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URDU
PAKISTAN VERNACULAR LANGUAGES

A History of Tragedy of Education and Language Failure
Thirty Years Accountabilily

Sayid Ghulam Mustafa Shah

I

Having declared Pakistan vernaculars as poor men's and slave people’s
languages deserving no support and effort and expected to disappear
in the process of neglect and inferiority, we equally failed during these
thirty years to establish, revitalise and acclamatise Urdu in Pakistan. All
schemes and programmes of government to make ita national language
of Pakistan in spirit and content proved an eye-wash and a hoax. Domi-
nance of elements which had no affinity or commitment to Pakistan destro-
yed all hopes and expectations of its usefulness and blessings. Many a times
it looked as if a ruse was played to strengthen English and more seriously
to keep Pakistan’s indigenous society and Pakistan national language not
only apart but antagonistic. The whip of Islam was used to lash the
vernaculars of Pakistan. Today we know what this tashing of our mother
fongues has brought on us, the scars are leaving nothing buf bitterness in
our country and its polity. Wein our sincerity but myopia never thought
Urdu will be used as a lashing rod for our anguish and humiliation. Best
of our men and minds had warned us of the consequences of having
Urdu_as a national language—the Agha Khan, Dr. Daudpota Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, Moulana Obedullah Ghulam Rasool Mahar, Shai ul
Majeed; Professor Khayat, Dr. Bagar, - Moutana-Abdul Qader last “but not
the Teast Dr. Tgbal himself. —g )

Urdu has become a trick of politicians and economic aggressors.
A language of superficial liaison was expected to inspire allegiance of the
indigenous masses of Pakistan—an impossibility and an unnatural attempt.
We iauncﬁ?d it with gusto but Urdu has literally aborted in our society. In
Pakistan except by the Punjab bureaucracy, printers and publishers and
other vested interests Urdu has been rejected by all the provinces as the
final and ultimate aim of their Socio-educational policy. In the Punjab
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also it is the bureaucracy which is holding Urdu as an intrument of its
aggrandisement. In actual fact Urdu is the best means of keeping the
masses of the Punjab ignorant and isolated from its soil and infusing an
inferiority complex in its populace and obtaining their obedience and
exploiting them politically. -

For the bureaucrats of the Punjab the english man has always been
the vice-regent of God on earth. They must hate their own history
culture, traditions, land, dress and language. They must corrupt their names
to give the impression of english. Colonial English standards of life, man-
ners and governance were absolute norms and examples for them. They
::a:xt;?o?ing ;t):l:;lgdPEnglti,gh lanhguage to rule Punjab and Pakistan—Urdu

0 unjabi to ¢ i i
e Pakijstan. eat their own people, and in turn the rest

~ We hardly come across a more glaring instance of sociological
;radlcuons and confusion anywhere else in the world. We wish thg; Pu;?:b
d}xrcaucra.cy could forego and forget hyocrisy and ideas of economic aggran-
f1it:mentf and switch over to Punjabi to harmonise the life, the spirit and the
itl; L;t:c 0 ttie P:lnjab society, already so eaten perforated and hollowed by
&0 t:n%.:tl: til:'lr geigg. ]ec:lt;gn;l; t<%lxspa.r1t1es and infirmities. Even today in
the »,and 1n the secretariats at Lahore and Islamabad
it is not urdu but Punjabi which is the common lan 5

: C | age of co
and in colloquial use—then why this hypocrisy of ﬁnue gnationalnl:ir;alggg

It is a rude and painful realisation i i

g of Pakistan’s national t
o v made ot vl oo s 300 v

ported and accepted a ton, forei

genus of the people of Pakistan and declared ol I oo Th
worse still equated it with pattiotiom eclared it a national language, and
: v C and nationalism but 1
;‘;S(;‘I‘;ng?tpag; taopp‘;'vﬂslon, subjection and fooling of uth(lels egéitgeaxsmzlsl
ttones and slovn}ﬂ e have been cowardly in our approach to our mother
sesnlt 5 il enly 1n our approach to our national language and th
ot temcyl i deterioration in educational process and stalfdard g
i fal?i::l t ?atlon of the whole nation. It is an insidious and an lfn? n
Nizam-e-Mustgfao carrl;ggt aa%irtm g;a! e Ll Al out o abg;;
policies from 1949 to 1979 have bch]:plig(‘;?é & e .

educational policy is nothin >
thing but a national t
;:g e&vhg have they achieved during the last l;?feggérswzlft lLa:e we got
¢ socalled educational policy? G3Ave; trum.

tradition of learni i
In our country. Instruction has been c%g:g;;léte;;h:aﬁg-

we are passing and promoting
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students on inadequate completion of courses, insufficient laboratory
experimentation, non-existent student guidance and mad scrambling for
certificates and degrees in a way and in a manner of which we have no

precedent in our history.

Had the infalliable bloated and atrocious Punjab bureaucracy served
its own mother tongue, Urdu would never have been declared our
national language and we could not have gone through the sociological
pangs of pain and perversion and stood in such early and imperative need
for reassessment of our decision. Even after thirty years let us have
the honesty and courage to confess and declare that we have failed in
the principle, in the effort and the processes of establishing socio-educa-
tional balances and harmony through our national language. In these
thirty years we have paid a heavy price in terms of our polity, and if
we pursue it as a medium of instruction we shall have prescribed per-
manent degradation of Pakistans indigenous society and rendered it
aimless and stagnant and putrescent.

When we prescribed Urdu as a National language it was merely meant

to be a langua akistan’s provinces ana

a5 Teans of interprovincial contact.  In fact Urdu had fallen in our
estimation and reckoning after we accepted Bangla as a national language.
We had thus given national status to a provincial language and it would
have been in the fitness of things to have declared all the West Pakistan
languages as national languages alongwith Bangla. Here we became victims
of the highhandedness of the Punjab bureaucracy and other vested interests
in Urdu in which we need not go at present. The cruel wrongs which flowed
from and followed this decision have their own pathetic history.

Most certainly it was never conceived thatunder our socio-cultural
conditions Urdu as a national language could be anything but a temporary
expediency. Under our present conditions it was never conceived that
Urdu would be a medium of instruction at all the stages of education.
Urdu was meant to be only a simple language of study. It would have
sounded so ridiculous and preposterous to give it a status other then this.
Even during the last thirty years we have not made Urdu grow into a
language of science, philosophy, technology, economics and commerce.
Urdu has only helped its protogonists to fill their pockets and coffers.
It has been maintained only as a language of incendiary journalism, abject
romance, political invective, social poison and economic aggrandisement.

Urdu had its beginnings in degenerating Mughal imperialism, its deve-
lopment, recognition and advance in the days of British imperialism,
and has had spasmodic ascendency in abnormal and unfortunate political
conditions in Pakistan. It is amazing how far and distant the people of
Pakistan and the governments of Pakistan have been.
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It is an injustice to Pakistan to find Dr. Ishtiague Husain Quresh;
put in charge of the ordering and regulation of Pakistan’s educationat,
economic and language problems and policies A more unwelcome and
ominous decision could not have been taken. We have known Dr.
Qureshi for the last thirty years so closely and intimately and workeq
with him as colleagues. We know the working of his mind and the
methods of his approach, His intellcetual and ideological obtuseness js
proverbial. We recognise his scholarship as a historian but we have alsq
before us his performance as a Minister and as an educationist. We are
afraid in this regard we are being directly put in line of the hazardous
and deadly policies of Liaquat Ali Khan which were the foundation
of Pakistan’s misfortunes. Di. Qureshi we hold responsible for the
failure of all the efforts of government to make Urdu a real national
language of Pakistan. He is responsible for the ignominus progress of
these programmes and for the proliferation of pseudo-literary bodies in
the name of Urdu which have done us all the socio-political and educational
harm we have seen. He h joyed a position of privilege, preferment and
D L of Pakistan. He is the
one man who has been an agency for the injecion of everything Un-Pakistanj
in_Pakistan’s socio-cultural and political life. His dominande and inter-
ference will set the clock back i Pakistan’s socio-cultural policy by thirty

years.

Let the Matial Law administration beware before it i
We have still to come across a scholar and an educatior:istlt); siné?goenlg:;'
Pakistan, or one from amongst the immigrants from India with perma-
nent attachment and commitment to Pakistan’s soil, who holds Dr Qureshi
1l any esteem in eaucation and language policies. He is perhaps .the m l
distrusted and suspected man and scholar of this country. The se:riousm(e)ssst
f Dr. Qureshi’s phenomenon ] d_from the fact that he is a

member o ahrike-Istiglal, and a disciple o audoodi, a progeny of
Mﬂﬂﬂnﬂw C I The United Etates d d
Martial Administration, = D D ehvse 1o

He belongs to that section of our
1 e _ our people who most i 3
engaged in surreptitiously sapping and insidiously gnawing the ?53‘33:335

of the institutions, traditi Lot
of Pakistan, ions and languages of the indigenous people

We are positive he is oo i
; gomg to preside on the liquidati
hopes of education and of our socio-logical harmonl;'qﬁl:a?ttllloz:g i?;giit

are aware of his connections j i
. ¢ ons in and outside
cg;i)ggé?sgizsand ;hudder to think what hot-bed of intrigue contradict;
e han confusion he js going to leave in his trail Y o
g put incharge of the educational and language prob{:lm:s lgtt.Pgukirs?m
an

indigenous people of
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Pakistan. He is a real person-a non grata among the teachers, educationists
and scholars of indigenous Pakistan and among immigrant scholars who
have no intention of abandoning and scuttling Pakistan. Dr. Qureshi will
manage to undo what governments of Pakistan are committed to do, and
so he will advise on and introduce measures which will affect and shake
the foundations of this country. Let us beware of such men before it

is too late. (1)

In earlier articles we had explained what kinds of intellectual and
literary tendencies we have noticed in Pakistan during the last thirty years.
We had proved and demonstrated that in the literature of our national
language there was everything silly and foreign except the land and the
people of Pakistan. We had proved why in Pakistan we had no stalwart
writers scholars and writers in Urdu. Let us not forget that one has to
belong and to love the soil and the surroundings of one’s country before
one could produce national literature. There is no national literature
without national knowledge and information and without commitment and

affinity to the soil.

Agriculture is the base of our culture and national economy and the
foundation of all our socio-economic policies. Soil, agriculture and the
indigenous people form the foundation of national culture, patriotic
emotions and basic nobility. There is no national literature without its
being literature of the soil and the indigenous people.

But what do we see and get in Pakistan—tremendous bias for poetry,
romance, invective and amorous filth. Barring a few astray instances of
religious poetry and taranas there is no national poetry in Urdu. Except
for few writings of such a nature, including religious recketeering the
whole Urdu writing smells and sounds pornography and obscenity. What
we get are followers of D.H. Lawrence, Hemmingway, Sommerset Maugham,
Maupassaunt, Freud and erotic and exhibitionist portrayal and piquant

(1) am reminded of a very interesting incident in my life. Shamsul Ullema
Dr. U.M. Daudpotta and I went to see Mr. Fazlur Rehman, the first Education
Minister of Pakistan. During the course of our conversation Mr. Fazlur
Rehman with a certain amount of pride and gusto said “I have brought a man
who was my teacher as the first educational advisor of Pakistan.”” Dr. Daud-
potta in his proverbial candour and forthrightness, opened his eyes and held
the Minister in his gaze, smiled sarcastically and said *“Mr. Minister, Pir
Illahi Baksh our Education Minister brought his teacher from Aligarh as
Vice-Chancellor of Sind University and he ruined that institution; now you
have brought your teacher and I am certain he is going to ruin the education
of Pakistan. What else can we expect from pupils kike you and teachers
like them.” Mr. Fazlur Rehman collapsed and looked bewildered. I was stunned,
whereas Dr. Daudpotta sat in perfect ease, peace and equanimity. There was
not much to talk about now and we left.
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parade. For God’s sake is this the stuff and calibre with which we want
to jump for medium of instruction. Ignorant men incharge of our destinie
in huff and in blunderbuss can never see beyond the tips of their nosesS
We wonder how long we shall continue to put premium on ignorance
propaganda and fear. It is a fact of history that till the beginning of th
::ﬁiactaefcrgl: centur;;‘ lIlJrcliu was rggarded as a mean barberous and an un?
ongue of harlots '
e useg‘;n iy , panderers and soldiers unfit for respectable and

In the field of science, technology and high academic endeav
- - n’ o
research even in humanities the place of English today is recognlilsl;tsda;ll(}
{)Ive_r the world. Even Holland, _France, Germany, Japan and the Soviet
% n.!ont,’l China and Saudi Arabia have not only accepted English as a
esirable optional language of study but also as a compulsory° lan
requiring a certain advanced proficiency. S

In the Indo-Pakistan societ i
4 y English has not only been a
;vgltjzgﬁlg.:ﬁztg:lsﬁn:sa psef;lxlllt sull)jecfj of intellectuz)lll effort SI;?;(;; iﬁg
ocio-cultural and economic phe ;
need. It not only permeates but pervad e g et
B ) pempates by pervades our entire daily life and social
. quired permanent place in all the indi
%ﬂﬁ%ﬁa&%ﬁdﬁ% h%(})l tranfllauor(li or h:xtra effort to explain t%ii;ngeg:g&?
words and phrases have literally bec {
ggirncftlyo;‘mtihia\s/ocabu}a_ry of our vernaculars and thusybccon(::tn :. %a(;‘xtldand
e sy aquisition of knowledge and proficiency in work. Ext V4
i rc:ln purity of Urdu and absurd and ridiculous insista Fr
L il (1) ydto _create hurdles and impediments in the Comor
e eﬁ‘ectivg; egse ?—Fer t:hen' _\;gmaﬁulars to equally grow to maturity sgiy ?rt;
] ¢ - Here positive hypocrisy is leadin i y oo
sociological con fusion and to political nihilism fnltjis I:)%fxur;g{?g;ual R

thematics, economics
and process of time,
rporate and use engl

» geography and
We can move more
ish words in Sindhi
us languages. For Sind to z;.cctee;thni)}:dgg aasng

- Wear ot PuC Tetters to

inStruction i S~
S 0. Misfo m‘ hi eally developed indi%en;l;s
an ami

rld.

P ST
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It istoday spoken and written by more people than the Danes, the
the Icelanders, the Norwegians, the Finns, the Singhalese and the Bur-
mese. It has a solid base of thousands of years and a literary base of

centuries.

