international language. English
was the language ol science. If they ignored it they would suffer in the
field of scientific and technological knowledge. Their standards in this
field must not fall. He said, “intolerance must be eschewed. I do not say
that English should hold a distinctive place in our day-to-day life. We
must promote our own language and our own culture. But this does not
mean that we should turn our back completely on the English language.
We need it also for our advancement.”



Address to the nation, announcing nationalisation of 10
categories of industries on January 2, 1972

T had made a pledge Lo the people of Pakistan to implement important
industrial reforms in the country. 1 am now beginning to redeem this
pledge. As from today, the control and command of the people over the
lollowing categories of industries have been asserted:—

1. Iron and Steel Industries.

Basic Metal Industries.

Heavy Engineering Industries.

Heavy Electrical Industries.

Assembly and Manufacture of Motor Vehicles.
Tractor Plants, Assembly and Manufacture.
Heavy and Basic Chemicals.

Petro-chemical Industries.

Cement Industry.

Public Utilities, that is to say:

(a) Electricity, Generation, Transmission and Distribution;
(b) Gas; and

(¢) Oil Refineries.

I am determined to see that the common man enjoys the true benefits
of industrialisation. The system of permits and licences has so far benefited
only a few lamilies. Not even the small investor has been spared the
exploitation of the ruling tycoons. The wealth of the nation must be for
the benefit of all the people and cannol conlinue to be concentrated in
the hands of a few individuals.

The industries that have been taken over bear upon the life of every
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cilizen and form the base without which no induls(rial development in (he
real sense can take place. The control of these industries now rests with
the State of Pakistan for the benefit of the people of Pakistan. The people
are now in charge of the course of their own industrial development.
Now that these undertakings are to be ulilized for Lhe sole benefit of (he
State and the common man, the workers must make every effort to ensure
increased production and the success of these enterprises. We musl dedicate
all our energies to ensure maximum production and highest quality.
The workers will now have a real stake in the success of these undertakings.
In their own interest they must now work harder than ever before. There
is no substitute for hard work; no nation can hope to succeed without
hard work. All the workers in these undertakings must pledge themselves
to achieve this national aim.

There is now a people’s Government, and the people are the ultimate
masters of lhe country’s destiny. They must be ever vigilant against all
those who attempt by force or fraud 1o misguide the workers who pro-
duce the wealth of Pakistan. Such attempts must not succeed—we will
not permil them 1o succeed.

As 1 have earlier declared, only limited reforms in the industrial field
are possible in the present circumstances. It is not the intention of the
Government to extend control over other categories of industries. It is
also necessary 1o make it clear that the new arrangements will not afect
the foreign investmenl and loreign credit. We expect that after these clear
assurances, industries in other categories will maintain the norms of produc-
tion and performance that Government will prescribe.

It is our firm intention to have a happy blend of the public and private
seclors. In this, I am confident, the private sector will co-operate lully.
Tt must also produce 1o maximum capacity and improve quality. Tt must
treat their workers with dignity. It must not only increase the wealth of
the nation at home but bring back from abroad the hidden wealth of
the nation. Tt must realise that everything in the country must be harnessed
for the wellare and well-being of all the people of Pakistan. IT it fails to
co-operate of its own [ree volition, it will be compelled to do so-.

In the end, I repeat my exhortation to the working people of Pakistan

to work hard and make our new enterprise of state-controlled industry
a grand success.



Translation of the speech delivered at a public meeting
in Karachi on January 3, 1972

My dear comrades, [riends, elders, workers, my dear brethren,
Everyone of you kindly settle down and let me commence my speech,
because until you settle down and listen to me with patience it would be
difficult for me to speak. I am a man of the people whose party and
whom you have so kindly elected and it is through your help (hat we
have received our present responsibilities. You must never forget that
Tam one of you, one from amongst you, and that between me and the
people there would never be a wall. I am the product of this soil, this
land, and T am fully conscious of the feclings of the people and their
sentiments. You must never allow yoursell any misunderstanding
about my position, because whatever position of honour I have
received, it has all been through you and so there would never be a distance
between you and me. There never can be. I am a man of the people and
would live and stay with people. It is for this reason that I am really not
liking this wall that they have raised between you and me here at this
place where T am addressing you today. Afler all, I have been addressing
you before too. Haven't I addressed public meetings in this place before?
Even then while I used Lo speak, you used to lislen to me with interest and
there was never any need of a wall like this. Even on those occasions
there used to be police but it was there to disrupt our public meet-
ings and charge us with batons, because during those days police was not
the people’s police. 1t was not the fault of the police. In those days police
used 1o belong to a handful of people serving onme dictator or the
other, but now the police belongs lo the people and so it must serve the
people. Now, therefore, I request you to kindly listen 1o me with patience.
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(Noor Mohammad, take the rostrum away! I do not want this wall
between mysell and my people.) In those days there used to be only one
or two microphones and now there are so many of them thatIam
wondering as to how and from where all these microphones have come.

So, my [riends, I had announced that, as far as possible, I would keep
in close touch with the people. This, 1 had declared, would remain my
endeavour and I would keep meeting them. Thatis why 1 am now
appearing before you in my first public meeting after you have so kindly
given me my present responsibilities. I propose to address similar public
meetings not in Karachi alone but in all other cities because it is necessary
that we should remain in close touch with the people and speak to them.

Dictatorship is a bad thing because of so many reasons, but one of the
worst things about dictatorship is that dictators do not have any contact
with the people and they take their decisions without consulting the
people. These decisions are announced on the radio and the public (ails
to understand as to why such a decision was taken, what were the factors
that motivated it, or what was its background and what exactly were the
facts which led to a decision like that. Thus, it is vital that the decisions
of the Government, the performance of the Government, views of the
Government and the logic of all that the Government does must be
understood and comprehended by the people.

There has been such a big change in our country. The very f[undamentals
have been altered. When I was summoned from New York and was
asked to reach Pakistan at once, the country was very close to a civil war.
I knew that Pakistan was faced with a complex situation. Cease-fire had
been announced. People were dejected, sad and pensive and were waiting
for me to return. I, therefore, thought that I was needed by my country-
men and was wanted in my homeland. But I did not know that things
were so bad, because as truth was never told to you and as you were fed
on nothing but lies, T was also being supplied with incorrect news while
I was away in New York. On the one hand T was being (old that the mili-
tary situation was not bad and that we were fighting and would fight to
the last man, that we would lay every sacrifice and that in East Pakistan
India would not win so easily. I was being told that we could fight for at
least three to six months, that in West Pakistan, too, we were militarily
fully prepared and that we were soon going to take some important
military initiative. So, we were also being misled and misinformed exactly
the same way as you were being misinformed and misled. But the whole
situation was ble and irr ileable. On the one hand there weas
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Radio Pakistan news and on the other there was the international news
which was quite conlrary to our home news. The world news was that
the situation in Pakistan was last deteriorating and that it was becoming
very very critical. At the same time, our radio was asserting that we were
winning, that we were advancing in such and such area. All kinds of
messages were being sent to Secrelary-General U Thant by General Rao
Farman Ali and General Niazi, and on the other hand former President
Yahya delivered a speech saying that if we were defeated on one [ront
we should not mind it because we would be fighting on the other front.
That we would be fighting to the last man. That we would render the
supreme sacrifice.

Now, when I reached home I found that they had sent a special PIA
Boeing plane to feich me, and when I arrived in Pakistan I held dis-
cussions with my [riends and colleagues. I said to them lhat we were
completely misled. I told them that while messages were being received
from Farman Ali and Niazi that they were prepared to lay their arms
and surrender immediately and did not want lo fight any more, we heard,
at the same time, the speech of Yahya Khan that they would be fighting
to their last breath. I asked my [riends as to what was to be done in a
situation like that. My friends told me that all that I was reading in the
world press was more or less the correct situation and whatever was being
given out in Pakistan was nothing but lies. Now, therefore, when the
country had reached a civil war situation (more or less) and the biggest
crisis of its history, precisely at that moment Yahya Khan had asked
us (our Party) to accept power, saying that he was transferring power to
the people. He said 10 me that [ must accept the Government which
belonged to the people and that J was the representative of the people.
1 told him that the ship of the nation is afire. 1 told him, “when the ship
of the nation is sinking, you are running away and asking me to accept
to steer it.” I told him that if the conditions would have been normal
or even near normal, I would have been happier and more readily
accepted this situation.

Citizens of Karachi, you would bear me out that [ and my Party had
declared in April and appealed in the name of God that power should
be transferred immediately to the people and their representatives other-
wise things would go completely out of control. You would recall that
in this very city, at the mausoleum of the Quaid-i-Azam, on [1th Septem-
ber, I addressed a public meeting and in my speech I said: “Oh! you
amateurs and novices; Oh! you tyrants, give up the power because you
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are not capable of governing the country. There were polilical problems
for which political solutions were to be sought. Elect the people, transfer
power lo the people.” To that Yahya Khan and his colleagues “’-Pllf‘-d lhlal
they were not ready (o do so beCﬂU§e they were “_’ hf_"d by-elections in
East Pakistan and were supposed to give a lnew constitution to (-hc country.
They said that they would transfer power in January or sometimes during
the new year. They also said that whoever talked of l!]e transfer of power
was a traitor. You would recall that they were talking exactly like that
and their henchmen were also saying that lhos-e who talked of transfer
of power to the people were traitors. Now it is forlyou, the people of
Karachi, to give your verdict as to who proved a traitor. Were they the
traitors or were we the traitors? What did these people do? They had
beaten the workers. What did they do? They lashed the peasants. They
lashed and beat the people who were poor and in rags. They beat the
poor and kept the rich happy. They ruined the country so much that we have
now reached our present lragic plight. No sir, it is nol defeat. This certainly
is not the defeat of the people of Pakistan. The youth, the proud and the
brave people of Pakistan are not defeated. It is the defeat of those cowards
and corrupt people who tried to eslablish an incorrect system and who
tried to maladminister this country. So now, my [riends, my brothers, my
sisters, I am not at all a happy man today. You should not think that |
have come here a happy man. How can I be happy? I am a Pakistani
patriot. I have been fighting for the nation ever since I was a student.
I fought for Pakistan and for my nation. When we were students we used
to dream that one day this would be the greatest and the largest Muslim
state in the world. So, do you think 1 am addressing you today as
a happy man. No, I am the most unhappy and sad person today.

You would recall that in my first speech in Rawalpindi I wished that I
should not have been alive to see this day, but one has to live because
the nation is alive. The living nation, my [riends, would need living deci-
sions. You must remember the situation we are in today. A part of Pakistan,
the biggest part of Pakistan, the biggest province of Pakistan, the
province we called Muslim Bengal, the biggest province of the country,
yes, the same province, its brave people, Muslims, Pakistanis, all of that is
now in the hands of the enemy. Comrades, my friends from Karachi
who used to hear that they were Sindhi refugees, they were Punjabi refugees,
Pathan refugees in this city—well, today we all have become refugees.
We are all relugees because today our biggest province is in the hands
of the enemy. Do you think I can be happy over this or over the fact
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that I am addressing you as the President of Pakistan. Oh! no. 1 will
never be addressing you as the President of Pakistan. I would always
address you as Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and it does not matter whether 1 am
addressing you from the platform of the Pakislan People’s Party or (rom
somewhere else.

Now, our prisoners of war, those who belong to the Armed Forces as
well as the ones who are from the Civil Services and who are in the custody
of the Indian Army, they must know that we are doing for them every-
thing possible. Whatever we can do we would do and whatever we are
able to do we are doing. But some patience and forbearance will have
to be shown in the present situation. I would be talking to you in plain
language. You should have no illusions about the Indian Government
which is a very cunning Government. It is not a generous Government,
They thiok that our cilizens, our brave soldiers and other Pakistanis are
like hostages in their hands. But they cannot keep them for long. We
are doing everything for their safety. I want to tell my sisters and my
brathers, parlicularly those coming from the recruiting areas of this coun-
try, that I have instructed the Governor of Punjab to tour those areas
and districts [rom where our brethren who are in Indian captivity
originate—Campbellpur, Sargodha and Mianwali and other areas from
where the bulk of our Army is recruited. I have instructed the Governor of
Punjab to go and tell our brothers and sisters in those areas that we are
making every effort. We are making every endeavour in this regard, but
our efforts and endeavours are with dignity. I am meeting great interna-
tional powers every day. I am meeting the Secretary-General of the Red
Cross and the representatives of Switzerland who are now responsible for
diplomatic liaison between India and Pakistan. I am meeting them and
my Government is making every effort in this regard.

Now, if all these things are not published in the newspapers there is a
reason [or that. It should not be thought that we are not concerned or
that we are not worried on this account. We have lost our sleep
because these prisoners of war are not merely your brothers and sisters
but they are also my brothers and children. I am, therefore, making
every effort and would continue making every possible effort to redeem
the situation. So long as this is the sitvation, we have to, God willing, find
a solution. And why would we not get the solution? If we would follow
the rules of lairness and justice and struggle for it, God willing, we
would find the solution. But if I claim that now, here and immediately
1 have a solution of this problem, I will be only telling you something
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which is not correct and I do not want to tell you incorrect things
and lies because at least for the last 3 years or, shall we say, almost
for the last 13 ycars, you aré hearing nothing but lies and now for God's
sake start hearing some truth even if it is unpalatable. Let me tell you that
we are making every effort but it would take some time. At the moment
they (prisoners of war) are not being treated in a manner that you feel
extra unhappy. We would see that they are not maltreated, After all, the
outside world has a voice which is by no means an ordinary voice and
has got to be heard by everybody. So, [riends and comrades, don’t you
worry on this account. We are making every effort and would continue
making it.

Now, in the days of dictatorship such public speeches were not being
delivered. Perhaps the last speech which was ever delivered was by the
East Pakistani Prime Minister, Mr. Suhrawardy, and in my view he was
the last Prime Minister of Pakistan who represented the people and he be-
longed to East Pakistan. Now that a people’s representative has reached
this status, I would be addressing you and would consult you and would
talk to you and negotiate with you. I have no intention to establish the
dictatorship where the public is asked 1o accept this or accept that. God
willing, I would bring democracy in Pakistan. Democracy would come
and you should not worry about it at all.

As I told you, I can get the assembly convened tomorrow, the next
moment. I don’t have to fear the Assembly because after all my party
enjoys 8 majority in the Assembly; butif I convene the Assembly tomorrow,
it would have its own repercussions. It is not possible to summon
the Assembly so soon. After all, how old is our Government? Hardly
20 days. And whal all has not been done in these 20 days or what all would
not be done in future? All that I have promised to you. Yes, I had made
promises with you at the time of elections when our opponents used to
say that this man tells lies and he dances and he does this and he does
that. But even at that time I had said that this was my manifesto which
we should implement because we wanled that in Pakistan the poor man’s
lot should be improved, because we wanted that in Pakistan the people’s
lot should be improved. Pakistan should prosper and progress which of
course was not possible until the lot of the poor workers, the peasants
is not improved and until we fight against want and poverly and until
we bring an end 1o poverty. These were my promises which were not
false and you know that they are not false promises.

We have to fight against time because this is in reality an interim Govern-
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ment. In the interim period T have divided the reforms into two categories.
There is a category of reforms which are pressing and which must at
once be brought about and for which there cannot be any discussion, argu-
ment or controversy. I do not want to hear in this respect anyone’s objec-
tions that he was not consulted or that I am taking any undue advantage
by bringing these reforms, because [ am not doing anything high-handed
in bringing these reforms which are absolutely essential and which are
basic. For instance, yesterday I had taken over some basic industries and
given them into the control of the people. Besides these, there are going
to be many other reforms. These 10 basic industries are not the subject
of any discussion or controversy.

You cannot have all the reforms in one day. Rome was not built in a day.
Even the most sacred reforms were not introduced in one day. Yes, it
took 23 years for the most sacred reforms to be given 1o humanity and
they were brought by our Holy Prophet. 1 am not even worth the dust
of his feet. How can I bring reforms in one day? I can only give a start
to the process. I can only start the engine. [ can only fill the tank with
the fuel. At this time and in this short period when time is passing every
day, [ have to introduce such basic reforms which are absolutely essential.
These are reforms which cannot be objected to by anybody in the A bly.
What reforms I have brought to the industry, what are these industries?
Well, they are our basic heavy industries where there is no competition.
Some people say that they are ill-gotten industries where there is no com-
petition. Yes, there was no competition in these heavy industries. There are
others who are asking me to proceed [urther. They are asking me to take
away textile mills. Well, I would be willing to do so but everything is
nol going lo be done today because, afler all, you first want democracy.
On the one hand you are asking for democracy and on the other hand you
want reforms. On the one hand you say that enough is already done,
on the other hand you say that nothing has so far been done. Where should
we go [rom here? Some people are saying as to why they have done this?
Why have we taken over these big industries, these basic industries?
Confusion is being created in the minds of the people. No compensation
has been given (they complain). This is sheer high-handedness (they say).
Now on the one hand people are saying that it is hardly anything which
I have done and that it is not enough. They say that if they would have
been there they would have done this, and this and that. Now what am 1
saying? 1 am only requesting them to come and join us and work with us
because the sun is not going 10 set today and for good. Tomomrow will
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be another day. So, now let us begin from the beginning in the industry, in
the field of education, towards agricultural .rel'orms. Ye.s, agricultural
reforms are also on their way. They are accu-slng me of befng a landlord,
a feudal lord. How does it matter? My life is for the nation. Lands are
of no consequence to me. At one time I owned three lac acres of land.
Do you know how much did I lose in the Land Reforms? Now, again,
i T have to sacrifice land how does it matter? If workers and peasants are
happy it would be my biggest wealth.

As for the educational reforms, my dear young men, remember that in
Ihe first instalment, in the very first phase, we would bring reforms in
education, in the field of culture. We would bring social reforms and
economic reforms immediately. But this is only the first phase of
our reforms. Later on when the Assembly would be convened, the
rest would be done by the Assembly. Every day they are taunting me about
my manifesto and are reminding me of various provisions of the manifesto.
Well, 1 do not deny all that is written in my manifesto. But who can digest
in one day all that the manifesto contains? Who can eat everything in
one day? Is il an ordinary thing to take over 100 crore rupees worth of
industrial units in one day? I ask you, was it at all easy to do this? Why
didn’t Ayub do it or Ghulam Mohammad or Iskander Mirza or Yahya
Khan? Why didn’t they do it? We had to do it because only we could
do it and none of them had the guts to do it. It is not an ordinary thing
to face the industrialists, the landlords, the world powers, India. After all,
we are also human beings. We are fallible. We can commit mistakes.
But we have taken a start and God is my witness that we would go ahead
and proceed and advance,

My dear comrades, who is going to be benefited by the industrial units
which we have taken over? We have taken them over for the nation. Now
these industrial units have to be run properly. They have now to be run
properly by you, by the workers. You will have to do hard work. With-
out work Pakistan will not be reconstructed. My dear peasants, workers,
and the children of workers, these are your factories, your industries.
Their interest would be your interest. In these units no one would exploit
you. This is a Government of (he peasants. In 24 years, yes, ever since the
death of the Quaid-i-Azam and the Quaid-i-Millat, no Government of this
kind had ever come to power. Don't you make the blunder of allowing
Y°UI'S€11'.IO act as a tool in the hands of the enemy. There are all kinds
of enemics. They would encourage you to stop work and do all sorts of
wrong things. T have banned lock-outs, Very soon I would bring labour
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reforms. Give me some time and you would yoursell see all that we are
going 1o do. We would do everything which is possible. Those people,
those thieves who have gone have left an empty treasury. an exchequer
with no money at all. Now tell me where should 1 get the money
from? I can’t get money from heaven. For that you will have to work and
I will have to work. Now if I don’t work you can demand an explanation
from me for that, but il you do not work I would also demand an
explanation from you.

Lot of latitude has already been given. We do not want people
to be put in jails because ours is a People's Government. 1 have
passed an order to release every one [rom the prisons, which proves
our intentions and our genuineness because we want [reedom. We
want democracy. I have lifted every control from the press. But il here
and there we have lapsed, it does not mean that you should have pulled
such long laces and suddenly become sad and morbid. I have lilted all
press restrictions in principle. Why should I be unhappy and object if a
retired military officer, yes, a retired person, who does not understand
politics and who has led us to this unfortunate situation, keeps raving
and rambling. Let him say what he wants. I have put no restrictions on
that. You may write whatever you want to write and say whatever you
want 1o say. I want that there should be freedom and now if there has been
a minor lapse in this, you have come out with as many as four edito-
rials on that. In Jang, in Javedan, in Nawa-i-Wagt, that an act ol high-
handedness has been committed, that restrictions on three papers have
been imposed. Well, my dear [ellows, pardon me.

Now in this context I notice these days all that is being said and shown
on radio and television, President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, President Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and President Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto. I do not want this at all and for God's sake, Haleez Pirzada,
stop it. Every day President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, President Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto. Exactly as we used 1o hear in the days ol Ayub and got tired of
it. Exactly as we used to hear in the days of Yahya. Now for 3 days do
not mention my name on television and radio, and I do not want that
unnecessarily my name should be mentioned on radio and television,
because I stand for the name of the people and the name of the poor—
your name, your honour. There was a time when we used 1o tune the
radio or television in the hope that perhaps our name would be mentioned
and then during those days we used to have very big public meetings but
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never was our mame mentioned on radio and television. Now nothing
but our name is being mentioned.

Let me assure you that we would not take revenge from any political
party because political reckoning v{ould take _pléce in l'he Asse.".lbly when
we will have democracy and a Parliament. This is a national crisis. At (his
lime we have 10 save our country and build a new Pakistan and when |
say new Pakistan there can be 2 misunders.landmg on this. Because new
Pakistan would be that which the Quaid-i-Azam had visualised, which
he wanted o build, where there was to be no exploitation, loot, violence,
corruption or hypocrisy, a Pakistan which would not be ruled by tyrants.
That is the meaning of a new Pakistan. New Pakistan does not mean
that we want a change in the physiognomy of Pakistan. New Pakistan is
the same Pakistan which was the Quaid’s dream and for which we struggled
and where there should be no exploitation and where there should be a
Government based on justice. A Pakistan where right, truth and fair-
ness should be respected. It would be a Pakistan which would be claimed
by the people as theirs. We are to build that Pakistan which is the biggest
Muslim state of which we are proud. This was the kind of Pakistan which
was the dream of the youth of Pakistan—your Pakistan. The meaning of
new Pakistan is not revenge. Whalever is going to happen would happen
in the Assembly.

As far as the Provincial Assemblies are concerned, [ would soon
make an announcement in this regard. I am (rying to make
such an announcement very soon. But before that we have to do lwo
basic things. First, we have lo come out with the important reforms and
then do the development work. We have 1o rescue the ship of the country
which is sinking in deep waters. We have to pull it out and bring it on
the surface. Besides, on the question of East and West Pakistan we have
to come forward and understand the situation. Understand what is happen-
ing and what relationship are we going to have with India. All these
things do not need many years. Because il we work day and night, I would

inue making of progress towards democracy. It is
my wish and endeavour that the Provincial Assemblies should be con-
vened soon and I should be able to make an early announcement but
T am not making any promises although I would try to make some
announcement within this month.

Alter that we would proceed further, and continue advancing. We
would not give you a false programme. We would not tell you lies like
the previous Governments used (o do. After every four months they
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used 10 blow their Lrumpet. On every 28th of the month, after every four
months, a trumpet used to be sounded and some bluff was heard.
Well, T am not going to do all that. Whatever I am going 10 announce,
whatever 1 am going 1o promise, whatever sacrifices | am required to
offer, I would abide by thal, abide by my promise or else I would not
continue occupying this chair. What am 1? I have not come riding on a
machine gun, or a cannon. 1 am a people's representative. Who has built
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto? The poor have built him. You have built him. I am
under your obligation. 1 am grateful to you and would not forget all
that you have done to me. The promise of democracy is a true promise, a
genuine promise, but those who are shouling every day for democracy to
be ushered immediately, right now and on this day, they are in reality the
henchmen of the capitalists. Beware of them. They do not want that we
should introduce any reforms, any basic reforms. We are introducing
basic reforms. Now if you have waited for 13 years you can cenainly
wait for a little more time. When they were being hit by such a big baton
every day they used to be happy and used to say, thank you, thank you.
But now when something is being done for the prosperity of the people
and when the people’s affairs are being looked after and when the rose
garden is being tended, they are asking every day for democracy.

They are saying that they did not want a non-Pakistani system or a
system not based on the ideology of Pakistan. Now, my dear Pakistanis, we
also do not want a non-Pakistani system. We do not want the Chinese system
or the American system or the Russian system. We want a Pakistani system
and we shall have a Pakistani system. They used to say that our Party would
come and introduce a foreign-oriented system. For God's sake, why?
What is a (oreign-oriented system and what is a local system? Is parlia-
mentary system our local system ? Parliamentary system is a British system.
Now (for them) the Parliamentary system is all right. But if we have an
economic syslem which improves the lot of the poor man and ends exploi-
tation, it is held as a non-Pakistani system and is an un-Islamic system.
Well, we are Muslims and I have always said that we are Muslims. Our
first sacrifice would be for Islam. But what does Islam want? It wanis lo
protect the poor, to improve the lot of the poor, to give respect and dignity
1o the poor. Islam does not want that only industrialists and the capitalists
should thrive. So, all these steps which we have taken. are they un-Islamic?
Who can say they are un-Islamic? Did those people who are criticising us
today introduce any department exclusively looking after Haj and reli-
gious trusts? Mine is the first Government which has set up a department
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for Haj and religious trusls. Why did lheylnol set up a de_Pa"menl like
{hat in 24 years? Was it my gover.nmenl which reflused pgrmlssion Lo 7,000
pilgeims to go 10 Haj? No, I said go and perform Haj. I have stopped
capitalists [rom going abroad. 1 havg sealed the l?orders and 1 will ng
allow Lhese capitalists to go out of this country un_tll the country's foreign
exchange is brought back from abroad and I will see how it does po;
return. God willing, it shall, because it belongs to the people of Pakisiap,
It is the wealth of the poor people of Pakistan.

Yesterday, | announced that the basic heavy industries, such as stee|
etc., would be taken over but I also said thal no more industries would
be taken over and (his is my promise [or the time being. Yes, nothing
would happen until the Assembly is in session and whatever is to be done
will be done in the Assembly. So, now get down to your jobs without
any further worry and let us proceed onwards and work, but I have also
said that we must get back our foreign exchange and il anybody tries 10
be clever with me it would not be a good thing and you have seen thal,
I am a revolutionary, and just as I ask for one file I could do exactly
the same with others. I have told them that if within a specified time
they did not bring back the foreign exchange which belonged to this
country, which was the blood of the poor people of this country, yes,
il they did not bring it back to Pakistan, T would take away everything,
their industrics, and as long as they live I will not leave them to get away
with it. So, bring the oreign exchange back like good people. We want that
they should also prosper and that people should have respect for them,
10oo. We want that this torture, this discomfort, this inconvenience should
come to an end. I am doing everything 10 end prejudice.

Amongst the industrial units which we have taken over was one which
belonged to a (riend of mine who had helped us a great deal dur}ng the
elections. I am grateful to him. But my greatesl friend is my country.
My best (riends are my people. ] had said on the 20th that I have no family,
no children. My children are the people of Pakistan and my family is
Pakistan. So, (here should be no misgivings about it. I had to do this and
whatever is necessary has gol to be done. In that I would have no consi-
deration for my [riends or my family or anything else. I am only going to
do justice and I am sure God will give me the strength to keep my hands
clean. T would serve the nation properly.

I want 10 tell the workers that this is your Governmenl. Stop this
gherao and lock-out. Why do the workers want to fight? They are not
foolish to be wanting 10 fight the Government. Don’t they know theit
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interests? Of course, whalever is within our means we would certainly do
that. But from where we should gel the old wages, (their arrears of
wages). The treasury is emply and until you work how are we going 1o
increase production. If you don’t work [ will have to bring another
Government, perhaps the same Governmenl, the same type of people
who used 1o rule over you previously.

Now listen 10 me, do you want Lo destroy Pakistan? Has Pakistan not
been sufficiently damaged ? Are you such ignorant children who cannot
understand that in two days or even 10 days we cannot do everything?
Don’t you know that your country is a backward country? Don't you
know that in one day I cannol nationalise everything? If you want that
I should nalionalise such and such and such industry how this is
possible? Assembly would also be there and you have to wait for it. Why
are you doing all this to me? I can fight the enemies of the people. [ can
fight the capitalists. I can fight the imperialists. [ can fight every anti-
people element. But I do not want that I should be pitched against workers
and peasants for whom [ want to bring the reforms and whose lives and the
lives of whose children T want to improve. I want to do everything for
their educalion, so why don’t you stop the gherao for which there is no
need? Those who are inducing you Lo resort 10 gherao arec not your
leaders. They are your enemies. They want to weaken this Government.
They want to give trouble to the Government both from the lelt and the
right. They are the agents of the capitalists. They receive moncy from the
capitalists.  appeal to you, my dear workers, to stop, lor God's sake, this
labour unrest and all such things. Start working. Get down to your jobs.
Wherever and whenever there is any injuslice, go to the Governor or the
Vice-President.

