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S□MMET ISLAMIQUE 
PAKISTAN 

(1394 A.H. 1974 A.O.) 

u,~~td oi 1~j... 
<..:,.>l:.SL. . ,,, . 

ST ATEI'-GNT OF ·T;-iE P::.BSID3HT O"i' T::::E SECCHD 
IS LAIUC SULII1lIT , =-:Is EXCZLLlFC y, r,.,a. ZUU' IICJ..R 
ALI Kill'ITO, Prtii•.IS LIITIS'IBR O? PA:iITST.AN. 

In the IT a..'!le of' All ah, Ifo st Gracious , 

ll'IoG t Ee rciful. 

Your Eaje sties, Royal :::ighne oses, Excell.e:n.cie s, 
Dear Bro the rs i.i1. Isla,.-n: 

This lli7.ique assemblage of Ifonc:.rci.1.s, Presidents 

and Prime Ein.iste rs "-:2,s gatl:1::: red 2.t a 1:10:nen t in 

world ai':fairs w~:..ic~: is as critical as it can be 

creative. :iere is a resplende:1.t 2.::"ray of statesmen 

a,.'"1.d leaders, p1.1 0.fo1.L."ld. in t~:.eir i:nsii)lt into tl1.e 

issues that will en.:;cige us :-,t t~-:.:is ConI'erence. 

3y asking oe to pi--esiae at it, you ~ave conferred 

a,..""l honour upon r.i.e w~-:icc~ in reality is a tribute to 

Pakistan. I a.r:1 :fillad ·with bot~1. hu□ility and 

pride: the hu.2ility is personal and the pride 

national. 

( 2 ) 

By agreeing to meet l':ere, t:1is assembly 

has honoured also tl'le city of' La:.10:re. T:1.is ancient 

city symbolises :1.ot onl.)' Pa:d.st~---i I s national struggle 

but also its a!Jidi1:1;; solidarity 't'1it~1 tlle r1usli..,1 
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world. He re in La:.-:i.o re lived that magni:ficent 

herald of' Islar.iic renaisse;,.ce, lliu!'J.a."ilI!lad Iqbal, 

who fathered the idea of Paldstai."l, wno articulated 

the Muslim I s anguish e.nd :,.is hope ~.,_d whose voice 

sounded the cl~rion call of' revolt and resurgence • 
. ,._,. 

Also here in La):ore, ·3,4 yea.rs ago, was 

adopted t:1.e celebrated resolution that inaugurated 

the glorious freedoa struggle of' the Muslims of the 

South Asian subcontinent under the leadership o:f 

Quaid-i-Azam I-10:1.ammad Ali Jinnah. It is a f'act 

of no small significance that the same session of' 

t:1.e Muslim League w~dch adopted the Pakistan 

resolution also adopted una11.ir.10usly a resolution 

on Palestine. The resolution recorded (and I quote) 

"the consiciered opi..1.ion, in clear and unequivocal 

language, that no arrc:ngements of a piecemeal 

characte~ should be made in Palestine wbich are 

contrary in spirit and opposed to the pledges 

given to the Muslim uorld". T:1.e re solution 

further warned against t;.-.. e danger of' using force 

in the aoly Land "to overawe the Arabs and f'orce 

them into suboission". 

With only the &7end1::ents necessary because 

of' the disappearance of British colonialism, the 

resolution is as perti,iumt today as it was in 

1940. Hot the quirks of' history but the sublime 

logic of Providence h2.s decreed t~at the same 

warning sl1.ould again is sue f' rom La.ho re • 
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Pakistan 1s support for tee just causes 

of' the Muslim--wotid..-is-organi.call.y .rel.ated.-:to .. its 

own national. vocation. It has never suffered a 

seve ranee between its natiouaJ. i.mpul.se aJ1d t11.e 

urges of' J.ius.J..i.m. c:.::i.a.i...cipation. tE10n the partition 

of' Palestine was decided under tn.e British Eandate, 

a demonstration was l1.eld hcTC in Lahore at w.lich 

Iqbal. was present. On that occasion 1 . ...h.e -emphasized 

that the problem of Palestine (and I quote his words) 

11does. not -conce:rn ... PaJ.es.tinc alone but will have w.ide 

repercussions in the entire. Islal:lic _world". Later, 

in October 1947, soon after our emergence, the 

Quaid-i-Azam warned t.i1.at the partition of Palestine 

would entail - and I quote his words - "the gravest 

danger and unprece-dentecL...cor...flict II and that "the 

entire Muslim uorld will revolt against such a 

decision which ca.7.not be supported historically, 

politic ally and morally". Soon ai'terwards, Pakistan 

said at the United Nations that the ~loly Land was 

being nailed a;.1.d stretched on tl1.a cross. All 

these words went unheeded but tod2.y, decades later, 

they are still tiwcly. 