If we are honest to ourselves Urdu lost its status and significance and
meaning a § 4 nationat tanguage Whh‘tmﬁ“oTWﬁﬁg
destroyed Quaid-e-Azam’s Pakistan and having satisfied ourselves with
Yahya Khan's Pakistan, even the utilitarian base for Urdu was knocked
out. In this new Pakistan we should have done some rethinking about our
n_aﬁénarlaﬁguagﬂhutto"fmmn—ﬁls political expediency and Punjab
pressure of wested interests, We should have done some rethinking on the
socio-cultural ordering and design of Pakistan with indigenous institutions
deserving our most serious thought, effort and application. Today we
should have all our four indigenous languages, and our four nationalities
and provinces individually and independently deciding the policies principles
and processes of EdiéaTﬁ)"ﬁarIﬁd_SUClbiculmrai—changr—’—. e

A generality of our immigrant population sesms to be entirely con-
ditioned by inveterate agitational and fissiperous politics and economic
aggr-a-ndisement. They have no interest in any other aspect of national and
indigenous life of Pakistan. They are better informed of India and the
world than of Pakistan. Their knowledge of and interest in Pakistan is
only skin desp—they carry dual natiomality and double pass ports, entirely,

emotionally and economically aloof.

been admitted and imported for citizenship “affowed-settlement people
“Who are proving perhaps fhe most unassimilable Tot and who are thwarting
the development, growth and consolidation of —mationalism.

They are §1’ven to rumour mongering to carrying tales, and publishing
fabrications and lies eseyears they have specia 0 i cing
fank commotionalists, confabulotors, clowns and courtiers. In peace, har-
mony and democracy they see the citadels of their vested interests and mono-
polies shaking, tottering and crumbling. They cannot countenance and
bear the peaccful and natural harmonious socio-cultural development of
Pakistan. To fish in troubled waters is part of their life in Pakistan. Their
Indian association and nostalgism makes them unreliable citizens ©

akistan, complete ng nity and €O i i

ifs indigenous peoplé and their traditions. DT,
and handy agency in this regard.

11,
Qureshi is a serviceable

Any amount of harm was done to us by making education a concur-
rent subject in the constitution of 1973. This is an intrigue against the

Wwﬂl\g any health and sfrength of the natiofr-~
[sm and Urdu have been favourite and ubiquitous lashing rods of uf=

representative governments against us. We are afraid. the social and poli-
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tical nostrums of unrepresentative governments and injusti inori
s o . ! jJustices to mino
nationalities have exposed Pakistan to the imputation of untcnabih'ty.rlty

Education and court language have never been within t
of definition and prescription regulation and enforcement by thgeces:?raj
government of India through out history. The British were always cautious
hasitant and perspicacious in interfering with the cultural patterns of
solid and historical foundations and of wide and deep recognition. T
no constitution of Pakistan before 1973 the central government was za.llo;vefj1
tohpt_xctalxts fingures into the educational pie. Socio-cultural, economic and
political strength and destinies of Pakistan‘s geographical nationalities w
intrinsically involved and at stake in our policies and programmeser?‘
lang;agga and education. We cannot eliminate nationalities. We sh 3]
mer zatc r;n nc?ﬁ:;v:ge angtplzll;tlerate ourselves. We shall merely introdu?:e
aggra d national uncertainties. By pursui i
la%guaegﬁcpo,hcxcs and educational programmes vzz al.)rc c?elrilge::t‘lv l;lgOt'th
and weakening Pakistan society and polity. AR

By accepting Urdu as our Natio
: nal language we should h i
cmate;irs tl;:d h;)é;:lrss ofg‘ the ascendency of un-Pakistan traditions insat‘i’fut‘ilgn-
mann ] of etiquette. By creating horrendous gulf in our im?if

Every unrepresentati
fiddli A sentative government in Paki
B Mmook o e e
{ 1 attachment and alleg; nd: Severy:
b I egia
oy e 5, 20 Al o o s s
. 1 national-

ism we have tried to dest

mutilati troy the memories of men, :

facts ofonhi::ﬂd blackmail ruined the sanctity o?‘n bPrunmg, i aon,
ory, sociology and geography 0oks, traditions and

of this cruelt s mischief and

publishing intolerance, hatrag. o
1 3 . a ’ h
In our imagination and hogg we :;::li! pos—we are vor
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inquisition in history has murdered series of generations of youth and
communities of the world. Let us not draw a sadistic' satisfaction from the
murder of truth, infellect and soul. Literary and intellectural inquisition
is intransically not only a poison for our nationalism and humanity but
the real danger to our very socio-political existence. Let the mullah and
the myopic beware. We are afraid we see thoroughly vile and peurile attempts
being made at the expurgation of text books of truth, history and facts
of life, provoked and propelled by pure ignorance, positive prejudice and

plagiarism.

Pakistan is the only country of the world in which the indigenous
languages and their literatures are considered and declared lowly and foreign
in their own soil when actually they should be taken as their strength and
solid foundation of growth. They are dubbed useless and relegated to the
limbo of oblivion and neglect and abused and called folk literature and folk
languages. The music and the traditions of the indigenous people are
termed as folk music and folk traditions. Any thing connected with
and associated with our people is parochialism and provincialism. What
an irony of fate, that which should be the pride of our people is now called
the trait of their degradation. Let it be proclaimed and known that if in
Pakistan Pushto, Punjabi, Baluchi and Sindhi are not National there is
nothing else national Teft in this country. We should Iike to take away
from remegates the right 1o condemn us and destroy what is the noblest
the sweetest and the most loveable in our land. We are fade up of this
folkism in our native land, of the mean status to our traditions, tongues
institutions and emotions. Any thing belonging to the people and the soil
of Pakistan is parochial and fissiperous, but everything foreign and exotic
is patriotic and Islamic!

This folkism is nothing but slow poison to our indigenous people and
their traditions. What an arrogance what an affrontry. What belongs
to us is lowly and forgetable folkism, which is taken in common parlance
to be tantamount to rusticism barbarism, hill-billyism crudism, medievalism,
anti-deluvianism, absoletism, redundant and ignorable—needing no effort,
love and respect. What a shame that we stand all this with not only im-

pudicity but with impunity.

Strange are the orders of fate that which we should love and develop
and make a part of our existence and permanent pride we are expected to
hate and forget. There is no folkism about Pathans, Punjabis, Sindhi and
Baluchis. They are nationalism pure and par-excellent.

After a laps of thiry years and having seen what we have gone
through we are beginning to see Urdu as a conspirisy against the indige-
nous people of Pakistan. Urdu has made intellectual, social and moral
and political adventurism in Pakistan not only possible but a fact and
tragedy of life. Urdu has made the intrusion of Indian ideas and
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dominance possible. We have allowed free field for the uncommitted
and the volatile to prosper and galore. We have unwittingly ignored
indigenous ideas, standards, traditions and institutions and subjected our
indigenous people to ridicule, and allowed everything of indigenous
Pakistan to ossify and disappear. Somehow the two aspects of our national
life to which we should have given a profound prolonged and serious
thought but followed them in an emotional huff, were the issues of
education and national language in the context of the socio-cultural
milicu which we had inherited and we wanted to shape and advance
Our thoughtlessness has landed us in this obnoxious quagmire. Education
in the sub-continent has had a history and development of its own
Without going at great length into the course of this development in
the nineteenth century we shall briefly confine ourselves to the twenticth.

_ The British by 1909 had realised the tenderness and the delicacy of
the issue of education and language in India. They wanted to spare head-
ache to themselves and keep away from being involved in basic sociological
problems. They wanted minimum financial commitment and administrative
myolyement in education. In the name of self-help and self-reliance the
wanted to be free from all encumberances on their imperial ideas an'gl’
principles of government. Education became a transferred subject in 1919
gmd a provincial subject in 1935. In 1947 we were at once taken by a
jolt and a shock. In the multiplicity of the problems of the partition of Ingia
in our mdnffere_nce and in our characteristic foolishness and short-sighted-’
ness to our basic sociological issues, like education and language, we applied
;}:le;, ;:as;nacholt)x:]:i ;t; thought anctl) leﬂ;lc;x(';, as if things will take care of l;'gem-

I n was established. All the problems and matt
automatically and peacefully grow, move and ad e
choice and to our satisfaction and’ advant T;'lance e s
and the expediency and urgency of adminii%reétiv : dommanc_e & e

ex] . t e and
::g :l;zixlll-mt%qtlons of the new bureaucracy relegated eéiu[::zrtlgil Il,;.ggx(;m;
oniae nfb 11'1‘0f ems and their thu;kmg in the far background a;1d evcng
0 of neglect. Our society and Education became victims gfl'

driff and carefree tho St Xy
in-education: ught and application resulting in the present chaos

of uti'll;th)? hiﬁ;te:ihetﬁme O independence began to be governed by principles
applicati(;n o 1ale economic benefit, less strenuous mental and p 1
every aspect gf cﬁiacat\teg exnuberance, and dishonest ideology. We allmon:i

Lo float and swing without bothering to g{ve our sg‘c‘ﬁf,-

every tomorrow. Political dish i
Suy u aimony chicaner -fooli
without!gf;aisdegi aan% bega._n to bring abundant tirﬁggr:tom fo_olmg e
nd realisation and consciousness of th‘c-:yffalxlrle ag(:)cfgoﬁt
rcus-
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sions and the resultant tragedy. Those who governed us were cither
intellectual pygmies and perverts and morally dishonest imbeciles or hear-
tless men who only knew how to cheat with slogans.

We often come across specious arguments from the ignorant and
the prejudiced presenting us with untenable analysis of various countries
of the world forgetting that Pakistan was a peculiar phenomenon. In no
country of the world a non-indigenous language and its traditions have been
accepted and prescribed as national and exclusive. It is always one of the
indigenous languages or all the indigenous languages which have been
given national status. Switzerland, Canada, Finland, China, Union Soviet

and India are moot countries to help.

Let us face our issues and problems honestly and squarely. Any amount
of closing of our eyes to realities and running away from truth is not going
to help us. We have lost thirty years and more we cannot afford to lose.
Realistic and tangible thinking has to be done. By pursuing our present
policies we could predict worse in store. What dreams we started, with
what destination we are heading for and we wonder what destiny awaits
us. Our past does not leave much scope for hope. It is a tragedy that in
Pakistan from its very inception, in our simplicity, honesty and generosity,
we have permitted, tolerated and accepted unnatural elements and foreign
anitbodies which have given us nothing but sociological abberation, usuper-
natural and devilish complications the very delimma of our existence, and
the problems of our very survival as a nation.

“As long as it is controlled by the people, we have mever been afraid _of
government but we have never wanted to see it contt_‘ql us. We think
that our gevernment should be open, compeient and sensitive to our needs,

ideals and aspirations.’
President Carter.

You look wise. Pray correct that error.
Charles Ramb
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MUSIC COMPOSITIONS OF
SHAH LATIF"®

Tirathdas Hotchand Wadhwani

velopment of man and art, tradition, inheritance, environ-
y:enttl,lc a:iseoc?a(:?on play a very important part. The Zz_lme piece of art
when taken in a different country takes a somewhat different shape..h
is more so in the case of music. Genius may be the same but the species
are different. The same piece of music is sung dlﬁ'prent_ly in dl_ﬁ'er.ent. places.
Rhythm or time measure is the soul of music. Time in music signifies the
measure by which it is regulated. The time of Sindhi music resembles
more or less the rhythm of Greece, Rome, and Iran, Rhythm is no other
than the poetical feet which forms the basis ‘of musical measure. The time
relations of music are affected both by the structure of the language
and by the method of versification which ult_lmgtely derives from it. In
Sind, words are set to music rather than music is set to words. Hebrew,
Arabic, Turkish and Afghan languages are considered to be harsh languages
and unfavourable to music becasue of the paucity of the vowels and
more abundance of consonants. Sindhi like Sanskrit has more of vowels
and therefore is sonorous beyond any doubt and is particularly adopted
to music. Sind has all along been a land of synthesis and the Sindhi lan-
guage having quite a different genius from that of Hebiew, Arabic,
Turkish, Afghan and other European languages, has not assimilated their
music to its musical system. The languages of the inyaders enriched no
doubt our vocabulary, ~ but they exercised a very neglibible influence on
the poetry and music of Sind. The influence of geographical contiguity
is always there, more so when the languages of the contiguous countries
are derived from the same stock from which also the Sindhi language
is dgrived: Therefore the Hindi, Punjabi, Gujrati, Kachchi, Marwari,
Kathiawari, and Brohi systems of music have left their impact on our

of poetical and musical compositions of Sind For ex
is of Gujrat and Sur Sorath of Khathiawar.

The Indian scale of music divides
or semitones. The Greeks who adopted
it into 24 semitones. This is illustrated

its octave into 22 srutis, intervals
their octave from Egypt divided

as under:-
o N2i Sz. Rge Ga Ma Pa Dha
ndian - : 2 4 4 3 22 semitones
Greek 2 4 4 2 4. 4 4 24 semitone;

*By the Courtesy of his sister Mrs Lila Harchandani 5

SIND QUARTERLY 13

i i to ascend by leaps and descend by
e hm’?‘ﬁn v((});zkh:;st:mt%(l#g% more leap tha.fl the Indigm in Re ?l’?adt
D | o esperiment of Sindhi Kaf made with Tndian Thumri showed that
ggaéinglﬁ ri’:lnt‘e:rvals are 24 likcfthosz or*itelxﬁi ﬁ(g;ﬁ;k Exas;ewegu::qcﬁippcd
experiment requires tc? be con 1r’me b;lSO o s
lqboratp}' y‘thel}r‘lfl:ree o{)gs?si&gpﬁ;(‘llﬂu};asSindhi music. If the expenm;:mt ﬁz
Slt'lon'f = 11 c'otn"rect then the old theory that Sindhi music is a pa.r}c: e
squmx <y fylndian system of music is exploded. When Orientalists fke
A dd and oihcrs are of the view that the Indian octave was m\lrlenh
Goloneish k‘aof the Indus, it is for the researchs to find out whet :5
2o barlll'bve influenced the Indian system or the latter has mﬁx(xienchis
S w?\l ‘ii Bux Baloch’s research that Shah,Abdul Latif made i
‘ri::w DIE c;mbjtl)r a ﬁvc-stringed instrument a..{:)peasrsi rtot hs:g{\cs(ﬂt hit::to)ét:\lre
i two semitone 3
madp e ;nz;l;e uxﬁcztt}:cezsdzggleggyd?\fidcd into 4 feet of matras, 1'3 }‘St}!\tm of 8
f;\uvl:?zf ?wo feet of 12 matiras and these can lend a variety of r ;