We would do everylhing for you and I swear by God and his Prophet
that we will all be on your side. We are your (riends, sympathisers. For
God’s sake, Pakistan has o be rebuilt in which (task) you must co-operale
and supporl us. This is imperative. Like gentlemen you must treal us with
gentleness and co-operate wilh us. We are your friends, we are not your
enemies. Come and lalk 1o us. Whalever we can do we would present it
to you. We would hide nothing from you. Bul don’t press us. We are
already being pressed by India and by other countries. You. who are
our brothers, il you also decide 10 press us where do you think we would
go? How do you think we are going to work ? We are also human beings.
We also have our breaking point. Il you don’t want to co-operate, then
go ahead, you may run Karachi like the small little principalities in
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old Greece. Now, if that is the way Pakistan has Lo be destroyed and if (ha
is the way cnemy’s interest is to be served, wel! go ahead. TI.-Aere are two
ways of destroying Pakistan. One is by aggression from outside and the
other is by aggression [rom within. Tcan ass.ure you that I am not going 1p
fight with you. I would fight with my enemies and super-powers. I would
fight with India, but T would not fight the w_orkers. You are my friends,
my comrades. Why should you want to fight with me? For God's sake, give
me some time. Increase production. Increase business and work. Nothing
can be done without work. They work in Russia, in China, in America,
in France. No sociely has ever been built without work—hard work.

Now what do I say? I simply say that il the people were not working
previously it was because justice was not being done to them. There was
loot and plunder and violence. Now we are gradually putting an end to
all that; but for that you must give us some time. You must have some
vision, some concept of the future. Already, 24 years have elapsed just
like that. You can wait for a little more time. Are you going to remain
unsuccessful lor ever? Twenty-four years and there have been nothing but
failures. India is laughing at us. We were the people who had been ruling
over this subcontinent. But when were we ruling over this subcontinent?
Well, it was when we were industrious and hard-working and God-learing.
But when we gave up Lhese qualities and discarded our principles and gave
up the style and behaviour for which we were distinguished, we arrived
at this pass. The history of the subcontinent had never witnessed a con-
dition as bad as the one we are in today. There is no need to think in terms
of revenge. In any case, I cannot single-handed avenge the situation. No,
not without your co-operation and support. You must remember that this
is a question of our pride, the question of the pride of the Muslims. Oh!
my Muslim brothers, don't you have pride enough to remain patient and
with patience to engage yoursell in the national development so that we
are able to say, “let us go ahead” or “'look, we are going ahead and would
continue going ahead.” Be patient. Calm down and everything would
be done as it should be done.

In this context there are only two more things which [ must tell you.
The first is about Mujibur Rahman. The question is who was responsible
for this present tragic situation and who committed blunders? Well, let
history give its verdict. Some would say that Yahya should be blamed.
Some would blame me and some would accuse Mujibur Rahman. Some-
f)ne wo.uld blame all three of us. No, no, it is all wrong! Let history give
its verdict. T would cut it short. Tn a similar public meeting on 14th Feb-
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ruary I had addressed you which I would touch only briefly today. The
rfzsl would depend on your decision and on the verdict of history. The ques-
tion is, where did I say that the Assembly should have been postponed
for good? When I made a public speech in Lahore on 28th February and
in Karachi on 14th March, 1 had said that Assembly should be postponed
for a few weeks only. Failing that, the 120 days’ limit, which was imposed
for the making of the constitution, should have been abolished. The idea
was that since we were the majorily party of West Pakistan, we had a
point of view of our own. Other parties could say or do whatever suited
them because their sole objective was that Bhutto’s party should not get
into power because he was a friend of the poor and because he would
bring reforms and because he would change the face of the country and
because his was a revolutionary party. It was their sole objeclive to stop
us from going forward. But they were not the majority parties. What was
their role in the Assembly? It was to be our party which was supposed
to go to the Assembly and work because we were the majority party,
the majority party of West Pakistan. So, if any decision was taken in the
Assembly and il it was not to your liking. to the liking of West Pakistan
whom would you have held responsible for that. Certainly not those
parties who were in the minority. You would have said, “well that is
very interesting. We voted for you. We helped you win the elections, and
in return that is what you have brought for us. After all, we also had
rights. Is this the way you were supposed to rep us?”’ Now b

we were particularly supposed to represent you, it was incuambent upon us
to look after your rights. We were, therefore, not wanting anything more
than the necessary time. That was why we asked them to give us some
time to enable us to have negotiations outside the Assembly, to arrive at
some settlement outside the Assembly and get that settlement adopted
in the Assembly subsequently.

The position was that the demands of this wing were entirely different
from what was being done. Thus, this calamity did not [all on Pakistan
like the shooting of the stars, suddenly and unexpectedly. Were we
the people who dismissed Nazimuddin, who was the Prime Minister
ol Pakislan? Were we the people who called Suhrawardy, who was a
member of the first Constituent Assembly, a traitor? Were we the
people who created One Unit? Well, the day One Unit was created, a
year before that day, I had returned home aflter completing my
studies abroad. I wrote a book at that time in which I had predicted
that this country would be divided into two countries, and it is now 14
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years that I had said this. I said that we shmfld havea Fede.ra! Governmey
fiest, and if in that system there was any klnd. of parochialism it Was glf
based on provincialism, pureandsimp_le.l('was either B‘cngalisvs.Punjabisqr
Bengalis vs. Baluchis ot Bengalis vs. Sindhis. BuF now it was West Pakisian
vs. East Pakistan. As if these were two countries. Subsequently, it umeq
out lo be so and people used 10 say that West Pakistan could do this
and East Pakislan could do that. Like the North Korean Republic ang
the South Korea. Like West Germany and East Germany. So, now you tel|
me who created One Unit? Who divided railways? Who bifurcated ser.
vices? Who resorted to exploitation? Who said that East Pakistani inyes.
tors should not be allowed to build factories? Who said that public sector
should not be reorganised ? Who said that poverty in East Pakistan should
not be ended?

The 24 years’ history of this country fell on us in this manner. And so,
we only wished that at least 20 days’ time should be given to us to
face the calamity of these 24 years. We wanted this time to seek an arrange-
ment outside the Assembly and il that settlement was not possible we only
wanled the removal of the (Democles) sword of 120 days to be removed
from above our heads. If we had asked only for 20 or 25 days’ time,
(without any other alternative) heaven would pot have fallen as a
result. If the Parliament of the British was postponed for 20 days and
if the Congress or Senate was postponed for 20 days. heaven did
not fall as a result. But we did not say that. We only said that, my
dear brothers kindly listen (o us and find out if whatever we were
saying was juslified, kindly accept it and accommodate us. After all, we
were also representatives of the people. We were not representatives of
animals, dumb and mute. We were also elected here like you were elected.
We would also be accused by the people like you would be accused. If we
conceded in Dacca 10 certain things which were not proper, we would
be hacked to pieces by our people and would be called traitors like you
would be if you went against the wishes of the people. It would be said
of us that we had barlered them (our people) in such a big way. We hed
blocked their development and progress. The); would not have their
schools and they would not have their education continued. They would
not have (heir hospitals. “What a terrible thing you have done? What 2
cruel thing you have done?”, they would say. At the same time a demand
would have come (o create One Unit again and people from Sind, Frontier

and Baluchistan would have agitated and would have accused us that
the One Unit was again created.
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Clearly, we were in a real fix. Ours was an extremely awkward situation.
To redeem this situation we needed 20 or 25 days' time. Was it a
crime? We said, “please give us some time. Let us have confrontation.
Let us face cach other. For three years we have not talked to each
other.” For 13 years there had not been a people’s Government. On the
17th of December the Assembly was going lo be adjourned. On the
27th of December | was to meet Mujibur Rahman for the first time and
was supposed to say that on the 3rd of March there would be a meeting
of the Assembly. Where would we have arrived within two weeks only?
So we asked Yahya Khan to give us some time, a little time, only 20
days to enable us 1o go to our people and address them and convince them
of the various factors involved. He said that he would think about
it. But on the third of the month he made an announcement and on the
28th of June Yahya Khan said that Mujibur Rahman had promised
him that after the Assembly there would be a settiement.

T ask you, “Why did not Yahya Khan tell this beforc?”” He never told
this to Mujibur Rahman nor 1o me nor to the people. He never said that
this was Mujibur Rahman's promise. Why did he hide this thing from
everybody? And this was not the only thing which Yahya Khan kept
from the people. He did not tell many things because he intended to do
everything which could lead the politicians to their doom. He was arrang-
ing that they should debase themselves completely. He was expecting
that in the Assembly splinier groups of B or 10 political parties should
assemble to help him play one against the other and rule from behind.
He did not have any intention 1o transfer power to the people. That LFO
was a fraud. It was a treachery against the people. Did you see how big
a conspiracy il was? In fact, I suspect that it was a much bigger conspiracy
than we could ever comprehend. Bul we did see through this conspiracy
to some extent. You would recall that when the elections for the Assemblies
were being held, scores of our people were put into jails. Where is Kausar
Niazi? Isn’t it true that they put you in jail ? Yes, he was put in jail. Sindhis
were put in jails. Muhajirs were pul in jails. In Dera Ismail Khan my polling
agent was put in jail. My opponent in Larkana was promised support and
was given money. One polilician was given 20 lacs of rupees. Another
politician was told that power would in no case be transferred to Bhutto
and that even if they were 10 die they would not let power be transferred
to Bhutto. “Over my dead bedy I will transfer power to Bhutto,” Yahya
Khan said. Listen, listen my comrades, listen carefully. The question is
that all these things are now over. We have to build this country once
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again and make every effort o do that. How far can we 02 How wellyr ,,
able to build? Tt all depends on you. All of you will have to make eflons,

As far as Mujibur Rahman is co.ncerned, 1 have l9day come (o ygy,
and would you listen to me? Now if you would not listen to me there js
no need for Lhese public meetings. [ have comé here to _seek YOUT permissigp,
Don't take everything in 2 light-hearted manner. It is a basic and fypg,.
mental issue. And when [ am about to put bef-ore you the basic ang
[undamental issue you starl fighting. You have to give very serious thought
(o il. Are we going (o live a respectable life after 24 years or not? Can(
we walk as [ree people? Such things don’t happen in other countries,
So, listen and sit down and listen carefully. A very important thing,

The question is that as far as Mujibur Rahman is concerned, we
have given a great deal of thought to it. The first time I met Mujibyr
Rahman it was on the 27th and the first question Mujibur Rahman asked
me was il he was a [ree man. He asked me to tell him frankly if he was 2
free man. I said, “‘Yes, you are now [ree and go wherever you wam
to go.” But I said that he should give me a little time. 1 would like 1o
seek the permission of my people because I did not want to take any step
without their permission. Now, my friends, there are two things. One
is that people are saying that this is a trump card in our hands
and we should not loose it withoul bargaining. It is also being advised
that there is no need for bargaining. Leave him to his conscience, lo his
sense of patriotism. It is quite possible that whatever he does may be
dangerous for us or whatever he does may not be dangerous at all. IT it is
dangerous we cannot help it and (or that there is no need to indulge in any
kind of bargaining. 1 agree with this contention that we should not indulge
in any bargaining with him. Now (ell me how you [leel about it? Raise
your hands properly. Do you agree? Do you agree? Thank you, (hank
you, thank you. I am most grateful lo you. You have taken a great load
off my mind. This is a public meeting and Karachi is an international
city. Whatever Karachi thinks the entire nation thinks. Lahore thinks
the same way. Gujrat, Hyderabad, Rawalpindi, everywhere they think
the same way. Their views cannot be different from those of Karachi,
because the nalion is one. So, now I am going 1o Larkana where
1 was born, to pay tribute to the soil of Larkana where 1 was born and
where I would be buried after 1 die. So, now 1 am going to my village.
to my home although my home and my village is the entire Pakistan.

And if you don’t want me 10 go to my birthplace, well, I wouldnt g0
there.
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Now listen to the last thing. My friends, this is about India. Don’t Jet the
world laugh, sit down and listen to what I am going to say about India.
Yes, as far as India is concerned she must remember and should under-
stand it clearly that we did not enter 1his subcontinent the other day.
We know each other very well. They also know us very well. We have not
met or known each other only recently. We started knowing them ever
since Islam, the religion of Allah, the Jast message to humanity, entered
this subcontinent. Victory and defeat are only incidental. For the last
1,000 years victories and defeats have been taking place. Wars were being
waged. For the last 1,000 years we have been facing each other. Now and
then they also have won, but mostly it has been we who have been winning.
I am not boasting. 1 am only telling you the truth and facts of history.
But today India has won a great victory. In the entire history of the subcon-
tinent, India has not won such a big victory—not against the Muslims.
There is no parallel of this in the Indian history. That is the reason why
India is now becoming haughty and boastful and every day threatening us.
Their radio and their rulers are sending messages to [righten our nation and
they are giving new year's messages 1o their people and telling their armed
forces 1o keep ready because they may have to fight very soon in Kashmir
and that if there was going to be peace they would like 1o have some
adjustmenls on our borders and are saying that they have some other claims
too.

So I want to tell the Indian people and particularly the Indian Govern-
ment that I accept that you have inflicted on us a military defeat. Not
only this, I accept more than that. Yes, you have defeated us in a big way.
But in reality this defeat is a minor defeat. Because military failures and
military successes are only transitory, and things which are permanent
are only those which are based on considerations of peace. Thus, it is
Pakistan which has really won because the enlire world, as many as 105
countries, have given a verdict that India was an aggressor against Pakistan
and that she had illegally occupied Pakistan's territory and that this occu-
pation should be removed and Indian forces should withdraw to their
borders, while our forces should withdraw to our [rontiers. 1 want to tell
India that we do not want to enter your territory because your territories
are yours and our terrilories are ours. So, if you are genile and
far-sighted people and i you want peace and tranquillity and if you want
mutual friendship and if you want that our poor nations should
progress and fight poverty and want and eradicate them for good, it is
necessary that whatever seitlement takes place should be based on
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justice and fair-play- As an immediate St_:p to (hat end, T have take, two
decisions. In the first phase I h-ave decided tr:\ bring for my Nation gy,
necessary referms and help Pakls‘tan de\f-elop itsell’ strongly. 1 haye alse
started negotiations and talks with Mujibur Rahman -which the whoje
world wants and which all the three super powers a.nd big countrieg Wan,
I had talks with all the three ambassacllors, the Chinese Ambassador, {p,
American Ambassador and the Russian Ambassador. 1 have (o) al
three of them that today, after I have an_:ghl the permission of my people,
my brothers and sisters, after T have visiled Larkana, I would have some
negotiations with Mujibur Rahman and woulldllhen leave him (ree 1o 20
wherever he wished 1o without any pre-conditions. 1 am also telling this
lo India today. They were demanding the release of Mujibur Rahman who
is a Pakistani citizen. I say to India, “How are you concerned with him?
But since this is the voice of the world and we cannct ignore the voiee
of the world like you also cannot ignore the voice of the world which
says that Mujibur Rahman should be released, we are submitting ourselyes
to the wishes of the world.” Now India must also hear the voice of
the world which is saying that she must remove her troops Irom Pakistan's
territory. She must also submit to the wishes of the world like we are doing.
India also lives in this world where we live.

I Indians want that the people of India and the Government of India
should live with dignity and respect in this subcontinent then 1 want (o
tell the Prime Minister of India that we also want the same. We also
want that we should live as a nation within our territories. We have no
agpressive designs against their nation and if they do not have any
aggressive designs against our nation they are welcome to build their
country and allow their people to progress and prosper and allow
us to prosper and progress in our country and live with respect and
dignity in this subcontinent. This is my invitation to her as the repre-
sentative of Pakistan and its people. I am not saying this like a General
or a dictator because India must know that my voice is the voice of
Pakistan, the voice of the brave and proud people of Pakistan, and if she
accepts this invitation we are ready for negotiations and discussions.
l_have said it earlier. 1 am saying it again that we are ready for
discussions and negotiations and T and my colleagues are prepared 10
leave for Delhi today or the very next day. I am prepared to address2
public meeting there if the Indian Prime Minister allows me to do &
bcclause T want to go to the Indian people and 1 want to tell them that
their Government has wronged them and made them enemies of Pakisia®
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India, where people are suffering from poverty, where people are dying
of bunger—exactly the same way [ also have hungry people in my country.
This is a conspiracy of the capitalists and the imperialists—a conspiracy
against the people of India and the people of Pakistan.

I is, therefore, wrong for India to think that because they have
occupied half of our country, our majority province, I am talking from a
position of weakness. No, 1 am not talking from a position of weakness.
Mine is the voice of the people and I want to tell the Indian Government
that if they did not want peace and tranquillity and if the Indian Govern-
ment wanted to desiroy Pakistan and if they wanted to resort (o the same
aggression against West Pakistan which they committed against East
Pakistan, they must know that in West Pakistan we have a people’s Go-
vernment (oday. They are welcome to do so. It would be confrontation of
corpses, confrontation of the dead; life would fight against life. Indian
Government must understand this and listen to me that we are a proud
and self-respecting nation. She should know that her armed forces cannot
frighten us. This is a question of our pride and dignity. This is the ques-
tion of our valour. Death is better than this life. Our nation will fight. Its
children will fight. This nation will fight in every house. in every field, but
whatever may happen we are not going to be the aggressors.



Message of thanks sent to President Muammar Kadhafi
on January 5, 1972

In a message to the Libyan President, Mr. Muammar Kadhafi, released
on January 5, 1972, President Bhulto expressed Pakistan’s gratitude for
Libya's moral and malerial support extended to Pakistan in its struggle
to preserve its national independence and territorial integrity. He was
replying to the Libyan President’s message of greetings on assumption of
office as the President of Pakistan. Following is the full text of President
Bhutto’s message.

“Excellency brother President Muammar Kadhafi, no messages are
needed between brothers, but at this early opportunity I want to express
to you and to the great people of Libya the sincere gratitude of the people
of Pakistan and myself for moral and material support extended to us in
our struggle to preserve our national independence and territorial integrity.
Your Excellehcy’s repeated and definite condemnation of military aggres-
sion, aimed at dismembering our motherland, has been a source of inspira-
tion and strength 10 us.

“I would very much have liked to convey our thanks to you personally
but situation in Pakistan does not permit my leaving the country at this
critical juncture, but I am confident that we will scon meet. I need hardly
convey to Your Excellency that Pakistan is also your home and you are
welcome 1o your home at any time convenient to you.

.“As the great leader of brother Muslim Libya you are fully acquainted
Wl(h' the situation in our region. India uses the same arguments as Israel
for justifying her aggression. Their techniques are similar. Both treat with
contempt world opinion as expressed through UN. Each claims right 10
impose her will upon her neighbours by armed force. This similarity in
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the behaviour of India and Isracl represents a concerted attempt to weaken
Islamic countries and to our

PP

Y

as a force
following the end of the colonial era. This was nol realised by some coun-
tries in the case of Isracli expansionism. It has now become obvious. It
is imperative for Islamic countries who believe in progress to co-ordinate
our policies and 10 co-operate with each other in order to defeal aims of our
adversaries to divide and sow dissension among us.

“Our Arab brothers have a stake in ensuring the vacation of Indian
aggression from East Pakistan. If India succeeds in retaining fruits of
military aggression, Israel can hardly be forced to vacate Arab lands. As
the leader of a great Arab country, Your Excellency has rightly taken a
correct and historic position against Indian aggression. In this grave hour
of trial the people of Pakistan are confident of Libya's fullest support and
co-operation for an undisputed principle of state relations.

“Please accept, Excellency, my best wishes for your health and happiness
and for progress and prosperity of fraternal people of Libya which, under
your dynamic and energetic leadership, will reach great beights of glory
in the interest of Arab world, the Third World and, above all, Islam.”



Letter addressed to Ministers and Governors
on January 6, 1972

In a letter to ull the Ministers and Governors, President Bhutto asked
them to keep to the maximum extent in touch with the people, their senti-
ments and aspirations, und also directed that the colonial mentality of
expecting large receiving lines und receptions involving Deputy Commis-
sioners, Commissioners and olher Government officers in atiendance
must come to an end. Following is the full text of the lettcr.

“Tor the first time a representative Government, reflecting the will of the
people as capressed in the 1970 Genceral Elections, has taken charge of
the destiny of the country. You as Minister/Governor are the representa-
tives of the people and of a revolutionary party. You must act accordingly
and in the highest service of the people and the nation.

“One basic and preliminary point must be kept uppermost in mind—
that you should to the maximum extent remain in touch with the people,
wilh their sentiments and aspirations. This can best be achieved by travel-
ling among the people os much as possible, visiting villages, puying sur-
prise visils. The coloninl mentality ol expecting Inrgc receiving lines and
receptions involving Deputy C issi 3, C i and other
Government officers in atlendance must come to an end. Governmen}
officers must work and not be distracted from their work to arrange
reception paraphernalia. This does not mean that these officers should
not show due respect, Pomp, show and ceremony do not represent respect.
Respect must be earned, and carned the hard way by hard, honest work.

“This standard of service 1 am not only setting down for you but fully
intend to maintain myself as an example. I am confident that no occasion
will arise in the future for me to send you a reminder.”




Statement on convening of Provincial Assemblies
made on January 22, 1972

The strength of Pakistan lies in the people of Pakistan. Without the
participation of the people no nation can hope 1o succeed. Pakistan has
been made weak because the people have been denied their rights. Their
vaice has been stifled, their uspirations ignored. The wishes of the peoplc
can be properly manifested only through institutions. For this reason
previous regimes made it their nim to systematically destray all institutions.
If the country is to be rebuilt, democratic institutions must be restored.
The people must be allowed their rightful share in the nation-building
process. This must be at ull levels,

As a first slep towards the fulfilment of this aim, we propose to convene
the Provincial Assemblies on the 23rd March, This is the historic day on
which the Muslims of the subx tved to 8 democratic
country of their own. Elections will be held between 15th and 20th February
1o fill women’s seat in the Provincial A lics. Once these A bli
have been convened, Provincial Ministrics will be formed on the basis of
Parliamentary norms. These Ministries will reflect legislative majority.

I may add that Governors have expressed the need for immediate

to run the admini ion and for the implementation of reforms.

1 understand their need. I mysell have found it necessary to have such assist-
nnce al the Centre. The Governors cannot single-handedly run the entire
| hinery of the Provinces. The people’s needs are urgent and
urlenl heed must be paid to them. For this purpose, Advisers to the
Governors will be appointed for the brief period pending the convening
of the Provincial Assemblics. We will make every effort to sce that these

blich
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Advisers reflect the full range of public opinion. In the Norlh-W_esl Frontier
Province and Baluchistan, where my Party does not have a ma_Jority in the
Provincial Assemblies, we will consult andlseek the co-operallor_n of other
parties. It should be made clear thatlexlenslon ol .Such CO-OPel‘ifl.lon _lo the
Governors would be without prejudice to respeclive party position in the
Provincial Assemblies. . X .

We propose to take a further step to Pf"\g about direct participation
of the people in Government. 1 am abolishing the s_ys(em of Basic Democra-
cies—a system that has bred nothing but nepousml arlld t?orruplion, a
system that reduced democracy to a farce. We are bfmgmg in a system of
purely representalive local government on the basis of adult franchise
and direct elections. These elections will be held on 15th of March. In the
rural areas, the system will consist of District Councils, in small towns,
People’s Committees and in the cities, People’s Municipalilies.

Thus, democracy will be brought to everyone's door step and within
everyone’s teach. These elected bodies will live in intimate proximity
with the daily needs and day-to-day problems of the people, helping the
helpless, curing the sick, mobilising the sirong, educating the young and
generating a new dynamism from one end of the country to the other.
These representative bodies will be accountable to the masses. They will
promote co-operative effort in agriculture, foster small-scale industry,
build houses, roads, schools and hospitals. Everyone will contribute his
share.

It is being asked why I continue to act under the cover of Martial Law.
I hold the office of President and Chief Martial Law Administrator. T am
President as an elected representative of the people. I have a mandate (rom
the people, a mandate without parallel in our history. My Party controls an
overwhelming majority in the legislature. The title of Chief Martial Law
Administrator I have inherited. This is not our only inheritance. We have
inherited a country which has suffered an ignominious defeat, with a
demoralised people, a shattered economy, a bankrupt exchequer, and a
future of despair. Will the new sell-professed mentors of democracy, who
readily call for the immediate lifting of Marlial Law, show us how simul-
taneously to lift the masses from their morass of miseries and injustice?
Can any one cite a single example where the coercive provisions of
Martial Law have been used against the common man, the poor and the
millions without voice in the past? We have lought against two ruthless
Martial Laws. Our victory is the victory of the people. We intend to
complete and consolidate this victory.
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The powers of Martial Law have been used collectively and for the
sole purpose of bringing some basic reforms, essential and immediale.
These reforms have been and are being introduced. Once this first phase
of reforms is over—and this will not take long—the ground would be
laid for the full Alowering of democracy. We want a lasting democracy in
which the voice of the people can never again be silenced. This cannol be
brought about by precipilate measures. When we renounce Martial Law
it will be for all time to come. In my next statement ] will deal with this
and the question of the National Assembly. Meantime, Marlial Law is
being pushed rapidly into the background.

On the 29th September last year, I cried out: *This long night of terror
must come to an end. O! my people 1 want your voice 1o prevail.” Walk
through lhe streets today and enquire from the common man and he
will tell you. The night of terror has ended, a new day of hope has dawned.
The voice of the people has prevailed. We will together rebuild our demo-
cratic institutions and a great and new Pakistan.



Message of greetings 1o Mr. Chi Peng Fei, Foreign Minister
of the People’s Republic of China on January 24, 1972

On behalf of the Governmentand the people of Pakistan, and on my own
behalf, 1 have great pleasure in extending 10 you our sincere congratulalions
on your assumption of the office of Foreign Minister of the People’s
Republic of China. We can never forget the repeated expressions of
categoric support given by upholding our just stand in the recent crisis.
1 am confident that the close relations, so happily existing between our
two countries, will continue to grow in strength in the years ahead. In
looking forward to continued co-operation between Pakistan and the
People’s Republic of China, I would like to take this occasion to wish you
every success, health and happiness, and continued prosperity to the
great people of the People’s Republic of China.



Address to businessmen and industrialists at Karachi
on January 24, 1972

Gentlemen,

T have called you this morning and am giving you the trouble to sec me
at the airport because T have to leave in an hour and a half for a number
of countries in the Middle East and North Africa. This visit is necessary,
as you know, bccause our problems have become so complicated that
foreign affairs and internal affairs have, unfortunately, became inter-twined
and it will take some time 10 untwine them.

For a long time I used to warn the former Government, of which I was
the Foreign Minister, about the intensive foreign interference in our internal
affairs. In the world of today there is always foreign interest in under-
developed countries. There is foreign interference, but countries try to limit
that interference. In our country, unfortunalely, we never tried to limit
foreign interference. On occasions we encouraged it with the result that
today we find ourselves in such a position that even on some of the ele-
mentary matters, on which otherwise we could have acted on our own,
consultation and co-operation has become more than what ought to have
been necessary. We have a number of important problems. Our East-West
relations, our relations with India, and all these problems cannot be
really approached in isolation, nor can we find a permanent solution to
them in isolation. Although it is imperative for me to be at home, I am
going abroad with a purpose of problems—problems that concern us at
home. We have to mobilise public opinion. We have (o mobilise world
opinion. We have 1o get inlernational support and understanding. We
have the question of our prisoners of war who are away from us. They
would not be in Pakistan on Eid. So if my countrymen who have suffered



64

and sacrificed so much for Pakistan’s integrily are in a foreign land,
behind barbed wires, I do not see why I should also nol be working,
Of course, T will observe Eid but I cannol celebrate it. I feel 100 pained,
humiliated and insulted and I shall not celebrate it until the national
honour is vindicated.

So, the point is that ] have to take into account my country’s honour,
my country’s prestige, our country’s prestige, your country’s Pprestige.
1 won'l be able to do il alone, T can’t do it alone. One man can destroy
a counlry, but one man cannot build a country. I need the co-operation
of everyone. So, the purpose of my visit is @ national purpose, a national
objective. I am sorry I have to go at this time.