Pakistan I s in-.rol vement wit~'- the issue whose 

·'· scene is the Arab I•iici.dle Zas t is accompanied 

by its deep attachment to its dear neighbours 

- u 

Iran and to Turkey and by friendship and cordiality 

•• 4 ••• 
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with other Muslim countries - E:>7.d if I specially 

r,1ention Indonesi.2. a.1.d Kalaysia, I do net underrate 

our relations with oth.0 rs. Pal:istc.I1 1 s cultural 

history bears a Persian-Turl:iah sta□p. It is a....-1 

im:nenso source of' satisfaction to us that ti1is 

historical. a:ffi:-lity is r.:.ow reflected in close fraternal 

relations with both these countries, relations which 

have proved sustaining in times of' stress. ~-fith 

.A;fghanistaJ.1., it sh3.res a good part of its .:1istory, 

culture and traditions. Pa1cista,.'1. 1 s approac:-.. to the 

problems of the Muslim ,10rld is, the ref ore, 

informed with a certain ran.go of sympathy and 

awareness. This, uo believe, is in accord with the 

great ends o:f l'iuslira bro tho rhood. 

( 3 ) 

De ar Bro the rs : 

It is only natural that the leadgrs 

of the Muslim world, even when comin.g to this 

meeting, should have th0ir minds :full of a 

variety of concerns - some national., others 

regional, all bearing on l-1uslir:t inter0sts. 

But this Con:fcrence cannot addr2ss 

• • .5 I e e 
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itself except to -:;~:.e specific purpoce for w;.-:,.1c~1. it 

has been conve:.1:sd as a sequel to t}1e war of October 197J. 

All of us are aware t.he.t the previous Su.urni t Conf'e rence, 

which was r.ield in ~~abat in 1969, was convened to 

consider the question of Jerusalem following the outrage 

cor.unitted under Israeli occupation to the Ealy Al-Aqsa 

Mosque. Likewise, t:lis Conference has a circumscribed 

agenda. By adoptinz the ;:,_genda, we do :not deny that there 

are other vital issues w.'1ich agitate i'-iuslim minds. 

These are burning issues too. Ycur nost country, 

for instance, has bczn a vie tii:1 o:f in te mational 

conspiracies a.r1d is con.cemad ,,it;_-: an intense question 

in which, it believes, i·i.;5 stand is based on nothing 

but justice a,.7.d concern :f:'or I-'luclim rights. 

we would be doing a disservice to the Conference if we 

sought to exploit t~is plat:fonn to ventilate our 

national st~1.dpoints. If Ee.slims sustain t~10ir unity, 

if they mutually strcnbtl"len themselves, if they place 

equity above expedience, if t~ey perceive the direction 

of historic fo:..~ces, a time will cor:.1e ·w:1en such i3sues 

can be discussed wi tl1out apology or awln1ardne ss. At 

pre sent, t~1.is Con:fe rence is pri::-::s.rily concerned with the 

pre-€minent issues t:~at arc i:1.scribed on its agenda a..,d 

that concern the heartland of' Luslim life and culture. 

( 4 ) 

The si tu2.tion i:ri. t!J.e EiddJ_c Ens t is 

an outgrowth of ti.:o ::_:,roblo:-1 oi' P::.12.stine a,i.7.d 

the core of the problem., viewed bot:1. ~1.istorically 
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and concentrically, i E Al-~uds or J (;rus2lema :Fifty years 

ego, there was no Palestine problem; there w~s only a 

country named P~lectineo Only the right ArrogGted to 

itself by Western colonialism enabled one ~estern nation 

to promise toe section of another people, nemely the Jews, 

the country of a third, the Arebso It needs to be 

reiter2ted thrt it is tniE fundamental injustice, this 

uprooting of e people from their homeland end the planting 

of en alien populFtion on it, thPt evokes the resentment 

of the entire huslim worlda The malady consists of a 

cancerous outgrowth of colonialism, the esteblishment of 

settler regimes or the imposition of illiIJ.igrent minority 

ruleo The root cause of the conflict is not an inn?te 

enimosi ty between the I"luslim and the J·ew or even between 

the Arob and the Jew o As rluslims, we ent erte.in no 

hostility against any human community; \Jhen we say this, 

we do not exclude the Jewish peopleo To Jews ss Jews we .can 

only be friendly1to Jews PS Zionists, intoxicated with 

tt1eir militarism and reeking with technological arrogance, 

we refuse to be hospitableo The pogroms inflicted on them 

during the centuries 8nd the holoceuEt to which they were 

subjected under Nazism fill some of the darkeEt p2ges of 

humen historyo But redemption should heve come from the 

Western world and not have been exacted, as it was, from 

the Palestinien peopleo 
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The tregody of Pelosti.ne hes egi teted huslim 

minds for half a century. The outrage of its partition 

in 1947 2no. tho gr2ver injury of its occupation by 

IsrPcl i.n 1967 heve bt:cn intolcreble boc2usc the territory 

is p?rt of the spiritual centre of the I·1us1im wo.rld. 

