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Situated on q sheltered channel of Phitti Creek,
Karachi, Port Muhammad
spring of 1978.
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PRIME MINISTER

ZULFIKAR ALI BHUTTO
SPEECH AT

FOUNDATION LAYING
CEREMONY OF

PORT MUHAMMAD BIN QASIM

August 5, 1976



The text of address by Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto at the foundation stone laying ceremony of
Port Muhammad Bin Qasim on Phitti Creek near
Pipri, some 50 Kilometres east of Karachi, on
August 5, 1976.

Mr. Governor, Mr. Minister for Communications,
Your Excellencies and Honoured Guests and Workers :

I take pleasure in being here today and in associating myself with
the workers, technicians, ecngineers, designers and managers who have
brought Port Muhammad Bin Qasim to its first phase of construction.

For over two decades the building of a second major deep-water port
to service the pressing needs of trade and industry, and other traffic, of the
whole of Pakistan has grown from an idea to a plan and now to a project
that has arrived at the stage of construction. I take pride in the con-
tribution made by the People’s Government in promoting and implementing
this project which is a vital segment in the infrastructure needed for the
economic development of the country. The Port of Karachi has served the
Nation well, and it will continue to do so, but its heavy burden will, in the
near future, be shared by the new Port.

This should be welcome news not only to all of Pakistan but ta the
international mercantile community which trades with us, and for all thosc
who use our seaports for the good of their economies as we do for ours.

NEED FOR ALTERNATIVE DEEP-WATER PORT
The need for a second major deep-water port has long been felt in

Pakistan. The People’s Government, as soon as it could, took decisions and
translated them into reality to relieve the growing congestion at the Port of
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A landmark of the new Por Qasim  would be an impressive monument
commemorating the landing in early 8ih century A.D. of the first army of
Islam in South Asiq at Daibul, noy far from the present site of the Port. Thi

ceremony
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Karachi. As a short-term measure, new berths were added (o handle the
increasing number of ships which came (o Karachi’s Harbour to discharge

exchange earnings. But, obviously, this was not a permanent solution, and
we, therefore, established the Port Qasim Authority to advise the Govern-
ment on the location of the new Port, on its design and to supervise its
construction. T am gratified that the Port Qasim Authority has au!uitted
itself well in completing the first two of its tasks.

The Minister for Communications made a reference just now to what
I said, at the start of the construction of the Karachi Steei Mill, about
the role of Port Qasim in our national development. The Federal Govern-
ment’s decision to build the Karachi Steel Mil] and Port Qasim was anchored
firmly in our national development plans. Their priorities were based on
our assessment that no self-sustaining industrialisation or mechanisation of
farming could move forward without indigenous production of iron and steel,
and also on our inter-linked appraisement that we should considerably
exXpand and improve oyr communicafions and our distributive mechanism,

Without adding to (he capacity of our Seaports and airports, and
modernising their equipment, we cannot €xpect a greater frequency of ship
sailings and airplane take-offs, Qur objective in building Port Qasim is to
reduce turn-around time for carriers coming to and going from Pakistan
to increase the frequency of their calls and attract new ships.

efficiency of shipping services is fully recognised by the Government which
is also providing for Proportionate development of oy rail and joad
systems. With this parallel expansion the Government feels that it will now
be able o accomplish an important social purpose of jts development efforts
in the country’s industrial and agricultural sectors,

PROGRESS wWiITH SOCIAL JUSTICE

This very !mportant purpose | speak of is social justice, the achieve.
of which will be helped by an evenly balanced distributive system. [t
is this consi i

deration that has determined our policy for developing a workable
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S informe us that oyr Entrepoy
ee-fold increage Within 4 decade, This js evidence

use of the means ang Tesources a¢ our disposa]. It s because we are
accountable o the People that we take every Opportunity ¢, tell them what
we are doing ang what are the problemg involyed in nationg) Teconstruction
and development.

This development, Whether j¢ takes place in any part of the Frontier
Province o aluchistan, in the Plains of Punjap o Sind o any part of
our coast, js ap inter-linkeq and integrateqd effort, Ssterday I [ig the
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Foundation Stone of the Pakistan Marine Academy. With Port Qasim'in
operation, the national shipping industry wil €xpand and the Maripe

Once Port Qasim s jp operation it shoulq be a boon for interna-
tional trade and shipping, Insha-AHah, within 20 months from today, Port
Qasim should be operational and receive jtg first cargo vessel. With that

the pressure on Karachi Por¢ will begin to €ase and its chropjc congestion
which has caysed Substantial jogges to the nationa] economy in genera]

and to the shipping industry in particular, wijj] begin to dissipate,

I would like ¢, take this Opportunity of publicly thanking the Govern-
ments of Canada, United Kingdom, France, Federal Republic of Germany,
Japan ang Belgium whose CO-operation at ope Stage or another has con-
tributed to the development of the Port Qasim Project.
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