[ invited some of the diplomals to Larkana and talked to them candidly.
1 told them: “please give us some time to resolve our problems. These
problems go right to our heart. These are great issues [or us. I is a question
of our national unity. It is a question of the dismemberment of our country.
1t is a great pang for us. The wounds are very deep. I am pleading for
time and for a reasonable period of time so that we can try and focus the
picture into some shape, and for that I thought the world would under-
stand and give us a reasonable time. We are not imposing any conditions.
But we have to have a little bit ol time to lry and come to some seltlement,
whatever that settiement is. We musl be given some opporlunlly to have
a dialogue, even an inilial d even a preli y dial But
this dialogue cannot take place while foreign forces are on lhe soil of
Pakistan.” T went a little further and said in Larkana that 1 would even
perhaps be flexible il the leaders of East Pakistan want Indian troops to
remain on East Pakistan soil for some reason. We can consider what
further steps we can take in the light of that. You know a very unusual
situation occurs today. The world must take a note of the fact that in
the first place India invaded East Pakistan by military force on the pretext
that she was going there because the majority of people wanted her to take
that step. Now, her Prime Minisler has said that the Indian forces must
remain there to protect the minorities. These are very ominous signs.
Ts the international community to close its eyes to these developments?

I know the subject pretty well and 1 need not be tutored on it. But
T would welcome anyone’s suggestions, as we are treading a very delicate
ground. I made an appeal some time ago 1o our great experts on politics
and foreign affairs and requested them to avoid a discussion on foreign
policy for some time. This request was made in good faith because it is a
crisis of the greatest magnitude in which all factors and forces are at play-
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There are so many other issues 1o be talked about. There are so many other
matters. The press is free but even in the freest of free press there is discip-
line exercised. Briefings take place and are adhered to even in US.A..
Britain and France and many other countries. So, freedom of press also
means that national interests must be taken into account. They can abuse
me. they can abuse other people, but why go into this rant t{oday, and
why not stop it for a brief period of time. This does nol mean that 1 am
silencing them. I do not wanl to silence them. They could write to me.
We would welcome Lheir suggestions. They could seek an interview and
come and have a di ion. Some of the that have been made
by our so-called experts and leaders have only given a pretext to other
countries to take certain steps. Bul why give a pretext. This is again an
appeal. I they wanl to damage the country's causc, well, T cannot stop
it. As 1 said. T cannot be the cuslodian. I don't want to be the custodian.
1 don’t want to be the prefect. Bul while it is impossible for one man to
make a country, it is possible for one man 1o destroy it. They are un-
necessarily complicating an already very complicated problem. In the light
of this background we ask for a little Llime.

We have accepted certain principles. We must proceed on the basis of
those principles. Principles are inviolable and principles we have to adhere
to. Inspite of our appeals, India has tergiversated. dangerously tergiversa-
ted, from her position. Initially. India said that they were in East Pakistan
at the request of the majority there. Now they say that they are going to
remain there because they have 10 protect a minority. In this manner no
country in the world can be free. The gates of armed intervention can be
opened all over lhe world, because a minority anywhere can get up and say,
we need support from a neighbouring country or some other country.
The world should take cognizance of it. What we want is a reasonable
period of time and we mean what we say. | have great respect for the
country that yesterday recognised the East Pakistan situation according
10 its own light. | respect the country. I respect their leadership. But prin-
ciples are inviolable. So, | am sorry that | have to announce that we have
severed diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia for her having recognised
the situation in East Pakistan according lo its own light. T repeat, we
do not like it but we are pleading for a short period and a reasonable
period of time. But with Indian occupation of East Pakistan and the
interpretation that India is putting on that occupation, there are still
certain countries who want 10 rush to it. | wonder what is the rush for.
If it is to become a permanent realily, a wait for a few wecks or so would
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not make it any different. S? \Iwhy this haste. Why do they wan( 1hiy teny.
porary reulily, of whatever Il, is, to hecome pcrnlél1énl.hy pre-empling i
in this fushion? We have suflered cnulng!\. We h;?\c sullered from milil.ry
force. Now a diplomalic coercion is being applied to us. Toduy, | huve
not come here to threaten you. I have nol come here to browbeat g,
I have come here to appeal Lo you. Alnd you luk.c my vword for why |
say. | have already said that during this period of Martial Law no mote
categorics of industries will be taken over by Government. The categories
end. Only some industries that were left out from those calegories huve
heen taken and we are nol going back on our word. I cannot, however,
speak for the National Assembly hccm!sc in a Parliament the majority
prevails. How can speak for the National Assembly when | am only
2 member of it. In the present situation whal I can say is that we do not
intend to take over the managiment of industrics beyond what we hase
already done. I there are onc or Iwo left oul of the specilicd categories. they
will have to fall within the category. 1 want you to play a positive role in
the development of Pakistan. 1 am nol an illiterate person. [ know your
importance: T know your needs.

Don'( think T am your enemy. I am nol your enemy. Tn the previous
regimes industrialisation went on without any rational framework. Indus.
trics took form or shape without any secial conlext. without any cconomic
conteal. without any cgalilarian context. It simply cannot happen in the
20th century. Pakistan cannol be an exception in this century. We have
1o go in accordance with the requirements of modern times.

Il the previous regimes had imposed some rational method of develop-
menl 1 do nol think we would have come to such a pass today. There
are foreign loans. 1t is a colossal debl. 11 is a [rightening debl. The object
was (hal industrial production would go up and we will be able (o pay
forcign debis but that objective has not been Tulfilled.

A country that has been frec for 24 years is getling foreign loans for
commodity aid, for perishable itlems and for all that we have to pay in
forcign cxchange. The loans are about 90 million doblars. This is the
position loday. So.do not blame me for it. The process was too unnatural.
Even in countries like Japan. a great industrial power. industrial enterprise
is restricted. One cannol g0 inlo everything. Here the same person. the
same group, went for banking, for insurance. for industry-- in fact. for all
manner of industry. Then, there was the investment involved. There was
PICIC, IDB and other institutions. Tomorrow, if a zamindar thinks thal he
can goabout and acquire 70 thousand acres of land, well, he just cannotdoil:
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As you sow so shall you reup und as we sow so shall we reap. So, do not
think that this wrath generated against you is without any cause. The
idea is: let us get together and bring aboul a reconciliation. Without re-
coniliation we will live a hozardous and tense life. You do not want
that. I do not want that.

You say respeciable people have been thrown into jail. You call your-
sell’ respectable. | call mysell respectable. Bul what does the common
man call us. He calls us parasites and blood-suckers. So. let us act in a
way thal we are not called parasites and blood-suckers. There are indus-
tries in olher countries. There are labouring classes in other countries.
There is not this tension there. I want to reduce this tension, T want to
remove this (cnsion. Believe me. after this period is over you will find
a real certainty re-cstablished in the country. Production will go up. There
will be harmonization because we would have reasonable, good, humane
labour luws. We want production norms. So, set all this into motion.
There is some trouble. | know you are facing difficulties. We all are facing
difficulties. But be a litlle patient and we will resolve these problems. T
want, therefore, (o tell you thal we are prepared (o give you another chance,
the second chance. | thought it was better that | would come and talk to
you. I could have done that on the first day. Some of you said why does he
not speak to us. [ give you the reason. | could have done thal. T know you.
Somec of you are my [ricnds. The reason why 1 did not speak to you directly
carlicr was that my immediate predecessors threatened industrialists as
a class. They gol a bad name. | did not wanl to get a bad name. I know
some of you for 0 many years. We could have talks but immediately the
same pattern would have followed and people would say, he is doing
exactly the same thing as others did. That is why I did not do it. Secondly,
there is the queslion as lo why have I taken some restriclive measures;
why 1 have arrested certain persons. This was because some of you were,
unlortunaltely. talking too looscly. | had to 1ake some action.

I know we have an agricultural base. 1 will fall back on agriculture.
Do not say that industry will collapse. Industry has collapsed; the country
has collapsed. If T can deal with the country, I can deal with the industry
that has collapsed and it is an industry for the few by the few. Pakistan
is basically an agricultural country. So, we will fall back on agriculture.

I have ordered the release of Mr. Ahmad Dawood, Mr. Fakhruddin
Valika and retired Lt. Gen. Habibullah. The other (wo, Messrs. U.A. Saeed
and Durrani, are nol in business. They are service people and they are
subject Lo service rules as well as laws applicable to a citizen. They violated
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both. Investigations are going on and m‘{Ch is expected to come to light,
Nothing was done in a capricious or a.rbllra-ry manner. No capricioys or
arbitrary action will be taken. No action .wﬂl be taken on whims or on
likes and dislikes. So, now, the question is: please respond, please co.
operate. I give you my pledge of co-operation and this pledge is noy the
pledge of a dictator but of a representative of the people. Do not be nervoys
or frightened for not having made a declaration before. Nothing will be
revealed. No names will be disclosed. We will begin anew. 1 want genuine
co-operation because after all the question is, if Pakistan dies then where
will we all go. Canada is very cold and South France is boring. Ours is a
lovely country. It has winter and summer throughout the year. People
are fine. Stay here. There is no betler place than Pakistan. We will make it
a first-class place. T have not stopped education of your children. Qur
educational standards are already low. I want to bring about improvement.
T will permit you to go abroad, 10 do your business, to go on holidays.
But please bring back the wealth. We need it for our Armed Forces, we
need it for the development of our country, we need it for repayment of
loans. I hope when I come back there will be better response and I am
extending the deadline upto the 15th of February for declaration of foreign
exchange and assets. Do not have hurt feelings because nothing is done
for invidious purpose. Please go back reassured. Sleep well and give
my love to your children.



Eid message from Tripoli on January 26, 1972

As I address these words to you, I feel weighed down by the tragedy
which struck us with such merciless force only recently. There can be no
joy in my heart on this traditional occasion of festivity and peace. We have
lost our honour and we have suffered national humiliation. I will observe
Eid but I will not celebrate it. 1 will celebrate only when I have vindicated
Pakistan's honour and reclaimed the dignity of my people. I will not rest
until I have lifted the cloak of shame from the fair face of my country.

How can there be a celebration when thousands of my brothers, separa-
ted from their families, await return to their homeland from behind the
barbed fences of prisoners of war camps in India. Like them I,too, am away
rom my children and people on this auspicious day. I send you this message
from thousands of miles. I will be working on Eid day so that sunshine and
security may once again return to Pakistan, so that we may once again
live a life of honour.

1 pray for your welfare and happiness and I beseech you to pray for me
because today, more than ever, 1 need your prayers and your blessings.
Together, we will rebuild Pakistan. Our laith will carry us forward. Our
strength will lie not in our numbers, but in our unity based on justice for
all our provinces and people. Let us all work towards the fulfilment of the
promise that was Pakistan. And may the blessings of Allah be upon you.



Speech at the Chinese banquet held in President Bhutto's honour
at the People’s Great Hall, Peking on February 1, 1972

Mr. Prime Minister, distinguished friends,

On behalf of the Pakistan Delegation and on behalf of the people of
Pakistan I would like to thank you, Mr. Prime Minister, your government
and your people for the warm and generous hospitality given to the dele-
gation of Pakistan. It is an honour done 1o my people and to my country
and we shall always remember your kindness and your feelings.

This is not my first visit to your great country. | remember that almost
ten years ago I came here to conclude the boundary agreement belween
our two countries—an agreement thal was for peace, confidence and
stability between Pakistan and the People’s Republic of China. Since
these early days the relations between my country and your country have
developed step by step in confidence, in trust and in mutual benefit direc-
ted towards peace and stability belween our Iwo countries, in Asia and
generally in the world, We have tried to positively co-operate to promote
the friendliest of relations based on five principles of peaceful co-existence.
We have tried Lo adhere to the norms of Uniled Nations Charter and to
the generally accepled and recognised principles of statecraft.

You have raised your powerful voice for the oppressed people, for the
cause of Third World, for the aspirations of the Afro-Asian peoples.
With you we have also raised our voice. Though nol powerful but it was
in consonance with the principles of United Nations. That voice has been
raised along with yours in the interest of Third World. Relations between
the People’s Republic of China and Pakistan have stood the test of time.
They have withstood the rigours of the political weather. This is so be-
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cause our relations are rooted in principles, in geography and in a common
political understanding based on permanenl human values.

Ever since our independence 25 years ago, Pakistan has been subjected
to armed aggression on three separate occasions by our neighbouring
country India. This happened in 1947. It happened in 1965, and now
again in November, 1971.

On the previous two occasions, our people and our brave armed forces
were able, with the co-operation and sympathy of the world at large and
the People’s Republic of China, in 1965 to withstand the armed aggression
against the territorial integrily and unity of Pakistan.

But I regret to say that on this occasion the conspiracy against the in-
tegrity and territorial unity of my country was a deeper and broader one.
And as such we have suffered from a terrible military reversal.

A part of my country is under Indian military occupation. We have been
subjected to the use of brulal and naked force. And whilst this has not
yet been over, we are now being d
certain countries.

I'want to inform our [riends that the people of Pakistan are determined
to arrive at a seltlement between the two parts of Pakistan but that setile-
ment must be left 1o the people and the leaders of the two parts of Pakistan
without foreign interference and without foreign occupation.

All we seek for is the implementation of the United Nations resolutions
both in the General Assembly and in the Security Council. India might
have won a temporary military victory which is a passing phenomenon.
But Pakislan has won a great political victory which is a permanent factor
and that great political victory is that the whole world. thal is, 105 countries
of the world in the United Nations supported Pakistan’s cause as being just
and right.

1 also want lo assure my friends that the people of Pakistan want to
improve their country, look inwards, try to reclify our mistakes and build
a strong, vigorous, prosperous and enlightened Pakistan which is a demo-
cratic Pakistan, a Pakistan at the service of its people, a Pakistan at Lhe
service of the people of Asia and of world peace generally.

We want good relations with all countries, even countries which we
do not have good relations with, even countries which have wronged us,
even countries which have done great injustice against us. We want good
relations with our neighbours, we want good relations with the great
powers, we want lo live in peace, we want to develop our country, but this
must be done on the principles of justice and equity. Il an effort is made
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to impose a settlement on Pakistan lha_t will be a grave mista.ke and tha(
will not lead to permanent peace but will lead 19 permanenlu disasler.

As Chairman Mao Tse-Tung has said, “sometimes there is the east wind
and sometimes there is the west wind.” Todaly a hnrd-wlnd is blowing
against my country. But the day w!ll come,_ with the umlt).l of my people,
with the resolution of my people, with the history and spirit of my people,
I know for certain, that they will cross this vicissitude and bring sunshine
and glory to the people of Pakistan. )

I know that all friends here who are interested in the promotion of peace
and goodwill will be happy to learn that our stay in China has been produc-
live, useful, constructive and successful and we leave China tomorrow
with greater confidence in our struggle assured by the [act that unquali-
fiedly we have the support of 800 million people of this great country
who have stood by us and will continue to stand by us. The identity of
views that we have reached here in our discussions has gratified us and
I would like to repeat that we return to Pakistan completely satisfied
with the discussions we have had here and with the results that we have
achieved in this great capital.

Before concluding, T would like to assure the Chinese leaders and the
Chinese people that Pakistan has no intention of being a liability and burden
on the People’s Republic of China. We would like 1o be a source of strength
for our mutual relations directed towards the cause of world peace. If
today you have to impose certain burdens on our behalf we shall remember
them and we shall repay them because we want a relationship based on
honour, dignity and self-respect.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your endurance. Now I would,
with your permission, like to propose a toast:—

to the health of Chairman Mao Tse-Tung, long life for him;

to the health of Premier Chou En-lai and other distinguished Chinese

friends present here;

to the progress and prosperity of the great Chinese people;

to the further devel of friendship and co-operation between

Pakistan and China;

to Afro-Asian solidarity, world peace;

10 the health of all the dislinguished guests who are here; and

to the health and happiness of all the diplomats who are present here
and their wives.




Speech at the banquer given by President Bhutto at the People's
Great Hall, Peking on February 2, 1972

Mr. Prime Minister, Prince Sihanouk and Madame Sihanouk and
distinguished (riends,

Today, we leave after 2 days of productive and useful discussions with
our Chinese [riends. This is luncheon banquet bul nevertheless 1 think
there are all friends present here and I would like to tell you, Iriends and
comrades, that our visit here has really been constructive and we leave
Peking inspired by the talks, The great people of China led by Chairman
Mao Tse-Tung, associated by other great leaders of China, stand by
Pakistan in full support and without qualification for our just cause and
for our just struggle.

China has a very old history; Pakistan has also a very old history.
Ouir civilisations go back to 5,000 years. Few bad years are quite negligible.
We would resolulely defend the interest, dignity and sell-respect of Pakistan.
If we have conviction there is no problem in allowing these bad years to
pass. Chairman Mao has advised us to wait for 10 years. We are prepared
to wait for 20 years but we will not rest, we will not tarry, we will not
lay down our efforts, we will not lay down our arms till our people are
free and till justice returns to our land.

In the meantime, we propose to try to come to just and equitable equilib-
rium in the comity of nations. We will build the strength of our people,
we will try to bring social justice, economic justice and try to get them
an atmosphere in which they can develop into a true Pakistani.

1 again thank Premier Chou En-lai and other distinguished Chinese
friends and leaders who have had long discussions with us. We have taken
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a great deal of your time. We have had imposed, as I said, a burden on
you but with the passage of each day we propose that this burden will
become less and less. Our mulual co-operation is for the mutual benefit
and for the cause of peace in Asia and the Third World would keep increas-
ing and enhancing. ’
May I now propose a toast:—

to the ever-lasting and ever-increasing friendship between the people

of China and Pakistan;

1o the progress and prosperity of the great Chinese people;

Lo the health of His Excellency Chairman Mao Tse-Tung—may he live

a long life;

to the health of His Excellency Premier Chou En-lai;

to the healih of His Royal Highness Prince Sihanouk and Madame

Sihanouk;

to the health of distinguished Chinese and. other friends present

here; and

to the Alro-Asian solidarity and world peace.



Address to the nation announcing the New Labour Policy
on February 10, 1972

I am happy to announce today. within 7 weeks of assuming office, a
New Labour Policy which will guarantee to workers their fundamental
rights consistent with the requirements of industrial development of the
State. I want to emphasise that this is only a first slep towards the lulfilment
of our pledge 10 the workers.

We are not 5o naive as to think that a mere new set of laws will transform
overnight the national economic ltile of our society. We have tried to
introduce cerlain basic reforms—reforms, I may add, which were long
overdue but which no previous government dared to introduce. The
iniquitous economic system that has prevailed for so long cannot be chang-
ed in a day. But we are making a delermined beginning in the highest
interests of the workers.

I will outline briefly some of the main leatures of the legislation we are
introducing; the Labour Minister will elucidate Lhe salient features of this
Policy tomorrow in a Press Conference.

Workers will be given participation in the of industry.
This will be progressively increased. As soon as the legislation and con-
nected formalities are completed, workers’ representatives will be associat-
ed with management to the extent of 20 per cent at factory level. This will
be done soon. At a prescribed level of industrial umt and under certain
spelt-out stipulations, they will also have the authority to appoint an
auditor with powers Lo inspect any accounts, records, premises or stores
of a factory. This auditor will be paid by the management of the con-
cerned prescribed unit.

Further, we have decided to raise to 4 per cent, [fom 2 per cent. the
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share of the workers in the annual profits under the existing Companies
Profits (Workers Participation) Act, 1968. II the workers increase produc-
livity, they may receive an additional 10 per cent of the increased profits.

In order to make the Trade Union movement truly effective, we have
decided to introduce a system of Shop Stewards at the lowest production
level of prescribed industrial unit. Each shop or department in such a
factory will have a shop steward who will be elected by secret ballot by
the workers of the shop from among themselves. He will represent their
interest and point of view in the management of that shop, and will act
as a link between the workers and managemenl of prescribed units.

To ensure that workers’ grievances receive full and efficacious justice,
we have decided to introduce a new streamlined procedure, which provides
for a worker, himsell or through his shop steward lo bring his grievance
to the notice of management; and, if no redress is given within the period
prescribed, the matter may be taken to the Labour Union or the Labour
Court. In such cases the Labour Courtl will give ils decision within 20
days and not 60 days as is done al present.

The law relating Lo setlement of collective dispules has also been
reformed to provide expeditious settlement. Works Councils will be streng-
thened and the scope of their functions widened to include all matters which
can go before Labour Courts. Formerly, collective disputes had first to
be referred only to management but now workers will have the option to
refer, for a bilateral settlement, collective disputes to the Works Councils
in which both they and management will be represented. A further revision
in the law will provide that, instead of waiting for 21 days for serving a
strike notice, a notice may be served wilhin 3 days il the management does
not respond favourably or there is failure of bilateral negotiations in the
Works Council.

Under the new law, a maiter may be taken to Labour Court by either
party. Formerly, this could be done only if both workers and management
agreed jointly. Thus the workers, while retaining their right to strike, will
!1ave the oplion to get immediate adjudication by Court. This provision
is designed o save the workers from being forced 1o go on strike, which
they had 1o do in the past, merely because management did not agree to
move the Court. The Court's award will now be given within 30 days
and not 60 days as previously.

. 1 ‘would add thal the right of clerical staff of banks to collective bargain-
Ing Is now being restored, and, in this connection, lower supervisory levels
will be included in the definition of workmen.
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In order to ensure that strikes do not take place without the consent
or against the interest of the general body of workers, it has been made
obligatory for unions to hold a secret ballot before resorting to strikes.

We intend to give full protection to workers against arbitrary retrench-
ment and termination of services by making it necessary for every order
of retrenchment and termination of service 10 state reasons explicitly in
writing. This will not only reduce substantially injustice to the workers
but will also facilitate scrutiny by courts of the merits of each case.

We have decided to make compulsory the payment of bonus to em-
ployees either in cash or NIT shares, at the option of workers. The amount
of bonus will be linked with profits so that increase in production and
the prosperity of workers go hand in hand.

We have also decided 1o extend the application of Payment of Wages
Act, 1936, and Industrial Employ (Standing Orders) Ordi 1968,
1o labour under conlractors. This will ensure regular payments, over-
time pay and proper rales of payments.

We naturally attach great importance to housing and will do everything
possible to have it provided to the maximum extent possible. The Workers®
Wellare Fund for housing and other major lacilities was created sometimes
back. This has remained a paper Fund only. We have, therefore, decided
that representative committees will be set up, comprising nominees of
workers and and including rep! ives of the Provincial
Governments, 1o go into Lhe

fi ial and other ci of each
underiaking in the area and decide what further contribution, over and
above the minimum one laid down by law, should be made by employers
for these facilities.

Even more important is education, and we have decided that employers
shall provide free education upto matric to one child of each worker, the
others will be progressively looked alter by the State. This will naturally
not apply to industrial units already providing better facilities to the
children of workers.

We have carefully reviewed the Social Security Scheme and introduced
major reforms in it. First, the levy of 2 per cent ol a worker’s wages for pro-
viding him medical facilities has been abolished, and the existing 4 per cent
contribution made by the employer will be raised to 6 percent. In due course
additional steps will be taken for the provision of further medical facilities
to workers.

Secondly, provision for old age pension will be made for all workers
at a certain age. Compulsory group insurance for workers against death




b
and injury, when ofl duty, will also be introduced.

Thirdly, the Social Security Scheme will be appropriately cxtended 1o
cover domestic servants.

The existing laws regarding salety measures and workmen's compensa-
lion in the event of death or injury arc being revised. Increased rates of
compensation will be provided.

Group benefit schemes will be introduced as incentive to workers (o
compete in increasing efficiency and production in each plant. Measures
will. at the same time. be taken 10 see, as (ar as possible, equitable distri-
bution w1 employers' contribution between workers in capital intensive

and labour intensive underlakings.

One major shortcoming has cxisted all along in labour legislation. In-
[ringement of certain provisions such as payment of compensalion in case
of death or injury, payment of overtime wages, provisions of canteens on
premises and other such facilities have not been treated as cognizable
offences. Violations of all such provisions are being made cognizable, though
bailable.

We have also decided upon a large number of measures (o promole the
growth of workers' movement along progressive lines. 1 will mention only
the more important of thesc measures here. To strengthen the growth of
Lhe trade union movement. we have decided to set up a quasi-judicial autho-
rity with threc main aims:

(@) To promole genuine trade unionism at the trade level and ensure

representative character ol unions.

(6) To help in the seuting up of federations of unions, industry-wise.

(€} To help in the formation of federations al the national level.

It will also dea! with cases of viclimization of office-bearers of trade unions.
and unfair labour practices on the part of employers as well as trade unions.

We have given serious consideration 10 the question of the minimum
wage. We do not think it advisable 1o take any hurried measures. Only
two years ago the minimum wage was increased but a corresponding benefit
has nol accrued to the wage carner nor has it increased his purchasing
power. IUonly resulted in a serious price spiral which is not yet checked.
Before increasing minimum wages, it is essential to slabilise the prices 5o
thal the benefit of the increased wage becomes substantial in its practical
sense instead of gelting eaten away by galloping inflation.

After careful consideration it has been decided that at this initial stage
when we are about to begin the task of salvaging the national economy,
anincrease in money wages will further aggravate the inflationary situation.
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We have insltead, at this moment introduced measures relating to participa-
tion in profit. housing. education and the abolition of 2 per cenl levy under
the Social Sceurity Scheme which are designed (o increase the workers' real
come. Al the same time we are making every effort to stahilise the prices
of essential items of daily use such as afra. sugar., vepetable ghee. kerosene
vil and cloth. We belicve that the measures we arc taking will result in true
and meaninglul benefits 1o the workers. It is our intcntion to peg wages
Lo prices as is the practice in the Scandinavian and some other advanced
countries. This will be done when the ¢conomie situation normalises and
when production increases. To bear this and other reforms including in-
crease in minimum wages. there must be a rapid increase i production.
We are facing crisis in production. Thix crists must be surmounted o
increase national wealih and national welfare of the labouring classes and
of our society ax a whole. | would like 1o emphasise that our economic
salvation lies in making a determined ¢ffort (o increase production.

Since the 20th of December. Martial Law notwithstanding  gheraos
and jalaos seem 1o have become the order ol the day. This unruly and
rowdy practice. negative in ils purpose. anarchistic in its approach, nihilist
in its results has been endured regrettably by the Government and the
people for over seven weeks. The object of this exercise in pa
10 show the people. und indeed cven the participants, that thiy
nol the proper form of protests or of ventilation ol grievances. It i
destructive procedure, The majority of the people. have shown their dis-
gust over these demonstrations of hooliganism. They want an end to it
They want a return to sensible and civilised methods ol protest. Even the
participants cxcepting the ring leaders arc getting disillusioned with this
practice. National lcaders have spoken against 1t. Public opinion is clear
on the matter.

Taking all these factors into uccount. now 1 want to make it clear that
strength of the street will be mel by the strength of the State. For long the
people have tolerated this intolerable form of threat and thunder. It must
stop. | say this as a friend and associate ol those who have becn innocently
misled to indulge in one gherae alter another. 1t is in their interest and
in the interest of the rest of the people (o put an end to this lawlessness.
Scores have been scitled. Pent up enerpics have been released. So let every
one return o the path of normality. Lel nobody tike these remarks light-
heartedly. Tn future the full weight of law will be visited on such forms of
illegal demonstration.

The Government is not only aware of the workers™ problents, but is lully
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receptive and sympalhetic. We have provided the workers every legal means
for redress of grievances. Let them now Lry these methods which are in their
Irue interest.

I am speaking to you candidly to prepare you lor the strenuous times
lying ahead. But I am confident that if all of us (ry hard, and work hard,
we will all benefit. Of necessily, it will have 1o be a collective efTort. This is
the only way 1o serve Pakistan, (o ensure that the children of our toiling
masses, who have seen nothing but misery and hardship for centuries, will
live in a better Pakistan. a more secure and happy Pakistan. Our sacrifices
will nol go in vain. We are making basic adjustments, not without a purpose.
All our yesterdays have seen failure. Let us strive for a beller tomorrow,
a morrow at the service of the common man.



Address to sailors at Karachi on February 11, 1972

Addressing officers and sailors of the Pakistan Navy at the Naval Dock-
yard in Karachi on February 11, 1972, President Bhutto said that the
Pakistan Navy had an important role to play in the rebuilding of Pakistan.
The Navy was an important segment of our Armed Forces and the country
was proud of the Navy’s heroic performance during the Indo-Pakislan
wars of 1965 and 1971.

The President said that he was conscious of the fact that the Navy
was neglected in the past and it was not given due importance. “The
past should be forgotien. We appreciate your discipline and valour and
the nation is proud of you,” he said.

President Bhutto assured the officers and sailors that their problems were
engaging his “constant attention and everything possible was being done
to mitigate their difficulties.”

The President was inced that fi 1 changes in ic and
social structure were imperative because they were conducive to rapid,
overall development of the country. “We cannot have strong Armed
Forces if we have an economically weak Pakistan,” he maintained.

He stressed the need for relying more and more on “our own resources.
As a matter of principle, we should not depend on any country perpetually
as it was not in the larger national interests. We can have assistance from
others but we must gear up our own resources. We must meet our essential
requiremenls and rebuild Pakistan and the Navy should render a power-
[ul shoulder to the wheels of progress in this country,” he added.

After the address, the President, accompanied by Rear-Admiral H.H.
Ahmed, Commander-in-Chief, Pakistan Navy, speat some time on board
PNS Babur followed by inspection of a submarine of the Pakistan Navy.