The :Palestine question w2s referred to the world 

orgc>nizetion et a time when thPt orge.nizetion was herdly 

repre sontati v·e of the international community o The ple.n 

wnich it put forwerd for the pertition of P~lestine 

would. not .obtaiu a passing consideration today by the 

mejority of its m.erabersbip, consisting of. the Third 

~orld nations th2t Pre s¼orn to the principle of the 

self-dete;rm.ination of peoplE::.s. ~ven at that. time, the 

huslim n2tions reillind8d the western world of its -own 

long-term intcorests and of the folly of forcibly driviug 

2 wed6c into the hidd.le E2st. The:::c reminders proved 

fruitless. These importunities were scorned .. 
(5) 

This is the historic dimension of the 

hiddle East problem which cannot be banished from 

sight even when present re2litics are to be focussed 

upon. Isr2cl has 5or1Sed and fattened on the West's 

eympathics, nurtured itself on violence end exp~nded 

•• 8 ••• 
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throubh e~greesion. It hes brouGht suffering to the 

inhcbit2nte of the lend which it usurped, Stquentretsd 

th6ir pPtrimony 2nd ej~cted them by the hundreds of 

thouE8nds. Its neishbouring nations heve been robbed of 

their pee> ce rnd trr-nquili ty. Its 2pologi st s heve sought 

to justify its repeated resorts to force on the ground 

of security. iut nothing could be cle8rer then thet 

belli6crance towards its neighbours will only turn Israel 

into en internPtion2l Ghetto. Force cannot brinb sdcurity 

nor obdur2cy peace. 

After 1967 Israel becemc more end more arrog2nt; 

it darided the ceneure of its actions by the United Netions. 

Its advocates became increasingly spethetic to tho growing 

si6DS of the untenability of the situation eriein~ from the 

wer of 1967. The result we,s thct 2n iniquitous, indeed en 

ebsurd, situetion wes frozen end the forces of security 

beceme immobile. 

This wee the ceuee of the war of 1973. A 

recourse to w2r can ncv~r be P heppy decision. ~hich nation 

would willingly sPcrifice the flower of its manhood or wish 

to forfeit its development Pnd mortge~e its progress? But 

situ2tions arise in which there is no choice but war 

against the usurper. Such a situc1tion w2s created for the 
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Arab peoples. Tribute is due to them for meetins it 

manfully. Let us pay hom8Ge to thoEe who laid down their 

lives in the sands of Sinai and the heights of Golen. These 

martyrs died in the c,use of justice end hu~6n dignityo 

The wrr hrs r~le2sed curr~nts which could 

flow towerds a just settlement of the lliddle East problem. 

The A.reb cause hes been nctivcly supported by 8 v2st 

segment of humanity. The n,tions of Africa hAve 

demonstrated tiieir solidarity with Arr-bs end placed 

principle obove expediency. Under the pressure of the 

economic forces, if not throu 6h e perception of the rights 

and wrongs of the situetion, the riestern powers have 

ewekened to the urGency of 2 definitive settlement of the 

hiddle East problem. The medietory processes which have 

thus been put into motion 8re not to be disdained. 

These are good auguries. But they can vanish 

if en apathy towe.rds the root of the problem, end a 

s8tisfaction ~t partial solutions, be 6 ins to sway the 

policies of those who hrve supported Isreel. On their 

port, the Arab states have shown tbet their approach to the 

problem is not theolobic2l, like Israel's, but one which 

visulizes a series of peaceful adjustments beginning with 

disengagement. 

• • 1 0 • • • 
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(6) 

Disengegcment, however, is not peace. It can 

turn peace into o 1nira;.:je if it operates as e substitute 

fore comprehensive settlement. ~e hcve a right to 

expect tlrnt the pe2ce which is negotieted in Geneva will 

deel with all the issues integrel to the r'iiddle East 

conflict. The withdrawal of Israeli forces from e.11 

Ar2b territories occupies since ~967, the restoration 

of the Holy City to Ar2b sovereignty end the restitution 

of the rights of the P8lestini2n people are the essential 

elements of a settlement. 

All these elements derive from the rational 

principles of e juet snd durable p~ece. ~11 of them 

come within the four corners of Resolution 242, if 

thet resolution is rightly interpreted. The exponents 

of the Israeli view contend thet the Security Council 

resolution envisages the possibility of Israel 

• • 1 l • • • 
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retaining a part of the occupied \rah territories. 

This contention is sought to be based on the provision 

regarding the right of every state in the region 

"to live in peace within secure and recognised 

boundaries". The perversity of such an interpretation 

is evident from the fact that the resolution as a 

whole states its objective to be "the fulfilment 

of Charter principles". :!hat p!"incirle is n,ore basic 

to the Charter of the United Nations than the 

inadmissibility of the ac'iuisition of territory by 

the use of force? Further~ore, no state can arrogate to 

itself the right to deter~ine its secure borders 

even if these encroach on the territory of another. 