Chant Music

i : ic. In investigating the chant music of Shah
e aret.sfu\r:% ls[llxocttll?ln;(;]t“izl:e sight of theg fact that the Ve({)as, ltchco%ki)esxt'
Abdul o lf the world, were composed and chanted on the hrz:.]n ?_ of onr
o We shouid also keep in view the powcrful. rhythr do_ S
i lndus.d the musical intoning of the mosque that is ca.xt:ml:'l ! oi‘xite >
Lapﬁ%{l%g?diyn—the chant music of the mosque.de'l;?;lcrcgbllt‘ h(:z c;mlscl-dri%rers
i ich i i in a ru y ;
e _tl;)e T#)ﬁg I\gf‘pl;: :ss ;{;lg iﬁggfavourjte measure with lIliajé)utfc.:h I;i
o ter is plaintive simplicity. It is analogous to the I::So e
o cha.raﬁ more to the Normans. It is 1_nd1gen9us 'forml.l : T
pcrhaps s:{l f five rivers. The folklore of Hir Ranjha is stil sﬁgg iy
et P0 jabi in the Tuppa style which is also prevalent in R Sjpt e
P md 1ll(nlthia.wa.r The peculiarity of the Punjabi 7 upﬁa ; A
'Cu_tch a.nd i aom: stcl"eotyped musical mo§ie whereas lhe;l c a.;xi ;us o
Sindbi D }m re sung in the variety of musical modes of the \;'aKal S
el Kalyan, then the duhasunder the chapter o i yusician
e Sur'l;" satyhe same’scale of Sur Kalyan. The ‘c.elebl"atel nrlxcc s
ane Wltf “: d the Tuppa style in Kalyan by gl\{lngflt heegaelody £t
S ecSﬁah in Sind brought it withiq the ambit of t :d mform LS
gl He did not allow it to remain in one stereotyp P, 0
gt it evav.riety and charm. Such a chant music lst snn% Lk
e ts. sometimes three and sometimes four par Sf'droning s
oty ‘ents required are those for the purpose o Lo S
B mswu?ambur (Chautar), Rabab, Guitar etc. In Duha
?ss :?Jgorﬁli(rig{g& to words and is monophonic in character.
is ¢

Choral Character
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of poetic composition in Sind in which after every one or two verses one
line runs as a chorus or a refrain which is repeated after every couplet
and the last word of the verse thymes with the last word of the chorus,
The choral repetition adds pleasantness to the piece. It is a choir singing—
a church music like Bhjaan. It is sam-Kirtan i.c., united praise. It
is congregational music. It denotes a large gathering of the audience
The crowd itself serves as a stimulus that keeps everyone rolh'cking'
dancing sometimes howling in emulation. One gives the song the othcr§
follow it by repeating the same lines once again. All join together when
the lines lead to the burden of the song. In such music all are perfor-
mers a_nd there is no audience so to say. The music of the Hindu saints
of India took the form of Bhajan; amougst the Muslims it took the form
of Kawali and in Sind it took the form of Vai. In Vai the music is stil]
subservient to its poetic theme. Its melody is gross because the notes
are ofetn cramped or extended a little away from the true notes. The
Vai as it is sung still by the Fakirs at the shrine of Shah Latif makes this
ggxntgcrecgl;?y. lA_ Vai is lyricalNand its theme is love and prayer but it is
ional in essence. i i
gt o finer instruments are needed for this

Latil’s Kafis

Besides the Dukas and Vais, there are man

ides : : y many Kafts of Sh

c%gc tset(llll a(:(li tcl:;;};%se;f alm%st clzcvc}ry Sindhi. They h£e not sg }fl‘a?ll;geur:
L lled 1 a book form. It is not known why the Kofic

were not included in the Risalo. Were the ik
I . y excluded because of i

lower poetic value, or because of the lightness of its musicu:;' ?grtgg:f

other cause? These are t i i
£ he questions which have not been answered

i :;) molfguz:lc;s ican 1r};el:gral part in the life of every nation but in
o s%ecx_ ly was discouraged, disapproved and denounced
il Lasg‘cm ;glgus by the Mulla, Akhund and Kazi. An anec-
& ;Mw_xc appears in the present compilation would illus
e l.;’as(musxc therefore was confined to the minstrel class u;;
B tm’u' gms;c stil] remained in the state of folk music.'v. d
n Sind d e owards the formation of classical music Tl o
8row 1nto a science as in the Indian cou;lterpz::t mt{:,]c
; e

have no Tarana, no S -

- : s olfa-music, no K

times of S : ) wayal, no Dhrupa, :

after the (l)ttlggr hlsg&;y lyﬁre turbulent, there were f‘olx"eggl? oin]x\{:stf: Caln

mind. The intervals of eilicosity s not the constant quality ofnrsr i
peace and pursuits of art always come tht;?xtclrli

2 o

have b
cen very few and far between Hetrodoxy will always

of these at least in the ordj

is ca.llc:do:ll]':tfslSoi!rllsdla{;1 chomm]SS’or}s there grew olﬁitri cxgﬁlslilz:o{lfman. o

lyrical in essen o Kefi is the veritable § p e e hich
ce. Tts theme is loye music of Sind. It is

wider field . Loy
of eppeal. Every nation is Poss;szgn%sf ?&vioigvggxslghad fll
S an
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Sind is not a bit far behind them. The old sing them as acts of devo-
tion, the young derive pleasure out of their contents; the pious consider
them as sacred, while the profane will find in them many things which
they glory either to have themselves performed or should have been glas
to have had it in their power to achieve. These songs are the sacred
hymns of Sind and are the lays of the Lord. It has become a musical
form rather than a musical mode as it is in India. Our Kafis can be sung
in any musical mode. The Kafi are more simple, short, and lucid
than Vais in their texture and form. The Kafi is an individualised form
of Vai. It is the solo music of Sind. When Aieen-e-Akbari talks of
Sindhi music as Kami or amatory it talks of the Sindhi Kafi. Sindhi
Kafi is not manly and solemn. It is light and graceful, womanly and
voluptous like Khayal of the Indian counterpart. It does not possess
the hard and deafening rhythm of Kawali. Sindhi Kaff is half way between
classical and light music for it is a product of Tappa, Khayal and Thumri.
It is lively and well adopted to pantomime or dancing. They are simply
litle melodies which keep the audience enraptured. It is divided into
two parts : asthai, the main part of the musical mode and Antra the
second half of the musical moode which includes notes of higher tetra-
chord. It admits of graces and Alap intonation. Its melody is simple
yet sure. It needs no previous thought or special effort. It is elegant,
bright and gay. It embodies small number of matras ranging from 8 to
16. Judging this musical form in the light of the entire output of the
Risalo, the possibility of the view that it had no yet taken its form in the
days of Shah Abdul Latif is excluded. To its formation Shah Latif has
contributed considerably. The most important thing for which Shah
Latif cannot be forgotten is the fact that he wrested the music from the
minstrel class and gave it to his people as a path leading to religion.
Any effort on the part of any musical institution to merge the Sindhi Kafi
in the Ghazal is bound to fail and will fail miserably due to the different
set-ups of the two languages. But any attempt to align it with Punjabi
Dholki music will succeed sonorously, for Dholki like Pakwaz is the
instrument of percussion still prevalent with the women folk of our country.
The Sindhi Kafi has taken centuries in its formation which the posterity

of Sind will not willingly let die or forget.

Fortunately for themselves and the world, nearly all men are cowards
and dare not act on what they belicve. Nearly all our disasters come of
a few fools having the ‘courage of their comviciions.

Coventry Patmore
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SIND
ITS FOOD RESOURCES SINCE
ANTIQUITY

A pre-neolithic' socio-anthropological study

Animals, Birds, Fishes and wild horticultural products.
M. H. PANHWAR
I

Hunters in most of the parts of the world had to spend most of
their time in gathering food for bare subsistence. The storage of meat,
fish or fruits could be done only for a very short time. They had thus to
live on the edge of starvation and fear of extinction. The Sind hunters
must have maintained a relatively high standard due to abundance of big
game in the riverine forests, fresh water fish and game birds. They did not
lack the supply of flint tools, for which factories existed in the Upper Sind
at Rohri, in the Lower Sind at mile 101 and in the whole of Hilly track
of Kohistan in South Western Sind.-The mastery ever chipping and shap-
ing of crystalline rocks had already been achieved by paleolithic man be-
tween 30,000—10,000 B.C. and the art must have come to Sind from
Soan valley as well as from Decan soon after 15,000 B.C. when sea started
receding from the alluvial planes of Sind near present Kashmore. They

most probably made artificial shelters in the alluvial planes and used rock
over hangs as well as caves in the Western Sind. For shelter they must
have madg: use of animal skin, by hanging them from trees or fixing them
on poles like a tent. The skins must also have been used for bed, matresses

and etc. Straw from various grasses, feathers and fibres must have been
used as cushion material. Rice stra

: : w is still in common use in temporar
farm dwellings for thrashing season in Upper Sind. It is erroneous toplhi n{
that the Sind hunter worked around the clock to feed himself. The hu nter
mu§ct)d have been as efficient as great apes and lions, who enjoy long
?:;;e sa c%tvng;oc())?n?gédple}\lylng_, resting, napping and relaxing after an in-
unting or gathering, ing a
Bishioln o Og gathering, Even today hunting adult

1 : nly 3 hours a day to coll =
selves and their off spiing or the elderly and th%: sick.O e [0 he

The food gathered by them was rich in i i

: : (ed Dy Ll @ roteins and ot senti
As ;.glafznsltl this today’s Sindhi farmer has to vr;ork about Sg %?ufss Sznxgﬁ
or ours a day yet to live from hand to mouth. Before the world

Rl ke > -
ar-1I, a Sindhi farmer was getung animal protein twice or thrice a week,
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itis only seldom in months. The Westein Europeans and nortper‘rl
%ﬁm)r{lsltésfotogay probably are to get slightly better food than Sind’s
hunter, that by putting in weekly, 40 hours at work another 20 hour at home,
but th’ey have little time left or leisure and pleasure.

i s must have maintained almost a constant populatnon for
manységﬁeﬁiﬁgf The birth rate among the hunting tribes is always low.
The density of population in l‘;“OSt.Of ﬁtogg-z:ig,c t\thl(i)crllcdfc‘;vr?:it:?t‘iitc t?n; utg,ot

2 ile, but in the Sind's thic hich
mgepgzzzgieﬁps;\égfnxcly 25000 to 30,000 sq. miles, the availability of
Pala Hilsa) and other fishes in rivers Indus big game animals zv.nd.lbuds‘,1
the density could have been at least 4 to 8 persons per squa.rt';: mi gt: a?tl;d
this must have continued well upto Amrian times, when ne\;a?;t ers l?cnium
clearing forests land for agriculture. Tt took at least ha a.f mlStS b
for the agricultural tribes to penetrate deep into the nvcrl;ne ore al
clear them for agriculture. Since a unit of land can absorb more aagrf B
ture labour and also sustain it than it can support hunttxlng an l ;J_ .
collecting; in the process lasting these 500 years or more, t eltpgﬁu zt) |c:l :
of food-gatherers must have reduced and been replaced by agruip u - psolin .
lation. It must have amounted to a change of occu;l)z]z lg)n y e

ortioln of hunting population and the rest of agricultural labour an
goineers may have migrated from the South West Iran.

i Iso needed more labour force as man hours required to
odulzcgzcﬁﬁri)t? food calories from agriculture is more than rlrlxanfhougz
gquired in hunting-food gathering. ThT ?gnc:}féxia‘.}eeﬁﬁx:l%?g ctcglii r(:;; oln
i to increase the population ai ; ¢ !
s:)t:l?;ggagtilsvﬁecﬁivated to kee]?r ltxheti1r ptqpulzﬂgrtx‘oloosvg::hreillp.nt;o;o;zl;gzxg
available animals for hunting. e hun mtg o
of Sind which may have been constant upto approxu : o
illeni ucing due to immigration from
mﬂlemfgm oBiS'whgt?ir::tdser:r?l to l%ave come to the surroundings of Karﬁ.-
lrhain odpihle)n moved east as well as north-west encroaching uponhtve
ghik::ghas of hunter-food-gatherers, who in turn seel:nl tof h?lle
ed more and more to the Indus planes, vacating the whole o 1 eﬁ
mo::,t In a century or two or possibly more the new 1mm1grant{_ hl;c;,a; e
t{la Indus planes at Amri and established agricultural economy. s
11:16 enthreaﬁened the hunter-food-gatherers, who cither may h?l;,:t z:h:prate
t:vnew economy or reduced their population. It is un-ns':g sl
of mortality among the hunters was high. The dea.tpd cau o o}; o
diseases like cholera, tuberculosis, pneumonid, typhox1 n sx:l S Pa n(i s
d etc is strongly influenced by the food and genera health, bbb
%n t -foo;i-gatherers who get better diet, certainly must have Bl 08
ccl;\x'le:; rate, besides the above are hthe clxsea:)ss:r ogrct)l\lngclllingeantslﬁyu xﬁ?\gegenic
ieti ) ishment,
Zgﬁggt?g,ns poDvizggs,e l?lrclg ermgloat;g;s reached its zenith only after the forests

were cleared for agricultural. doing away with natural drainage and creat-
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ing swampy conditions for mosquito breeding. Thus the agricultura]

economy caused general depression of human health. fected techniques for making tools from stone. The carlier man had no

means or know how, to kill large animals, and he most probably was a
scavenger, living on animals which met a natural death, or wounded by
his non-human hunters. With evolution of new tools the man was able
to kill large animals regularly.

From the skeletal remains of past thousands of years it is proved
that with the advent of agricultural economy the general health of peopl
deteriorated for example in 30,000 B.C. adults died with 2.2 teeth missis ;
in 6500 B.C. it rose ‘o 3.5 missing and around 2000 B.C. with 6.6 ltoet%
missing 1. Whereas in most of the world by about 11000 B.C. large animals
like mammoth, rhinoceros, bisons, wild goats had started becoming extinct
due to the end of last phase of ice, age, which caused change of climate
and the encroachment of forests on grass lands on which these animals
lived. In Sind the same period marks receding of sea and opening up of
accumulated more than 20-25% of her total body weight as fats. Sj new lands covered with grass as well as forests, it became a new haven for

£ animal world as well as for man. So much was the dearth of big animals,

a nursing mother also supplies about 1000 calories to her suckl; i
a woman in hunting societies dependent on proteins, takes long::-gfoih't'}(," that in Europe the people started getting their protein from fish, shellfish,
accumulation of fats to the required level, whereas in agricultural e small forest species like deer etc, and in the Middle East (Iran and Turkey
the carbohydrates from grains and yellow vegetabl Ll eonDi included), man was preying on smaller animals like sheep, goats, antelo
desired level of fats for ovulation. Thus so glza e quickly provide the and birds and gathering wild grains, wild nuts and cB;zng wild legumgsc
women suckled their children, t};cy rarely gOtngreasncth: h?\?tmg society In Sind no such dearth could be exp&clcd as the forests and grass land
but higher the ratio of body fats to body weight. earlicr is. thor T would have a minimum width of fifty miles and in some areas more than
menarche. Thus in well fed societies taking diet rich in fats th ge of 100 miles. The fish and migratory birds of Siberian origin would always
can ovulate as early as av twelve years of age. § the girls 1 be at hand in the river, the lakes of Mancher, Chotiari, Makhui Hamal
Kalri and a large number of other lakes formed by changing courses of

river Indus.