Address to architects and town planners at Karachi
on February 11. 1972

In an address to architects and town planners in Karachi on February 11,
1972, President Bhutto called upon them to co-operate with the Govern-
ment in the task of rebuilding the society on sound lines. He was sum-
ming up a discussion in which a number of architects and town planoers
took part and [reely expressed their views on subjects relating to town
planning. proper use of architectural talent, low-cost housing and prob-
lems of urbanisation.

The President assured the architects that Government would make every
endeavour 1o make use of their talent and expertise purposefully and in
the best interest of the country and would provide them with every encour-
agement so that there is no frustration in their ranks.

In this context, the President disclosed that he proposed to hold similar
discussions with experts in other fields, e.g., engineers and doctors. He
said that he would continue to be in touch with the talent in every field.

The President pointed out that first attention should be given to improve-
ment and development of old cities like Hyderabad, Multan and Lahore-
Lahore, the President said, offered the best scope for architectural develop
ment. He said that the population of Karachi has increased immensely and
the city has not been developed on proper lines. Much can, therefore: be
done 10 improve this city. He suggested that Karachi should be divided
into various zones and improvement started in every zone. 3

The President said that no attention has been paid to creative archile"
ture in Pakistan and that there has not been genuinely new styles in b5
field. He said that plagiarism has been as much evident in the sPher o
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architecture as in other ficlds like literature, music and culture. He under-
lined the ity of ive h y in i

The President called upon architects not to feel (rustrated as the Govern-
ment would give them utmost encouragement so as to enable them to play
their proper role in building the society on harmonious lines. He pointed
out that those who received higher education abroad owed a debt of
deep gratitude to the toiling masses of the country.




Address to the engineers at Lahore
on February 13, 1972

I am happy to be here this morning to meet you. 1 would like to tell you
that I intend to maintain a dialogue with you, if not directly, through the
Governors, Ministers and Advisers who are in close touch with me. You
can rest assured that your problems will be known to us. Your problems
are already known to us. We have lived with the people. We know the people.
We know the conditions of the country and some of us come from the
rural areas. We know the problems of irrigation and of shortage of water,
salinity and waterlogging. We have lived with all those problems, and
we still continue to live with them. So, we are not unmind(ul of the prob-
lems that we are called upon to tackle.

1 think in the luture we can develop a harmonious understanding be-
tween ourselves. 1 want to achieve an understanding not only with the
engineers but with all talented persons with a view to strengthening
Pakistan—to creating a new and great Pakistan, which our people have
yeamed for and for which our people made sacrifices before Partition
and after Partition. Whoever wants (o contribute 1o achieving this objective
is welcome as a friend and collaborator in the common task. Here, I
repeat that engineers, doctors, architects and scientists shall be in the
vanguard of the struggle for creating a Pakistan for which our people bave
laid down their lives right up to the present, and I believe that they can
continue to make sacrifices in the future because the days ahead of us are
not going 1o be easy.

As educated, sensible, respectable and responsible citizens of the
country, you are aware of these problems which have only just begua.
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I do not have any particular attachment for bureaucracy. Throughout
my election campaign, before that and after that, I have openly criticised
the bureaucracy. I have criticised the mentality of the bureaucracy. On
taking over this office, among the first directives I issued was one that
called upon the bureaucracy to change its outlook, to go to the people,
to get integrated wilh the people and not to sit tight in the offices or get
buried in files, nor to get glued to the secretariat because from the secre-
tariat windows they could not hear the heart-beat of the people. The pity is
that we still have the colonial legacy. Unfortunately, we have forgotten
the good things of the past and only retained the bad ones. The British
bureaucracy atlained a very high standard. In the old days, the pioneer
days, the bureaucrats travelled to remote and far-flung areas to the desert
of Tharparker, and to the mountains, where they did research work and
produced gazelteers which are very valuable even to this day. But that
standard we have lost. In the condemnation of the British colonial system,
we have thrown away its virlues and retained its defects.

So, the question is not merely of the deterioration in the standards of
bureaucracy but also of accretion in its privileges and powers, with the
result that there has been a terrible mess. Also, like other institutions, the
bureaucracy has nol been accountable.

I admit that the bureaucrats played politics, and unfortunately they
played bad politics. They were not good politici If they had indulged
in politics, they should have been at least good politicians. But how can
a bureaucrat be a good politician? This is a contradiction in terms.

I cannot answer here, in a minute, the discussion that has gone on for
years about the respective roles of the generalists and the specialists. T
am quite prepared for a full-scale, constructive debate on this matter.
Also, T am quite prepared to set up a committee to go into the question
of WAPDA'’s problems.

WAPDA has many problems. When I was Minister for Natural Re-
sources | was intimately connected with the problems of WAPDA, prob-
lems of natural resources and water. And these questions are not new
to me. So, the problem is that we cannot do anything immediately. All
problems cannot be resolved within a day. The future of WAPDA is not
in my hands because, 1 tell you frankly, that this problem is associated
with the sensitive ion of p ial y and I am not touch-
ing on such issues at all. I am touching the issues of bread and butter,
agriculture—in short, welfare of the masses which are not repugnant to
provincial autonomy. The sensitive ion of provincial y is
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not affected i, for instance, a child is educated, a person gets employment,
the wages of workers are increased and prices of commodities Stabilized,
But, WAPDA certainly affects the sensitive question of provingia] autg.
nomy which will be determined by the National Assembly whether WAPDA
should stay or what shape should it take in the future. WAPDA's fae is
in the balance and the National Assembly will determine it.

Those who think that Assembly is not coming into being, have already
seen signs that we are moving in that direction. We would like to see
the Assembly in session. We would also like to see the participation in it
of the representatives of the people. 1 will be happier on the floor of (he
Assembly than anywhere else. We have to settle some preliminaries, some
basic prerequisites before that is done.

When I say, as I stated yesterday. that the Assembly will meet this
year, it does not mean that it would meet on the 31st of December or the 1st
of December or the 15th of November. Do not ask me any more questions
because I cannot give you dates. In any case, it will meet before the year
is out, much before the year is out. Be patient and have confidence, I
want settlement of this question for all time to come. I do not want any
more ad hoc arrangements. [ want Pakistan to be on firm and secure
foundaiions. | am aware of the importance of the institution. T am aware
of the importance of public participation. I said yesterday that I would
be the happiest man in Pakistan when democracy is restored, because
I have struggled more for democracy in Pakistan than any other individual.

Coming back to WAPDA, have no fear on that score. All we want (o
do is to do justice to every one. After all, the question of generalists and
specialists affects all fields. If we set a principle in WAPDA we might have
to follow it in other fields. Now, we have seen how disastrous it was for a
general to be in charge of the last war. As Supreme Commander, and
Commander-in-Chief, he could not give clear orders as to what should
be done. Clemenceau said, “war is 100 serious a business for Generals.”
So, the question is one of a happy blending and conciliation of two oppos-
ing view points according to our own requircments and environment. On
that question I have an open mind because I am holding no brief for one
party or the other. My plea lo you is that for engineers and for other
educated people, there is a method of ventilation of grievances. [, as educat-
ed and responsible people, devoted to creative work, you also start resort-
ing to ghergos and Jalaos, where would it lead to? T understand, lo
some extent, the labour doing that because it has been threatened badly.
So, as a matter of deliberate policy, I wanted the labour community 10
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Yen(lla(e its grievances. But, there comes a time when one has to be sens-
ible. Two days ago a person was brutally killed. We cannot allow this kind
of murder. This is not ding to our traditions. This is not ding to
our .melhuds. For six 1o eight weeks, I deliberately allowed people to
ventilate their grievances to let off sieam because they all had reasons to
let off steam, especially the working class which is the most exploited class.
It is understandable in their case because their vision is limited and they
have had no education. However, there comes a time when people them-
selves get fed up with it because it is counter productive and because
it 1s negative. Time has now come when we cannot allow this kind of thing
to continue. This does not mean that the Government will be tyrannical
or that we will resort to whip-lashing, like the previous regimes. In all
such cases, a minimum effective control is necessary. Now, if the engincers
also indulge in this kind of thing, then let us all wind up shop.

I have never advocated gherao and jalao. Even when I was in opposi-
tion, I stood against it. Only once, in Karachi, did I say that Yahya's
President House will be gheraoed. You can gherao me, and not the
people. No sensible person can believe in that method. It was deprecated
even in China during the great cultural revolution. When the British
legation in Peking was burnt, the Chinese leaders were furious. Chairman
Mao and Premier Chou En-lai told me that some people had got out
of control and that they simply could not permit this. When a great coun-
try like China, with all its resources and infrastructure, could not permit
gherao and jalao how could Pakistan, with foreign debts, with a crisis
in every sphere of life, allow this kind of activity? I am not threatening.
T am only pleading. But, I also know how to run an administration. 1 am
not new to this art. T understand it perfectly well. Do not think that we
cannot control these matters. The methods of gherao and jalao will not
work.

The other day some people came to Rawalpindi saying that there was
a crisis in WAPDA eand that T must immediately hear them. There are
ministers and other functionaries. If you want to see me, do not threaten
me that there is crisis in WAPDA. Say, we want to discuss some WAPDA
problems. We will discuss WAPDA problems. These problems are not
discussed merely because you threaten me with the word crisis, because
1 am a man of crisis, and erisis is & normality to me. Do not unnecessarily
think that because of this fact they will put our back to the wall. Our
back is not to the wall, because the people are with us. We would resolve
these problems. Give us some time, We do not want 13 years of Ayub Khan
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or three years of Yahya Khan. Give us a very limited period of time
and after that you will see that all we can do is to set things in the right
direction. Let us take the first big step and the others will come lhrough
the process of evolution, revolution and explosion, whatever the future
has in store for the subcontinent and Asia.

1 have the greatest respect for you. I know you have to build this country,
You have to do the creative work. In the Second Five-Year Plan 61 per cent
and in the Third Five-Year Plan 63 per cent of the work was supposed
to be done by the cnginecrs. As the work connected with the pian keeps
increasing progressively, you will have to play a greater role.

1am ashamed of the fact that 2,000 engineers are without jobs. I am
soon going lo launch a massive public works programme in the country
and in this way, Insha Allah, we will bring engineers into full play and
into full operation and, thus, give you a sense of full participation. Let ys
resolve these problems in sobriety because I expect sobriety and sense
from people like you. Until the problems are resolved, have a little patience,
If there are some interim changes, do not think that they are by way of
acceptance of or commitment to a principle. Thal might be only becayse
there is need for some interim changes and not that we are accepling or
following certain principles. I want you to feel satisfied and content. For,
il you are satisfied and conlented, you can build a real Pakistan—an
aesthelic Pakistan.



Interview with BBC broadcast on February 18, 1972

In an interview given 10 Mr. fan Maclntyre, broadcast by BBC on
Februaryl8, 1972, President Bhutto answered a number of questions.
The text of questions and answers is reproduced below.

First, Mr. Maclntyre reminded the President of his book The Myth of
Independence in which he had said that relations between India and
Pakistan had never been normal, nor werc they capable of feeling normal
without the settfement of fundamental disputes which had smouldered
since Independence.

Questlon:

What are these disputes?
President:

Basically, it was Kashmir, and Kashmir still remains a basic dispute.
But since this last war, the relationship between India and Pakistan has
acquired wider dimensions to include the majority part of our country
which is under Indian occupation. These are the two fundamental dis-
putes now facing the Iwo countries.

Question:

You also said in the book, I think, that Indian leaders have come to
tolerate Pakistan becausc they don’t have the power to destroy her and il
they could forge this power they would end Partition and reabsorb Pakistan.
Even today India has that dream. Do you think that is still so?
President:

I am afraid the events have proved it evidently. At that time there was
some sort of balance of power. It was not a genuine balance of power,
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but, neverthcless, some kind of a balance of power between India and
Pakistan. But since the Sino-Indian conflict of 1962 slowly and then after
the 1965 conflict between India and Pakistan, the mulitary preponderance
of India has weighed heavily against Pakistan’s military forces.

Question:

If this was, however, still a fundamenta! aim of Indian policy, couldn't
they have finished the job last time?
President:

Yes, they might have and I think they intended to, but the world situa-
tion was there and the world powers took an active attitude towards the
conflict finally and the United States put 8 foot down and so India declar-
ed a unilateral ceasefire. I don't think it was a voluntary declaration.
Question:

There has been a little controversy about the nature of this evidence.
You would have seen President Nixon's statement of foreign policy end
there Is a paragraph in it about the situation we are talking about. “During
the week of December the 6th,” he writes, *“we received convincing evidence
that India was seriously contemplating the seizure of Pakistan-held
portions of Kashmir and the destruction of Pakistan's military forces in
the West.” When questioned about this subsequently, both Mr. Nixon
and Dr. Kissinger had said that they don't wish to disclose the nature
of that evidence. Do you think that evidence was good ?

President:

I can understand their reluctance to disclose the nature of that evidence
because at present il is extremely sensitive and it might also affect the
United States’ relations with the Soviet Union. And I don’t think, United
States would now, in the circumstances as you see because there is a cease-
fire. So that can unnecessarily aggravate their relations with the Soviet Union
specially when President Nixon is going both to China and to Moscow.
So, 1 think there is good reason for him not to disclose the information
at this given point of time. But we also have some evidence of this and
this was also told to me by Premier Chou En-lat when I visited Peking
this month.

Question:

When you were in China. last November, you were the guest of honour
at a banquet and in the course of his speech the acting Foreign Minister
had this Lo say: “Should Pakistan be subjected to foreign aggression,
the Chinese Government and people will, as always, resolutely support
the Pakistan Government in their just struggle to defend their state soverei-
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gnty and national independence.” Would you agree that Chinese support
in the recent conflict with India fell some way short of that?
President:

I would say that within the limitations, China did what she could.
Some people think China could have done more, but I think that you have
to take a number of factors into account in assessing Chinese role in the
last conflict and a series of successive blunders were committed by the
Yahya regime. Events moved so fast that other countries did not have
time to [ully assess them. You have to take all these factors into account
and as I said let us not look to the past events, we have to look to the
future. But, whatever, has been China's participation we have not lost

fid in China’s [riendship or in China’s words.

Question:

When the 1dea of separation was first seriously mooted at the end of
1970, after Mupb’s election victory, you said you were too passionately
committed to the concept of Pakistan to think of such an idea. Well, the
idea has now, of course, been rather forcibly brought to your attention
and even it has become a political reality. Do you intend 1o spend any
time to undo it?

President:

Well, I still maintain that Pakistan and its concept are not clearly
passing phenomena and that the present reality will not be a permanent
reality end so we are Irying to make a search—-a genuine search to maintain
some form of modus vivendi between the two wings. Sooner or later the
sentiments [or Pakistan will grow again. At the moment we still are making
a search. For this reason in the field of external affairs we had to painfully
and regrettably leave the Commonwealth on this account and also break
relations with certain countries. But even if there is parting of the ways I
think it will not be a permanent parting of the ways. The two of us will
come together again in some form or shape. I cannot say what form or
shape it will be, but you would see yoursell that sentiments for Pakistan
will again grow in that part of our country.

Question:

Given that something like one in three of the entire United Nations
Membership has now gnised Bangla Desh, isn't there something to be
said for the view that until you do too, you aren’t going to be able to
give your full attention to the heavy task of reconstruction facing you here?
Presldent:

I think you may have noted that while T have shown my anxiety and
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my willingness 10 hold negotiations with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the
one hand and with the Government of India on the other and until we
hold these discussions I don't think that it would be fair to us 1o ask for
our final position.

Question:

During the final months of your predecessor’s rule one ol your most
insistant demands was for the restoration of democratic processes. What
will the main features of such a restoration be and what sort of time
scale do you envisage?

President:

When I made this demand the war had not laken place and half of our
country had not come under the occupation of India. So, now also, I
believe in my demand and I will see to it that people of Pakistao retum
to democracy soon and I would like to see that they return to democracy
for all time. So that we establish institutions with roots and that no
military or civilian adventurer will ever dare to inject one Martial Law
after another into our country again. [ want Lo build instilutions, strengthen
existing institutions, including the judiciary. To strengthen the remaining
ones we have to build again. We want a constitution and we want Lo have
the rule of law restored in the country. We want to have [reedom of press,
freedom of association, fundamental rights and a viable constitution suited
1o our conditions.

Question:

You have been asked many times since you became Presidenl, how long
you intend to retain the Martial Law? You said, very shortly after you
became President, “not a day longer, not a minute longer, not a second
longer than necessary.” How much longer do you think in fact you are
going 1o need it?

President:

1 stand by that commitment and I believe in it, ] want to withdraw
Martial Law. [ am not happy with Martial Law. I would like to see it gone
by yesterday, but the point is that not only we have certain basic reforms
to be implemented, but T must have at least one meeting with the Indian
lsadents and one with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to get a general idea of the
Situation—~lo get a firm idea about the general picture. Now I know
that by dialogue alone T won't get any exact idea, but a politician makes
an assessment not only on the words spoken, but on the general fecl
and I, wanl to have that general feel. And I think that the world should
be fair to me (o get that general feel before I can give a time table, be-
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cause I think very few countries have gone through a crisis that my country
has gone through. I don't feel Poland which was dismembered rather badly
went through a crisis as deep as Pakistan is going through. Se I am not
trying to procrasinate. I know the danger of procrastination. I am not so
foolish as to try and hang on to power by the thread of Martial Law.
I would like to be in a position of respectable responsibility and that can
only come through the constitution and I have earned that right in an
election. So 1 am anxious and ecager to withdraw it, but I must have to
be fair to my people, to be fair to what remains of my country at the
moment, to have some idea of the general situation before I can announce
the date.

Question:

You have always taken a very hard line against India. In 1965 when
relations were particularly bad over Kashmir, you called her a “feeble,
flippant, decadent society”, and when you were electioneering before the
last elections here, you promised to your men two things—redistribution
of wealth and a thousand year war against India. How important is it to
you to be able to work out some sort of modus vivendi with India?
President:

This is important. Even when my posture was different, when I was
preaching confrontation, there was a theme in that confrontation. That

confrontation would be inevitable until the fund | disputes are
settled. Now afler this war the fundamental disputes are sllll lo be
settled, il not by confi i by Iati and by neg

An imposed peace will simply not work. The situation has changed radi-
cally. In those days we had certain opportunities and our Government
missed that. Now India, of course, had an opportunity and she didn't
miss it.

For instance, in 1962 during the Sino-Indian conflict, when India had
vacated most of her forces [rom Kashmir, our army could have walked
into Kashmir. But then Ayub thought, as he was told by others that all
the world will say to this “a stab in the back.” Now what has India done
to Pakistan. Whether it is a stab in the back or even a slab in the front,
but nevertheless it has been a mighty stab. But the world tends to, with
the passing time, forget the issue. So, in 1962 this was an opportunity.
In 1965, I think, if the war had continued there would have becn & better
settlement, and Pakistan missed all opportunities. India did not miss any
opportunity. So I can't be held responsible if the other Governments have
missed that opportunity. 1 was only able to tell them, “this is an
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opportunity cither you take it or if you don’t take it then you will finally
suffer,” and we have come to that position where we finally suffer. It
depends how you go to the peace table.

Question:

When you do go to the conference table will you talk only about the
recent conflict or would you hope to cover all outstanding issues?
President:

T would like to leave that for the moment, because I would like to see
their mood. I would like to see their trend of mind there. That is what 1
said carlier. Tt is not cxactly what we say but the general impression e
gathers and first | would like to get that general impression and afier
that I will be ir a better position to know.



Message of greetings 1o the Ruler of Kuwait
on February 24, 1972

On behalf of the Government and the people of Pakistan and on my
own behall, it gives me great pleasure to extend to Your Highness, the
Government and the brotherly people of the State of Kuwait, our warmest
greetings and heartiest congratulations on the auspicious occasion of the
National Day of Kuwait.

The most cordial relations which so hapmily exist between Pakistan and
Kuwait are a source ol great strength to us m Pakistan and I am con-
fident that these [raternal ties will continue to be strengthencd m the
future. While looking forward to continued co-operation belween Pakistan
and Kuwait in all fields, I avail mysell of this opportunity to wish best
of health and happiness to Your Highness and all prosperity to our brethren
in Kuwait.



Message of welcome to the wounded prisoners of war
on February 26, 1972

With pride and satisfaction I welcome back to our land the first b,
of our prisoners of war whose repatriation has been arranged thr o
good offices of IRC. Their return marks the first step towards, :I‘;!h o
chcrnmen! hopes will be, the complete and unconditional re' ats ?l 'my
of our prisoners of war held in India. Let the near relations of ourp lﬂnhon
;)hf \rar knowragain that I intend not to relent for a single muml::lsounnglrisl
Sl . .
be p:lo;:z: of our boys is back home. That will be a day of joy to me and



Message to Sheikh Mujibur Rakman offering 122,000
tons of rice on February 29, 1972

In view of the problem created by the reported acute shortage of food,
1 have decided, in spite of our own economic difficulties, to place at your
disposal 100,000 tons of rice [rom our own resources, in addition 1o the
22,000 tons of rice of U.S. origin. Both quantities amounting to 122,000
tons of rice can be shipped quickly. I should be grateful if’ your response
could be communicaled to me as soon as possible.



Address to the nation announcing Land Reforms in Pakistan
on March I, 1972

Citizens, mazaraeen and haris,

Tonight is your night, as I am speaking 1o you on land reforms, to
inform you of the vital decisions we have taken to change the oppressive
and iniquilous agrarian system under which our people have suffered in
silence for centuries. From its inception, and throughout ils struggle against
injustice, the Pakistan People’s Parly has been committed to the eradica-
tion of the curse of feudalism and man’s unjust overlordship of the good
earth,

The reforms 1 am introducing are basic—affecting the life and fortunes
of the common man more than any other measure that we may introduce
in the future. They will bring dignity and salvation to our rural masss
who from Loday will be able to lift their heads from the dust and regain
their pride and manhood, their self-respect and honour.

The ramifications of the system we have changed are massive, bul there
are no perfect solutions. Every sociely has to evolve ils own remedial
measures within the framework of its heritage, conditions and limitations.
There is a wide and shameful dich y in our soci ic structure,
and nowhere else are its manifestations more glaring than in the country-
side. The overwhelming majority of our peasantry have since time imme-
morial been suspended in Lhe vicious web of abject poverly and servitude.
Perhaps nowhere else has the innate dignity of the working man been
abused 5o blatantly as here. We shall not allow this abominable stafus g
to continue.

.The problems of the land are complex. Land reforms no doubt involve
distribution of Jand-holding—a task that is both difficult and intricale
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But the problems are much deeper and we have 1o strike at their roots.
Superficial remedies will be injurious as they do not touch the heart of the
problem and it is to the heart that we must get. Unless land reforms bring
about profound improvements in the economic and social status of the
farmer, it will have been no more than a sanclimonious exercise.

The Land Reform plan envisaged by your Government covers a wide
spectrum. It will effectively break up the iniquitous concentralions of land-
ed wealth, reduce income disparities, increase production, reduce un-

ploy 8 ine the inistration of land revenue and agricultural
taxation, and (ruly lay down the foundations of a relationship of honour
and mutual benefil between the land-owner and the lenant.

To begin wilh, we are drastically reducing the ceiling on individual
holdings. Nobody can deny thal concentrations of landed wealth have
stunted the growth of a just and harmonious social order. We will not
allow a few individuals to hold sway over enormous tracts of land while,
side by side, millions of those who produce the wealth of the nation struggle
helplessly at a miserable level of

Several objective factors have been considered while fixing the new
ceiling. The prime one being that agriculture should continue to be an
attractive and profilable vocation. The size of the holding should permit
maximum benefit of investment to enable productivity to increase. Enter-
prising and enlighlened larmers should continue to live on the land and
give agriculture the sense of purpose il deserves. For these compelling
reasons, we are [ollowing exactly the same principle for the enlightened
entrepreneur. We are as much against the ignorant and tyrannical land-
lord as we are against the robber barons of industry. We are as much for the
creative and humane land-owner as we are for a productive and conscien-
tious owner of industry.

After deep and careful thought. T am reducing the present ceiling of
land held by an individual owner from 500 irrigated acres 1o 150 irrigated
acres, and of unirrigated acres from 1,000 to 300, or an area equivalent to
15,000 produce index units, whichever is greater. In specific terms, Lhe pre-
sent ceiling is being slashed in one stroke by 70 per cent, without even
taking into account the major concessions and exemptions granted by the
1959 Reforms.

The question of fixing the limit of holdings on the basis of the lamily
instead of the individual was minulely examined. As it involves Islamic
Jurisprudence, we sought the advice and guidance of renowned Muslim
scholars and jurists. The universal conclusion drawn was that Islam
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sanctifies the rights of the individual and does not recognise the system
of family holdings. As Muslims we simply cannot conceive of a scheme
repugnant o the tenets of Islam and so in keeping with the injunctions of
Islam, the holdings are fixed on the basis of the individual and not family,

In a large country like ours the productivity and income from land
differs from area to area on account of natural variations in soil quality,
climate, availability of water and a host of connected factors. It will be
unrealistic and a folly to put alluvial soils on par with barren land, and
fix the same ceiling for both. It will create an indefensible and discrimina-
tory situation and do gross injustice 1o those regions less blessed by nature,
Even in Europe, where contrasts are less striking, agricultural productivity
varies [rom region to region—a factor which has been recognised by the
Europ E ic C ity. It would, therefore, meet the ends of
justice to follow a system which takes cognizance ol these matural and
inescapable factors and to fix the upper limit on the basis of produce index
units which represent diversified and varying land productivity. Indeed,
that is why produce index units were evolved in the first place and made
the yardstick of allotment and distribution of land since 1947. That is why
our manifesto also recognises this sell-evident reality.

The Land Reforms of 1959 were a subterfuge. They were reforms in
name only, to fool the people in the name of reform. Apart from providing
a high upper limit of 36,000 units, all manners of concession were made
available to bultress and pamper the landed aristocracy and fatlen the
favoured few. In fact, the units thus made available ranged frem 72,000 to
s much as 80,000 units. Let me explain how. Over and above the upper
limit of 36,000 units, individual owners were allowed 1o retain an additions!
150 acres of orchards. Furthermore, an existing owner was entitled to gift
10 his heirs an area equivalent 1o 18,000 units. Even more than that, each
of his family’s female dependen(s were allowed, without restriction, 6,000
units. The runaway scheme did not stop here. “Shikargahs™ and stud and
livestock farms, irrespective of their size, were kept cntirely outside the
pale of land reforms. To give an example, one of the exempted «“Shikargahs”
s.lrelched over more than 100,000 acres. Similarly, there were stud and
livestock farms each of thousands and thousands of acres. So also were
many (rusts indiscriminalely exempted. As a result of these fraudulent

exemp.llcl)ns, peasants were deprived of valuable lands running into ovér
one million acres,

We are not permitting such exemptions or concessions. First, the con”
cerned owners will not be permitted to transfer any of the affected areas
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by way of gift to their heirs or female dependents as was permitted by
the 1959 Reforms.

All**Shikargahs” will be resumed and the land distribuled to the peasants,
except for those historical “‘Shikargahs” which will be run by the state.
Orchards, stud and livestock farms, and defined trusts, in excess of the
prescribed ceiling, will not be exempt: The Provincial Governments will
determine the manner in which these resumed lands are 1o be utilized. If
possible, they will be state-run; but if public interest so requires, they will
be leased out, in which case the former owner will have the first right of
refusal.

In fairness, however, we cannot ignore invesiments made by existing
owners in installing tubewells, purchasi lmclors, breaking new lands
and adopting costly modern iq ol' agricultural d For
this reason, we are compelled in equity to allow an e)usung owner to have
an additional area equivalent to 3,000 units, i he either owned a tractor or
had installed a tubewell on or before the 20th December, 1971.

The only exemption we are permitting relates o recognized educational
institutions, like universities, which will be allowed to hold areas beyond
the prescribed ceiling. Unlike the 1959 Reforms, this exemption has not
been extended to any other institutions.

It is common knowledge that lands belonging to Government in Pat
Feeder area in Baluchistan have been encroached upon by several influen-
tial persons and there has been a protracted controversy over entitlement
1o these lands. This has caused poor peasants and landless cultivators end-
less hardships. In order to end confusion and provide lands to the tillers,
Government has decided to resume all Jands in the Pat Feeder area, free
from any encumbrance or charge and without any compensation. The
resumed lands will be granted to poor farmers of the region.

Now, I must say something about one of the most sordid and shameful
chapters in the story of land-grabbing in Pakistan. The official class has
indulged in the most disgraceful abuse of power by acquiring vast lands in
various barrages, both in Sind and in the Punjab. This has created a new
class of absentee-landlords. Apart from the exploitation that this entails,
it has created a further burden on the local bureaucracy who are required
to arrange a fixed income to these absentee-landlords, who in, many cases,
also happen to be their superior officers. Government has, therefore, decid-
ed that any Government servant having acquired more than 100 acres of
land during the tenure of his office or in the course of retirement, such land
in excess of 100 acres shall stand confiscated to the state. This will not
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apply 1o Armed Forces as in their case land was given to the defenders
of the soil.