No state claiw.s such a right. The security of a 

state's frontiers depends on their confermity to 

international law. A nation's defence strategy is 

based on its recognised frontiers and not on its 

aggressive ap~etites. Finally, the question 3risesi 

~hose security comes first? Cert3inly, on the 

record of the aggres::;ions corr,itted during the 

last twenty-seven years, it is the ~rahs who need 

secure borders against Israel and not Israel against 

the Arabs. 

O I 1 2 O O • 
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(7) 

~mong the jr~b territories occu?ied by 

bearts. 

e·~cred tr'lditions of .,br3.l~ 0.i.r.:, loses 

Jesus, "ill of thcrt xrop'.,ets wh.or. ; usli~ hold in 

t~e hichest rever3nce, Jerus3lo~ is inscribed on 

our EOLls ~s tte aite of, in the words of the 

'-:oly ~Ur'l: , 11the Fnrth,or r,.osque th~ pr1-~cinets of which 

c~oci1ted 1G it is with the 

~EC?nsiono of the Last Frophet, it is tied to our 

iGroct s~irit~~l fibre. Except for~~ intarv~l 

dt:rinc the Crus:.d:)c, it t-;."l.s b0cr. a i uslirr city -

City - fror the yo~r 637 f "'\ 
.n. • ;.J. 

!"or ~ore th·tn 13'JC years, i u.slir:s ~.'lve ::tcld Jerus.:1len as 

a trust for all who vcner~ted it. i~sli~s ~lone could 
, 

be its lovinc and irpRrti~l custodi~ne for the si~ple 

r0aco~ t~-t usli~s 1lone believe in ~11 the three 

~ro~hJtic tr~ditions rootud in Jerus~le~ • 

. 0 Glqdly recognise th~t Jerusnle~ affects 

the cheris~cd sensibilities of ~en ind women of three 

~usli~ and Christ~ns, ~nt fifteen r illion Jews, 

in the world. Cut of these, Iese th~n three ~illion 

•• 1 J .•• 
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owe their allegi'lnce to Israel. ~rh3.t :principle of 

justice would confer on this cinority the right to 

hold dor .. inion over the ~!oly City? ~.'h'lt except 

a kind of cycicis~ can allow the City of Peace to 

be tre~ted by Isr~el ~s the spoils of war? 

I ~ust make it clear th3t it is not our 

position on Jerusaler but Israel's which in 

contrary to the ocjective criteria by which the status , 

of territories is determined. It is Israel which cites 

the name of a reli~ion ~nd a culture and invokes its 

memories or e~otions in order to lend justific3tion 

to 3cts th'lt nrc wholly illeg~l. Such atte~pts 

can only 1[ 3 ke n. cortfUct implac;able .:ind brin.g in its 

train a relir,ious war. Viewed in 3 non-religious 

perspective, the 1uestion of JerusaleD 1 s st~tus c,nnot 

be unrel1ted to the soverei~n rights of the p~ople of 

Jerusalcn itself, the ~~jority of whom were Arabs, 

violently expelled and uprooted fro~ the western pqrt in 

1948. Nor c~n the speci'll attachment of Jewish 

people to Jerusale~ override the principle of the inadreissibility 

•• 14 ••• 
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of territorial acqu,isition by force. The Jewish 

right to Jerusalem certainly connotes the right of 

access ana war ship. We cannot recognize any 

add it iona 1 right. 

On the basis of all these considerations, 

the issue of the Holy City of Jerusalem admits of no 

doubt or division in our ranks. Let me make it 

clear fr::>m this Platform that aey agreement, any 

Prot oc::>l, any under st anding which Pest ulat es the 

continuance of Israeli occuPat i:Jn of the Holy City 

or the transfer of the Holy City t :J any non-Muslim 

or non-Arab sovereignl7 will not be worth the 

paper it is written on. 

This is a not a threat. I am saying it in 

full awareness of the intricacies :if the negotiations 

which may be under way. Not t,:, give this warning 

would be t::> encourage an illusi::>n which will be fatal 

to the establishment of lasting Peace in the Middle East • 

• .. 15 ••• 
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on this .respect, thEre is a fire in our hearts which 

no pr eva.r icat i.::>n, no skilful evasions on t hE i.r part , 

will ever bE able to quench. 

(3) 

The intErnati:mal community, and particularly 

those states which sp:msor6d the partition of 

Palestine in 1947, b-::ar a heavy responsibility to 

redress thE injustices PEtPetrat8d :>n the Palestinian 

Pe:>Ple. If it we.re not a ls:> tragic, what c:>uld be 

more bizarre than the Phenonmenon of a people being 

disPossess1::d :>f its h::>meland and c:::>ndemned to live 

in agony and dispersion, not in imPErialism's hoary 

Past but in our day and agE. Wh:> cann.::>t understand 

their anger at seeing immigrants from all over the 

world invited, nay c&jolf-d, to settle on their own 

homeland? It is n:>t the erupti:ms of insensate 

violence, d isownEd by their leader ship, but the purity 

:>f their rights -which must influence the -world's 

attitude to their problem. 