; The birth rate among the hunter-food-gatherers is always lower tha
in agricultural population. The reason being that after the birth o?
a child, a woman does not ovulate and thus get pregnant unless shehas

The life cxpectency among the hunti i i i
may have been 28-32 years andn_fhe huntl}nngnt%il:::‘b;in?:nsxl:: st |

duced maximu to 4 children in t!_lcir life-time at age of 18- 25 If man in Sind lived on mamalion animal protein only, he would

26 and need, about 12 medium size animals to keep him alive for a year. The Thar

30 years, unlike agricultural y 22,
they may have produced possib?;%ggzﬁ?df:ntge Indus Culture times, when . desert of Sanghar and Mirpurkhas district is able to sustain 400,000
Accounting for high child mortality rate the urm% the same life expectancy, animals in its depleted condition even today. It would have supported
hunting tribes may have been a maximum rpop ulation growth among the twice as many animals, when conditions, were better. The Thar and Pat

i 02 one percent and even as low ' both together possibly could have supported 1,000,000 animals which

| would be ready for slaughter after they became 5§ years old.

i
{;:’;({;;l:&’::hgﬁ: o a0 il I This would make available 200,000 animalsfannually anld sulpplort a
- ou low and with. ey eins, opulation of 16,600 people. Wild food gathering, from horticultural plants,
carbohydrates like rice, potato the p°Pulationw»‘v?ulﬁ°,‘.’-' diet stuffed with l ?ogts, creepers ete, t?apping of birds like peacock etc would have sup-
1s¢ quickly, . ported another 3,333 people making it a total of 20,000 people for whole

Thar of Sind.

in all un : is was i g
der-developed countries; rural g and still is common practice The hilly track of Sind would have support another 20,000 people on
the same analogy.

Pabisisn beltg. Pl reas of Sind as well as whole of

The Indus planes in Sind with its forests 1and grz;._s% llands wlgulhq be
W00 B.C. and 10 capable of supporting at least 10 times the population of Thar or Kohisan
T-#dngel. J. Lawrence p /%00 B.C. that the man per- per square mile. But the whole plane was not available as hunting fields as

Polgar(ed), oleocology, Pales ——— by about 10,000 B.C. sea level was near Ruck and by about 6000 B.C.
(ed). 2p 167-190) o der morgraphy and health. In it may have receded to the south of Hyderabad. Thus the full colonization
of Sind by hunting tribes must have been delayed to about 5000 B.C.

The tools produced
nancy. Tt is only belwecnbgo%?){)ly Stone Age poople in general show stag-
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when the sea level may have been near present Matli or Talhar. By that ¢:

the planes may have supported minimum 4 person per square mi)l,et h;;i‘.me
population of planes around 80,000 persons, though it could easily sy g
upto 200,000 people. Thus the total population of Sind may have beg -
the order of 100,000 to 120,000 people. This definitely is much higher ?h o
average figures of about 1 person per square mile for the rest of the w, 7w,
:: supposed by authropoligists, but Sind must have been capablg rl?
l al;pé)sc.)rtmg this population, due to the Indus Hakra forests and gra(s)s

The process of switching over from animal hunti
nting t i
food from plants and ﬁnal!y domestication of plants did %otostc:rltleic:osl}ngf

(¢'r) Gedoora, (lj}.\; ) Keerya, (L ,f ) Paban, Q») Ghanghbeti,.

¥ »

1 =) Mi

(- 55 ) and root products like Lofg )( ))Jh;mm, ) |]~“) 0

( . 5 Bih .

»«3) and Kum r! (& ) Pharsir,

outside  tribes a'to (=) ete, for many a millenii pef

first built vj to pr. ojitgen agriculture. These ney s clore some

e Srs i S ol o e s 00
’ ‘ng or % were to pl-(.)‘:lum o A g eir

> , grindin

not hese acégessl:)riz(s)
easily be abandoned. This

i ) ol Usrael), Mallaha

Mounta,‘ns. lm’ 8 8000 B.C.), Karim Sza . C » Shanidar (Iraq i

Syria, 8000 B.C) Atogl)e Blas?) and Tl Mh;hlr (Traq at the foot of zag,-g;

st . Sit, : at (o s ¢
ones and 18 different Kints 1 oef ;lﬁ Walled houses, ,-o';s E:Phrq.tes river in

: 1ncluding the ancegstgl::;s’ %"“ﬁ L

Ol wheat
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and barley have been unearthed besides and tentils, :
an evidence of domesticated sheep and Ig)za:ts W There is also

In Sind the hunter-food-collectors did not start agricul

the lack of know-how but due to abundant supply of mcgart: witllcllr?nggst::;

vegetables, which were gathered by a few hours work in a week instead

of devoting long hours of the day spent in agricultural food production.

The hunting tribes may have had domesticated animals to whom they

were attracted (by the human inteligence) to the fields of concentrated food

stuff (wild grasses, edible tree leaves etc) and in return he had no longer
to go to animals, but latter voluntarily came to him. Sheep and goats
were first to be domesticated followed by pigs, cattle, camels, donkeys and
horses. Loads were handled possibly first on the back of animals, later
on by sledges, then on rollers and finally by the use of the wheel. The use
of wheel in pulleys, gears cogs, etc for lifting hacking, milling and etc
was a development, consequent upon demestication of draft animals. So
much was utility of this type of animals that they were fed even on
fo od-grain, which was completely denied to the meat and milk animals
and is the practice in Sind even to this day.

The process of domestication must have started in Kohistan and Thar
areas first, where animals to survive must move from one grass land to
other in different months or seasons of year and must move to some
watering point, a spring, stream or tarai, and in years of draughtmust move
to adjoining planes. Without human help this would be difficult, specially

when aridity invaded those regions.

Agriculture in Sind came not from within but from without. In the
Kohistan and Indus planes, it came from South West Iran and in South
Eastern Tehsils of Thar desert it probably came from South India, but
the contribution of the later must have been limited in extent and in-

significant in influence.

The hunting tribes must have had un-written but mutually agreed
extra-territorial rights to exploit an area. A band of hunters as all
over the world may have consisted of 30-40 people, living together and occu-
pying a stretch of the area capable of supporting its numbers. In case of
disputes there may have been wars, but lacking bureaucratic apparatus
of governing the other lands, territories or taking prisoners and making
slaves of them was not practical, specially as the land would have to
feed extra mouths, These wars therefore invariably were a compromise
on territorial rights. Besides this they sometimes needed coordinated effort
to hunt a flock of animals passing through their territories to the other areas.
If and when a war did take place the victors had no gain, except to
boast about how bravely they fought the battle. In case of war they
however did damage to the enemy, by raids, destruction of settlements,
causing flight of animals and there by reducing the population density of

the area.
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The population growth was considered a serious
hunter-food collectors, to which they too had an answer.
fertility of group is determined by the number of adult women rather thy
men. The data available from the Harams of some super rich Middln
Easterns show that one man is capable of producing 500 children ip h,-°
life time if supply of adult female wives and concubine .

C s is adequate, Th;
being understood by the Hunter-food-collector, they would 301 katl;:s
enemy males aceept their women and children as slaves and create popul atioﬁ

explosion. Even in their own groups they resorted to female infa tici
by neglect, abuse, or outright murder, though from experience theynj\}ﬁ:i;

that as horticultural food gatherers, a woman collected more calories
food per head than a man did as hunter in a working day. s ot

The population control assured the St

: ok ; one Age i
subsistence living, without risk of de ge man of Sind

a decent

pleting his food source, In ferm.
food value, meat has twenty amino-acids, which j : erms of
available in plants but not all of them in it aud o These arg

one plant and mostly only g

With the rise of agriculture, th

A : » there and th
operation speciall to . ] greater ¢o-
have fought agaix){st combat resistence of hunting tribes

! encrochments.  Such cooperat; >, Who must
practised by the immigrants from South wcPel‘anon was k

. Then
3 NeW professi ir

own huning groundg.n élg nf:a;ant-cultxvaton's, I asray L\;'bilt(}))n,tﬁc[:?:
over to mere fishing birds ing, hr oo gatherers Y have switched

hering and :
intruders, w bu s
; » Who had a bureaucratic

Thus for the first ti
taxes, legal Punishments ;mc =

om of Sind

; i , -atound 3500 B,
potamia and Very soon; tho .C. and mus(

" B&YPt around 3300 and 310 it had ;aelcgl‘}elrooﬁ in Meso-
- Y- It moved to

problem by th
They knew tha:
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yellow River basin of northern China soonafter 2000 B.C. Americas had
to wait for its first state goveinment until about 100 A.D.

Agricultural diets rich in carbohydrates would increase birth rate
and population growth. To re{neve them selvps of reproductive pressures,
the agricultural communities, intensified agricultural production, first by
extensive and later by intensive cultivation. Fo;est clearance, and alluvial
soils of Sind, would have yielded both results quick enough for population
growth.

The state must have been interested in the process and must have
nominated agricultural production intensifiers, who later on became known
as Wadetas or bigmen. The Indus state was interested in collecting agricul-
tural products and re-distributing them among the_non—agnculgun_sts._ It
also supplied seed if and where needed. For collection and re-distribution
in deficit areas they had to depend upon the Waderas, who thus kept getting
more and more powerful at the cost of both the grower and the consumer.

The other impact of agricultural revolution was the population increase.
The land was ab{,e to support more popu!a.non per unit area than the
hunting grounds. Most of population pf S}nd must have concentrated
in the alluvial planes. The population increase must have been very
slow since Amrian times, it must have gained some momentum by Kot
Dijian times, but the real boost was to come with Indus culture. The
population of Egypt had doubled between 4000 to 3000 B.C. It is safe
to assume that population of Sind doubled between 3500 B.C. to 2500 B.C.
and became 250,000 people. In next 500 years it must have become 500,000
for Sind’s alluvial planes alone.

ith the rise of state in Sind various functionaries of government
needc?lv slg'lict discipline, which women could not undergo due to. pregnam;y
and post-child-birth care. The state functions became man’s (;nono;l)og
and the status which hunting-food gathering women had enjoye w::tls:l oi 3
She became inferior, which next 5,500 years struggle has not been 'tl eS 0
restore to her again inspite of support from socio-religious organisations.

The initial form of agriculture in the Amrian and Indus um:sdr:v\vx;t
have been slush and burn system, (\)vlutc; rrle:rrixctutlltll:lrtafog:os; \i‘;asgrf)l:v gt .
allowed to dry and then burnt. On this ag i )

i S gain attain go
few years, then land is left fallow, fpr t\j?es g g Bl
ight, when they are cut again. Burning 1s to be car r

?}fégikrln’mdation scison, for silt and water of rising river to b\‘:']i.tyh 31}: %Lgl_?t?;ﬁ
material. On this porous soil crops could bedgl;gwﬂﬁi il
seed bed preparation. Occasional harrowing woul ldsbe o s
the Indus people had a harrow. The weeds too woclix Mokl fr oo
years, when a new plot is to be found. The slush an : u el et
returns provided there is enough time interval for E‘_ecs\’ote%n i e
cnough’ organic material for new _seed bed o 1; 8) iems ’of éind.
ctice on small scale for rice nurseries and in Katcha arez
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The slash and burn system may have come to an end by about 2000
ue the system must have proved inefficient. By that
B0, Whaa o ot ,000. The irrigation system then

- . i ust have reac
time Sind Population m The cycle of slush and burn on some

t have been only rudimentary. i
:;gt’ must have bega.me too frequent, the fertility may have gone and so

the vields. The population in search of new land must have moved out
of Siy;d a century%(:ptwo earlier, first in the Sarswati-Hakra basin and later
to kutch and Kathiawar. A similar migration must have started during last
phases of Kot Diji times, when people mlgrated to the Punjab and establi-
shed Harappa as the centre of that province. ‘The slush and burn system
had another advantage for the South-West Iranian settlers. They could have
destroyed the Shikargahs of hunting tribes in quick succession that would
otherwise have been difficult in view of counter-measures by the latter.

The hunting food gatherers must have domesticated some animals
did not resort to animal husbandry. The tribes that migrated to Sind before
and during Amrian times were essentially animal husbandry people inter-
ested in pasture and initially took to agriculture not as main profession
but as side food source, but seen they found that, as food producing
economy, animal husbandry needed more man-hours, than grain produc-
tion, per unit production of a calorie of food. Of the photosynthetically sun-
light falling on the plant only 0.5% is converted into edible matter. If
grain is fed to the cattle, only 5% calories in it are converted into meat.
With this poor efficiency of animal system, the switch over from pastorial
to agricultural economy specially in the riverine areas of Indus was quick
but the pastural grazing on large scale survived, right into the 20th century:
the animals thriving on wild grass, agricultural bye-products and stubles,
not consuming the grain and thus not competing with human being for food.

The animals so raised were primarily not for m
: ! . eat but to
;g:‘w stmewglt! as tom?rovxde hu:inaél food and other utilistl)lrpg;)'::-f
. ¢ them like cows and buffaloes provided conti :
supply of proteins, carbohydrates and fats in the fo i i i i
s _ rm of milk, and if i
l’;{’:prggft;crtes.mzyhe bulls were the draft animals. Sheep and goat al;lm\:if;lég
S Dot w:re (liulled for meat. Once domesticated, camel, horse
S e coulgac tage riding animals. Their slaughter was only done
Gty Ao e sl s e o 25
o umal, oull e highest place
god among the domesticated animals of Indus cultuge. Heo{v:im v?cs):'tﬁ

ok - e 3
uch more when alive than if killed. This process of conserving domestic

food and finally in the sub-coea't slowly started disappearing f) %
vz ntinent, eati ng from daily
taboo, and living on the plant food a m t%f brze:éwmeba g’hﬁi o ]
y God.
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Pig was an animal very well suited to :
Sind, w%cre it is found to this day. As itlhmm irtw; tanks of
body temperature by remaining in shade, and water. As food ls‘n:,‘ orosirs
tubers, grains, fruit, roots and nuts (which fall on the E"Onnd)v:l on
which are human food. It can gainabout 209, of this rich feed, int fof
and meat, as compared to 5-77, for other animals, but when comcll:d %
ses it cannot gain even a small percentage of feed which othtco
animals do. Like human beings it cannot digest (or even eat) straw m.lksr
husks and fibrous leaves. In brief it is direct competitor of human beings
for food. During the Amrian, Kot Dijian and early Harappan time it :gs
probably dpmestlcatqd, but as soon as food difficulties for human bei.5
appeared, it was quickly removed from the list of domesticals and tgeg
wild pig was hunted down. The Israclis faced the same problem around
1200 B.C. and made cating of pig a taboo. In Sind it was not a taboo
eliminating of wild pig and eating it continued well for many centuries even
during the Buddhist hay-day in Pakistan, when catching and eating ’of pig
by the lower castes (chusras and others) was tolerated and so it continued
throughout Muslim rule, main purpose being to eliminate it, to save the
crops. As late as sixties of this century a programme was launched by the
agricultural department in the Punjab awarding reasonable reward for
killing of wild boar. The Israelis climinated the temptations of raising
of pig by declaring it as unelean, whereas the Indus and Post-Indus
people declared it as harmful to crop and called for eliminating it,
thereby encouraged raising of grains, three crops (for human and animal
feed) and other animals at cheaper rates. Egypt faced the same problem
as Sind. Though they allowed raising of Pigs, but the Swineherds were a
despised caste according to Herodotus. As rearly as 2000 B.C. Egyptians
had identified pig with god of evil. Pig was eaten in Mesopotamia upto
2400 B.C. but disappeared soon after due to deplection of agriculture.
Cats and dogs were domesticated as the former helped in eliminating
rodents from houses and grain stores. Dogs were used as hunters and
watch dogs. Hunting tribes of Sind had domesticated the dog for the
same purpose. The use of dog as pet animal alone as it is today must
have been limited or unknown.