Certain high-ranking military officers bad, however, also acquired lands
in the border areas. The lands allotted in the border areas were with the
specific object of creating 8 defence reserve line of retired military Personne],
In many cases, however, these lands were subsequently exchanged by these
allottees for better lands in the interior, thus defeating the very purpose
of the original allotments in the border areas. We have, therefore, decided
1o cancel the title to all such lands acquired by exchange (rom the border
area of the defence belt 1o the safe interior. .

Al state lands will be reserved exclusively for landless tenants or owners
of below-subsistence holding, preferably in the same dek or village in
which the land is located. Substantial areas will, however, have to be
reserved for the Defence Forces.

Auction of state agricultural lands shall be banned. The price of state
land will be realized in easy instalments. The policy of giving these lands
on yearly leases stands abandoned.

The relations between land-owners and tenants have caused grave
anxiety to the country and our people. There has been strife and bitterness
causing serious problems affecting agricultural production end social har-
mony. Let me state clearly the measures I am taking to correct this situation.

Arbitrary and capricious ejectments shall stop forthwith. In future,
ejectments will only be possible if Lenants [ail to pay the batai share or rent
or meet the requirements of cultivation.

The liability for payment of water rate shall be shifted from the tenant
to the land-owner throughout the country. Moreover, all ngrit:!-lllll"l
taxes shall hereafter be paid exclusively by the land-owner.

Similerly, the present practice of the tenant meeting the cost of seed
shall cease, and in future the land-owners will be responsible for pro-
viding and paying for seed. The cost of remaining inputs shall be shared
equally between the land-owners and tenants.

Levy of cess and service without remuneration extracted by landlords
from tenants shall be unlawful throughout the country.

And, finally, in the event of sale of land, the tenant of the land shall heve
the right of pre-emption.

These revolutionary concessions given to the tillers of the soil will
Open new vistas of economic betterment for them. I am positive that
security of tenure, elimination of the burden of taxation on tensats and
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the grant of the right of pre-emption will satisfy the yearnings and long-
standing desires of tenants.

My [riends and compatriots, now please mark the contrast, please be a
fair judge between Land Reforms of 1959 and the Reforms I am now
pulting forward. Not only have I drastically reduced the ceiling to break
the back of feudalism, but I have gone a step further to start a new order
and life for the peasants. I am not only doing away with frivolous exemp-
tions and high ceilings, but I am taking over all the lands under the new
law without compensation. And most important, I am transferring all
the resumed land to the tiller of the soil. The tiller of the soil will not be
required to pay a paisa for the lands given te him under these Reforms.
They will be the new owners free of cost. They will be the new owners
without any encumbrances or liabilities. Only they are to be compensated
under these Reforms by free transfer for their sweat and toil through
the past centuries. Furthermore, any balance of instalments due from far-
mers under the 1959 Land Reforms will not be recovered.

Land-owners have been feverishly transferring land on extensive scale
and in @ manner designed to defeat Land Reforms. Let me say, we will
never permit such conspiracies o succeed. Let me reiterate with all the em-
phasis at my command that such parasites and enemies of the people will
not be spared.

In order to defeat these fraudulent transactions, any transfer of land or
creation of a right or interest in land from December 20, 1971, made by
a person owning or possessing more than an area equivalent to 15,000
units on December 20, 1971, shall be void without question. These areas
will be deemed to be owned by the transferor when determining his holding.
Also any transfers which have brought land back to a family, even through
a third person, shall be void, and revert to the owner. All transfers made
during the last five years by a person owning or possessing more than an
equivalent area of 15,000 units on March 1, 1967, shall have to be declar-
ed by him and be scrutinised in order to determine the genuineness of
the transaction. If the transfers are in favour of heirs, prima facie they
will be considered valid. Transfers made in favour of other persons will
not be valid until the transferor is able 10 establish beyond all shadow
of doubt that the transaction was bona fide. And, finally, let me warn
you that any false declarati shall entail i di fiscation of all
property, landed or otherwise, of the declarant and his dependents.

Consistent with the urgent need to encourage mechanisation and con-
solidation, and to prevent fragmentation, the Government will allow liberal
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consolidation of holdings to a family as long as these holdings gre ioside
Provincial limits and do not conflict with the prescribed ceiling of 15,000
units. Thus, existing owners will have the right of choice of the "eﬂih
desire to retain within the ceilings and to interchange their holdings vy
other affected landholders or unaffected land-owners of the same amily,

To te further our il ion to prevent the evils of fragmenty.
tion, the existing restrictions on actual partitioning of joint holdings agg
on alienation of holdings shall continue. This will eliminate fragmentation
of holdings and parcelling of ic units into ic holdings.

Our system of revenue administration and agricul taxation is out.
moded. Every thing in the world is changing rapidly but our Tevenue
system has remained wedded to the past. The mystery of revenue records,
the difficulties in obtaining simple copies of tille documents, the enormaus
powers of good end evil exercised by small revenue officials, the Auctuat-
ing rates of agricultural taxes, and the protracted nature of revenue pro-
ceedings and, above all, the unwholesome manner in which local func-
lionaries perform, or rather fail 10 perform their duties, can no longer
be tolerated. This decadent sysiem has only provided opportunities for
corruption, mischief and vendettas. It must go. It must be subjected to
critical appraisal, if not a surgical operation.

It is my view thet land revenue and water rate should be assessed on a
Rat-rate basis to prevent overtaxation, leakage of revenue, corruplion and
harassment. It should be made a clear obligation of the revenue officers
and subordinate stafl (o help rather than harm and hamper the peasantry.
Simple, revenue proced should be established, proced
which everyone can fully understand and whose interpretation is not within
the exclusive wisdom of a coterie of officials.

These problems, however, require to be resolved through detailed exami-
nation by & commiltee of experts and public representatives. [ am, there-
fore, ordering the immediate setting up of such a commission.

The main task for us is how to increase the productivity of small farms.
An i d pr must be iniliated to increase the knowledge of
smell farmers through an effective education and training programme
and every effort should be made to ensure the supply of agricultural inputs.
Incentives in the shape of price support, input subsidies, credit and market-
ing facilities will be provided to these small farmers,

In fact, we will have to develop rural co-operatives by giving every facility
for co-operative farming. It is my conviction that this will establish true
rural democracy, prevent ploitati raise farm pl ivity through




pooling of resources, promote mutual unds

r ! ding through
pe unions and elimi y profits by middl
Agriculture has becomc en ded profession and the

traditional cropping patterns are not equipped to fully absorb our large
labour force. Several measures will be adopted to fight the menace of

'mplo and und We are, pushing through
a gigantic rural works programme involving location of agro-based indus-
tries in rural areas and the setting up of agrovilles and cottage industries.

Lack of funds has always been used as an excuse to block the growth of

griculture and rural d The working and living conditions in
rural areas are shocking and I have, thereflore, directed that
an allocation of rupees 1,000 crore should be made for the remaining period
of the Fourth Five-Year Plan for agricultural development and the sup-
porting programmes I have outlined carlier. Implementation will proceed
with full speed and vigour.

These land reform measures will come into force at once. They will apply
to both surveyed and unsurveyed areas except the tribal areas of the
NWFP.

1 will be issuing a Martial Law Regulation which will ensure the full
and speedy implementation of my plan. In each Province, a Land Commis-
sion will be set up to put into effect the reforms and to remove any enoma-
lies and contradictions that may arise.

A strict time-table will be put into force. Declarations of land holdings
will be submitted by 30th April, 1972; decisions on the declarations will
be made by 15th June, 1972; and these decisions will be implemented by
1st July, 1972

And lastly, a word about the crop under cultivation. The present Rabi
crop will belong to the existing owners since it represents their invest-
ment and labour. No pilferage will be permitted. The next Kharif crop
will fall within the ambit of the new legislation.

In a country with a long-entrenched feudal system and where the agri-
cultural land falls under a vast and complicated irrigation system, what

we have done is monumental, We have undertaken much more than most

with similar diti For example, Traq has fixed the ceiling
at 625 irrigated acres and 1,250 acres of rain-fed land; Turkey, at 1,250
acres; Iran, at 1,000 irrigated acres and 2,000 acres of unirrigated land;
Syria, at 200 irrigated and 750 rain-fed acres; Philippines, at 750 acres;
and Cuba, at 167 acres. For that matter, after the Russian Revolution,
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the Kulaks were permitted by Lenin to hold an area of land similar 1o
what we are allowing on the basis of produce index units.

1 know the power of the landed aristocracy, the overriding authority of
the Tribal Sardars, the Waderas and Maliks. They will stop at nothing to
frustrate and circumvent these Land Reforms. Let me declare that this
will not be permitted. The full weight of Martial Law will visit all enemies
of the people. The writ of your Government in defence of the peasant
and in pursuit of the justice of these Reforms will run as much in the
rolling plains of Punjab and Sind as in the rugged mountains and hills of
Baluchistan and NWFP.

Citizens, I have unfolded to you the salient features of your Govern-
ment’s Land Reforms plan. The task is colossal but it is a task which we
can neither avoid nor delay. On this will depend the stability of our econo-
my and the wellare of our people. It requires enormous resources, total
dedicalion and full support of the people. I am determined to guarantee
social and economic justice and wipe out the primitive and oppressive
system of feudalism and overlordship that has all these long years denied
our people their place in the sun.

But to succeed, I need your help. I need your support. I need your strength.
I need your courage and resolution. It is a momentous day because with
one stroke we have exorcised the evil that had blighted this fair and beauti-
ful land of ours for ages past. We have opened a brave new world for
our children and their children. We have secured the future of generations
to come.

T'have kept my pledge with God and man. This day marks the beginning
ol a new saga in the annals of Pakistan. This is no prank with history.
It adds a golden chapter to its volume on liberty. The hour has struck
and we must rejoice on hearing the shackles break. Not tomorrow be-
cause it is too late, but Friday the third of March shall be a public holidsy
to commemorate the infinite blessings of this day, the beauty and splendour
of its promise.



Message to King Hassan of Morocco
on March 2, 1972

The Government and the people of Pakistan join me in sending to
Your Majesty, the Government and the brotherly people of Morocco
our greetings and heartiest felicitations on the happy occasion of the
National Day of Morocco. The strong and indestructible ties of history,
culture and religion which bind our two countrics and peoples together,
are a source of strength to us in Pakistan and we are confident that these
ties would be further cemented in the future to our mutual benefit. We
take pride in the fact that Your Majesty, the Government aad the people
of Morocco stood by us in our most difficult times which is & testimony
to your [raternal feclings towards us.

I take this opporlum(y to wish bes( of health And happiness 1o Your
Majesty and ever- g prosperity to the brotherly people of M




Address 1o the nation on March 3, 1972

My Dear brothers and sislers, my dear (riends, compatriots, labourers,
p and stud Assal Alaikum

On the 20th December, when I assumed the office of President after a
shattering war with India, when half of our country came under the
occupation of the Indian forces, T addressed you that night in all sincerity.
I told you that you have given me a colossal responsibility. I told you that
it would not be easy to overcome the total crisis that the nation was facing.
Believe me, it was a total crisis and il is a total crisis in all spheres from
one end of the spectrum to the other—political, military, economic,
social and inlernational crisis. Actually, we were in a cesspool and the
nation had to be picked up.

It is a great nation. Our people are hardworking, dedicated, sincere,
and our strength lies in their vitality, in their simplicity, in their greatness.
And since the people of West Pakistan have given me and my parly 8
massive mandate in the elections of December 1970, in the midst of all
the gloom and the harrowing future, 1 was confident and I remain con
fident that we will overcome the present difficulties and that soon, Insha
Allah 1a'la, the nightmare will end.

Since the 20th of December we have moved fast in all directions. And
this is necessary. We have no time to lose. Time is our biggest factor.
I_told you then that T will undertake the task of reconstruction and recon-
ciliation. But when there is dislocation of this magnitude, it takes some
time for things to settle down.

[ know there have been scarcilies of essential commodities. The prices
of atta have risen and in some places they are still high. Price of sugar
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is increasing. I am aware of all these developments. They hurt me very
much and we are taking measures Lo rectify the position. What could I
do if 1he granary was not to be found; if the food stocks were not available;
if the wheat crop had been completely depleted by its faully distribution?
What could T do il crores and crores of rupees from East Pakistan
were being smuggled into West Pakistan as a result of which there
were inflationary tendencies and the prices of commodilies were rising?
We could do nothing immediately. It was not like putting on an electric
swilch. We had to print new notes to replace the notes that were coming
in from East Pakistan via other countries. And now we are replacing these
notes. As a result of il some of the economic measures that we have taken
are having their effects. Bul it takes a little time. Even when a person
takes an aspirin, his headache does not disappear with the taking of the
pill. Even in that case it takes a little time, But here in Pakistan we have
had to undergo a major surgical operation and putl fundamental pieces
together.

So, it cannot be done in a day. It cannot be done in the span of 2 month
or so. It would take time and I beg of you to give us a little lime because
we want to retain your confidence. We do not want to do things which
are opposed to your interest, because il we do that we would be doing
things which are opposed to all of us. For 100 long the people and the
Government have been estranged and in conflict. | want to see the end of
that day. 1 want to see the Government and the people harmoniously
speaking with the same voice and [eeling the same way.

So, all these matters are being attended to. We have had industrial re-
forms. We have had labour reforms and on the 1st of March I had the
honour of introducing fundamental land reforms in Pakistan. No crilic
of the country can say that these are not genuine reforms going to the
heart of the problems. We have broken the back of feudalism and Insha
Allah 1a'la you will see that the eflects of these reforms will bring dignity
and honour to Lhe people of Pakistan. As I have repeatedly said,. the
strength of Pakistan lies in the strength of its people and we are determined
to make our people strong; to make our people happy; (o make our people
content; to make them feel that this is their Pakistan, the Pakistan of
their dreams; to make them feel that their children will have a secure
and a happy future and thal they really were born in their promised land.

My dear friends and citizens, the interests of the country are supreme
and it is in the interest of the country and in the interest of the Armed

Forces of Pakistan that today we have taken the decision to replace the
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Commander-in-Chiefl of the Pakistan Army and the Commander-in-chier
of the Pakistan Air Force. Both of them have been replaced by officers who
are familiar with the Armed Forces and who have worked with them witp
devotion and with splendid record. The replacements have been made op
merit and in the highest consideration of the country and the Armed Forces,

By now you must have heard that Lt.-General Gul Hassan, who Tesigned
this alternoon, has been replaced by Lt.-General Tikka Khan and that
Air-Marshal Rahim Khan has been replaced by Air-Marshal Zafar
Chaudhury. From today we will no longer have the anachronistic and
obsolete posts of Commanders-in-Chief. Every wing of the Armed Forces,
that is Army, Navy and the Air Force, will be headed by a Chiel of Staff,
This is (he practice in many countries and this practice has worked success-
fully in those countries. And I believe that it will work with success in our
Armed Forces as well. So we have changed the colonial structure of the
Armed Forces of Pakistan and injected a truly independent pattern into
this vital service.

We are determined Lo have a new vigorous institution of the Armed
Forces. We are absolutely determined to have it. We are determined to
have invincible Armed Forces. I know thal Pakistan possesses the material
1o have a strong and a valiant army. We have had in the past a strong and
valiant army and we are determined to restore that position. It must again
become the finest fighting machine in Asia. This we must do. This is a
sacred task. It is a sacred undertaking and you will see that with the
passage of time this will be done. And so it is in this spirit of supreme
national interest that these reforms, these changes, were necessary. As [
have said the structure has been changed and the heads of the three services
are dedicated individuals, who will now direct all their energies to the
promolion of their services, of bringing them to the highest contemporary
standards. This task shall become their ceaseless endeavour and night
and day they will have to direct Lheir talent and energies to build this great
machine. And you must remember, my {riends and compatriots, that the
people of Pakislan and the Armed Forces themselves are equally deter-
mined 10 wipe out Bonaparlic influences from the Armed Forces. This is
essential for the promolion of the high standards of the Armed Forces.
It is essential so that these tendencies never again pollute the political life
ol this country. Bonapartism is an expression which means that professional
soldiers turn into professional politicians. So I do not use the word Bona-
partism I use the word Bonapartic because what has happened in Pakistan
since 1954 and more openly since 1958 is that some professional
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Generals _lurned to polilics not as a profession but as a plunder and as
such, the mﬂuem‘:cs that crept into Pakistan's socio-political life destroyed
its fabric as the influences of Bonapartism had affected Europe in the
18th and 19th centuries. But come what may, these Bonapartic influences
must be rooled out, in the interest of the country, in the interest of Pakistan
of tomorrow, in the interest of the Armed Forces and the people of
Pakistan. So that is why these hard decisions had to be taken and I am
certain that the whole nation will rally round it and everyone in the Armed
Forces from the ordinary jawan to Lhe senior officer and right down the
rank will understand it and take it in the spirit in which this decision
has been taken.

I have recently had a long session with General Tikka Khan. 1 have
given him my ideas and my thoughts on the subject of improving the
morale and the standard of the Pakistan Army. Likewise, [ am going 1o
have a similar meeting this evening with the new Chicl of Air Staff, Air-
Marshal Zafar Choudhury and [ hope that we can have an equally construc-
tive meeting. I had a similar meeting with the Chief of Staff of the Navy.

You must also know these structural changes. We have decided that the
tenure of the Chiel of Staff will be a fixed tenure and under no circums-
tances will there be extensions of that tenure. It will remain a fixed tenure
and at the conclusion of that there will have to be a new person replacing
the present incumbent. Only in Lhis way can new blood and fresh ideas
and talents begin to flow and not be bottled up because it is necessary for
new ideas and for new men to take charge over a period of time. This is
also both in the interest of the Armed Forces and the nation.

As far as Air Force is concerned we have to have a few more changes
because on taking over on the 20th December 1 announced changes in
the Armed Forces. A number of Army Generals were retired on the 20th
of December and thereafter some others were retired. In the Navy also
we had retired the dead wood. And it is necessary o do the same for the
Air Force. So not only the Commander-in-Chief of the Air Force is
being relieved of his duties, but in addition to that I have retired today
Air-Vice-Marshal Yousul, Air-Vice-Marshal Khyber Khan, Air-Commo-
dore Abdul Kader, Air-C d lahuddin, Air-C d
T.S. Jan and Group-Captain Syed Mansur Ahmed Shah. These officers
also stand retired [rom the Air Force.

Recently we have had a number of problems. Very important develop-
ments have taken place. We have faced one difficult position after another.
We are still in a state of war. It is still a tenuous ceasefire. Augmentation
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of forces continues. Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that the Ration g
still in a state of war, there have been certain unpleasan( internal
developments.

The most unpleasant of them all was the recent police strike, the firs( of
ts kind in our country and if I am not wrong first of its kind in the syb.
continent, as far as I can remember. It is being called a strike but in plain
and simple language, il was a mutiny and mutiny at a time when the Armed
Forces are [acing an enemy, a muliny al a time when Pakistan is facing
genuinely its gravest crisis. So it has been an unpleasant and a painful
spectacle Lo witness. But we faced it and how did we face it. We did no(
run away but we faced il with the power of the people, with your power
my friends. We faced them with the strength of the people and 1 congra-
tulate and salute the gallant and brave people of Lahore for having res
ponded Lo the call of the Governor of the Punjab, and the way in which
they faced this problem was simply magnificent. So the strike is off and as
far as we are concerned, we wanl to close this chapter for all time.
We do not want to remember it or recall it. It is finished. I want to assure
the police thal whatever their motives—and I know the inspirations that
were behind this mutiny—there were certain el working for it for
over a month. It did not happen suddenly. These things do not happen
in a flash of a minute on such a large scale. However, that is gone. We
are prepared to turn a new leal. We are prepared (o forget it. The police
is indispensible, it is essential. They have certain genuine grievances.
admitted this on the first day of taking over the office and we have been
working on Police Reforms. You will hear these reforms soon. They will
be in the interest of the police. Cerlain reforms we have already announced
and others will follow very soon. And I appeal also to Lhe public that
now let us build a new relationship between the administration, the
police, the civil servants and the public.

T believe that there is a mental change now and this mental change will
be reflected in the dealing that (he administration has with the public. So
Lrequest the public as well 1o embark on this new spirit of co-operation and
that with this co-operation security will return to the Jand and both the
administration and people will work for a common weal and a common
objective and that is the welfare and progress of Pakistan.

This brings to me to the question of law and order, and when I speak
of law and order, I can never speak only of colonial concept of law and
order. Law and order is to be respected and people respect law and orde.\'
only when the law is in the interest of the people. Not when the law is
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ppressive. We have no int of having oppressive laws for the com-
munity, for the common man or for any one clse for that matier. We
want Jaws which are the instruments of progress for the people. And law
is an essential [ramework for all societies. It becomes necessary for indivi-
duals to discipline themselves within the concept of this framework pro-
vided the law is not oppressive and is directed for their welfare.

We are gradually implementing such legislations siep by step. But now
in the context of law, an order has to be maintained. T am sure all of
you will agree with me that the time has come when we should exercise
discipline. We should not swing from one end of the pendulum to the
other. We should neither become mute and silent spectators nor in a
changed situation go 10 the other end of the pendulum and revolt against
everything and lake every matter 1o the sireets. So, I think in this matter
people at large will agree with me that a balance has to be siruck. While
the Government is ever ready and receptive 1o the pcople s grievances—-it
will always remain hetic to their legiti ds—it cannot on
the other hand allow itself 10 be coerced and permit individuals to take the
law into their own hands and to indulge in violence and incitc people to
commit murders. This kind of planned anarchy cannot be tolerated and the
common man is truly getting fed up with it. truly getting disgusted with
it. So, now let me assure you that the changes that we have made, we have
the hinery, an effi hinery, to deal with the law and order
problems il people try to take things out of hand and 1o destroy the national
fabric specially at a time like this. I am not threatening anyone. I am the
last person to threaten our people. 1 am one of vou. Thave repealedly appeal-
ed 10 you. I have repealedly said for heavens sake prevent these demons-
trations. Put an end to them; come to lhe Government and air your
grievances 10 us. We willdo what we can, what is in our power. But, instead
of that, still in some places, gherao and the concepl of jalao is unneces-
sarily continuing. Please give us a little time for matters 1o settle down.
Now, I tell you in all earnestness to pleasc put an end to it because the
Slate cannot stand by and sce the ordinary norms, the ordinary standards
of decent living being brought to naught.

I know that you will heed my advice because I am making it in your
interest and making it in the supreme interest of the state. I do not want
to say anything more on it. I think you have gol my message. You under-
stand what I mean. I hope soon we will be able Lo embark upon negotia-
tions with India and in due course also with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
T am looking forward to these negotiations and I can assure you that we
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will be animated by the sincerest desire 10 live in peace, to bring an eng
to hostility, to tura from the path of conflict .and conflagration 1o the
path ol co-operalion with honour, of course, a_kmd of co-operation which
can, for both the countries and for all of us in the subcontinent, bring
about tranquillity and a measure of contentment and satisfaction. Op our
part we will make every effort to arrive at such a rfwdu: vivend; ang iy
this connection the plight of our prisoners of war in India is a matter
of supreme interest to all of us.

[ have not publicly spoken on this matter for certain sell-evident reasons
and 1 have explained these reasons to the affected lamilies whenever they
have met me. But we have made relentless diplomatic efforts. The Indians
also know because of the demonstrations here and various connecled
factors thal this is an important issue, an extremely important issye,
Now, the Indians can look at this matter in two ways; that this is the issue
that really hurts Pakistan, so let us use it as a lever to extract the last drop
of blood out of Pakistan. On the other hand il they have vision and if
they also look to the subcontinent of peace and tranquillity then I think
it will be in the fitness of Lhings if the Government of India were 1o
show this vision by detaching this problem and by taking an initiative
of goodwill like we took a number of iniliatives of goodwill without
bargaining and without conditions. India is the bigger country and India
today is in a happier position. So, I think they can take more initialives
than we can. Bul we have taken important initiatives. ] do not want to
mention them, you know them. So, we hope that animated by the same
consideration, India too sceks co-operation and prepares the climate con-
ducive for negoliations by releasing our POWs and detaching them from
the main burden ol negotiations. Perhaps this is asking for too much,
but perhaps it is not. Times have changed, situation has changed and [
think that this submission or this thesis of mine will not fall on deaf ears.
I'am confident that it will be idered with all its implications.

And at home also, we have to have serious and earnest negotiations
among ourselves. Tomorrow Insha Aliah ta’la 1 hope to have negotiations
with the leaders of NAP and JUI. We meet tomorrow at 10:30 and I am
prepared to have protracted negotiations. We can listen to them. We have
an open mind. We are prepared to consider Lheir point of view. It is a legir
timate point of view, but we hope that in the same spirit they will consider
our difficulties also with an open mind and in the spirit of give and take
which is the essence of democracy. | hope that we can come to a seltlement.
1 do not see why we cannot come to a settlement. They want a constilt:




115

[i'on, we wanl a conslitution. They want genuine autonomy for the pro-
vinces, we want genuine autonomy for the provinces. They want economic
salvation of the people, we arc striving to have economic salvation. There
is only one beaslly problem that unfortunately comes in the way. and
that is the curse of the Martial Law. We want to it it. Believe me, my
dear [riends. we want to lifL it as soon as possible. We want to lift this
stigma, this curse of Martial Law. But T want to tell the people, T want
to tell our friends who meel us tomorrow that there are cerlain cogent
reasons (hat for a short period of time, for a briel period of time it is
needed in the country’s interest, not in our interest. And we hope that we
can convince them that they should give us this briel period of time
so that we can lift it with the satisfaction of knowing that we will never
have lo return to it and that Pakistan will not face a greater erisis if it is
not lified or if it is lifted. Tt is only a question of timing and it is nol a
question of timing for a millennium.

1t is a question of a shorl period of time needed in the country's interest,
not in my interest. I do not need Martial Law. My party does not need
Martial Law. We have majority in the Assembly. 1 know all that. But at
the same time 1 do not want to take such a decision that aflerwards hislory
will say that I took a wrong decision under pressure and it brought about
the end of the national edifice. I don’t want that stigma on my name.
So, 1 want to talk lo them and T will 1alk to you also. I will talk on the
19th of March in Lahore to the citizens of Lahore and 1 will speak on these
matters. But there is nothing that really divides us.

I am wedded to democracy, T have fought for democracy. I know the
value of democracy. Democracy brings about the flowering of the people.
1 admit all these things. I have never broken my pledge with the people of
Pakistan. | am determined to keep this promise as well because this is
a fundamental promise. Therc is no quarrel between us. I remember that
I struggled for it and wanted the lifting of Martial Law. But at that time
half the country was not in the hands of India and the other half was
not in the mess in which we find it today. And as I have said, it will be
lifted soon. It is only a question of time, a time [actor is involved. Should
Pakistan face a grave crisis, should we have threats of movements only
on a procedural question of the time factor? I think you should judge
this matter. I am sure you will not think that I am lying to you.
Why should I lie to you? I have never lied to you. [ don’t want to lie to you.
T am telling you the truth. For a brief period of time, I hope my friends
will accommodate us on this small matter. President Yahya Khan was
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to give a Consutution to the counlry in which Marjg)

0iN| i i
going in which there were going 1o

Law was going to be a fealure, !
be some other oppressive articles giving him veto power over every.
thing clse. He was going to retain the po_wers of Pre§|dcnl, Martial Lay
Administrator and Commander-in-Chiel in the Constitution. And ap 1hy
time nobody threatened a movement. They all ealled him a mujahig,
Nobody was on the warpath. Only we, our Parly, was on the warpath,
So, please be fair. You have lo be fair. We must be lair and objeclive.|
have the greatest respect for the leaders who are demanding the withdrawal
of Martial Law. This is my demand too. They say Martial Law murdabed,
I say Martial Law murdabad. When have 1 said Martial Law zindabag?
Put the question is that you lislen to me as well. T am your leader, you have
reposed confidence and trust in me. Therefore, trust my judgement for this
brief period of lime. Tha is all. When have 1 said that 1 want to frame
the Constitution of Pakistan. Under no circumstances I want to frame
the Constitution of Pakistan. That is the responsibility of the National
Assembly of-Pakislan. The National Assembly ol Pakistan will frame the
Constitution of Pakistan. Who says that I want a onc-party rule in Pakistan?
1f I wanted a one-party rule would have I lifted the ban on the Naticnal
Awami Party on the 20th of December. A person who wants a one-party
rule would not have unilaterally lifted the ban on the NAP on the 20th
of December. These are calumnies.