The states gathered hsre today are committed 

by the very fact of their adherence to the Charter ::>f 

the Islamic Conference t:i strive f::>r the restitution 

of the legitimate rights ::>f the ?ales t inian PeoP le •. 

This is ::iur obligation n:>t ::>nly t::> the people of Palestine, 

not even m.s.rely to the cause of Islamic 
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brotherhnod, but els0 tb tb0 lari 0 r cause of universal 

peacP. ~~ se~ glimmsrs today nf a ne~ recngnitinn ~f 

the need tn r;s0lvb :h2 problem nf Pal~stine. ~his 

rE-cognitinn has bj':':"D ~.arned by 1:~1t':- he~oic snn 8 and 

daughters nf Fal,,st;_r:-=, t½rf'l:_1_?,h t'1t-:ir suff9:rj_ng, t'1ei..r 

fortitude and thf. constancy 0f thsjr commitm,:o,nt. 

(9) 

Dear Brnthers: 

·ve are sm-=-rging today out nf nearly a 

half mill8nnium of declinE. During this lon~ period, 

our collective attitude has been one '1f nostalgja 

fnr n va!lis 11ed i:1;lory mixed with an incnmprebensinn 

of the mnveme:nts nf hist0ry. Ther~ w~rc. occasional 

thrust;,; 0f l1np e a~d '3ndeav()ur but, by and larg(-., 'Ne 

have livsd, ss Iqbal sGid, 11in a prison-house of 

thoughts ani emotions which, during the course r:if 

centuries, we have forg~d ar0urrl ourselves", "The 

superb idealism 0f our faith", in Iqbal's 1.FJords, 

was stiflC?d by nt'12 mediat,:,val fancies ,:,f thf0logians 

and le:gists". A.n i::1tEll.::.ctual lethargy paralysed 

our thought. Empiricism wither~d ::1m0ng us. Obscurantism 

took h".'ld. The spirit 0f inq'J_iry and enterprise was 

deadened. Form becams more important than substance, 

'Ne brnke nursel ves into schisms; WA b;:,cam~, a colL=-cti~n 

of ,varring factions. This brnur,ht abnu-t; th:- inroads, 

•• 17 ..• 
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and eventually ths invasi0n, of Wests=-".'n cnlonialism. 

"Fr0m MaghIJib to Ind('\n~sia, the Muslim pF:0ples came 

under -:he dominati-::,n, in nne form ,..,r an0t~er, nf 

'iio.stern Sur0pe. Our culturE-s werE- fragmented, our 

traditions i:.:upturE-d and nur mutual communications 

disrupt?d. The imp&rialists powers belittl7d our 

heritage, pillaged ov..r trsasures, denuded us 0f our 

rescurces and "che flower n.f nur manhnnd was :acrificed 

to servs th7ir strategips. Yuslim was turned against 

Muslim, brother again:3t brnther. There was a cnntinuity 

of setbacks, a succ.::ssir-n nf disas~ers, which we shared 

in common with all the oppr~ssed peoples of the world. 

Not until :.~he .Sec'"'nd worl.:d :;Jar exhaus-1:;-=-d the 

warring states of Europe did th2 era 0f colonialism 

come to an end and the nations. of the Third 7.T0rld, 

including the r..=uslim countries, acbiev~ independence. 

But mere political independence brnught nothing more 

than the ~rappings nf soverei~nty. ~conomic life in the 

developing countri~s remained tied to the so-called 

"metropoliten" areas. The rhird '7orld remained 

consigned to the role of supplying raw materials for the 

industrialized natinnsn It had no contrnl 0ver the 

exploitation 0f its ~3tural res0urces and no power to 

determine the pric:"S r,f thE' c0mmoditic.s which it prnduced 

were brought and sold~ Steadily, t~ 0 valua of th8se 

commodities fell in relation to the price of industrial 

goods and sArvicas suppliAd by the affluent nations. 

This enorm0us iniquity has been much talked about. 

The Third ''lord has emphasised, time and again, 

that poverty and affluence cannot c0-e-:xt 9-t;.,:'t 

•• 1 8 •• ., 



Fateh Point A
rch

ive
s

- 1c -

in tta world nf -i;0day. -,ut ap srt from .:;·ri e scant 

response from -::;t:2 industri:: 1 lized w·orld, we OUY"Selvss 

have not fully realiz2d. the nature and valu"-· ,,f 

economic power nor grasped the urgent need nf developing 

science and technology for nur pro~ress, ind2ed for 

our very survival. Wt:c hav•? nnt appr,"'ci.9ted that it was 

not a want of spiritual strength in us, compared with 

other peoples, that made ~1.unili'a-t:ion our lot but the 

weakness of our economic E'nterprise and organization. 