In all probability the Indus hunters did not catch lions, wild cats, foxes,
and wolves in general as they are difficult to kill, skinny, scarce and
would return a very small quantity of meat as compared to the trouble
of capturing them. The hunters of Sind must have captured all kinds
of fishes specially Hilsa or Pala, shell fish, whales and etc and also
tortoises, which are still captured and eaten by Balas (}kg) a noma-
dic aboriginal tribe wandering in Sind. The same people catch and eat
jackals and foxes. Tortoise and other reptiles, Egg collection for food must
have been done too. Among the insects most probably the locusts
(when they visited) were killed, dried, stored and eaten, as protein supply,
but this must have been only in desert and Kohistan and may have been
introduced in alluvial planes during and after the later Indus Period when
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mall animals rabit may tha.vc: l\:een captured
i n when no lon

as today. The pack animals too were eate . it
?;ld us:at:sn such, Mi?’k of camel must have been utilised as is common
among Jats of Sind even today. It is conjectured that Jats are descendents

of Harappan people.

The decline of Indus civilisation Was due to increase in population

and reduction in the fertility of soil. The forests had been cleared, slush
and burn could no longer be practiced, yields fell, with corresponding dec-
rease in nutritional standards and consequently ill health, diseases, demo-
ralisation, and fell in population, which in turn further reduced areas under
cultivation as well as yields per acre. Soon after the fall of Indus Empire
at the hands of. . ....people the population of Sind must have declined
fact to about 250,000 o1 even less. Ihe Cemetry-H .peoplc were not
urban people, lacking beaucratic machinery to co-ordinate the agricul-
ture production, which may further have been reduced. The process must
have continued for 7-50-800 years or SO when the agriculture may again

have gained momentum.

meat Crisis occurred. Among §

The Rig Vedic Aryan who reached the Sub-continent, after 1050 B.C.
and the border of Sind by about 850 B.C., were not able to penetrate
Sind, primarily due to difficult geographical terrain, below Kinkot, where
Indus bifurcated into two branches and flooded most of the country in
the Summer months. Aryans were primarily pastural people, and Sindhis
agricultural. The two people belonged to the same race, had come from
Iran, spoke languages which were closely related and appeared to have
accepted co-existence.

Aryans were meat eaters principally of cow, goat, sheep and buffal
te:;ee;s cl:ezfedmll)xst have mn rcai_lily available in Sind dsg to large ;a(.)s(i
e u y encroachment o riverine forests and grass 1
agricultural land since fall of Indus civilization. = gy g

T : - ! ;
- pexlilgd ?mntmg food gathering tribes may have had easy time during

% itcolzog?é cgrnaam whether Aryans occupied Sind, but their cultural
e e;t ggﬁcef must have been tremendous. They also
groa Sinoegtrh rom remnants of Indus culture including the
i LU gy possessed bwreaucratic machinery, very soon agriculture

Ll L e territories under their influence including Sind, resulti
g orests, grass lands, and pastures. This resulted i;.'l iﬁcregg

of population, which intensi
b el e e r:;silﬁiid the process of land reclamation for agri-

and increased use of carboh population which finally made meat
i carbohydrates and vegetabl : scarce
o Sind . bagiing of 71ty ALD: st B b 300000

Ar y
ound 600 B.C. requirement of animal flesh could not be met in
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most of the Sub-continent and meat eating was made a privil

mans and high caste Aryans. The resentment against “ﬁs%r;cilef;e Ofagfﬁﬁ'
the pooergS Cl:?uﬂ.‘ged byt Buéi_dmsm and Jainism both founded in 6tlgl

t .C. outlawing cas incti ishi . :

m g,fzm 3 i g ¢ distinctions abolishing of hereditary priest-
flesh, provided cater himself did not participate in the killi :
outlawed both killing and eating. This is probably one ;ea‘;%nb\::;(wjalﬁ
nism failed to get ground in Sind. Under Buddhism the butchers and fisher-
men became low cast killers, but rest of the community ate as much
flesh as they could afford and if it was available. 1n Sind—Kohistan and
Thar economy was pastural and so was forest areas near the river. Hunting-

discouraging the use of meat. Budhists tolerated eating of animals

food gathering must have dis-appeared in the alluvial planes th
tion being fishing, bird shooting and catching or trapging. In ioﬁiﬁ
and Thar pasturing may have co-existed with some hunting food gathering.

The meat shortage was to continue in most of the sub-continent

though not in Sind, where pastures of Thar and Kohistan kept th
of meat steady. After about 350 A.D. and definitely by 46? A.];.sgggg
Chandragupta II eating of beef was banned by an official decree, making

killing of a cow 2 crime egmvalent to killing of Brahman. This did not
apply to Sind which he did not control and where Buddhism flourished.
The modern Hindu concept of protection of cow is out-come of a political

symbol of Hindu resentment against beef eating Muslim invaders of 1lth
century and later, though in their daily treatment, bulls are still fed,

-given grain oil-cake, and even vegetable oil, whereas cows do scavenging

of the village streets, and in the town markets.

By the time Alexander entered Sind hunting-food-gatherers must have
disappeared from alluvial areas of Sind and population may well have
reached, 100,000 limit of which 80,000 were killed in wars with the in-
vader. The total population of the Sub-continent must have been between
50 to 100 million of which major portion must have been in Indus valley
and Gangetic planes. This population figure levelled off, for Sind, until
about 15th century when carefully planned irrigation networks by Sammas
increased the area under cultivation. The population may have reached
about 1250,000 to 1,500,000 by about 1508. A.D. but subsequent termoil
and state of civil war for next two centuries must have reduced the popula-
tion 800,000. Under Kaloras who were master canal builders area under
cultivation rose to all time higher pre-Barrage figures 3000,000 acres and
population around 1775 must have been about 2000.000.

An interesting description of hunting food gathering communities of
Manchar Lake comes L0 us from Mazahar Shah Jehani (1644 A.D.), which
states that fishermen of the lake lived in water, fed on fish, ducks and
swans, and lake products like Bih, <« .-« , Moth, Lorah,. . ...c...- Kuma,

~.v..... Pabann. .......: etc. They did not know how to walk on land

and could not stand erect.
. —__—_.____———“——_
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JALAL AL-DIN KHWARAZM-SHAH
| [N
THE INDUS VALLEY
b
JOHN ANDI:EW BOYLE

OF the activities of Sultan Jalal al-Din Khwarazam-Shah during

ich he passed in what is te-day Pakistan
& ﬁfo ?&%ﬁngezpzelnzgtz ?éc‘;ﬁ;ct};, boﬂp; of them based on the testimony
wf? v;imesses The better known of these accounts, that given by
;’ cye in Ta'rikhi-i Jahan-Gusha, has been available for more than a
cg;taixl:n; in the version of Elliot and Dowson. The account given by
Nasawi in his biography of the Sultan did not become generally acces-
sible until the publication of Houdas™ edition (1891) and trans{auon. (1895),
though Nasawi’s work had been previously consulted by d Ohsson. and
by de Guignes, d’Herbelot and Petit de la Croix before him, all off them
consulting the. unique manuscript of the Arabic text preserved: in the
Bibliotheque. Royale, the preseni-day Bibliotheque Nationale. _The
work is. now also. available in a 14th: century Persian translation published
in 1965 by Professor Minovi. It is proposed in the: present paper to
examine the narratives of Juvaini and Nasawi with a. view to reconciling
the topographical and chronological data and so obtaining a clearer
picture, of Jalal al-Din’s: movements to and fro in the Punjab and after-
wards in. Sind.

According, to Juvaini’s. version: the chain. of events was as. follows.
Within a short period. of his. crossing. the Indus the Sultan had at his dis-
posal a force of 500 horsemen, with which he defeated and destroyed
an. army of 5-6,000 cavalry. advancing, against him from “the mountains
of Balala. and Nikala”, a region. which lay, according to the 16th-century
historian, Firishta. in the vicinity of Lahore. After this victory Jalal
al-Din. was, joined by “isolated individual forces” until he had' under this
command. an army, of 344,000 men. This. evidence of his. powers. of re-
silience. was reported. to. Genghis: Khan at Ghazna, wehire he then was,
and he despatched a detachment under Torbei Togshin: i.e. Dorbei Dog-

shin of the Dorbet tribe, to put an end to him. The Mongols crossed
the river in. his pursuit and he-fled in the direction of Delhi; after a while
they gave:up the chase and turned back, laying waste as they went the
district around Malikfur. which according to. Raverty was. a. town on
the Jhelum in the Rawalpindi region. Arrivea “within. two or three

y$ Journey”, i.e. some. sixty to a bundred miles, from. Delhi, Jalal,

al Din dispatched an ambassador to Sultan Shams al: Din. El-Tutmish to
equest was politely re-

seck an alliance an

d temporary asylum. The r

Taj al-Din to ravage and: plunder in the Salt Ran
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d and the ambassador was assassinated, possi s :
B‘iﬁ connivance; and the Sultan turned back and bly i m &le
region of Balala and Nikala, where he was joined bymadef ether

his defeated armies so that. the size of his forees had now ﬁmt:o&f
of 10,000 men. From this mountain base he sent a Khalaj miik  cal] i

. : 8¢ area; he likewi
{ into am alliance with: the raja of the Khokars, -

: rently in order
to please this new ally he sent a force to attack Qubacha, With whom the
raja had some quarrel. Surprised by night in an encampment. on the -
banks of the Indus some three miles from Ueh (Which at that time, jt
should be rentembered lay to the west of the Panjnad); Qubacha. escaped
by boat and made his way downstream to the island of Bhakkar; from
thence he proceeded: to Multan, which he. apparently reached by saili
pack upstream, for Multan like Uch was then immediately accessible
from the'Indus. At Multan he received an envoy from Jalal al-Din demand:
ing the return of Amin Malik’s son and: daughtet who had fallen into
his hands after the:Battle of the Indus; Jalal al-Din also asked: for money,
Qubacha ed: to his demands and, the hot season being at hand,
the Sultan left Uch with the intention of passing the summer in the Salt
Range and the mountains of Balala and Nikala. En route he laid seige
to the castle of Parasravar, apparently the modern Pasrur inthe Sialkot
district. In the course of the fighting the Sultan received an arfow wound
in his hand; he: avenged this injury, when: the castle had beent captured,
by ordering: a general massacre. It was apparently here; in the Sialkot
area, that he received news of the approach of another Mongol army in
his ;')ursuit-. He: turned back in the direction from whick he Had: come,
engaged in @ brief encounter, lasting only a single hour,, with: Qubacha
as he passed by Multan and: set fire tor Uch, whose- mhabitants_ had
apparently refused: him' admittance to the town. From: Uch he dontinued
in the: direction- Sadusan; of which we know only that it lay somewliere
near Sehwan: The: Sultan: remained: heie fpr a month;, ha\_mg received the
submission of Qubacha’s governor and: reinstated him-in his office. He tlilou
advanced: on the: famous seaport of Debul: and: the mysterious Damﬁg
whiclr apparently. lay invits- immediate: vicinity. The ruler of these: régions;
the Sumra chieftain Sinan: al-Din Chalt:xzar},‘_ esmnﬁgﬁgzbmﬂ ;J)ﬁt:‘ng
out: to sea in. & boat. Jalal al-Din pitched his: d'l S fémained‘

ot mention the length of his stay in the Indus: delta ut he. ramained
(tii(iJ:rsenlon‘g enough to sgend‘ a raiding: party into' Gujerat amé }t\? :tutil-lda:
mosque: in. Debul:. Here' he' received news that his tt)lmt}tlgr a¥“ o
Din: had- made himself master of ‘Trag:-Ajam but t atd_ e gl:i‘:-presenoe
of' the: military favoured Jalal al-Din and' were d_ema!} gﬁl e T
there. This news must: have been comnveyed by certain od ! ySultan‘- il
emirs, who according to' Nasawi's account had- reachebit tz'om" s
considerable: time' previously. He heard aISof—presucx;navazmr T
informants—that Baraq Hajib was laying' se!geait: th: répor;' of Mongol
Kermam At the same time' there:came. once él_g o b
army’ approaching in his pursuit. He accorcingly: ¢ " acoourbabthé
by way of Makran; ‘“‘numbers of His men perishing
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unhealthy climate.”
= ts bears littl
At first glance Nasawi’s account of these s&me Gvers. ;Aile
Juvaini’s version. Jalal al-Din is joined, immediate]
resemblance to Ju e 4,000 of his men; they are reinforce()i

ing the Indus, by som
after crossing 119 ogy of 300 horsemen who had been carried

downstream by the force of the current. There arrives, simultaneously
with these horsemen, an armourer called Jamal, who had gone off
pefore the battle with a sum of money and who now returns with g
boatload of food and clothing, having crossed a river called the
Sudra to reach the Sultan. Sudra, i.c. Sudhara, is an old name of the
Chenab, but if in fact the man had penetrated beyond the Chenab to
procure  the supplies he would have needed to re-cross not only this
river but also the Jhelum in orddr to get back to the Sultan. Hearing of
Jalal al-Din’s arrival in his territory, the “ruler of the Salt Range” (sahib
al-Judi), whose name is given as Rana Shatra, launches an attack on the
fugitives; he is killed by Jalal al-Din in person and his army put to flight
Qubacha, who was then at Nandana, i.e. faitly close at hand, learns of
this victory and seeks to enter into friendly relations with the Sultan
Jalal al-Din, hearing apparently at this time that Amin Malik’s daughter'
had found refuge in Uch, a town belonging to Qubacha, sends an ambas-
sador to ask that she be sent to him with a suitable escort. This Qubacha
does, providing her with “a cortege worthy of a bride being conducted to
a prince of high rank”; he also sends presents for the Sultan, includi
elephants. But soon the “scorpions of discord” insinuate themselv s
the friendship between Qubacha and Jalal al-Din. One of th e
their estrangement was the death of Amin Malik’s. son, who ;:a(clauses o
refuge in the town of Kalur, apparently the present da ) Kalurk e
Mianwali district, where he had been killed by the 4 1 S
of his possessions. One of these was a pearl le ] popllxl' e
to Qubacha, who not only accepted it but : mcgiédw i o bro_ught
fief. Jalal al-Din conceals his resentme tu rqrva.r e Hanotie
ialrl'rivlall)from Persia of the emirs who had nsecgclilgd fl:gnlls ﬁgc%ur?ﬁed a,the
al-Din. He then ; 13 Srothor- Ghiyas
arrow wound in themt?;;l(liesh:r;i Iﬁﬂm arﬁd ki j - Reuaivinsen
taken, when he orders a gener alg on day and night until the town is
he proceeds to the castle of maslsacre i itantsFrom Kalue
though he admits that the ¢ a place which Houdas calls Bernouzedj
1 : orrupt word (I:iar;1 tl?e rcaddin other ways. Agah;
subjected to the s ghting and the inhabitant
gether an army in?:llfxlgittm‘zg.e %iotg::c : g K]ah&r Subiehanos gatherss ?;?
Jalal al-Din in . pitched battle in Which he 1 deacris ol ngages
¢ is decisively defeated. The

site of the battle is unf;
ety oo or i '
Mty iof Kl tunately not mentioned; it was perhaps in the

