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and eventually the invasicrn, of Westewn colonialism.
wrom Maghrab %0 Indenesia, the Muslim p=znples came
under *the dominaticn, in one form ~r annther, nf
Haestern Zurnpe, Our cultures were fragmentsd, our
traditions myptured and ~ur mutual cormmunicatinns
disrupt=d. The imperialigts powers belittled our
heritage, pillag=sd nur trsasures, denuded us of our
rescurces and the flowsr of our manhrnnd was :acrificed
to serve their strategies. Ifuslim was turned against
Muslim, brother againet brother. There was a cnntinuity
of setbacks, a successirn nf disasters, which we shared
in common with all the oppreésed penples of the world.
Not until the Secernd Word War exhaus5=d the
warring states of Europe did thz era of colenialism
come to an end and the nations of the Third Wnrld,
including the luslim countries, achieve independence.
But mere political independence brrnught nothing more
than the trappings nf sovereignty. Fconomic 1ife in the
developing countriss remained tied to ths so-called
"metropoliten" areas., The Third 7eorld remained
consigned to the role of supplying raw materials for the
industriaglized nations. It had no contral nver the
exploitation nf its n2tural resnurces and no power to
determine the pricss nf the commnditiss which it prnduced
were brought and sold. Steadily, thae valua of these
commodities fell in relation to the price of industrial
goods and services supplied by the affluent nations.
This enormnus iniquity has been much talked about,
The Third Jord has amphasised, time and again,

that poverty and affluence cannot co-extgtt
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