After all, even in ths darkest days nf cnlopialis~, 

we did nnt lack faith but we certainly lack?d an 

understanding 0f ecnnomic forces and t~chnolog;r and 

the role played by tham in fashioning a people's fate. 

(10) 

The war nf last Octnber has, hn~8ver, 

precipitated a chain of events and created an 

environment in which the develnping countries can 

at last hope to secure the establishment of a more 

equitable economic order. Some far-reaching 

possibilities have be:::,n openPd by the demonstrated 

ability of the oil-producing countri?s to concert 

their policies and detFrmine the price nf their 

resources. This may well be a watershed in history. 

It may well presag:= the end of a derangi:::d world order. 

with the recent dramatic improvement in 

the terms of trade nf the oil-producing countries, 

which will lead to a rapid increase in their 

financial resourc,:,,s, an unprecedented shift will occur in the 

•• 1 9 ••• 



Fateh Point A
rch

ive
s

- 19 -

global monEtary and financial balance nf pr:rnr2r. The 

Third World can now participate in the econ0mic ani 

financial councils nf the world on an equal fnoting 

with th8 develop2d countri-?.s and will be able to 

acquire a due m.::-asu:re of influenc'-'· and cr:-ntr0l in 

international financial and ecnnomic instituti,...,ns. 

Indeed, f0r the first time, the Third world is 

potentially in a position to use its own resources for 

financing its development through coopPrativ~ effort. 

It can now forge its own financial i~stitutions for 

bringing about rapid d-",velopment nf the less developed 

countries. 

Th9se are exciting opportunities. ThAY can 

be grasped or they can be missed. For th~re are also 

perils and pitfalls in the pr~sent situation. The gravest 

of these is that of a divisinn between the oil-pr0ducing 

and the non-oil-prf"'Jducing countri~s l"lf the Third World. 

The dislocation in thf': ba.lanc?. nf payment position which· 

has resulted suddenly increase in thP oil imp0rt bill 

of developing countri~s can ba used to sow discord and 

cause disarray in thb ranks of Asian and African 

nations with grav~ damag6 to the pnlitical causes 

they ar8 esp0using tnday. 

•. 20. •. 
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This is a danger which must be overcome by 

positive actinn. Concr~te measures have to be ev0lved, 

institutions establisb~t and machineries devised, which 

would channel the r6sourcc.s mJw commE'nded by ·;;h2 oil 

producers in such a way as t~ releas~ them from their 

dependence on countries outside the Thiru ~orld fnr 

their basic needs and services and also strengthen the 

Third World economically~ The conc9pt implicit in this 

approach is not that of aid as a frrm of ch~ritY from 

one developing country to annthero ·I'he concept is 

that of mutually supportive economic activity in 

countries nf thl:3 Third World. which would complement their 

individual resourc~s and give then aJ.l an ecor..omic 

strength. 

I said bsfore that, comparEd to othe~ peoples, 

it is not spiritual but economic strenf,th l;hat we have 

lacked so far~ There is no power w1:l;hnuti eco n0mic 

strengl;ho Unless w~ reorienta~e cur 0atlook and try 

to develop the potential to meet nar basic ecnnomic arrl 

security ne&ds thrn.ugb cnop.,:,rativp -=ndeavour, we 

will continue to lack the inherent strength., the solidity 
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which is necPssary for achieving our social~ cultural 

and politic al purposes. ?he ~~uslim countries are 

now so placed as to btc able to r,lay a most constructive • 
and re.warding role f0r cooperation among themselves 

and with other countrir:-s of the Third i7orld. Nl')t only 

are they possc&sad of a common heritage and outlook 

but also their economies are such as to enable them 

to supplP,mbnt one another's development effort. It 

is time that we translate the Stntiments nf Islami~ 

unity into concrete mcasurEs of cooperation and mutual 

benefit. It will bring us strs-ngth in spirit and 

substance. Let not postE·rity say that we were presented 

with· an historic, possibly unrepeatable, opportunity to 

realease ourselves from the inj~stices inflicted on us 

for many centuries and we proved ourselves unequal to it• 

The kim of :1.ction that v;rc: envisag~ ma;y 

gntn.il som.;i n,...w d~pnrtures. But it can be fuelled by 

certain positiv~ ~l~m~nts. ThPre are distinct signs 

of a m~w vision today. r.~0ved by it, and despite. 

the current hardships the:r faue, the non-oil-producing 

countri-~s likJ Fa"J.:ist2..n ar2 dst···rmined not to succumb to 

any pressures which would disrupt the unity nf the 

Third l7orld. Eff0rtr: are bein ,:s made -co achieve viable 

solutions in thE: lo.rgar context nf th,~ problem of 

commodity pric0s in r2latinn to th9 pric,:s of 

industrial products. The Uni ti:>d Nations certainly 

has to shoulder a r;:;sponsibility in this fif:ld • 

• • 2~ ••• 
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We have warmly supported the initiative taken by Algeria 

to have the probl0m discuJsad in a global, and not a 

parochial, perspective. The issues, though seemingly 

economic, are political in the deepest sense. But given 

an attitude of mutual understanding and accommodation, 

the apparently conflicting intcr~sts of the various groups 

of countries can be reconciled. We must all pool our 

endeavours towards that objective. 