Jalal al-D
comes to terms with the ¢ I now camps outside the town a
follows an account of th:m{nandcr, a rebellious son of Qubacha. I’i‘her:g

three days later by a b

t and, and Jalal al-Din proc
he opposite direction as in Juvaini’s g.ccozﬁi
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and in this version he does not set the town :
py the inhabitants after a few days’ siege. Fro(x)xil Uﬁéﬁ E: t,:akb()“@t off
to a place which Houdas transliterates as Khaniser but hle_s his way
doubtedly to be read Janisar, i.e. Chanisar, and is mistal:venlm 3, mne
not to the ruler, or raja as Nawasi calls him, but to the terri¥ applied
which he ruled, i.e. Debul and the whole Indus delta regio Or}v'V°Y°"
resting in this region Jalal al-Din receives the news of theglacg; et
El-Tutmish at the head of a great army. There is a minor clashagecf o
the two forces, and then El-Tutmish has recourse to diplomacy and i
ations are in progress. Jalal al-Din now hears of a grand coalition co::g?n.
of El-Tutmish, Qubacha and. all the rulers of Northern India the u:-s e
of which is to engage hum in battle and bar his route to a rive? w‘})fi’sﬁ
Houdas writers Khandjir but which, whatever its identity, is certainly ngt
as he suggests, the Ganges. In the light of this development the Sultat;
consults his officers as to his course of action and is urged by the emirs
who had deserted his brother to make his way to ‘Irag-i Ahjam’ and siege
power there. Accordingly he leaves Jahan-Pahlavan in chaige of his Indian
rovinces, delegates to Hasan Qarluq the authority over those parts of
Afghanistan that were not occupied by the Mongols and returns to Persia
by way of Makran. Nasawi, vividly describes the sufferings of Jalal al-Din’s
troops in these waterless wastes and adds the detail, absent from Juvaini's
account, that only 4,000 men, mounted on oxen and donkeys, emerged
from the desert on the eastern confines of Kerman.

One’s impression upon comparing these two accounts is that Juvaini’s
version is the more accurate and presents the events in what appears to be
their correct sequence, while the chronology of Nasawi's account is some-
what confused: he seems also to attribute to El-Turtmish a far too active
role in the mili‘ary operations against Jalal al-Din. On the other hand he
supplies us with details, absent from Juvaini’s account, which may
well be authentic; the appearance of Amin Malik’s daughter in Uch and
his son in Kalur; the murdar of the latter by the people of Kalur; and
the sacking of Kalur and a neighbouring place whose name we may yet
hope to decipher. Both historians labour under the disadvantage of being
unfamiliar with the topography of Northern India, as is particularly
evident in Nasawi’s account: their authoriies, Persian and Turkish soldiers
in the service of Sultan Jalal al-Din, laboured of course under the same
disdvantage. There was one historian who was almost ideally placed to
provide a detailed and accurate record of these events, “which happend
during his own lifetime, in the couniry in which he was residing, and at

Court, where all these marters were perfectly well known. He coame e
pend.” In fact

into Sindh in 624 H. (122 A.D.) not long after they hap ;
Juzjani, to whom Raverly ais here referring, disposes of the Sultan’s
Indian career in two sen’ences, in which he tells us that KTl senthan
army against him and that he turned aside, made for Uch and Mu &tn
and proceeded from thence to Kerman and Fars. We have here, as Raty %ru){.
comments in his usual iniempera‘e. language, “a gogd S 'ol re-
author’s wilful concealment and distoriion of facts”: it is certainly
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otable that a historian who could have told us so much has in effect
gld us nothing. A careful study of Juzjani's own work and that of the
latter historians of the Delhi Sultanate may throw some light on the
topographical problems in Juvaini’s and Nasawi’s narratives; but we shaj|
continue to be ent on these two accounts as the sole records of 3
short but interesting episede in the long and often obscure history of the

Indus Vafley. .
(To be Continued )

m'rk:' olg' bﬂims. everything; the middle aged suspect everything; the
Oscar Wilde

[ bate women, with all their make-up and machinery. A French Philosopher.

“It'nmcieasiutobeaﬂerothanaﬁenﬂemen.”

kills a man kills a
. reasonable creature, God’s i
good book, kills itself he kills the in:algl: ‘:)gfe,G?:it by

:

John Milton (1608-1674)
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SHAH ABDUL LATIF BHITTA| As A
SOURCE OF PAKISTANI CULTURE

DR. MOHAMMAD A. RAUF

To a simple observer of history who n

O ) ormall i
romanticism of unique cvents and the unconglnf::ﬁ k?:s hm_xself 10 the
appear a simple coincidence or a chanced occurence that pSplf:llxn gLsa]'t .
born and he lived in a period which covers a b was

: criti
cess of socio-cuitural development among muslim;cac:f %&11:5 Icngg-i’l;ekils)fo-
an

subcontinent. There is no unanimity of view

date of birth of Shah Latif. But tl?lcre are ;iﬁoggigggggrzuon the exact
view that he was born in or around 1689 and lived until ?’?gsmllg e
is accepted as a reliable historical data on his life span he lived duri o
period which witnessed the change from Mughal to Kalhora ruleuimg'gclle
His youth was spent during the rise of the early Kalhora tonol '
At the death of Aurangzeb, Shah Latif was 18 years of age Wlﬁ’cr:v %r.
was npa.rly 50 Ngtdxr Shah ransacked Delhi (1730' and made. the eo?
graphical area which now constitutes the present province of Sind agtri-
butory to Persia. Eight years later when Shah Latif was 58 years of age
Ahmad Shah Durrani dealt a serious blow to Delhi Empire and maﬁe
Sind a part of Afghanistan. And it was only 6 years before the Second
East India Company established itself at Thatta that Shah Latif died in
1752. Thus Shah Latif’s life corresponds to the period when the central
power of the Mughals witnessed it decline through a series of incidents
and the germinating seeds of the oncoming British rule were sown on the
soil of Indo-Pakistan subcontinent. The historical consequences of the
above mentioned events are indeed beyond measure. No matter how sim-
plistic, as indeed they are,may be the observations of the anacdotal hixtrians
it is hard to believe that the events of such far reaching consequences have
had very little or no impact upon the intellectual sensitivities of a person
like Shah Latif. It is stated that “He (Shah Latif) was interested not in
the transient phenomena of his age but in eternal varties, which form-
ed a much better subject for immortal verse than the petty wars and intri-
gues of the Kalhora (SORLEY: 1940).

Indeed such expressions are intended to show profound feelings and
deep respect for the person for his poetic excellence and imagination.
Nevertheless in this mode of evaluation what is subjected to indifference,
is the intellectual sublimity of the man and the nobler exposition of his
thought about the social conflicts and cultural contradictions that he was
bound to have observed around his socio-cultural environment, The extra-
vagant admiration articulated in the form of “superstitious respect
makes him more of a mystic than a social philosopher, I am reluctant to
believe that Shah Latif was not interested in the transient phenomena of
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i On the contrary I believe that Shah itll:::fw\;sast;e p,a;‘;ffp‘:}'hﬁ
:ll;: sag:fcty gf his own time and h:ggof:‘l:m?nﬁs experience. And what was
i e person?ll ?ﬁgﬁﬁoﬂr cthis crisis? Let the fa(}:)ts gg hlst?ry ls;t,eak
;he ‘t‘l‘:mr:e?\:‘eil Zslstatcd carlier he ]ivedogﬁ%gg-mtxsiecnt {; r?odpgr: 'g‘el
of themsetves. impact of the S riod on
turmoil and obsen-valqr th:):f '{T,’;aﬁf,.gmon people all through his life time.
social and cultural life ber in the chain of successful

: t mem 3
He was born at a atime when the las f unsettlement and commotion

facing problems of :
;ﬁmog:?gg?ﬁﬂ’dm pressaures of an alien power longing to break

up the internal economic consistencies in ordelrdto draw the subcontinent
into the economic unity of 18th century world.

The gt Ao st koo e B bt e
gscloggtas::(llwﬁéB&m sgﬁfpim plunged into a chaos Ot;l unparalleled
ma F:,1itu£,ice) The decline of the Mughals in India corresponded with the
risegof Kalhoras in Sind. Thus the life of Shah Latif stood at the inter-
section of two historical events which are of major consequence for the
people who now belong to Pakistan. It needs no further documentation
thay has already been done by historians that A'urang_zeb was one of the
greatest adherents to the purist school of Islamic philosophy. His passing
away from the seat of power in Delhi not only caused a strain on the
continuous flow of Islamic stream of thought in the subcontinent but also
give a favourable apportunity to the forces that ran counter to Islamic
thinking. Let us see what was the consequence of this event in Sind. 1
will deal more with the social history than with the political happenings.
Kalhoras were then the rulers of Sind for the last half a century and the
state religion was based on Quran and Sunnah. Although the adminis-
trative machinery was held under the formal control of Kalhoras the
actual power was exercised by the privileged classes of landed aristo-
cracy and religious heirarchy. The landed airstocracy was comprised
mostly of the Baluchi Chiefs who beld land as Jagirs and were called
Jagirdars. Next to them were Afghan pattidars and other zamindars etc.
The religious heirarchy was made up of Syeds, Pirs, Faqirs and holy
men who exercised tremendous influence over the common man.
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The Zamindar and Jagirdar enjoyed almost absolute dictatorial
powers over their husbandries. They reigned supreme within their own
domain. Their word was the law of the land held under them.

. Next in line of power and authority came the Sydes, the Pirs, the
Pw;ada;,_the Kal_anders and the Sufi’s. They were venerated because of
their spiritual attributes. Their influence was so deep seated in the hearts
of the people that according to Burton ‘there is no country in  Asia or
rather on earth that is so perfectly priestridden.’ According to another
author ‘there is no zeal but for the “propagation of faith, no spirit but in
celebranpg the Id, no liberty but in feeding Syeds and no taste but in
ornabrating the Id, no liberty but in menting old tombs (Crowe).
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Under the Kalhoras these groups of landed aric
heirarchy continued to hold power unconuoued‘“f,}gc{,ﬁb““d religious
Social and political institution, The Power and privile ctted by any
exclusive monopoly. 8¢ became " theiy

Obviously both the groups are to be ch i «

in the sociological sense. They operated tr;:;el;ll::d aéu:m:lm e
system of Sind with reference only 1o their localized igterelscts %‘ﬁd e
sity of social d;ﬁ‘erqntlgtlon under these conditions were b 'c;nd zmte_n-
tion. What should invite our attention under this situationqis t e
society retained its integration within the conflicting simaﬁo: SFe how
differentiation. Tt is well established that the fundamental re-(; e
for the continuity of society is the presence of collective cgnscif)?xms“e
among its members about the meaning of life and essence of its existsncss
According to Durkheim the collective consciousness is the body of beeﬁqf:
and sentiments common to the average of the members of society T%:
system of these beliefs and sentiments has a life of its own. In the
absence of co!lect_we ‘onsciousness a society can only have a form of
mechanical solidarity instead of having organic solidarity which alone
can generate a level of organismic solidarity.

The purpose of presenting this social theory with reference to social
history of Sind, is to identify the role of Shah Latif in the development
of social process -in the area of Sind which, in my opinion, represents
the microcosm of the larger macrocosm of Pakistani society. I had stated
carlier that the observations of an anacdotal historian suggesting that
Shah Latif was not interested in the transient phenomena of his age is
unconceivable to a social scientist. In fact, it undermines the in tellectual
sensitirity of the man and the nobler exposition of his thought about the
social conflicts and cultural contradiction that he observed around his
immediate socio-cultural environment. If the naive observations of the
acandotal historians are accepted as true, allow me to raise certain
searching questions. In the presence of extreme level of social differenti-
ation when all the privileges were distributed among the two classes of
landed aristocracy and the so called pious collectivity of Pirs, Fagirs,
Pirzadas who sang for the forgotton people of the rural countryside?
Who sang for the downtrodden Muslim peasants? Who sang for the lovely
fishermen? Who praised for the beauty of NOORI and who acknowledged
the bounties of the other. Above everything else in the midst of
popular and incredible fantacism who conveyed the real form and meaning
of Islam through his rythmic poetry. To put it differently, during the
most depressing and gloomy period of Muslim history in the Indo-Pakistan
subcontinent who provided a sound basis for the collective consciousness
functioning as a fundamental principle of organismic solidarity z}nion@
common Muslims. The answer to these questions is obviously ozr(l)elil c«zt:\g
before the poets, the politicians and the philosophers l(:ihﬂ::bdul T
tury it was a man from the rustic deserts of Sind §

Bhittai.
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THE THAR DESERT

Its resources potentials and expendience

DR. Abdul Qadir Ansari

rn in the country todaybon accmtx;ln of ‘(liisngitiﬁs
in livi s and levels of development between the 1ich an the
"::ol;vlli\rrk?ngs‘i::xngﬁg:crﬁngcogmphic divisions of the country. It needs a wide
Eangc of measures to bridge the gap. The common cry of the people
inhabiting the less favoured regions and belonging to the deprived sections
of society is that they and their children §hould be given an equal right
and opportunity for development and permitted canal amenities of civilized

life.

Thar, the cradle of a great and flourishing civilization has languished
in deprivation vicissitudes of time, & highly exploitative use of resources
and persistent neglect in .......... development.  The potentials of
the desert for development are very great. Tt has land, climate and rain-
fall. It holds considerable reserves of minerals, forest wealth, range lands,
livestock, people and highly disciplined and hardworking labour force.