Let us be fair to one another. Let us be fair to Pakistan. The whole world
is watching us. So many nations are saying: ‘‘has this country not learnt &
lesson yet?” So, lel us learn our lesson. We are going to work together.
Under no circumstances 1 want a confrontation with the political forces
of this country. Under no circumstances I want to do injustice to the
two provinces where we are not in a majority. We have an absolute majority
in the other two provinces. The other parties do not have an absolule
majority in those provinces, but even then we do not want to do any in-
justicetothese provinces. These provinces are part of Pakistan. The majority
will form the Governments there. 1 have said that umpteen times. There
should be some trust, some belief, and that is why this afternoon, in spite
of all the other wark T had, T went in and called on the leader of the National
Awami Party in the Intercontinental Hotel and I assured him that to-
morrow we will meet. We will meet with an open mind. This is my promisé
to you. This is my promise 1o them. With an open mind we can arrive
al an agreement. It takes two parties to come to a settlement. And Jnsha
Allah ta’la 1 am determined 1o come to a settlement because I do not want



n?

to rock this boat. This boal is sufficiently rocked already, it is so sufficiently
rocked that many people who are now threalening 1o do all sorts of things
never in the past threatened any one. I am not referring to the national
Jeaders when 1 say this. Becausc everyone knows that the situation in
Pakistan is too delicate, so everyone has become a Teesmarkhan. But
when situations are normal it is at that time when one should become a
gallant Teesmarkhan. But today, 1 tell you that we can come 10 a settle-
ment in the interest of Pakistan, 1o save Pakistan, to save the people of
Pakistan. That is my only mission. That is my only devetion. I have no
other mission. I have no other devotion, and I know that the people of
Pakistan will trust me in this undertaking.



Address to industrialists and businessmen at Rawalpindi
on March 5, 1972

Pakistan is confronted with anacule crisis. The encmy stares usin the lace
on our soil. Intcrual dissensions and rivalries continue (o sap our encrgies.
A scnse of del and demoralization has gaincd ground. We nced to regain
our national pride and a new locus of patriolic objectives. We have to restore
a basic sense of harmony through the cquitable distribution of income
and wealth, and ellcct a general reconciliation by consensus and consulta.
tion instcad of provocalion and conlTontation.

These tasks have o be pursued at various levels and in diverse ways.
But the foundation of this national effort would have to be renewed
dedication to build a strong and viable economy which lends strength to
and has the support of the masses. We need a strong economy as the
fountain-head of national strength which alone can win for us a respectable
role in world affairs. We also nced this strong cconomic base for building
the new economic order which the Pcople’s Party promised in its clection
maniflesto.

It is imperative, therefore, that while we are still occupied with questions
of immediate imporl in the political field and while we are carrying out
urgent reforms, we must simultaneously harness our large resources in
men and material towards building our economic strength. The emphasis
on economic development is not to divert our attention from other tasks
but to strengthen our efforts to find an honourable solution of our
problems.

While East Pakistan remains under enemy occupation, our efforts would
have to be confined to West Pakistan.
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An immediately difficult situation exists because the economy has yet
o u}m;rb the shock of break in (he traditional cconomic links with East
Pakistan. Imports that used to come from East Pakistan have (o be replaced.
New markets have to be found for goods that uscd 1o be shipped 1o East
Pakistan. This makes it more diflicult o cover the gap in our balance of
payments. An all-out effort must be mace (o increase our exports by
rupces 150 crore to rupees 200 crore over the next two or three years in
order (o lay the foundation of a sell-reliant economy.

Over the last couple of years the level of investment has been stagnant
in Pakistan. Public investment had 1o be curtailed as more was needed
for East Pakistan. Privalc investment was discouraged by a climate of
prolonged cconomic and political uncertainties. We have gol lo move
the cconomy oul of this rut and restore ils growth and buoyancy. Both
the public and private sectors have a role to play in this challenge lor
survival.

We visualize a mixed cconomy for Pakistan, Private initiative and enler-
prise las a distincl part to play in this national rebuilding. The Govern-
ment would lay down conditions lor the specific role which private sector
can play. This role and this objective has been spelt out carlier, We would
never again tolerate cartels and monopolics. We cxpect, and demand,
come what may, a co-operalive attitude towards implementing the labour
policy of the Government. We would never allow in the future the wealth
of this country to leave its shores.

Those patriots who are willing 10 abide by these national conditions
are welcome Lo invesl in the broad categories of industries which have been
lel to privale enterprise. Such persons would be liberally assisted by the
Government. Government-managed scctor of Industry is relatively small.
It embraces mainly heavy and basic industries and public utilities. These
arc areas which must be controlled and managed by the Government in the
larger interest of Pakistan. The remaining field of industria! enterprisc has
been lelt wide open for the private entrepreneur. This includes Textiles,
Sugar, Newsprint, Matches, Pharmaccuticals, Vegetable Ghee and a host
of other lucrative industrics. In particular, Government would welcome
private effort in respect of export-oriented industries based on local raw
materials. A devoted and determined endcavour will be made 1o offer
Tacilitics and incentives Lo foster a rapid cxport-led growth of the economy.
This is the indisputable in(rastructure.

T bope this clear declaration of policy puts to rest all uncertainties und
misgivings. We are resolutely dedicaled to the sacred objective of achiev-
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ing a greal and cxpanding cconomy. This is a national mi:
must succeed. In Lhis context it is essential to move into the less developed
ramparls and break new ground to bring to our land new bounlies of our
times. Do not over-crowd big cities. This is the warning of lomorrow,
of air pollution and of congestion injurious to the mind and the body.
If as pioneers and patriols you apen up (o build on new ground the indus-
trial power of the country. the people will admire your initiative and
zeal and surcly lend you their own strength in the achicvement ol this
common endeavour.

The supreme objectives of the Government during the coming ycars would
be 1o do its utmost for less developed regions. Our progress of the past
was distributed wrongly not only in terms of social classes but nlso gcngm-
phically. Provinces of NWFP and luchi have r
ably neglected. There are also large tracts in Sind and Punjab that have not
henefited from the cconomic policics of the past governments.

We simply cannol afford this lop-sided development. We have puid o

dear price for our past mistakes in regional devel . We have to
develop a bold and visionary approach for a morc balanced growth of
socicty.

Baluchistan is our leasl developed province. In the past. devclopment
budget for the province was made with a view to giving the province a
slightly higher percentage of the share in lotal development than would
be justificd on the population basis. This is hardly an adequate approach.
We should not let the progress of this provinee sullcr because of financial
constraint. 1 have ordecred that next year's devclopment programme
should be formulated for Baluchistan taking into account all the available
schemes which are found [easible and which are rcady lor implementation,
To make this possible, the provincial planning autherities should work
on the ption that their allocation for devel would be double

as pared to whal was avai this year.

T hope this would bring about an immediate change in the develop-
ment outlook of Baluchistan. But, more important. { have asked experts
to formulate a grand bluc-print of longer term development of Baluchistan.

First priorily for the large tracts of Baluchistan is 10 open these up. For
this purpose il is vital that a comprehensive scheme lor development of
an integrated transport system is formulaled. The rail and road system
should cover the remolest parts of Baluchistan linking them with other
provinces. This transport neiwork should also have an independent outlet
to the sea. In this connection, I have given directions that steps may be
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initiated immediately to prepare the project for the construction of a
new port at a suilable silc on the Baluchistan coast.

Though Baluchistan is known (o be rich in minerals of all kind, there
has been little exploitation of the mineral resources of the Province. The
geological survey of this province must be nccelerated. The Geological
Survey of Pakistan should also investigate the location of underground
water resources which are specially valuable for this arid zone. Immediate
nction is necessary for the exploitation of known mineral deposits in the
Province including the iron ore al Chil Ghazi. This will provide much
needed employment opportunities for the people of this great Province.

Baluchistan is the home of Sui gas. The most important source of
power in Pakistan comes from Sui. It is shameful to admit that despite this
factor, Baluchistan is woefully deficient in power gencration. There is a
moral and an economic need for making Sui gas available to the people of
Baluchistan. The power house at Quetta will have to be expanded without
delay. A number of small power houses will have to be established in far-
flung arcas lo meet local needs and 1o promote both agriculture and
industry.

I have alrcady initinted action on the formulation of & detailed plan for
decp-sea fishing along Mckran coast. Exploitation of this important re-
source has iderabl ial for ing our cxport earnings. It is
intended to develop fishing terminals along the coast and acquire a large
fleet of fishing trawlers. Coaslal processing installations would be develop-
cd for canning and freczing of fish.

These long-term projects would 1ake some time in getting on the ground.
In the meantime, the Jarger allocation being made for the next year should
be used for mecling urgenl social and economic needs, particularly for
quickly compleling work on water supply and irrigation schemes,

The Government has decided Lo provide special assistance to Baluchistan
for education. The impl of the proposal to set up 8 university
at Quetta would be taken in hand next year.

In NWFP, though the economic progress has been better than that in
Baluchistan, there is need to accelerate the process. It has been decided
thal the NWFP Government would be provided 50 per cent larger amount
for its d p programme pared to this year.

A major new thrust of development effort has 1o be made in the tribal
area. The tribal people have long been denied many of the benefits which
are easily available to settled districts. This Government cannot tolerate
such invidious distinclions. Both the Tribal Development Corporation and




122

the NWFP Goverament have been instructed to intensify the Programme
for tribal development. A comprehensive plan |s_being undertaken o Open
up the tribal areas by a large road construction programme with 1,
willing co-operation of the people of the lnb-a_l area. As these areas opey
up, services like school education, medical facilities, water supply and elec.
tricity would be extended to the tribal belt. Sui gas would have Teached
Peshawar by next year.

NWFP has been comparatively backward in industrial development,
The province has a reasonably developed infrastructure of power apg-
communications and has a sturdy and hardworking labour force. There
are no strong reasons why it should not attract industrial investment,
This province will be given priority in location of public sector industria|
units. Every incentive will be provided to private entrepreneurs 1o make
industrial investment in this province.

The water availability in the province of NWFP for agriculture and
other uses poses a serious problem. The Government will seck to provide
increased irrigation lacilities through pump irrigation and tubewells wi(h
suitable support in the form of subsidy from the Governmenl.

Dera Ismail Khan is a less-developed part of the Frontier Province,
The Gomal Zam project which is designed to benefit the people of this
region has been delayed too long. The Government is endeavouring to
expedite the completion of this project and generally improve the con-
ditions of the people, but it will take a little time. Whereas twenty-four
years have rolled by in (riction and in fear, when so much precious time has
been lost to see another gencration pass by in rags and discomlort, a
sufficient period of time should be allowed to this Government for the poor
to inheril the bounlies and benefits of egalitarian planning.

There are vast tracts in the provinces of Sind and Punjab which have
not received benefit of development in the past. This is generally true of
the right bank of the Indus. The Government’s new development priorities
will be reflected in road construction programme, provision of electricity
and a comprehensive programme o fight the menace of waterlogging
and salinity in these and other affected regions of Punjab and Sind.

These are by no means exhaustive lists of development ideas on which
work would be carried out. I merely wish to convey to you the sense of
urgency with which the problem of less developed regions is to be pursued
by my Government. We would give the development process a mighty
new push. The people will judge us not by these words but by the results.
We are determined to give the nation tangible results. We are determined
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to wipe out every tear from every eye. We are determined to sce a clean
new breed of young children studying studiously in schools, and with a
modern mind in the universities with a sense of national purpose. We
are determined to see the common man come out of degradation. It is his
world and it has been denied to him for too long. In these miserable con-
ditions, can we leave our motherland in pain and anguish? We are answer-
able to God. What answers will be given on the Day of Judgement, il our
children weap in hunger, if our hood is denied

ploy , when the
mothers and sisters of the poor have never envisioned the ray of hope, when

they have no idea of what it means to have shelter and when they have not
broken bread either in the morning or al night, when the penniless have no
idea of what a warm blanket can mean in the winter, or what it means to
sleep on a bed with a pillow. How can we tolerate such a state ol affairs?
Now you should know that I am not against you, I am against the system.
Let us join hands, your powerful ones and my weak ones, to enter the
battle against the system. The piclure is now clear to you. The inevitable
uncertainty has ended. Take a great leap forward, you pioneers of
industry. Give shape to our future development in such a way that every
province and every people will prosper in such a way that the nameless
ones will tell you, God bless you. Is there any wealth greater than this
blessing?



Address to the nation announcing the Tripartite Accord
on March 6, 1972

Although T am against frequent appearances by Head of State on radio
and television networks, nevertheless, it falls within my Tesponsibility
to inform the nation about important developments. It so happens that
a number of such developments have taken place in the past few days,
necessitating my troubling you again tonight. I hope you will bear with
me.

In order to overcome the political tensions generated by the misdeeds
of the past decade or more, you know that among other initiatives, on the
fourth of this month we opened negotiations with the National Awami
Party and the Jamiat-ul-Ulma-e-Islam, the majority parties in the North
West Frontier Province and in the Province of Baluchistan, with a view
1o reaching a settlement. These negotiations have been walched with con-
cern by the nation. It is lor this reason that I must inform you of the
settlement that has been reached today.

The terms of the settlement are clear, without ambiguity, and do not
require any interpretalion or elaboration. The terms, spelling out the
positions of both sides and the final accord, are:

1. (a) The Pakistan Pcople’s Party (PPP) proposed that a short session
of the National Assembly should be convened on April 21, 1972, for a period
not exceeding three days.

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that the National Assembly session be con-
vened on March 23, 1972,

(e) It was settled that the summons to the members should be issued
on March 23, 1972, and the National Assembly session should be con-
vened on April 14, 1972, for a period not exceeding three days during



125
which lime the matlers specified al paras 2, 3 and 4 below will be voted
upon.

2. (a) The PPP proposed that the National Assembly should meel
for the purpose of f“dOl’Slng an interim Constilution on the basis of the
G'ovemmenl of _Indna Acl, 1935, read with the Independence Act, 1947,
with conS:quenl!al amendments, or on the basis of the 1962 Constitution
with consequential amendments.

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that the interim Constitution should be
passed on the basis of the Government of India Act, 1935, read with the
Independence Act, 1947, with consequential amendments.

(¢) It was seltled that an ioterim Constitution would be prepared on
the basis of the 1935 Act, read with Independence Act, 1947, with conse-
quential amendments, and that there should be a debate not exceeding three
days at which only party leaders or their nominees would speak. The
parties [or this purpose would be: Pakistan People’s Party, Pakistan Muslim
League (Qayyum Group), Jamiat-ul-Ulma-e-Islam, National Awami Party,
Jamiat-ul-Ulma-e-Pakistan, Pakistan Muslim League (Council), Jamaat-e-
Islami, Pakistan Muslim League (Convention), one representative (rom the
independent MNAs of Tribal areas, and one representative of the
remaining independent MNAs.

3. (@) The PPP secondly proposed that the National Assembly on
being convened on April 21, 1972, pass a vote of confidence in the
Government and approve and confirm the continuation of Martial Law
till August 14, 1972.

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that Martial Law should be continued tll
June 7, 1972

(¢) T was settled Lhat there would be a vole of confidence in the Govern-
ment and approval of continuation of Martial Law till August 14, 1972

4. (a) The PPP thirdly proposed that the National Assembly on
being convened for the short session should appoint 2 Committee of the
House to draft a Constitution to be presented on August 1, 1972.

(6) The NAP/JUI proposed that the draft Constitution should be pre-
sented by July 1, 1972, and that the National Assembly should be
reconvened on July 7, 1972

(¢) It was settled that the report of the Commitiee on the Conslitution
should be submitted by August I, 1972, and that the National Assembly
be reconvened on August 14, 1972

5. (g) The PPP proposcd that when the National Assembly was re-
convened on August 14, 1972, it should act only as a constitution-making



126

body Lo ensure the early framing of the Constitution.

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that when the National Assembly meets on
August 14, 1972, it should also act as 2 legislative body alier August 14,
1972

(¢) It was sctiled that after August 14, 1972, the National Assembly
should act both as a constitution-making body and as a legislative body
till the permanent Constitution comes into force. Tt was reiterated that
the powers of the President in pursuance of the Declaration of Emergency
will continue till the Emergency is lifted.

6. (a) The PPP proposed that the Provincial Assemblies should be
convened after the passing of the interim Constitution, f.e., on May 1,
1972

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that the Provincial Assemblies should be
convened on April 10, 1972.

(¢) Tt was settled that the Provincial Assemblies would be convened on
April 21, 1972,

7. Tt was accepted that the Government, both at the Cenlre and in
the Provinces, would be formed on the basis of parliamentary majority.

8. It was accepted that till the new Constitution comes into [orce, a
person elected as a Member of more than one Assembly would be permitted
to retain his seat in both the Houses till the Constitution is finally passed.
Similarly, the President, the Vice-President, Governors, Ministers and
Advisers, both at the Centre and in the Provinces, will retain their seats in
respective Assemblies.

S. (a) The PPP proposed that the present Governors should continue
till the new Constilution is passed, but alter the interim Constitution is
passed they would cease to be Martial Law Administrators.

(b) The NAP/JUI proposed that after the Provincial Assemblies are
convened, the Governors may be appointed in consultation with the Chief
Minister. Meantime from today till the convening of the Provincial Assem-
blies, the Governments in NWFP and Baluchistan should be given to the
NAP/JUL

(e) It was settled that until the permanent Constitution is (ramed by
the National Assembly, the Central Government should continue to have
the right, as in the past. to appoint Governors in the provinces but by
way of compromise the Ceniral Government would, during the interim
period, also appoint the Governors in consultation with the majority in
the two aloresaid provinces.

10. It was accepted that in the North-West Frontier Province and the



127

PI:OVinCE o.f Baluchistan, the majority parties are NAP and JUI and they
will be entitled to form the Governments in these two provinces.

11. The PPP proposed that the date for Local Bodies elections should
be fixed as early as possible afler the Provincial Assemblies are convened
and that the elections in all the provinces should be on the same date.
This was agreed 10 and the elections would be held on an agreed date
soon after the convening of the Provincial Assemblies.

12, The President would announce loday (March 6, 1972) that Martial
Law would be lifted on August 14, 1972.

T am happy to state that in our discussions, when I explained to these
leaders some of the imperatives for the retention of Martial Law, they
appreciated our genuine difficulties and agreed that Martial Law should
continue till August 14, 1972. I want categorically to inform the nation
that the curse of Martial Law which has haunted us for so long will be
buried for ever, Insha Allah, on August 14, 1972,

As a political being, I have always subscribed to the fundamental prin-
ciple that political problems need political solutions. I have strained to the
ultimate to ensure the success ol these negotiations. We have acted in
a spirit of adjustment which is the essence of democracy.

As the leader of the majority parly, both in the National Assembly and
in the two Provinces of Punjab and Sind, I have considered it my
duty to keep in touch with other political leaders as well.

We will continue to maintain a positive dialogue with all relevant
political forces, giving to each the importance and respect due to them.
The scttlement reached today demonstrales that we are not dogmatic
cither in attitude or in approach.

Since the word “alliance” has been used before, not without causing

y misund di 1 would like 1o make it clear that today
the majority parties of the four provinces have arrived at a pelitical settle-
ment of the crucial issues concerning the nation. The accord achieved at
this critical hour does not by itself forge an alliance. One good step taken
inthe mood to reach agreement might, however, lead to other steps and
with added momentum possibly to greater strides in the future. This will
depend on the spirit of co-operation shown by all sides in the framing of
the Constitution of Pakistan and other related matters of national purport.

In this moment of satisfaction, looking back nostalgically, let me recall
to you, citizens and [riends, that in October 1967, in Larkana, I wrote on the
subject “WHY A NEW PARTY 7", which document later became one
of our Foundation Papers on December 1, 1967. This is what [ wrote
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nearly four years ago:
“It may be asked why in the circumstances is it necessary to form g
new parly when the main objective is to unite the existing Oppasition
parties. A slightly deeper analysis would reveal that precisely for this
reason, a new party is necessary to cement the unity of all the exisling
opposition parties. It will form a bridge between the existing conflicting
interests and give a lead in reconciling the historical dichotomies.”

I envisaged that we would be the Golden Bridge. With this purpose, a

vigorous force was released in the form of a new revolutionary ﬁny

bomn wilh the destiny lo serve the people of Pakistan. Today we have

passed through the dark tunnel, and T see the Golden Bridge.



Address to the nation, announcing the New Education Policy
on March 15, 1972

Citizens.

Tonight, it is my privilege to address you on a subject which is
the quintessence of all civilized existence. This is the subject of education.

This is indeed a subject which concerns every individual in our country.
As parents. students and leachers, as professionals and workers, we all
have a deep and direct interest in it. A good deal of ’s outlook on
education is autobiographical. The role and the responsibility of the State
in this field of education is colossal. The Slate has 1o provide the structural
framework. the philosophy and the molivation. The State inspires its
spiril and content to national needs and international standards.

By its very nature, an educational policy cannot be final or static.
Constant reflection, experimentation and reform in the thought and prac-
lice of education is an important requirement.

In the past, whenever educational reforms were conceived, they were
treated as highly sacrosanct and were imposed with so much rigidity as
if they were the last writ of human wisdom. The result was not unexpected.
The fate of all previous educational reforms was sealed by their unwarranted
inflexibility. 1 have no i jon of pursuing such a counter-productive
course of action. On the contrary, | would like to assure you that the
policy which 1 am presenting to you tonight will remain under continuous
review and evaluation and shall go on developing further and further in
the light of experience gained in its implementation. What I am giving you
today is the barest minimum which, in our judgement, is long overdue in
the sector of education. Matters which can be of a debatable nature, such
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as the language policy, have been left for determination by the people’s
representatives in the Assemblies. )

Ever since we gained independence, education has remained the mog
neglected pursuit in the body-politic of our country. For a long time, the
obsolete idea of producing an educated class from amongst the privileged
few to constilute the elite in the country remained the corner-stone of
our educational system. This was a heritage of colonialism. It was further
nursed and nurtured by the dark forces of exploitation even after indepen-
dence. Even when the inevitable pressure of demands created by the
growth of population and economic development necessitated a broadening
of our educational system, the resources allocated to it were extremely
meagre. Throughout the Sixties, a disproportionately high percentage of
expenditure on education was incurred on bricks and mortar as compared
to that on teachers, equipment and books. It is for this reason that in
several cases we find ourselves landed with buildings without students,
laboratories without equipment, and class-rooms without teachers. The
cause (o this ludicurous misplanning was the ‘total apathy with which
the subject of Education was treated in the dispensation of power and
patronage.

In the altermath of some unsalutary traditions we have been called
upon to reshape the educational policy. We have (o clear the jungles.
We have to weed out the complexes sown by the past order. We have 1o
pull ourselves out of the sloth without losing the spirit of our religion
and the finer traditions of our culture. We have to look at the future in
the face by building national cohesion and social harmony. We have got
to change education from an elite privilege to an equal expectation. This
opportunity belongs to every citizen regardless of race, religion or sex,
regardless of origin or birth. On the one hand, we have to democratize
education and usher in an era of universal literacy as soon as possible;
on the other, we have to compete in the race of higher science and technology
in a world which is moving very fast towards material perfection. We
have to ensure that there is a massive shift from aimless general education
to a more ingful agro-technical education. It is essential that a boy
who drops out after Class VIII should carry with him enough skill to
relurn to his locale or ancestral vocation as a betier farmer or craftsman;
that a boy who leaves the school after Matric is ready to get absorbed in
our socio-economic framework as a good middle-class technician of
worker; and on this basis we should cater for all those who leave school
to eater social responsibility,. While expanding education, we must relate
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it, in its form and content, to the nature and scope of our economic
development. Education should not be an abstract endeavour. On the
contrary, it must be closely related to employment opportunities. More
students mean more teachers. More teachers mean more amenities to attract
them to this profession. A multiple of requirements are essential to induct
a process of education which may mobilize the entire nation to lead
Pakistan to a pristine place.

The new Education Policy is designed to meet this chall Given
the necessary understanding and co-operation, I am confident that this policy
will, Insha Aliah, fulfil the promise it holds.

Here are the salient features of the new Education Policy:

1. Education will be made universal and free upto Class X through-
out the country. However, due 1o limited resources, this will be achieved
in two phases. The first phase will begin from the st of Oclober, 1972,
when educalion will be made (ree upto Class VIIL In the second phase,
starting (rom st October, 1974, education will become free in Classes IX
and X. This will apply to all schools irrespective of whether they are run
by Government or private managements.

Depending on the response and reciprocity, it is anticipated that educa-
tion upto Class V will become universal for boys by 1979 and for girls
by 1984. Another three years will make education universal upto Class VIII.
Under the existing resources and conditions, we have stretched out to
the limit.

Whether education should be made compulsory and, if so, upto what
stage and in what manner, are questions of a serious nature. Compulsion
places a direct responsibility on parents to send their children to school
on pain of punishment. Simultaneously, it entails an immediate obligation
on the part of the Government to provide facilities for their schooling.
On account of Lhe far-reaching implications in the sacio-economic structure,
as constituted today, these issues need to be debaled and decided by the
Assemblies.

2. Privately-managed schools will be nationalized in a phased manner
within a period of lwo years commencing from lst October, 1972,

The scales of salary and service conditions of teachers in all privately-
managed schools will, however, be brought at par with those of Govern-
ment schools [rom the same dale.

3. Privately-managed colleges will be nationalised from the 1st of
September, 1972,
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4. Compensation will not be paid for privately-managed schools ang
colleges which are nationalized. Any alienation of the property of these
institutions or any attempl 1o close them down afler this announcement
will be an offence under Martial Law.

No appointments will be made in these inslitutions without Government’s
approval after this announcement and  the appointments made afier
December 20, 1971, will be reviewed.

5. Government may ciempl (rom nationalization any pl’iVn(ely-managgd
school or college which. to its satisfaction, is run on a genuinely bene-
volent, philanthropic and non-commercial basis.

6. In addition to privatcly-managed schools and colleges, there is also
another special class of exclusive institutions in our country. They are
generally called Public Schools and include such institutions as the Aitchi-
son College, Lahore. Most of them are wholly or substantially financed
by Government. They offer a superior standard of cducation but are in-
accessible (o the poorer section of students, however intelligenl. No doubt
these institutions have played their part well in the social order which
had created them. Bul now their days are over. Today, il is unthinkable
to permit an instilution where access to knowledge and culture should
depend on any consideration other than merit. We have, therelore, decided
Lo nationalize all Public Schools [alling within this category [fom a date
1o be worked out individually with cach one of them.

In future, these schools will be open to gifted children from all over
the country, without any reference to their financial status or social back-
ground. Students selected on merit alone will be provided entirely f{ree
education in such renowned instilutions. Each school will admit gifled
students (rom all regions of the country, and, thus. these institutions
which in the past divided society on the basis of wealth will now unite
the nation on the basis of the mind.

7. The existing number of Boards of Intermediate and Secondary Educa-
tion is loo small for the number of candidates for which they have to
conduct inati In order 10 imp their working and also to pro-
vide more convenience to candidates coming from far-flung arcas, five
new Boards will be established at Saidu, Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Bahawal-
pur and Khairpur.

8. New universities will be opened al Saidu, Multan and Sukkur.
The Agricultural College at Tandojam, the N.E.D. Engineering College,
K{lrachi.nnd the Sind University Engineering College, Jamshoro, will be
raised (o the university status. A faculty of architecture will be added
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to the N.E.D. Engineering College on its conversion into an Engincering
University.  The Provincial Government of NWFP may, if it deems
necessary, raise the status of the Peshawar University Engincering College
to that of an Engineering University. Jamia Islamia, Bahawalpur, will be
broadened by the addition of new faculties of science and arts and con-
verted into a university. A constituent Medical College will be added to
the University of Baluchistan and faculties of Science and Rural Home
Fconomics will be added to the Agricultural University, Lyallpur. The
number of universities would, thus, be doubled by 1980.

Undergraduate faculties will be added to the University of Islamabad.
A collaborative programme will be developed between the PINSTECH
and the University of Islamabad so as to fully utilize the physical lacilities
of PINSTECH for students of Islamabad University. It will also provide
an opporlunity to the scientists working at the PINSTECH to give some
time for teaching and guidance ol post-graduate students.

9. The ill-famed University Ordinance which has caused so much avoid~
able unrest amongst the students and teachers will be replaced by an

lightened and progressive legislation which will d ize the work-
ing of the universities and ensure full participation of the rep i
ol teachers, students and parents in their alTairs.

10. A Universitics Grants C isSi will be blished to co-

ordinate the programmes of the existing as well as the new universities so
as to avoid unnecessary duplication and waste. The Commission will
also determine the disciplines for which each university will develop
centres of specialization and excellence. Such centres will include dis-
ciplines like (i) soil science. fertilizers, salinity, waterlogging. irrigation
and drainage, (i) physical chemisiry, analylical chemistry and macro-

I hemistry, (iii) th ical physics and solid state physics,
(iv) pure and applied mathematics, (v) fisheries and marine biology.
(vi) tropical architecture and construction materials, (vii) chemical engineer-
ing. petro-chemicals. synthetic fibres. oil and gas development and other
disciplines.