( 11} 

Dear Brothers: 

As we meet here today, I find it necessary 

that we should clearly set forth hot only our attitudes 

to the issues of th~ day but also the bases of Muslim 

unity. There are certain features of our aim and purpose 

w h i ch 1 re not ye t c l e a r 1 y I) e r c e i v e d by th,, re s t o f the 

world. These must be stressed if an understanding of 

the Muslim world is to be promoted in the rest of the 

human race. 

First, we repudiate chauvinism as much as we 

reject alien dominance. This repudiation arises not only 

from our recognition of the realities of time and 

space but from the very spirit and temp~r of Islam. 

As there is an arrogance of power, so also can there 

be an arrogance of belief. Our religion warns us 

severely against cTtY conceit which would breed the 

delusion that we are the chosen people and we enjoy 

an immunity from the operation of the forces that 

shape the destinies of mankind. 

Secondly, our vocation as Muslims is not to 

harbour hostility aguin:;t (,th. r human communities, 

•• 23 ••• 
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East or· West, North or South, but to so conduct 

ourselves that we can help build bridges of 

communication and sympathy b8tween one set of nations 

and another. ,,e draw our inspiration from the Holy Quran 

( and I quote) 

"Say: To Allah belong both East and l-iest: 
He guidath whom He ~ill to a straight path. 
Thus wa have appointed you a midmo3t nation 
that you might be witnesses over th~ nations 
and ths Apostl~ a witness over yourselv~s". 

In being callad the midmost nation or the People of the 

Middle, Wd a:-:--.: chargL-d us v:J.i.:1 "::1.:: mission of m~diating 

conflicts, spurning the doctrines of bigotry and hate, 

trampling underfoot the myths of racial or cultural 

superiority and ~ranslating into social terms the concepts 

of marcy and beneficence which constitute the core of 

our faith. 

The concept of the P~ople of the Middle is 

suggestivt:' also of a new synthesis •. Throt•gh a 

conventional opposition, the East has been considered 

as spiritual and contemplative and the West materialistic 

and pragmatic. Islam rejects such dichotomies. The 

-Muslim accepts both worlds, the spiritual and the material. 

What he tries to do is to find the reserves of 

spirituality, the respect for human personality and the 

sense of what is sacred in a11 cultural traditions, which 

could serve to fashi~n a new type of man. His aim is 

more than the mere mastery of nature. If he is a true 

Muslim, he is at once Eastern and Western, materialistic 

and spiritual, a man of enterprise as well as of grace. 

Thirdly, it is inherent in our purpose that we 

promote, rather than subvert, the solidarity of the 

Third world. This solidarity is based on human and 
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not on ethnic factors. The distinctions of race are 

anathema to Islam but a kinship of suffering and 

struggle appeals to a religion which has always battled 

against oppression and sought to establish justice. This 

solidarity reflects a similarity of the historic 

experience of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 

Ame£ica. They have suffered the same injustices, born~ 

the same travail and arc engaged in the same struggle. 

Theirs is a solidarity of the forces that seek to combat 

exploitation, end the disparti~s in mankind's lot and 

reclaim the inheritence of its majority. 

It may Well be that, in the cause of the Third 

World, and in humanity's struggle towards a bal~nced world 

order, we, the Muslims, are now being called upon to play 

a central role, 

I must, in this context, refer to a certain 

ambivelance in our Muslim minds about the role of 

nationalism in Islam and its compatibility with the 

establishment of an Islamic community, Let us face it 

that there has been some unc,rtainty on this issue, t:e 

have several nationalisms among us, Arab and non-Arab, 

all equally vigorous and vibrant with aspirations. All 

these nationalisms constitute our responses to the 

historic situation that we have confronted in our 

different geographical locations. Nationalism as the 

motive force of a people's liberation, nationalism as 

an agent of a people's consolidation, nationalism as a 

propeller of social and economic progress is a powerful 

force which we will do nothing to weaken, Furthermore, 

nationalism is a nectssary tributary to the broad 

stream of human cultur~. It takes a full understanding 

of one's own country, of its history and language and 
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Fateh Point A
rch

ive
s

traditions to develop an understanding of other countri~s, 

of their inner lifa and of our relations with them. Islam 

provides both the spirit and th~ technique of such a 

mutuality. Patriotism and loyalty to Islam can thus be 

fused into a transcendent harmony. As Muslims, we can 

rise higher than our nationalism, without damaging or 

destroying it. 