There is a great conce

Undoubtedly culture and geographic divisions influence human
life to a greater extent, human behaviour is limited by these social
handicaps. Physiclal and environmental conditions influence social and
economic life of people every where. Every man whether he belongs to a
primitive and simple society or the advanced and the complex, has to
adopt to prevailing conditions and surroundings. He has to live for neces-
sities of life on his physical surroundings. Thus, differences in personality

and culture become an improvised phenomenon, geographic boundries
control has destiny. .

It is therefore, pertinent to know and assess the chief characteristics
of Thar Desert claborat_mg its physical, social and economic handicaps
which have a direct bearing on the society as a whole and on individual
inhabitants to suggest @ more equitable, self-reliant and self-sustaining
style of development focusing on the efficient management of resources

agricultural, industrial, human and social. The participati i

; ; . . participation and uplif*
:xfz:]dl ‘ghe Peoﬁle including the farmers, artisans, labourerspand others ol:ga-
and onoiassz.rﬁmaﬁ%“ to previde the benefit of improved management
ok bttt is through increased preduction, investment and
Physiographic Conditions

The Thar desert area starts from the south-eastern border of irrigated
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of Sind province. It lies between 24°-13 ,
23930 and 71°1 1 cast longitude.l The desertngrezz
Marwar districts of India in the east, Runn of

the north-west and the rest adjoins the irrigated tr

22 north 1ass
s boundeq- e and

Kutch in theby €salmir
3t of Sind, T st

over 11262 square miles.2 It comprises administra U stretches

Nagarparker and Chachro talukas in full a tively, Mithi,

oy d Diplo,
the Thar sub-division of Tharparkar district? part of Umerkot fom‘x)ins

The Thar is deeply furrowed in almost
450 feet,3 in East-west direction with tortuougla;ageela :?12?'1 r:mm:s lof 50 to
tions at dune heads and warping to cut up the soil lw.vi%, geologic for-
cate patterns of gullies here and there, thus could not form a |og mg:y intri-
Between sand dunes are valleys with depressions and OPPTessigﬁs t plain,
ing ridge and trough topography. The sediment is represent-

formed into huge dunes, consisting of greyish sand E?leﬁ sf?gfg q:::rn;

jspar and horn blend. The top soil is comparativ

fcference of humus, and in interdunal valleys, %avour:.lbyleblc?f;a(tii? ‘on?i-
tions encourage natural vegetation which stabilizes the sand dunes cxd.
cent to the dunes are sandy and loamy soils with uneven lOpo. i llla.
Areas further away f\jom the sand hills and lower parts of theg'slg Y.
comprise deep clay soils and are almost flat. It is the unique desenpfz
the world which becomes lush-green after rains though part of famous
Rajistan desert which is not compatible in this respect. A Karunjahar
mountains rising to 1169 feet above sea leavel and detached rocky hills
are found in Nagarparkar taluka at the north-eastern edge of the Runn
of Kutch which represent the Aravalli system of the penisular sub-continent
but their age is un—cergain.df These hills store in their cavities a large
amount of rain water which gives rise to a permanent stream in the shape
of big gully (Nain) flows towards east of Nagarparkar town. The soil
composition in Thar is indicated in the following table.

Table 1: Composition of Soils of Thar Desert as Compared to Irrigated
Area in Sind.

Percentage Composition

Soil Ingredients.

Trrigated Sind Thar Desert
Cla 24.19 597
Silty 56.11 233
Fine Sand 19.52 3041
Coarse Sand 00.18 61,29
Total 100 100 L

Source: Sorley, H.T. Dr., The Former Province of Sind (Lahore:
3 Govc)r"nment of West Pakistan, Board of Revenue,

August 1968), p. 96



The winters :

north last forag cc;n:graranve]y of shorter in duration

twenticth Dwengll)ler tee months with severeness of ab Cold waves from

touches freezing poi o the end of Janu
point and seldom rises 70°F and it is a temperature never

varieties of grass and forests. Low amount a

5 R L of sy s . Cr
;so fh lﬁxltmg factor. The region experience great I;;etcrgl’]lltanon in Sumg]ps’
! y and seasonal with cold winter and hot summ s of tem
:ln Mg—{i%:r before the start of the monsoon season. Lik sldbaial
issgf : c(iiue to extreme climate provides heal.thy € other. s
e C;lllvg":r ulratlon and lasts for about six moﬂ&‘;PUIatxon. S
with westm)’swxi’nisantédi'l;he harshness of summer becom ;
S shiltiig Tolling ;ﬂ o aﬁdsgoﬂ;v at the wind speed of 2"5_ conspicuous
phere with dust. The highest te;?g;; phenomenon charing trrules pe
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The activity of the earliest man has been evid : SIND QUARTERLY 39
zone. The sturdier mlation continued to live in thé :;‘lec:i;g thi_s desery
-t s i o, i o im0 e B, VERIENREE
be 2000 years old are found particularly i o Dicss Whith aie e o A v i Q. et 29
and other parts of the desert which re\?'e;la,ll1 he rocky hills of Naga iy 1975 .. 32 { 5 5 = > >
lated duri h 1d civili - that the area wa rparkar . 5 46 27 38 29 345
uring the old civilization. s well popy, 19;6 it 15 45 26 42 21 414
1977 e 33 14 43 27 41 29 309
1978 = 32 13 44 27 40 28 ° 345

The climate of the tract is well suited to th
e production of sj
side
Source: Meteorological Laboratory Umerkot and Office of the Deputy

Commissioner Tharparkar, Mirpurkhas.

Thar desert remains covered with natural vegetation usually from July
to October in good rainy years. The common plants of the area incl
Acacia arabica, Euphorbia condicipholia, penium turgidum, Commiphora-
mukul, Leptadenia spartium, Crotalaria burhia, Grewia populifolia, Calli-
gonum polygonoides Linn., Forestia jaequemonttii, Gymnosporia Mountana,
Gitrullus colocynthis, Boerheavia diffusa, Cypegus areanarius and indigo-
fera species.6 These are classified into trees, shrubs, herbs and grass.
Tecomelle undulata (.......- ) is a good quality timber plant exhibiting &
beautiful show of red flowers in dense crowns, but is on the verge of
extinction. Capparis decidua (.....- ) a deciduous, much branched thorny
shrub is another red brown flowered with long-beaked edible fruit contains
medicinal properties and serves as fuel wood. Other popular trees locally

, Kandi (......-- ), Chilkatrio (......c.-- )

known as Kanderi (.......- ) : . ;
form the economic means which provide animal

er
Perature
he h]ghest
ub-tropical
ummy
Summer nighisr

P e ng the atmos.
re at time may rise to IIIISI‘?Ig

ary. Winter out 40 days from

¢ rains in the area are characterized bsolutely rainless5

b
¥ monsoonic showers. These are

34 years were :
economic activities eoJ;otegetnc;?:ilyd good rainy years, WIﬁclzhz Season;” Tl and Khabar (....----
:hagws relain  moisture after sepegdmg mostly on rain ngoél raged all feed, human subsistence (. «.v«--- ) in the farm of edible f\juits, and wood
e and for agricultural crops lent precipitation to keep Plé!rlgzn?;d for household use and timber. Among the shrubs, Khip (ceeeeeeaes )
§ Ak (....), Thuhar CGaxo s ), Bavari (].3...(....), Gslg'llz'mak( ( ...... g,
Pl O , Tnakaro (...... :

Table 2: Mean Mt

Year

arch to Qct.
Maxi- Mins. : July to Oct. Falls

Morari (...ooonnee ), Phog (....---- )
Khip provides glabrous 1

roof covers, ak a
bavari. morari, phog and ta
tion to wood plant where gu

District Census Report-Tharparkar, (Karachi:

1. Government of Pakistan, (
Census Commissionery, Ministry of Home and Kashmir Affairs, 1961)

p. 1-8
2. Ibid, p. 1-10-12. :
3. Government of West Pakistan, (Gazetteer of Sind), (Lahore; Board of
Revenue, 1968), p. 4.

as fibie for ropes and shanti
as well as medicinal plants,

nkaro serve as goat and camel feed in addi-

: . and Mini
During Various S Mimimum Temperature of Thar Desert
glan provides gum like enzyme. Whereas,

s S
ons and Rainfall from 1968 to 1978

Temperature in Centigra de

Winter
Nov. to. Feb, Summer D ook ﬁ;l?;age

Maxi- .
Mini-  Maxi- Mini.

mm  mym
UM mum  mum b
30 Centigrad S 4. Government of Wes: Pakistan, Gazetteer of Sind, (Lahore: Board of Revenue,
11 % o 1968), p. 4.
35 4“4 Mill ’ .
16 23 illimeters
. gj 13 22 33 ) %;/ 215 5. District Census Report, Op. cit, p- 16-17
i 46 28 41 28 ,,55 6. C.I. 1llahi and C.M. Sharif. The vegetation and Range Flora of Thar
% 40 29 “913 Desert. ( Hyderabad: The West Pakistan Forest Department, 1966, p- 19)
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Thar mostly joint family system is practiced, the people :

[ ! y ticed, ple are stotus

and simple while women faithfully participate in economic act:'l:i’tihardy
and work from dawn to dusk. wa:at

Problems and Remedies

The development of a country should mean the uplift of

graphic parts, productive as well as those less attractivc?h'gshgtdagbeihc Bt
programmds must entail uniform approach with equal opportunitie o%ment
the sections of population without time and space gap between rics:hor o
mcl)lr cz:iqsmg mental disparities and regional disturbances, and unsati ?nd
5 ug:ym‘g l:x}éhurclizant‘;cdedc dx;qnphx;(el doutbtful faith and challenging ':t:f;
e el S oordinated efforts for the development of coun-

The people of Thar receive a little and

: | share ing i :
g;gsg;llitzyeéu}d economic development. It meansal:;o:;’ggu;:;;g l;n S Rsionel
o b nhagirtattl}:gufllgtdzg ei'ltle %;"ea ;:lnd to elevate the standardeg? lli?/?:ge

3 : t. They deserve attention to
e i T o T Pt o P o G
. Ing, nation m < SR
TR e e et
above all integrated ucers, consumers, voters, fair lab ol
part of our economi et our force and

concern. It : ic mechanism is a
made avails;ll:t it:z ?haéhzflgp:-lésast tXtihe benefits of dqvelopmexgl ags;t(;iis%re&:
wherein the short run returns are lesztrata of socicty in backward areas

The desert community i
of modernizatio umty is under relentless pressu
:lt,mf,t:sred }o pmsncmdo(l:il;l:gﬁ; Iotfltlﬁ: bt:g:n_l stx;zitiged blff cfzg?;iv%uﬁlgirtm;:
the basis of custom and usage in i priviieged classes and functi
inevitably means sage in isolation. The UoELionman
appropriite o ltil:lt'sa f;;v influential well conn‘zzg"ar?g tl}% community
% e share of the benefits from developﬁle“tenF people
s n

depressed ; io-economi
strata of society, nomic order for its people who are
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_ The implementation of such policies is not an cas task as U

existed for centuries a stratified. unjust and cxploitat?;vc socio-ecohm:otl:n!sc
order. There existed sharp dichotomy with abysmally low level of literacy
and income for politically enslaved masses. These form source of cheap
labour gnd raw material. The development programmes consciously or
unconsciously continue to be highly discriminatory against the poor people
of the region. The tract has been entirely left out of the development,
feeling risk areas, causing explosive widening of regional income disparities.
The people suffer the greatest inequity to crop deep sense of deprivation.
Social justice to promote education and economic interests of this area,
enable education, training, agricultural and industrial development and to
allow participation in national activities by serving the common peo
rather than urban elite and the rural feudal classes. There should be a link
in the chain of events which would hopefully transform life and living in

backward areas to improve the quality of life.

food supplies. We rely on agr -
carned foreign exchange costs on 1 odgrains. Due to limita-
tions of physical land resources in irrigated plains we are
take-off and intensive cultivation, but it also requires exploitation of !
and water resources of backward regions of the country of which Thar

f land for culti-

desert offers a great scope of supplementing 5-6 lac acres O
vation.

There is continuous mass exodus
areas resulting in poverty
national economic probiems could only be so ;
poverty, regional planning, and dcvclochqt of backward areas. It lies
in increasing opportunities through farming, small scale de-centr
industries, labour intensive works to create better physical infra-structure,

land development and development of villages to stagger concentration gf
ople in urban centres. i ould be reduced and staggered in
both time and areas. The tract is not properly utilizing its human resources.

What is needed is the growth of employment policies from an overall stra-
i by integrated approach linking employment.

tegy of resource utilization pddase i
with increased production, and the overall development and utilization
of resources would su “Wealth must be generated within the area,
employment linked with production to generate savings 10 re-invest, such
a dynamic growth pattern can sustain full employment providing basic ]
needs. The productivity per person is a measure of the prosperity of

people.
Complete or partial drought conditions, non-availability of work,
v and depletion of means of earning, compel desert population
irri areas for 4 to 6 months every year.

to the adjacent 1rri ted
¥ - M: h to July, un-employment and

ditions prevail from Marc y !
oblems leaving no alternative but to migrate.
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Miserable living conditions, travelling to distant places in search of employ-
ment and indebtedness constitute socio-economic problems. Thus, there is
an increasing number of people willing to work who are unable to find
jobs on which they can manage an adequate living. The landless and the
jobless are living without dignity and security due to social injustice and
exploitative order leading at urban centres, such migration takes away the
more enterprising and talented persons out of communities and the hiatus
so created in leadership inevitably leads to slow progress and absence of
innovation and creative purposeful change rather abject poverty of the
people. The labour migration from Thar to irrigated areas mostly seek
employment in agriculture particularly do harvesting of winter crops at
lower rates inducing growers to rely on these people every year, but rains
check mobility for certain years which cause shortage of labour as well as
the hope of such cheap labour does not allow farm mechanization.