11. Education does not end with the passing of a school or university
examination. Facilities will be created for this life-long process through
a network of training, retraining and adult litcracy centres all over the
counlry. These centres will be established in schools. factories, farms, union
councils and other community places and ceatres. In view of the fact thal
there are over 40 million illiterate aduits in the country, the number of
such centres lo be established upto 1980 will be about ten thousand.
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The gigantic magnitude of the problem of adult literacy and continuing
life-long education process will, in fact, necessitate the launching of an
equally gigantic public motivational campaign.

A People’s Open University will also be established to supplement
these efforts by providing educational facilities through correspondence
courses, tutorials, (elevision, films, radio broadcasts and other media of
mass communication.

12. A National F dation for Book Production will be blished
to p the writing, translating, printing and publishing of textbooks
and other reading materials for students and the general public.

13. Fifty thousand People’s Public Libraries will be established in
villages and city wards.

14. A National Sports Trust will be created for the promotion of sports.

15. A National Service Corps will be established in which all youth
between the age of 17 and 23 will be encouraged to serve Tor a total period
of one year after passing the Intermediate Examination. This will also
constitute the base for the formation of an Adult Literacy Corps and
suitable incentives will be provided to parlicip init.

16. In addition, a number of other measures are also being taken to
promote the wellare of the student community. They include a four-fold

increase in the all for scholarships, the blish of banking
Tacilities for the grant of interest-free loans to deserving students, establish-
ment of Book Banks, ial enh of transport [acilities at
low cost, and arrangements [or special ed ion for the handicapped.

17. Similarly, a number of steps are being taken to improve the status
and amenities of teachers. One of the most exploited classes in our
society has been he leachers serving in privately-managed schools and
colleges. As Ihave stated, they will soon get oul of their misery and
will be able to enjoy the same status in terms of salaries and service con-
ditions as those of their counterparts in Government institutions. One of
the genuine and long di ints of the hi ity has
been the ilability of residenti dation to them on reason-
able rent. We are planning to undertake the construction of rent-free
houses (or teachers on quite a large scale in the [uture. This should go a
long way in mitigating their present sufferings.

18. These are a few of the highlights of the comprehensive educational
plan we are launching. It will be explained to you in greater detail by
the Minister for Education tomorrow. An operation of this gigantic
magnitude can hardly be conducled through normal administrative
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machlnery In order 1o help the Central and Provincial Governments in

thel' and evaluation of their educational policies, we have
decided to constitute broad-based education councils at the national,
p! I, district and institution levels. They will comprise of a cross-

section ol people representing various walks of life including students,
teachers and parents. Lel us hope they will gradually develop into a posi-
tive brains-trust in our nation-building endeavours.

19.  Of course, a new educational of this di ion cannot
be executed without additional ﬁnance In the very first year of this pro-
gramme, the expenditure on education will almost be doubled. In future
years, overall increase will be about 15 per cent per annum. Besides normal
budgetary provision, this enormous expenditure will be met by a scheme
under which payment may be made in kind wherever feasible. I am sure no-
body would grudge education receiving its long overdue share of nalional
resources at this critical stage of our socio-economic development. We,
on our part, will make every possible effort to mobilize the resources
required. On the part of sludents, teachers and parents, I ask for ao return
cxcepl an that the large i which a pation as poor as
ours is making in their (uture must be treated as a debt of honour 10 the
nation. Let tomorrow be enabled to enjoy the fruits of the labour, suffer-
ings and sacrifices ol today.

From lhe students, the pation expects discipline and hard work.
From the teachers, the nation expects devotion and dedication to their
honoured profession. From the parents, the nmation expects their co-
operation and a full share of responsibility 1o join hands with the
Government and the people to make our educational plans a common

d and a success. Ed ion is by no means confined
to the four walls of schools and universities alone. A large and, indeed,
effective part of it begins and ends at home. It is here, at home, that the
parents can play a decisive part in the advancement of the cause of
education. We are taking important steps to ensure that religious edu-
cation, which is compulsory upto Class X, does not merely remain an
isolated subject in our schools. We want to go much further and weave
the values and the spirit of our Faith into the entire warp and wool of our
educational fabric. It is in this respect that the parents and home environ-
menls can play an eflective part. We have the visions of an educaled
Pakistan. We arc inspired by the thought of an enlightened manhood in the
defence of the Motherland. Education holds the key to their door of




136

progress. Education will make the desert bloom. Let us all join hands
in the battle for knowledge, in the quest for success of Pakistan.
Pakistan Paindabad.



Translation of the speech delivered at a public meeting at
Lahore on March 19, 1972

I have a special purpose in speaking 1o you today. I am addressing the
people of Lahore after a long time. [ made a speech at Mochi Gate on
March 8, 1970. T spoke for three hours and you heard me patiently. [
must take important decisions. I want your consent. Never have I acted
or made decisions without consulting you. I have come to seek your
advice. We must progress and advance. We have passed through a critical
period. We have to overcome our problems. The world is keenly watch-
ing us. The Ambassadors of other countries are here. Let them witness
that we are an orderly and disciplined people. Recently the Prime Minister
ol a foreign country spoke and was listened to in silence by the citizens
of Dacca. You must also listen to your President quietly. IT a few of you
cannot hear me for some reason, please restrain yourselves and allow
me to proceed with the speech. Please sit quietly and hear me, and prove
to the world that you are a disciplined nation. Lahore is my cily. Lahore
has given me honour. Lahore has supported me. 1 am proud of you.
When I make an important announcement, I come to you. I cannot forget
you. With your support I have triumphed.

1 have come here to seek your consent. I promised to maintain my
contact with you. My bond with you must remain. It cannot be broken.
I belong to the people and love them. They have created me. As fish
cannot live out of water, I cannot do without my people. None can break
my bond with the people.

Brave citizens of Lahore, I have deep affection for you as you have
love for me. I cannot forget what the people of Lahore have done for me
and the sacrifices they have made for my sake. In my struggle for democracy,
in my fight against tyranny and oppression, they have stood by me.
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Whether 1 remain President or not, I shall always be close to you,
We shall remain together as allies and friends.

I have spoken to you at Mochi Gate. This time 1 wished to address you
there, but my friends advised me that Mochi Darwaza would not be able
to accommodate all of you. This afternoon we have important guests
with us. There are members of Assembly. There are Ambassadors among
us.

One year ago, I spoke to you at Minto Park, at the Pakistan Memorial,
I had said that Pakistan would remain one. I had predicted that there
would be a great upheaval in Pakistan if the talks and negotiations were
not allowed to go on. We had asked for time lo sort out our matters and
to think over the six points. We wished to negotiate and come to some
understanding. You will recall that I had two proposals. The first was
that we should be given time o talk things and negotiate a political settle-
ment. The second point I made was that the period for framing the Cons-
titution should be extended. One hundred and twenly days did not give
us enough time. We asked for a little more time. It was not given. We
were not consulted. The Assembly was postponed.

We have been accused and held responsible for boy ing the A bly.
This charge is baseless. If a constitulion could not be made in 25 years,
it was not possible lo frame it in 120 days. Later, when (he ship of state
began to sink, power was handed over 1o people’s representatives. Why
was not democracy ushered in after the elections in December? Why was
power nol entrusted to the people’s representatives then? But, then I was
accused of being power-hungry. I did not seek power. It is God's truth
that I did not seek power. But I could foresee disaster ahead of us. Yahya's
coteric had no vision. They were politically blind. 1 knew they could
not face the situalion. They did not represent the people. They were
bound to fail. As for power, all political parties aspire for it. I wanted
power (rom the people and for the people, power [or the worker and the
peasant and the students and intellectuals. The people of Pakistan are
not weaklings. They are a brave people. Pakistan has a brave army. India
must know that Pakistan has not been defeated. Army has not been
defeated. It is only a system that has been defeated. A selfish, corrupt and
dishonest coterie has been defcated, That coterie clung to power. The
world saw what they were doing. They witnessed their cruelty. And when
all seemed lost they turned to me. I had hardly arrived in New York
when they started fashing distress signals saying: “come back, come back,
and take over. Accept responsibility.”
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On September 11, 1971, at the Quaid’s mazar, | had asked “when shall
the eternal night disappear. When will the sun rise?" If transfer of power
was delayed, the country would be destroyed. It would not be the state of
the Quaid’s conception.

On October 14, 1971, I said, “we do not want war.” Yahya Khan
wanted to know why I had said so. I said that war could only be fought
when people were ready for it. We were ready for war in 1962, we were
ready again in 1965. But now the army was weakened, because democracy
had been weakened. The people were flogged. Political institutions were
destroyed. I had warned Yahya against war. I said Pakistan was not
prepared. Then Yahya said that no one could run Pakistan. Pakistan was
destroyed. It was finished. Foreign exchange was exhausted. There was
no money. The Indian army was on our borders. We had no supplies. Our
soldiers were badly equipped and badly clad. Then I declared, “we will
run Pakistan, we will save it.”

1 said the ship of state musl be saved. No personal consideration or price
was too heavy il Pakistan was to live. So, we jumped into the burning
ship to save it.

In three months we have managed to salvage it. By the grace of Aliah
the ship of state has now touched the shore. It is with the people’s strength
that we have saved it. It is with your assistance that we have saved it.
We did not lose heart. What we have done in three months is unparalleled.
In the last three months, we have i duced radical and signifi reforms.
We aim to do slill more. This is not the end. Give me some time. Nothing
can happen overnight. It will take time. 1t is not like switching on a light or
taking an aspro for a quick cure. This cure will take some time. “‘Gheraos™
and “Jalaos™ are not the answers. I appeal to the peasants to wait and
walch and see. Five thousand years of exploitation cannot be died
in a day. No possession is dearer to me than Pakistan. I have given up
lands but this is a small sacrifice for the state and the people. For us
Muslims the final reward will be on the Day of Judgement. We have adop-
ted the right course and now we must proceed on the straight path. And
this I pledge before the people of Lahore. I assure you, more will be done.
You must toil and work hard. This is the people’s era. This is the age of
the workers and the students. This is the era of justice. The imperialist
and capitalist chapter is closed. 1 ask you, who waged the people’s struggle?
We wish to put an end to Martial Law. 1 always opposed Martial Law.
1 have often explained why it could not be abolished as quickly as I had
wished. T discussed this with my [riends for three days and in the end
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the people won and we came to an agreement. It has been good and
beneficial for the country. T will always fight to defend the rights of the
people. For this, I am prepared (o sacrifice my flesh and blood. 1 will
change the face of the country. In a year's time, Insha Allah, 1 shall be able
to feed and clothe my people.

People say that 2,000 Government servants have been retired. But they
were sucking the people’s blood. They were parasites. There was a clamour
for a purge. Bul when it took place, there have been complaints. We
are in the midst of a revolution. There have been radical reforms. We
want Lo finish corrupt and dishonest officials. We shall deal sternly with
corrupt officials. We must root out corruplion. There have been reforms
in the field of education, law, labour and agriculture. The pay and work-
ing conditions of police have improved.

The prices of certain commodities have gone up. There has been smug-
gling of sugar and atfa. We will put an end to all this. Poor people will
get justice. We shall succeed with your help and support. We shall build
a new Pakistan. We shall build Pakistan as Quaid-i-Azam had
conceived it.

India has always regarded Pakistan as her enemy. They have denied
freedom to the people of Kashmir. Why does not Mrs. Indira Gandhi
release our POWSs. Mrs. Indira Gandhi professes to be our friend.
Why does she not prove her friendship? Why does she not release our
soldiers and civilians?

Mirs. Indira Gandhi should free our POWs. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has
asked Indira Gandhi 1o intervene on his behalf for the release of Bengalis in
West Pakistan. Why should not Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ask us direct?
Mujibur Rahman is our brother. Mujib should talk to us. We are Muslims.
We have lived in the same subcontinent. Not one Bengali in West Pakistan
has lost his life. The Biharis in Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's Bengal are being
massacred. Sheikh Mujib claims to have full control in East Pakistan. The
world acknowledges Mujibur Rahman as the leader of East Pakistan. Il
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the true leader of Easl Pakistan, why are the
non-Bengalis being murdered? Are Biharis worse than the Marwaris ol
West Bengal who are exploiting East Pakistan? Sheikh Mujib must not
avenge himself againsi the Biharis. If the massacre of Biharis is not
stopped, T will not guarantee the lives of Bengalis in Pakistan. I say
toMrs. Indira Gandhi that we want peace. We have fought three wars on
Kashmir. We cannot forget the Kashmir dispute. Even i we forget the
Kashmir dispute, the people of Kashmir will not forget it. Mrs. Indira
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Gandhi should talk to us. We wish o have peace in the subcontinent.
Mrs. Indira Gandhi boasts that one province of India is larger than
Pakistan. Let Pakistan live in peace. Let us both build up our countries.
We wanl lo live in peace and in honour.

We seck a life of peace and justice. We wish good relations with Russia.
Russia is our neighbour. It is a big country. We shall co-operate if they
do not interfere in our internal affairs.

China is our friend. China has stood by us. Our relations with China are
not based on hypocrisy.

America was suspicious of our friendship with China. It does nol mean
we are not [riendly to the Unilted States. Now there is friendship between
China and (he United States. Our friendship and bond with China will
stay and grow stronger. Our friendship with China is not directed against
Russia. If [ndia wishes to improve her relations with us, we are willing too.
T wanl to assure China that there will be no conspiracy against her.

We shall never give up our friendship with China. We wish good rela-
tions wilh Russia and good relations with America. We wish good relations
with all other countries, bul | want your approval.

As for great Britain, their Foreign Minister will be here this cvening.
He will be well received and welcomed. Let Britain not [eel that we are not
true friends because we have quit the Commonwealth. We shall be
friendly with them bul we will not go back to the Commenwealth.

We respect France and Germany. Bul they recognised “Bangla Desh™
in a hurry. “‘Bangla Desh'” was created by Indian guns, by Indian aggression.

Mujib and Bhashani used to say **Assalam-o-Alaikum” to our people.
But the time may come when we may also say ‘“‘Waalaikum Assalam.”
The time has not come as yet to say “Waalaikum Assalam.” We shall
have lalks with East Pakistan. Many powers of the Middle East have
supported us. Egypt and Jordan have supported us. Algeria has supported
us. I salule Egypt, Syria, Algeria, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Iraq,
Jordan, Abu Dhabi and Morocco. Qur greatest tribute is to Libya. Our
biggest Salams are for Libya. I name this sladium after Col. Kadhafi.
Henceforth, it will be known as the Kadhafi stadium.

Mao Tse-Tung said that sometimes the wind comes from the West, some-
times from the East. In Pakistan the wind blows from all sides. This is the
wind of freedom. It comes from all directions. This wind of I'reedom_will
destroy the enemies of Pakistan. A strong Pakistan will emerge. A new
Pakistan will come into existence. 1 may have to face death. I shall not
forget the words of Tipu Sultan i.e., one day of a lion’s existence is worth
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a hundred years ol a jackal's. Our nation has not been defeated. This nation
will prosper. This nation will progress. This will be a great nation. We
shall prove our mettle. Will you work hard? Will you fight? Wil you
die? Do I have your vow on it?



Press conference at Rawalpindi on March 25, 1972

I cannot teil you how much we would try. how hard we ried. to mend
our fences with India. We have been aclive on the diplomatic field; our
diplomatic communications have been working at full speed.

I have toured a number of countries. Recently. | have been (o the Soviet
Union and we have held long discussions on our relations with India
and about the general situation in the subcontinent. | have not though!
it appropriate to bring some of these matters out in the public, Lo hoid
a public meeling on the various issues because | don't want to lurther
complicate the problems. Emotions are high. extremely high. and on
occasions some of our people have misundersiood as to why we were
not laking the public into confidence. Of course, we would take the public
into confidence. At every step we will take the people into confidence. but
we have been working for the people’s interest and for that reason at this
given point of time we thoughl it better 10 approach the matier at diplo-
matic level and not lake things out Lo the streels and bazars and then say
something and aflter that the Indians say something else and then
Mr. Mujibur Rahman might say something. This complicales the issues.

Sometimes when 1 travelled to Lahore and other places, the delega-
tions of prisoners ol war’s wives have met me. They feel impatient. They
think that we have not been doing enough and they show their concern.
Naturally. they are concerned. We have also the question of minorities
in East Pakistan. We have their relations in our country; we have ethnic
affinities like the Biharis from East Pakistan here in Wesl Pakistan. And
the day before I left Karachi for the Soviet Union, they came and demons-
trated. 1 understand their feelings. The demonstrations were not arranged
by us. Some time Government arranges such demonstrations. We did
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not arrange such demonstrations. We would not like such demonstrationg
specially on the eve of my visit to the Soviet Union. It does not slrengxhe,.;
our hands o have such demonstrations and does not make sense. By
then spontaneously people do feel affected. They get news. Views come
home. They get news from the foreign press. They get news here from the
Radio. And they were lense, they were exciled. they were agitated ang
understandably so. [ did not have the answer and told (hem quite
bluntly that Biharis in East Pakistan are not in my control. They are not
in my jurisdiction. They are in the jurisdiction of Mr. Mujibur Rahman,

Mr. Mujibur Rahman wants a secular, democratic state. He wants a
secular, democralic state to the extent that the people who left 25 years
ago are poing back to East Pakistan and also businessmen and traders.
If you wanl a secular, democratic state, certainly il is a duty to protect the
lives and properties of people who have lived in East Pakistan, who have
made East Pakistan their home. Twenty-five years have passed. People
have grown up there. They are 25 years old now. Some of them who were
born at the time of Partition, they know no other country, they know no
other place butEast Pakislan. For people who have come up in this genera-
tion, that is their home, that is their motherland. They do not know any
other place. They do not know even West Pakistan. Some of them have
never left their villages and they have grown up there and they have con
tributed (o the development of East Pakistan, lo the economy of East
Pakistan. Now they have been singled out and they are being (old thal they
collaborated with the Pakistan Army as if it were a crime to collaborate
with the Pakistan Army. How is it a crime to collaborate with the Pakistan
Army. As citizens of Pakistan, they had to assist one another. The point
is that not only have they been accused of collaborating with the Pakistan
Army but now Mr. Mujibur Rahman has made a demand 1o lry 1,500
personnel of the Pakistan Army as war criminals.

In the first place, as prisoners of war, they are now in the cuslody of l|t'°
Indian Governmenl. They are in India, they have been laken to India
and it is the responsibilily of the Government of India to maintain them
and 10 look after them according Lo the Geneva Conventions. [t is lhc_fﬁ‘
ponsibility of the Government of India and 1 am alraid that Pﬂk""f‘"
cannot accept the position that the prisoners of war are under the .!°""
custody of Mr. Mujibur Rahman and the Indian Government. Neitber
the Pa.kislan Government can accept this position nor can the VYD":
j\“bscnbc 1o such a fiction that the Eastern Command of the Pakl:‘n

tmy surrendered (o the joint command of Mukti Bahini and the [ndi®
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An:ny. That is an eye wash; that simply would not sell; that is a proposition
which is so elementary that 1 think it cannot be accepted; simply not

ble to us; it is And East Pakistan was dismembered
from Pakistan not by the activities of these people but by the invasion of
India. And the prisoners of war are a responsibility of the Government
of India.

Now the Government of India takes up the stand that the Prisoners
of War are the joint responsibility of Mr. Mujibur Rahman's administra-
tion and the Government of India. I am afraid we cannot take that posi-
tion; we cannot accept that position. That is exclusively the responsibility
of the Government of India. They have laid down their arms (o the Indian
forces. Dacca fell to the Indian invasion and not to the Mukti Bahipi.
So, we did not accept this position. We cannot accept the position. So,
if the Indian Government accedes to Mr. Mujibur Rahman’s request to
have the prisoners of war, whatever their number, it is a matter of prin-
ciple and not a queslion of numbers, and sends, them to East Pakistan for
a so-called war criminal trial, I am afraid we would be reaching the point
of no return. As such the trial is not going to assist the promotion of peace
in the subconlinent. Positively, it is going to vitiate the climate and make
our difficult tasks all the more difficult, il not impossible. And in this
situation please ponder a while; there is no parallel between the Nuremberg
trial, so to speak, and this situation.

The Pakistan Army was discharging its primary responsibility, that
is 10 say, to defend the unity of Pakistan. Some excesses might have been
commitled. We don't condone those excesses. I think oo the 9th January,
if 1 am not mistaken, in Peshawar, I said that if Mr. Mujibur Rahman
feels that certain people and certain individuals have committed excesses,
he could give us their names. We would make the necessary investigation
and we are quite prepared to take them 1o task, quite prepared to court
martial them, quite prepared to punish them under our Jjurisdiction. But
1o say that the Pakistan Army, the Armed Forces of Pakistan are war
criminals is a calumny. It violates all the norms of international law and
municipal law. Pakistan Armed Forces were defending the unity and
integrity of the State of Pakistan which came into being as a ns.ult of
the struggle of both the people of East and West Pakistan and it was
Mr. Mujibur Rahman who was being tried for secession. 1 cannot u.mplly
accept the position. The Government of Pakistan cannot simply accept it

that anyone in the Pakistan Army was a war criminal.
When you were defending your own h Jand, you cannot by amy
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streich of imagination draw a parallel between the Nazi invasion of El.ll'ope
and the defence of Pakistan by the soldiers of Pakistan. It was their territory,
it was their homeland, and they were defending their motherland. So, the
question, the analogy, simply does not hold good, and we all know a little
bit of international law and jurisprudence and we know that there is no
parallel. But apart from the fact that there is no parallel, eventheNuremberg
trials have not been exonerated by the whole world, by the jurists. There
are two points of view and that was a clear case of war and aggression
by the Nazi Germany against France, Holland, Belgium, Norway and
these are sovereign states, separate altogether. And so, there was a ques-
tion of trial. I am alraid that the line has to be drawn somewhere, I have
gone to the edge of the precipice for the sake of a settlement.

1 have unconditionally released Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I do not
keep on harping on that but it is an important consideration in the matter.
There was a vacuum, a complete vacuum in East Pakistan. There was a
vacuum of leadership. East Pakistan is already in chaos which we do
not like; it has been in such total chaos that the definition of chaos had
been defied by the situation in East Pakistan if Mr. Mujibur Rahman had
not been released. And after that we have made so many gestures and
tried to promote so many gestures of goodwill. We have said we are
prepared to consider the cases of people who have committed excesses.
We have offered to send back Bengalis to East Pakistan; we have offered
to send back the members of the Armed Forces; we have offered to send
back civilian administrators. We are taking every measure to protect the
lives and properties of our Bengali brethren in West Pakistan. We were
prepared to send 22,000 tons of American rice to East Pakistan which
was here. We were prepared to send 100,000 tons of our own indigenous
rice to East Pakistan as a gift and a grant.

We are the last in the world at this stage who can make gifts or granls—
gifts and grants of 11 million dollars. It is not easy to have made 1his
gesture and then on top of that to have no response from the other side,
no reciprocity. Now we feel that it is not the responsibility of Pakistan alone
to promote peace; it is not a one-sided affair. India must also respond.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman must also respond. Mrs. Gandhi said that she wanted
to have direct negotiations. We welcomed it. We want to have direct nego-
tiations; we want to bring peace 1o the subcontinent. I have said that
repeatedly. I said that in my speech in Lahore the other day that we want
to close the chapter of the past and begin a new chapter in our relations
and we would like to start negotiations on these problems created by the
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aﬂlermalh of war, created before the war, step by slep come to a settlement,
bring peace to our subcontinent. We have fought three wars but the real
war we have yet to fight, that is, we are to banish poverty, we are to fight
misery and exploitation after centuries to bring progress and happiness to
our people. And in this respect we were prepared to Pproceed forward in
a spirit of accommodation, reconciliation and open up new vislas for our
people. And we have told that to many [riends and we have told that to
our [riends in Asia. We have told that to our neighbours and told that
Lo the great powers,

And now again the Indian Prime Minister says that there should be a
meeting at the official level, although at one stage she said that the meei-
ing should be held at the level of the Heads of the Governments, I will
not be presumptuous to use the word ‘summit conference’ because India
is a great power, Pakistan is not a great power. So, I cannot use the word
‘summil conference’. So, I say the meeting of the Heads of the Govern-
ments level and we wanted to move fast, and our progress, our bold
experiments internally are also connected with the external situation.
So, we wanled to move very fasl, bring about external tranquillity and
peace. concentrate on our economic development, on our reforms to
make a real go of things. But not only there is a change of attitude on the
part of the Government of India, but also other things have happened.
Foreign Secretary has mentioned to you the incident at Ranchi, that
Pakistan Armed Forces, Pakistani prisoners of war were killed, injured.
Apart from Ranchi, only yesterday one person was shot dead. We don’t
know who it is. Everyone would think it is their own kith and kin and
so many homes are involved. People would not know who it is, there will
be wailing and there will be mourning in every home. And then the re-
ports which have not come in the Press about the maltreatment of prison-
ers of war in Ambala. The Red Cross officials have not been permitted
to go to these places. India promised to return our wounded and sick. We
have sent their wounded and sick on the dot according to the commitment.
We sent one batch bul aller that they refused to send the otbers. They
say now they have to consult the “Bangla Desh” Government. They never
toid that before and various other things have happened.

So, T don’t feel encouraged by these developments and I feel that time
has come when 1 have (o tell my people as to what is 1o be the future.
1 told you long ago that if the prisoners of war problem is to be used as
a lever to extract the last drop of Pakistan’s blood, I am afraid, I cannot
be a parly to that, because my whole struggle and my whole career is for
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the vindication of Pakistan’s position, to have its right place, place of
dignity and self-respect. T have great faith in Pakistan and I believe that
whatever is left of us, if that is going to be our final position, siilf v
have a positive role to play in the affairs of Asia. And I said the other
day not in the belicose mood that I want to make the Pakistan Armeq
Forces one of the finest fighting machine in the world and T believe we can
do it. [ know some foreign journalists and some foreign papers who have
laughed at jt—*It cannot be done,” “Pakistan has been reduced in Asia
But I believe we can do it not for any aggressive purpose but for our
defence, for the need and requirement ol our State.

Now the question of the 90,000 prisoners of war. India says il these
prisoners of war were sent back to Pakistan, it means accretion o the
strength of Pakistan Army. We are not short of manpower. We can have
four more divisions, ten divisions and twenty more divisions depending
upon our resources. This is not the reason either. Now there comes a
time; and I have inherited a terrible legacy, almost an impossible legacy;
I will try my best as much as a human being can try in the circumstances,
but there comes a poinl when one cannot go beyond it. As such, with all
the hopes and expectations, I had tried for a peaceful settlement.

The recent developments have not encouraged that hope and expecta-
tion. And there comes a time when you have to make a choice and T have
made my choice. Either we now proceed forward in an atmosphere of
cordiality, try to make adjustments, try to show the new generation that
the present generalion can succeed where all the previous generations
failed, try to show to the world that Pakistan and India are not going lo
be a problem child [or the international community and without any funda-
mental surrender or compromise because that is not acceptable. Thal
canoot happen. We can make adjustments within their point of view
and our point of view to come to a setilement to bring peace. And this
has been my effort on the day I took over on December20, and I have tried
day and night to pursue that effort. So, the question is either we have an
opportunity to proceed on that basis or else, 1 am afraid, the situation
will have to be re-examined with all its implications. But two things |
am not going to accept. One, the humifiation of the Pakistan Armed
Forces any more. I am simply not going to accept the Armed Forces of
Pakistan being made into guinea pigs and this is my decision and not
the decision of General Tikka Khan or General Umrao Khan or General
Khudadad Khan, and God knows how many Generals. This is my decision
as the President of Pakistan. Do not think that T am under any pressure
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from any side because this man does not come under pressure. It is repug-
nant to my sense of national sell-respect and I cannot any more tolerate
the humiliation and insult of Pakistan’s Armed Forces. I simply would
not take it any more. I told that to Mujibur Rahman and I told that to the
Indian Government that there is a limit to my patience. [ would not have
the Armed Forces of Pakistan humiliated and browbeaten in this manner.
[ will not allow that war trial to take place on the soil of Dacca. It is simply
inconceivable. Iwill not allow the Pakistan Army to be humiliated in this
way. It will be my humiliation and the humiliation of the people of Pakistan.
And I tell you also quite frankly and plainly that I am not going 1o allow
the prisoners of war issue to be made an issue for blackmail.

Il India thinks that she can keep these prisoners af war indefinitely, she
is sadly mistaken. [ know that they have been indoctrinated. I know that
they have been put in different categories—Pathans in one camp, Punjabis
in another camp, other ethnic communities in other camps, but India
cannot convert them into Hindus even if she tries for hundred years more.
They will return to Pakistan whenever they return as the sons of this
country and I want to make it clear to the people of Pakistan that they
either stand by me or I quit. I am not going 10 remain in office in dis-
grace and now they will have to accept this position with discipline. I want
no more demonstrations, no more women with tears because I am full of
tears mysell but these demonslrations and these tears have only given a
wrong impression to India and she is drawing the wrong conclusion.