But we have studied the history of Europe and we 

cannot refuse to profit from its ~xperience. Nationalism 

as a breeder of di~~ord and as an agent of un rammeled 
j 

egoism has brought untold sorrow to the Western peoples. 

It has limited mankind's horizons, constricted its 

sympathies, it has spawned wars. Its history is soaked 

in blood. Not we, the Muslims, alone, but all peoples of 

the Third World must despise that kind of nationalism. 

Without, therefore, visualizing th~ establishment of a 

supra-national entity which would stifle the positive 

aspects of nationalism, our grouping together can have no 

meaning if it does not help us to avoid the perils to which 

Europe laid prone for nearly ~our hundred years. It is 

inevitable that, in the course of human events, we, as 

nation-states, will sometimes have differences between 

ourselves. Nothing would be more chimerical than the 

notion that such differences can be eliminated overnight. 

But the important thing is our resolve that we shall not 

let these differences ever be so magnified as to impel one 

Muslim nation to go to war with another or interfere in 

its internal affairs. 

In an age when no nation can sustain its insularity, 

at a time when communications and economic forces are 

serving to promote larger groupings of nations and 
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countricls, we owe no apology for the reassertion of tha 

common affinities amongst th~ countries of th~ Muslim 

world. 

(12) 

Your Majesties, Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, 

I have ventured to set forth some basic viewpoints 

of the Islamic Community which, I believe, are beyond 

controversy among us. As we proceed to our discussions, 

we have to bear in mind that it would be unrealistic to 

expect a complete identity of approach and emphasis 

among thirty six sovereign states. Each state represented 

here works under compulsions which cannot be precisely the 

same as those felt by another. But while we can differ on 

points of stress and on tactics, I believe we will all hold 

fast to a unity of purpose and aim. We can say without 

exaggeration that our purpose is unsullied by any thoughts 

of aggrandizement. We can say with confidence that our 

aim is to promote justice and equillibrium. Our unity 

is not directed against any creed, religious or secular. 

It is no~ nourished by hate or rancour. Its drive and 

force is a passion for justice. 

This Conference must awaken the world's 

appreciation of the fact that the Arab cause is the cause 

of all countries, small and large, which oppose aggression 

and will not suffer the use of force to b2 rewarded 

by territory. 

This Conference must drive ·home to the world that 

the cause of the people of PalestinG is the cause of 

all those who believe in the right of a peoplu to 

determine its own destiny. 
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This Conference must indelibly impr~ss, indeed 

brand, on the consciousness of humQnity that we will not 

permit the spiritual vocation of J~rusalem to b~ subjected 

to the fortunes of war. 

This conference must herald the coming of an era 

of fruitful economic cooperation among the developing 

countries for their common b~nefit. 

Thus, this Conferenr.e will contribute towards a 

covenant of peace in the torm~nted lands of the Middle 

East. It will also, I hope, initiate the.processes which 

will result ~n strengthening th~ economic, social and 

cultural enterprises of the Muslim peoples. 

(13) 

Dear Brothers: 

As I survey this splcnd2d gath2ring, I recall that 

as a young student twenty-six years ago, I was ask~d to 

address the student body of a University, almost wholly 

non-Musl{m, on the Islamic H~~itage. After making a 

youthful attempt at defining it, I spok~ of Muslim unity 

against exploitation and Muslim revival and sketched a 

plan for a Muslim commonwealth. I ventured to predict 

that a movement in this direction would take shape in the 

next twenty years. 

There have been periods in my life when, like all 

of us, I have been assailed by doubts whether this vision 

of mine would b~ fulfilled. Today, despite all 

difficulties in our path, I bow my head in gratitude to 

Allah for making me witness to a scene which should 

dispel those doubts. 

..2s ... 
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I trust that we will not fritter away the 

historic opportunities now presented to us. For long 

centuries, we have hoped for a turning point. That 

turning point has arrived. The break of a new dawn is 

not now a forlorn hope. Poverty needs no longer be our 

portion. Humilitation needs no longer be our heritage. 

Ignorance needs no longer be the emblem of our identity. 

I cannot conclude better than with that sublime 

prayerful message which comes at the end of the longest 

chapter of the Holy Scripture:-

"Allah tasketh not a soul beyond its scope1 

"For it, that which it hath earned and against 
it that which it hath deserved; 

"Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget 
or fall into error; 

"Our Lord! Lay not on us such a burden as 
Thou didst lay upon those before us; 

"Our Lord! Impose not on us a burden 
greater than we have the strength to bear; 

"Absolve us and forgive us and have mercy 
on us; 

"Thou art our Protector, Grant us succour 
against those who reject Thee". 

·-·-·-·-· 