If India was Lo keep them for twenty years and blackmail us, she can
keep them for twenty years. And if I am not acceptable I will step aside.
Nobody is indispensable in this country. I will step aside but I will not
accept such a position. So, let us come down to realities. Accept peace
with honour and stop the humiliation of my Armed Forces and my people
and stop the brutal killing of my people and our prisoners of war. If
our people in Pakistan can stomach that I tell them good-bye. Let them find
someone else to take up the responsibility. I am not going to be the Pre-
sident of Pakistan in disgrace. ] am not going 1o be the President of this
country and the leader of this country to be blackmailed and browbeaten
like this. The choice is quite clear. T have left office before also, which
was a lesser office, but this time it is an ultimate office. [ can leave
this office as well. Office is not important at all. What is important is what
goes down in history and that is more important. I( India wants to take
that atlitude, she will have to either deal with another civilian President or
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with the military regime.-And I am not going to be a party to the ignominy
of Pakistan. Tt is not possible. Absolutely impossible.

So, let us now re-evaluate the situation that India wants this to
happen and chaos will come in the wake. There will be many explosions,
There will be many thunders. So. this position must proceed ahead
and Mr. Mujibur Rahman aiso must take a very sensible attitude, And
it is necessary for him 1o lake a very sensible atlitude because Mr, Mujibur
Rahman knows that [ have not spoken at all on what discussions we had.
I don't want 1o talk at all. And I do not wanl lo talk on that at all be.
cause [ do not want to complicate his problems. I do not want 1o em.
barrass his position. I wish him well. I want him to succeed. But at one
stage in Calcutta he said that il any one thinks of East and Wesl Pakistan
ever reasserting the unity, they must be sent to the lunatic asylum. [ do
not answer that but I could have said quite a few things on that matter,
[ won't say that. [ won't take that attitude at all with Mr. Mujibur Rahman
and he knows it. I won’t embarrass him with all our differences,
He is dealing with 77 million people of our couniry and we want him
L0 succeed. But Mr. Mujibur Rahman should also know that if he persists
in that matter, I will be duty-bound also 1o say a lew things and 1 do not
think that will contribute to the solution of the problems and also | am
not talking in terms of threat. I am the last person 1o threaten him. I have
no weapons to threaten him with. But at the same time, the record will have
1o be put right i it comes 1o that. How can we permit the so-called war
criminals’ war trials; simply not possible. [ have suggested a
way out, that is, they can be taken lo account by us and if there is lo
be war trials and war crimes, which is absolutely unjustified, then I am
afraid we cannot move forward either with Mr. Mujibur Rahman or
with the Government of India. And I think you all understand our
position because how much can you be banded around; there is a limit to
being banded around. Unlortunately, India has never grasped the real
opportunity Lo come 1o peace. If Indian leadership had grasped lhe real
opportunity to come to peace, there would have been peace in the sub-
continent long ago, much earlier. Bul they always missed the opportunity
1o come o peace. perhaps they are going to miss this final one which
might have brought peace to the subcontinent. That is all. 1 do not have
anything more.



Address 10 members of medical profession at Rawalpindi
on March 26, 1972

Ladies and gentlemen of the medical profession.

I have announced some important reforms which we have carried out in
the recent past in our country. Today | am addressing you on the all-
important subject of health. We are enforcing a “Peopl¢’s Health Scheme,™
the focus being on health and health facilities for the common man. I
would like to emphasise that today's subject is a matter of paramount
importance to us all—physical fitness of the nation. of everybody, of the
peasants and the workers. of students and other citizens, of the poor,
resourceless men. women and children, whether in cities or in villages,
particularly those in the rural areas who have suffered chronic neglect so
far. I would like Lo say that the phenomenon of poor or bad health is not
merely a question of bodily infirmity which has social and humanitarian
implications. It also affects in a vital manner production and productivity
by either knocking a man out of work or enfeebling him due to which
both qualily and quantity of production suffer. | would say that all our
plans of economic growth and all measures for achieving the objectives
of such plans will remain doomed to failure unless the man behind the
plough and machine in the factory is in a reasonable state of physical
fitness. A satisfactory health plan for the nation is. therefore. of the
utmost importance not only for promoting general health bul as a part
of the strategy for economic development. I firmly believe that the expendi-
ture involved shall be a big and true “investment in man™ in this country.
We hope that the People’s Health Scheme will bring medical (reatment
within easy reach of every single man, both in lerms of distance and cost.

What is more, the philosophy of health facilities has been radically chang-
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ed. We have evolved the concept ol integrated approach to the problem
of health of 2 community. There will be no waiting for a disease to develop
and break out, affecting an individual or an area. The new patlern of pro-
vision of health [acilities shall begin where disease itsell begins. I will
tackle not only bacteria and viruses but all those lactors which end up
with disease, lack of health education, lack of environmemal sanitation,
impure water supply, inadequate and unhygienic system, to be more
frank, in many places, total lack of any system whatsoever, for disposal
of sewage and wastes, lack of attenlion to nutrition and balanced diet,
want of well-conceived school health programmes and other related
malters. In one word, all the preventive and curalive services shall radiate
from the same health units or centres, with the same stafl and officers
having responsibility for the total health situation in the areas of their
jurisdiction. This is the comprehensive, integrated approach. [n (uture, all
services connected with the health of a community, including programmes
for family planning, malaria eradication, smallpox and tuberculosis control
and the like, shall be provided by the same health units in an integrated
manner. This is in consonance with current world thinking on Lhe best
manner of providing these various services and has been repeatedly
emphasised for adoption by World Health Organisation.

Under this approach, a network of health units shall be established
all over the country at the rate of one each [or every Union Council area
in villages and Union Committee area in towns, not a single one of which
shall be without a health unit after the first four years of the Scheme, which
incidentally has been spread over a total period of seven years for complete
implementation. This will cover a population of about 10,000. These units,
to be called Basic Health Units, will not be of the type we have known so
far. Each one shall be headed by a graduate doctor, a lady health visitor
and other health technici In Baluchi where population is very
sparse, a more liberal scale is being adopted. There will be a Basic Health
Unit for every 5,000 of population. All manners of people in all areas
including remotest rural areas will, therefore, be covered in future by
r bly adeq arr for ensuring to the common man
health services, both preventive and curative.

Out of every five such units. the filth one in rural areas will not only
provide basic health facilities like other Basic Health Units but shall be
much larger, with more and better staffl and ten beds. It will actually b
a small rural hospital. The smaller towns also shall have such centres
which shall be called Town Health Centres.
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Th"“ two types of health units will serve as tiers in the chain of the
vanous. facilities. There will be two further tiers, namely, hospitals located
at tehsil/taluka headquarters and district headquarters. All the four tiers
shall form an interlinked system of hospitals, the higher ones acting as the
referral inslitutions. In the case of tehsil/taluka and district headquarters
hospilals, the existing ones shall be treated as nucleus for expanding
and improving them ding 10 the high dards prescribed under the
people’s health scheme. The change in these tiers which I have described
as “improvement” will virtually mean creating new types of institutions.
The tehsil level hospitals, for example, shall provide coverage in all major
specialities and the district headquarter hospitals shall provide cover in all
specialities of every type, including such fields as mental and psychiatric
diseases and occupational therapy. which hitherto have never been pro-
vided at district level.

Our plan in the health sector shall encompass all types of dispensaries
and hospitals whether belonging to Central or Provincial Governments
or to local bodies. Except for defence establishments and those inside
jails, all other medica! institutions shall come under the purview of the
plan for overhaul and improvement. However, private hospitals and
nursing homes, etc., shall be allowed to continue but standards shall be
prescribed for them. Provision will be made in law to require them to bring
their work upto these standards within specified time, failing which they
may be either wound up or taken over by Government.

It shall be left 1o provincial Governments to provincialise local body
hospitals if they find it necessary. It has. however, been provided that
services of doctors serving in local bodies shall be provincialised so that
they are transferable and made eligible for higher training and promotions
as part of provincial cadres.

One direct result of the plan is going to be that every qualified doctor,
pharmacist and para-medical staff shall be absorbed. In fact, to implement
the scheme, the requirement is for a much larger number than available
in the country. The other difficulty is common to all walks of our national
life, namely, resources to finance projects. To overcome shortage of doctors
and other staff, we are providing for expansion of the facilities in medical
institutions. A new medical college for Baluchistan has also been provided.
The expansion will comfortably cover total requirements. In this con-
nection, some important measures are being taken lo increase numbers and
evaluate the quality of all types of staff. The curricula of medical educa-
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tion shall be rationalised and reoriented to national needs with greater
emphasis on preventive and community health.

In order lo ensure continuous evaluation of a student’s academic per-
formance, the system of teaching and ination shall be adopted.
A final comprehensive examination before graduation has, however, been
retained.

We are thinking of reducing the total period of education and training
of graduate doctors by one year, without lowering the standard of educa-
tion in the field of medicine.

Governing boards consisting of non-official and official members shall
be constituted to administer medical colleges and higher medical teaching
institutions and a greater measure of autonomy in administrative and
financial matters shall be given 1o them.

Admissions to all medical colleges shall be on merit. The training
curricula of para-medical slafl have also been rationalised and the arrange-
ments for their training shall be decentralised to district and tehsil hospitals.

The second prong of altack on availability of doctors we have adopted
is improvement of the pays of doctors. Special incentives have been provided
in the form of increased pay and [ree residential accommodation for
service in rural areas which are notorious for their unattractiveness for
doctors. Service in rural areas shall in luture also get special weightage
for higher training and promotions.

A number of incentives are also being provided to low-paid staff in medical
institutions. Firstly, residential accommodation shall be provided by
Government to 100 per cent of such stafl. Secondly, medical facilities not
given 1o their lamilies al present shall be extended to the families as well.
All contingent and work-charged stafl in hospitals shall be made
permanent lorthwilh if their posts are of a continuing nature.

The cost of treatment is highly inflated in this country due largely to
the high prices of medicines. We intend to deal most effectively with this
element. A multi-pronged attack shall be mounted on the problem. Firstly,
the present bewildering varieties of drugs running into thousands have been
reduced to about 250 single ingredient drugs and a national formularyis
being prepared on the basis of their compounds whose total number will
not be more than a few hundred. The list of single ingredients and the
formulary for compounds shall not be final. Arrangements are being pres-
cribed for a Standing Committee of Experts to keep them under constant
review in accordance with advancing knowledge about ingredients and
their quantification.
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To ma_ke the concept of national formulary a success, drug testing
laboratories shall be set up in provinces and the Central Drug Testing
Laboratory shall be strengthened to work as a proper appellate institution.

In fulure, we betieve that the manufacture and sale shall take place only
under_ gn‘tneric names and the present proprielary and brand names should
g0. eliminating thereby enormous profits al which brand names are sold.

Import of only such finished drugs and medicines and raw materials
shall be allowed as are not available locally and shall be through the Trading
Corporation of Pakistan.

To bring the cost of treatment down still further. the Scheme lays down
that Government shall take all necessary steps over a period of time to
secure the manufacture of all types of medical instruments, equipment
and consumable stores. such as X-Ray films, within the country.

One matter which has come under repeated and wide-spread criticism
is the evil of reimbursement 1o Government servants for purchase of medi-
cines prescribed for them. We have decided 10 cut out the very sources of
the malpractices resulting from this by abolishing the institution of reim-
bursement itself. In future, medicines necessary for the restoration of health
of a Government servant shall be given 1o him from the hospitals themselves;
there will be no private purchases by them and, therefore, no question
of reimbursemenl. Another matter which has been the subject of severe criti-
cism is the abuse of permission of privale practice given to some, and non-
practising allowances given to others. We are going to abolish private
practice by Governmenl doctors altogether. Instead, every graduate doctor
from the time of entry into service shall be given an adequate non-practis-
ing allowance. We are, however, conscious of the need to keep the services
of eminent specialists in various fields available 1o patients suffering from
complicated and chronic diseases. This can be done only by allowing
privale practice to doctors of great maturily who are highly specialised in
their respective fields and are also teachers of their subjects. To those of
the specialists who fulfil prescribed requirements of age, etc., institutional
private practice shall be allowed. i.e.. they will be allowed 10 see private
patients in Government hospitals after normal working hours. Those
whe opt for private practice of this type shall not be allowed to draw the
non-practising allowance. The fees to be charged from the private patients
in such cases shall be prescribed and the total amount shall be so pres-
cribed that it conlains Government share with whose facilities the work
has been possible as well as the share of the subordinate stafl who assist

the specialists.
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In the case of these specialists. it has been felt that permission 1o see
the private patienls at home will also be necessary. Home visits by the
specialists of the prescribed category have also, therefore, been permitted
but the maximum fees have similarly been laid down.

Relorms are also being introduced in the field ol practice by private
practitioners. to whom a large majority of our people have to resort a1
one time or the other.

Firstly, a lot of members of the medical profession are at present combi-
ning consultation which is their own field with dispensing in the same
premises. This shall be banned. In (uture. private practitioners shall not be
allowed to dispense medicines in their premises. They shall provide only
consullation and emergency treatment in case of danger to life or grievous
injury. At present, many of them do not charge consultation fees which
are covered by the charges for medicines dispensed. When dispensing
becomes illcgal. it shall be necessary 1o lay down the scale of consultation
fees. We are going 1o prescribe the fees in such a manner that they are
within the easy reach of the common man but are commensurate with the
dignily and work involved in this noble profession. Enhanced fees shall
be prescribed for home visits by private practitioners.

So much for general practitioners. Maximum fees for specialists in the
private sector shall also be regulated in such a manner that they do not
in any case exceed Lhose prescribed for their counterparts in Government
service.

At the same lime, all medicines, except the ethical drugs, shall, in future,
be dispensed only on prescriptions by registered medical practitioners.

We are also going (o set up state-owned drug stores at the rate of one
lor every 50,000 of population or more or less similar other feasible units.
The intenlion is to keep even the reduced prices resulting {rom the national
formulary in check through these state-owned fair price shops.

Besides allopathic system. we also have indigenous systems ard their
practitioners in this country. I mean the Hakims and Homoeopaths. Boards
lor the regulation of these systems of medicine and their practice already
exist. We intend (o reconstitute these Boards with a view to bringing
about improvement in the systems and their practice. We have not ruled
out employment ol practitioners of Ihese systems even in Government
service, i there is appreciable demand in any particular place for the
type of treatment offered by them. It will, however. be ensured that in
such cases they prescribe treatment which is particularly of their system and
do not have recourse 1o medicines and irealment prescribed under the



157

allop.alhic system. In any case we have provided that in Government
hospitals and dispensaries the man in over-all charge shall always be a
graduate doctor with higher qualifications in some cases.

One important reform which T am sure was very much needed and will
be appreciated is to separate the medical service (rom pharmacy work
for which a new service shall be created. As is well known, pharmacy
work in hospitals has suffered because there are no whole-time persons
with requisite qualifications for doing it. In future, only members of the
pharmacy service shall be in charge of pharmacy work. To this service
only graduates in pharmacy shall be recruited. | may point out that due
to the cost involved, hospitals down to tehsil/taluka level only shall employ
them as lower units cannot be burdened with the expenditure involved in
having these specialised men.

The People’s Health Scheme shall commence from the current year
and its implementation shall be phased over seven years. I would like to
mention very briefly the priorities in implementation. In the first year
all existing dispensaries, rural and urban, Government and Local Body,
which are counterparts of the new basic health units and rural/town
health centres conceived under the scheme, shall be brought upto the
standards laid down for Lheir respective type of units.

Secondly, from the first year, higher hospitals shall have their provision
for medicines increased to three times the existing provisions which are
notoriously inadequate and on account of which “Aqua Pura” has very
oflen to be added 1o the mixtures dispensed.

The first year will also include of the ion work
of training [facilities in medical colleges and para-medical institutions.
Incidentally, the training of para-medical and auxiliary stafl has hitherto
remained restricted to small numbers because training is imparted in
large cities only. It is our intention to add simultaneously training arrange-
ments for these categories of staff at district headquarters and even tehsil
hospitals where local people shall be encouraged to avail of the oppor-
tunity to get training and join service of the nation. ) ]

The first year will see the foundation of the new medical college in
Baluchistan laid. o

The new and higher pays for doctors and the non-praclising allng{nce
prescribed under the scheme shall also come into. force ﬁjom the beginning.

Having brought the existing hospitals and dispensaries upto the mark
to serve as proper basic health units and rural/town healll} centres, in the
next three years efforts shall be concentrated on creating all the new
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basic health units/rural/town health centres. At the end of four years of
the scheme, the entire country shall have been covered by suitable health
units providing both preventive and curative services under an integrated
approach 1o the entire population, with a basic health unit available (o
every 10,000 of population and a ten-bed rural/lown health centre lor
every 50,000 of population.

In the remaining three years of the scheme, tehsil and district hospitals
shall be taken up for intensive improvement of work. Simultaneously, nine
national inslitutes, one of each type in lhc country, shalil be established in
nine major fields such as cardio ) icable di
tuberculosis, leprosy, cancer and the like. These institutes will be medical
institutions par excellence catering for advanced treatment as well as
research and training of senior staff.

The lotal expenditure in the seven-year span is anticipated at some-
thing like rupees 380 crores. Some rupees 20 crores will be needed in
the first year. It is our intention to introduce a special but small medical
cess, the burden of which shall be placed equitably on the community.

Finally, | would like 1o emphasise that our plans in the health field shall
bear (ruit only with understanding and co-operation on the part of the
distinguished members of the medical profession. I would, to that end,
like misunderstandings and misgivings, il any, to be dissipated before the
People’s Health Scheme is launched. That is why 1 had asked the Health
Minister to consult all manner and shades of opinion in the medical pro-
fession as well as allied professions. 1 have been informed by him that
country-wide consullations were held and besides a large number of
eminent doctors, a variety of leaders of public opinion were also given
full opportunity lo express their views. All such views were duly taken
into account in formulating the scheme. In fact, all good suggestions coming
Irom any quarter, whatever, were given due consideration and adopled
wherever lound feasible. Let me add that while we have spared no efforts
to formulate our plans so that they are consistent with the dignity of
doctors and protect their legitimate interests, the main objective of the plans
cannot but be the welfare of the common man. The People’s Health Scheme
is in the true sense for the people. Doclors are no doubt members of a
most respected profession and are the working intelligentsia of the country.
But they are expected to share a little tightening of belts and a little auste-
rity for a change just as a number of other citizens enjoining higher in-
come brackets are being called upon to do. Doclors, whether under Govern-
ment or in the privale sector, have to understand the benefits of these
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plans in their true perspective and work together to achicve the objectives
envisaged in them.



Translation of the speech delivered at a public meeting
at Sanghar on March 31, 1972

1 have come 10 Sanghar after a long time in (ulfilment of the promise
I made to the people of Sanghar two years ago. It was on this day two years
ago thal | came here 10 address the people bul was prevented [rom doing
so by a handful of nefarious individuals. The Pakistan People’s Party
had launched its election campaign after restrictions on political activities
wece withdrawn by the then Government. We had undertaken a campaign
to mect the people so that they may become (ully aware of the political
condilions obtaining in the country, and with the sole aim ofl crealing
better political understanding of the various problems facing them. In
those days there was no ban on polilical activity, and like other parties
we were (Tee 10 propagate our point of view before the people. We went
1o all parts of the country. | took my colleagues to Punjab, NWFP, East
Pakistan, Sind and Baluchistan. All parties had the right to tell their view-
point to the people. With that end in view, [ addressed public meelings.

I and my colleagues in the Pakistan People’s Party addressed public
meetings and went to various places. On the third of January. T addressed a
public meeting al Karachi. 1 said then that we will struggle afresh for
building up Pakistan. I enunciated three cardinal principles of our
Party. Firstly, 1 said Islam is our religion. We will sacrifice all for Islam
and its glory. We want to uphold and follow (he noble principles
of our religion. The second principle of our Parly is that democracy is
our objeclive; and the third is that Islamic social justice will be made
available 1o every citizen of this country. The people are the sole
masters of their future. They are Lhe sole arbiters of their destiny.
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These ate our Party’s principles and these are enshrined in our Manifesto.
We charted these principles in our Manifesto from the very beginning
anq we continue to stick to them. This has given power o the Party
whlcl'! has endeared itself to the people. These are the principles of
equality, good humane behaviour and humanitarianism, where there is no
place for injustice. We accepled these principles for the good of the poor
people. Our political struggle started with this message and went to
all corners of the country. I and my colleagues went 1o NWFP and Punjab,
East Pakistan, Baluchistan and Sind. We went to each and every part of
Sind. T went to every district, taluka, every village and every lapa. We
have to keep contacl with our people who are our friends, who are our
masters. We cannot shut our eyes tothem. As fragrance cannot be detached
[rom a flower, as fish cannot remain out of waler, in the same way 1 can
say that Bhulto cannot be detached from the people.

I starled our political campaign in Sind from Thatta. People listened
to us intently and considered us their real friends (rom Thatta to Kotri,
and then to Hyderabad, Badin, Matli, Tandobago, Mirpurkhas, Tandoadam
and Shahdadpur. You all know what [ said in Shahdadpur. I said we are
friends of all the poor people. We are against all kinds of exploitation.
I have no antagonism against any person or party. I stand for the people
and that I have said repeatedly. Those who are against the poor people
and the common man are our enemy. With that message I proceeded
1o Sanghar from Shahdadpur two years ago this day. Just outside this
city, near a petrol pump on the road side, we were stopped by the
Deputy C issi and the Superi dent Police who told us that
people are hidden in the bushes with lethal weapons and there was risk of
my life. But I told the officers that I am from the people and people are
with us. I will not be frightened by threals from a handful of disgruntled
elements. I said thal we are people’s [riends and people cannot be against us.

Nevertheless, when [ was about to enter the town of Sanghar there was
a rain of bullets from a bus. I got out of my car and shouted at the peopie
who were firing the bullets not to Kill the innocent people but to shoot
me instead. My supporters surrounded me and in that unlortunate incident
my friend and ardent supporter, Mohammad brahim, was Killed. Our poor
friend went all-out to protect me. Mohammed Tbrahim gave his life to save
me. I salute that brave man. I have asked the Governot of Sind 1o give
rupees 10,000 to the family of Mohammad Ibrahim. He stood for

principles. ) )
It is sad that people have been neglected for centuries and time has now
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come when the chains of slavery will be broken; injustice in any form will
be undone. Our Party has stood by the poor people, and it will continye
to do so. You know for certain that we want lo serve the people and
want their betterment. There should not be any fight between Punjabis
and Sindhis, Sindhis and Pathans and Sindhis and Mubhajirs. The fight
should be dirccted against exploitation. We will fight against capitalists.
How have I reached this oflice? It is the people who have brought me to
this position. We will build Pakistan inlo a strong country so lhat the
world envies us. This sweet land will be rebuilt. There will be greenery all
round. Injustice will be wiped out. Pakistan which the Quaid-i-Azam
cherished will be madc to blossom. There was a lot of opposition to our
Parly in the past but we are not narrow-minded. We will not take revenge.
All the provinces will get their legitimate rights. Sind will get its due
share and there should be no apprehension in this regard. Education is
being made [rec upto Matric. We want Lo see that the meritorious sludents
get due recognition. We would not distinguish between an influential per-
son’s son and a poor man’s son.

Workers’ betterment is our aim. Haris should know that we are taking
revolutionary steps to bring aboul a happy change in their lives. Land Re-
forms will bring about prosperity to the haris. I have formulated a princi-
ple for the tillers of the soil. You should fully value the land which will
be given 1o you, and try Lo make the maximum use of it. The Land Reforms
of Ayub regime brought negligible benefits to the haris. In those reforms
the land price was to be charged. Many haris could not buy land, and
the waderas ot back the land for themselves. The Land Reforms brought
about by lhe people’s Government envisage [ree distribution of land to
the haris. The poor haris will be given land gratis. and no compensa-
tion will be paid to the land-owners. You should duly consider this, and
take [ull advantage of this opportunity to maximise production. The land
is a trust from God, and it is the trust of the people as well. You should
put both hands to the soil. The whole nation is looking up to you. It is
not only for your good alone, it will benefit the whole country. Put in
hard work. Plough your fields four times and you will get enough return
to buy good clothes for your children. You should pay respect to your
mothers and bow before them. Thereby you can earn their gratitude and
also earn blessings from God and help build your country. I am standing
on the soil of Sind and 1 am the son of a landlord of Sind, rather the
biggest landlord of Sind. Nevertheless, we must all sacrifice for the country.

Sind is inhabited by many people; Lhere are Sindhis, Punjabis, Muhajirs,
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Baluchis and others. You must look into your history. I cannot under-
stand why young people of Sind are feeling perturbed. Sind’s history
is 5,000 years old. Sind is not a new province. There is no danger to Sindhi
language. The cullure of Sind and noble traditions of this province will
not be harmed or allowed to be jeopardised by any means. I promise and
solemnly pledge to the people of Punjab, Baluchistan, Frontier and others
that full justice will be done to them and their rights and culture will be
[ully protected. There is no harm in letting all the languages grow on
healthy lines. People of Sind know Sindhi and also Urdu. They are large-
hearted people. I often speak in English. When I speak in English or Urdu,
does it mean that Sindhi culture is in danger? Never! The wmore
languages we know the better it is. Sindhis speak many languages. Theirs
is a rich language, there is no danger to their language. It has lived through
centuries. Urdu papers’ burning will not solve any problem. Urdu papers
should not be burnt. 1 will never speak lies to the people. This is my solemn
pledge to the people living in all provinces of Pakistan. If you have any
grievances, my young [riends, you can come to us. Have | ever betrayed
you? Never shall [ betray you. Some people say that law and order
situation has gone out of hand. We can take severe aclion. We can
very well take care of this. Ido not want to lake baton into my hand against
my people. They shout slogans of ‘Jeeay Sind’. I am not against it. Does
that mean that, along with shouting this slogan, we should try to burn
newspapers or destroy valuable things? 1 would also ask our Mubhajir
brethren to accept Sind as their own province. They can continue to talk
in Urdu bul they should merge with locals and become one with them.
They can rest assured that we are not against Muhajirs but they should
also be reasonable and live like brothers. You must unite and I will do
justice to Sindhis, Punjabis and others and treat them equally. After all,
India has many provinces. The United States of America has filty provinces.
We have only four provinces. Why can we not live happily and unitedly?
They lalk of “Bangla Desh”. What are the conditions there? Rice is being
sold at 90 rupees per maund. “Bangla Desh” rice is going to India; jute
is going to India; tea is going to India. Have patience and you will see
what happens there. I say to them: il you get away from Pakistan and break
off ties with us, 1 am sure you will not go in for a paradise or create
conditions like paradise lor yourselves. Alter all, why did you become an
independent country? Was it not all a farce? Why did you accept ‘h:
Quaid-i-Azam as your leader in 19477 All the rcsoulrces. of “Bang.la Desh’

are now going to Calcutta. All motors, air-conditioning machines, etc.,
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have gone to Calcutta! Whatever defects are in us, we were prepared 1o
accept them. You do not obtain any good by separation. It is always
unfortunate. Farakka Barrage is in India, and will India give water to
<Bangla Desh.” What will you get?

I am with you, young men of Sind. You can come lo us and (alk
about your problems and [ will solve them. Sindhis and Muhajirs should
sit together and forget about ail differences.  This whole issue has been
raised by some sell-secking politicians who want to become big men.
I have talked to Sindhi leaders and Mubhajir lcaders. We should all try
to Icarn a lesson from the past and give up narrow-mindedness. You should
have a large heart. The lunguage issue, | have already said. will be decided
by the elected representalives ol the people in the National Assembly.
I cannot decide it. Il the National Assembly wants one language, it is
all right for me. ICit wants ten languages, 1 have absolutely no objection.
Do not be parochial. Nothing can be achieved by fighting and being
pelty-minded. Everybody has become Sheikchilli.

What happened in Hyderabad a lew days ago is deplorable. Why should
some peopie lake out knives? How can Urdu get respect through
knives? The world is laughing at us. If our Government is anti-people,
then you can have grievances. But this is your own government, and we
guaranlee your protection. There is no nced of fighting or unruly demon-
slrations. On | 5th March there was a demonstration at my house in Karachi.
It is not my responsibilily alone o build the country. You must lend your
support (o me 10 rebuild this country and create peaceful conditions. My
friends from Punjab, Sarhad and Baluchistan have come 1o attend this
mecting and I ask them to join hands in building this country into a big
Islamic state. The National Assembly is to meet on the 14th of the next
montlh (April 1972). We have reached an accord with the NAP and JUI. |
stand by it fully. I hope that the other (wo parties will also abide by it. It
is for the good ol everybody. I, God lorbid. some party flouts the accord,
then we should not be held responsible. We pledge to abide by the accord
word by word. If they flout the gentlemen’s agreement, then blame will
lie with them. The political struggle will be won by the just and reasonable
party, devoled to the good of the people. This is our firm conviction.