The area is being self-managed at extremely primitive levels of tech-
nology, but there are bright possibilities of securing manifold increases in
agricultural productionn manufacturing and industries by the use of appro-
priate technologies. Resources development is a function of technology and
enterprise. The social institutions, customs and simplicity when added with
poverty further limit the endeavours of the inhabitants. Major portion of
their limited financial resources is diverted to the celebration of festivals
gifts, ceremonies, marriages, briths and deaths, and receiving guests which
maintain social values. The disturbed man-land ratio is resulting in a stag-
hant, un-progressive and exploitative system of the land use. 4

The inhabitants of Thar desert liv
) ar e wretchedly and face economi
gll)s;;ﬁ;sn icllixe to lack (l)cf amenities of life. Scanty and uncertain cmploym?n‘t:
) Cs are striking realities. They are subjected t ieni
tions living in thatched dwellin i s gl
. gs and remain stagnant t ith ti
The inherent adverse conditio; i i S s e
. onditions give rise to deprivati i 3
i el _ 0 deprivations  of children’s
cation, ba ghts of education, health transport i
sanitation. clectncnty_and housing are not worth any ml?:nti;)r?.] a;‘l;le(t):;ng%

meat has to be made. These may cost thre

Stone is available in Na

on o garparkar and should get start fi in 1

o pf) :sczlr;;etr:;égn oi\roa.ds and from Badin orgNaukot fl;(:-n:aitltvl:;e Ilriln{(esp?tclf
> 3 hospital for every 200 families, a highyschoolwflor

00 families and a scj
: ence college for 10.0 ili : p
well established telecommunication, elé:c(t)x(')icriz:;1 lgflfi b::nz:]c();/txged gaignin

Itis strange to not
. - e that nobody j
in s yin Th . se
agriculture. Very primitive seed is beingall;sl;:iwivx:stz::':a-(:)lgt:tt)l;1 bceh(x:ltalf tlvm%s
ry an

practice
with the

increased as well as new crops int !
necessary inputs. ps introduced and the farmers aided with

The man has indeed aggravated the proble
by deforestation, overgrazing and cultivzgion o?ilg;sa?:dla;g: a'ltlx:lfolamd?
leaving soil bare and exposed to wind and water erosion disturbigrlx balzrx1 :
ed eco-systems. It is said that there exist 56 per cent of the area undgr f ng
and pastures in Thar, but practically nothing has been done to r:sm
the national wealth on scientific lines. It was further known thag abouet
2,052,000 acres of land were transferred to forest department under the
Thar and soil conservation scheme and was claimed to haye put 3000 acres
under afforestation,10 but one can authentically say that nothing has so
far been done in this regard in the area. Without taking care of forest
wealth, regeneration of forest is incapable of keeping pace with men’s
destruction through uncontrolled grazing and cutting of too much wood.
Pasture and forest resources could well be enriched by aerial seeding of
the region adding local and adoptive plants which will not only serve
forestry but will also check wind erosion.

The huge range lands are the natural locale for raising livestock and
are a major source of the supply of draught animals and foods of animal
origin. The best bullocks are being produced in the desert which still need
genetic quality. Livestock wealth of Thar desert needs be safeguarded
and developed on scientific lines to make it really a national product. Mea-
sures to improve pastures, establishing veterinary and am_mal husbandry
centres, marketing and breeding centres are of immediate interest.

Water resource deyelopment is a gigantic problem encountering the
desert tract of Thar. Silting up of river beds to spare water for the tract

i duced to the minimum not only to improve
and erosion control be re sl T

the local conditions but also for the continued. prosp: i (

as a whole. Great difficulties arise from the vana:blllty and '"eﬁtgl?(‘i"ly

of the rainy season causing uncertain waterﬁ Supphg?alflc;riﬁr(l)\?:garp;lrke:t"
; A u espec!

much of the rainfall is lost through run-o lslicsg.en 4 hill torents become

area. During rainy season, water in streams, BV © 5 0 o on soil,
3 1s. devastation of crops and washung ‘
a bane causing flash floods, the land of the desert if properly har-

Water so lost could irrigate a e
nessed. This water is collected in earth dams and ponds, used optimaly,

p. 1-8.

10. District Census Report, Op. cit.,
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........ nd other
woes)y ‘Gambol (oves e ), Gandheer ( ), a
rn::alg' and ch'ennials provide cattle, grazing.

ad life i i ing. Fox, wild cat, and other small
. The wni‘d lnl{f ilr:: {ﬁf:t :r::s:pp'l?ha;u:igeer known to be in abundance in
al:uma.lst ﬁg aﬁost disappeared. While among economic value birds, only
partrt : pa:ls and sand grouse are selt-managed. The abundant rodents and
sna.kelsgigsplenty are the enemies of life in the area. Rat is the enemy of
agriculture and pastures while snakes menace men and animals. The dan-
ggtrous species of snakes rampant in th(e area mc;stiy 111[(11 ih(ot rainy gea;gg
include Khapur (........ Cobra; (4sen v undyis s s s
}211‘:;1: (Khapur .)(. all of t)hese are highly poisonous. Abo.ut' peehan
it is said that it visits its victim while asleep poisoning by spxttl‘ng. into
the mouth or so. It is symptomized by the blindness of the patient visual-
ized on light. Swallowing and choking of throat cause death. To keep the
throat open, the local treatment method provides alum mixed with milk
taken orally to make conffnuous vomit. If alum is not available, terminal
leaves of ak are provided supplemented by milk. The alkeloidal effect
is not felt by the patient. Eating raw onions and floor lighting during
nights repel the attack.

Agriculture is the main occupation of Thar desert. It possesses vast
potentials of crop production if sufficient rain falls in the area. The pre-
sence of alluvial soils and considerable flat areas mostly in Nagarparkar
and Chachro talukas and rich clay fields in Mithi and Diplo talukas
invite agricultural endeavours. Major portion of this desert is quite
productive for local crops like millet (bajra), Gowar, Moong, Moth, Cow-
peas, Till and cucurbits. Out of 5726,720 acres of desert area, 20 per cent
land is fit for cultivation.7 Only summer crops are possibly grown.
When seasonal rainfall exceeds 150 mm., it brings five to six lac acres of
land under crops. A few acres of land particularly in Nagarparkar and
Diplo talukas are cultivated on well irrigation in winter. Sorghum is also
grown mostly on conserved moisture on late rains particularly in Diplo
and part of Mithi taluka. Millet and gowar are the main crops of the
area which provide food, fodder and concentrates. Local varieties of crops
are grown without the use of fertilizers, and cultural practices mostly

do not bqther: farmers except for hard clay soils of Diplo where presow-
Ing plowing is done. Traditional implements are used, a plow and pora
drill are common, draw_n mostly behind a camel or a pair of donkeys,
rarely after _ bullocks in Nagarparkar, The crop yields depend on the
n}ttt:ﬁs:ty and mtervals of rains. No one else bothered i
of the area ning to actual area cultivated, yields 1
agricultural lands are surveyed in number and a)ll'ea, a.x‘?c!l1 dmgrp(;)delclfnlgg\./e'gl}::
department charges. land tax at fixed rates of Re. 1/- for less than two
acres and the maximum of Rs, 8/- for 40 acres varying with field sizes
of 5, 10, 15, 25, 40, acres, mostly below 10 acres, The area and roduction
pattern of crops are given in the following table, £
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Table 3: Production of p; ¢
to 197795 Different Crops in Thar Desert During 1974-75

N e
Crop Year \\C Roprs

Millet Sorghum  Guar Seasamum Caster seed

Average area 335486 2(5in P
vera, @ ' 25 3315,
e 315.25 126336.25 14567 28373.25
1974-75 to 197778 * :
(In Quintals

1974-75 190108 7471 ) 8063 5 18178
1975-76 234665 8844 252699 10925 13309
1976-77 378034 TR 300785 11607 18857
1977-78 39108 7745 42sses 19137 22879

Source: Directorate of Agriculture Sind (Statistics Wing) Hyderabad,

7. Government of Pakistan. District Census Report Tharparkar Census 1961,

p. 140 (Karachi: Census Commissioner, Ministry of Home and Kashmir
Affairs, 1961), p. 1-8. 1

The desert oﬁ‘ers_ excellent opportunities for raising livestock. Major~
uncultivable. and adjoining village areas (Gauchar) come under natural
pastures which grow on rains. Under thick growth of grass, the green

constitutes the main-stay of the people. Land and livestock wealth are
considered a criterion of ascribing social status. Thar maintains about.
15 per cent of livestock wealth of Sind province. It includes quite big
herds of cows, scattered camels, donkeys and buffalows_ and .ﬁocks of goat.
and sheep. The livestock fluctuates within the desert with rains. They mig=
rate to irrigated areas in Sind in less rain years. Likewise, Thar provides
grazing to cattle from irrigated areas of Sind in rich rainy years. A Thar
family, on an average owned 11 cattle in 1975-76.8 There would hardly
be a family without cattle waealth in the area.

Thar desert is comparatively less populated because of poor economic:
conditions and water a!)carcity. It comprises 5.72 million_acres of l[gr;g
and accommodates 0.52 million people in its 283 permanent villages establis l
ed on wells. The population in desert constitutes 3.72 perccn:1 of the tota
population of Sind province. T:}c dcln;g%r?pl}ngc_, Ztr?ghstl}ll?vl; tc:tn rg;c(:)rrcéiesg

) cent in population from 1961 to \ f
ggg;t;60¥e£3 persor?s gcr square mile with population grow:h rtgtiuc‘)ll; 31!‘1,3
o e st a2 i Sl

X ent female.9 Social stratificatior C1a%
glggsl}grr fhe area are remarkable and majority of people pcﬁggﬁfé :ggrl o
status. They love and live for their environment and neig '
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uld provide a valuable alternative. For this purpose site specific techpo.
f:giw could be developed.

entify possibilities of tapping water resources,

Hydrological surveys to id through tubewells and wells need to Vigo-

nd, A
both surface and glylgggg‘t’ic studies, surveys and planning should be

rously pursued. ; f medium and small dams and d
struction ol mediu ponds.
undert::uegwf%ag :ezgrves available in almost all talukas of the desert
The'sularl Diplo, Nagarparkar and Chachro at the depths of 25 to 50
partic : oycould be developed for general use and irrigating small fields,
%f: %cal population lacks technical know-how and have no financial
resources to install even Egyptian wheels or small engines to pump water.
No efforts have ever been made to finance these farmers or to exploit

water resources.

Rains fall in cyclical fashion, three years of famine experiences in ten
years and a year of rain scar_city occurs once in three years. Someumes,
at places, water is not even available for drinking purpose. Wells dry down,
recharge becomes insufficient to feed wells particularly during summer.
The existing inadequate number of wells mostly belong to poor people
of the area. This number could be increased if this problems given due thou-
ght. Some expects claim that deep seated sweet water occur at about 600
to 1000 feet and perched water at 100 to 300 feet.11.

Ancient history reveals that two rivers; Sutlej and Saraswati used to
pass through Thar desert ending in the Gulf of Kutch at parinager, an
ancient sea port. Later the Saraswati dried up, now Ghaghar flowing to the
east of Bhawalpur. The Sutlej shifted its course, the bed turned into hatural
channel, presently Nara, and joined the Indus.12 The old river beds should
be surveyed which must provide stream of underground sweet water for
tubewell installation in the area. Also the old river bed could again be
opened and fed from some barrage or flood waters which otherwise go
waste devastating the country.

There is a precious reserve of building stones of good quality in Nahgar-
parkar hills, Many other minerals and crockery clay as well as cement
stone could be derived from these rocks. Also a weil known natural common
salt reserve in Diplo (Saran) be developed on commercial lines. However,
extensive survey is required to explore the hidden treasures of the sand and
hills. Most possibly, the desert could yield petroleum.

: Plenty of raw materials are produced in Thar, but the area lacks
industrial effort. Skins and hides, wool, goat and camel hair, milk and milk

1. Goiffith A.L. The vegenation of Thar Desert of Si P
Agriculture Government of India, 1946 ) ;s.zern(') oS ez, of

7 .
12. 177179%m;s 31;?mlant, View of Hindustan ( Oxford: University of Oxford

SIND QUARTERLY

term basis with the objectives to identify s cial

and human _resources, particularly agricuﬁtu]::, soiFr c?ri:en;ws/a?i%i n@ﬁ:‘
small scale industries, and basic infra-structure to ascertain devel'opmen{
potentials and possibilities of technological and institutional improvements
in livestock, forestry, range management and cooperatives. It will suggest
technology, cropping pattern, cultural practices and better seed. For
industrial development, it will suggest types of industrial projects to make
maximum use of local raw materials and minerals. Whereas, for the develop-
ment of physical infra-structure, it will survey appropriate sites for the
construction of small dams, roads and rail. Due to jil development of
social infra-structure, it will outline plans for introducing technical education
and health facilities, Finally, it must assess financial requirements and
financing and should suggest establishing an autonomous authority to plan,
supervise and coordinate development activities.

My candle burns at both ends.

It will not last the night

But ah my foes and oh my friends
It gives a lovely light.

Time, like an every rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away.
They fly forgotten as a dream

Dies at the open day. Ysac Watts’
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SHAH ABDUL LATIF
AND SHAKESPEARE

T.L. VASWANI

Sindhi f the 18th century—Shah Abdul Latif,—is superior
?Shkespéuem,o—me English ];tlryoet of the 18th century.

peare, I know, has been idolised by his countrymen. We in
Sind l?ah:g&x:ot yet paid our debt of gratitude to our Poet: we never can

pay if.

Shakespeare was, doubtless, a great poet. Shah Latif was not only
a great poetpgﬁi, also, a great mystic,—a saint. Shakespeare was a singer
and an actor but he was not,—as Shah Latif was,—a man of self-realisation.

Alexander Pope being asked why Shakespeare wrote his plays, said:—
“One must eat !” Shah Latif sang his Iyrics and stories out of the full-
ness of his soul.

Shakespeare returned everyday from the stage to his home in Stat-
ford, but did “mischief on the way,” says a modern critic; “fo; alwa_.ys
he stopped at Mrs. Davenant’s inn at Oxford and finally left behind him
there a son who never complained of his paternity !”

In Shakespeare you find colour, riot, excess, unrestrained passion, a
mint of phrases,—yes, and energy, but not aspiration to the Eternal! Despair
was in the heart of Shakespeare,— despair and melancholy. But in the
heart of Shah Latif was the Hope that springs forever in the human heart,

was the Faith of a Prophet, was the Vision of a Sage, was the Joy of
a Saint !

Sing ye the praise of Him who still doth heal;
The True One He: and Him within you Jeel !

What a note of hope in these words of Shah Latif ! A higher note is .
in the following words:—

In th* stormy seq of life not one as yet
With “I”’ as guide his feeble foot doth set, .
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of the Beauty of the Beloved movy

49

There sings a yet higher note in this great Poet of Sing

! DAt is the
Ing on the Paths of men:— 3
He walks,— the On

Belove'd: His w :
“In Beauty's Name” ved: His Name doth ring:

. So Earth itself  doth Sing :
In reverence I bow down to the P

OC(-Sa' Vo 1 B8 .
much for us: what have e done for . 0 aski— “He did M

him 9

At Twenty four years of age

€3]
@
(©)
@)
®)

(©)

Attila was conquerring, Europe and Asia

Alexander the great had started his world conquest from Macedonia,
Baber was entering India.

Clive started his career as an empire builder

Pitt the younger became the Prime Minister of England. In his con-
summate handling of British Finances he helped the British _crush
Nepoleon. He proved a financial wizard for Industrial Revolution in
Great Britain. He himself died in debt of £20,000 which was cleared
by the vote of the British parliament.

i i leted the
lThousie became governor general of Indl‘i‘l and complet
cDoa:lql(;gstl of India by guffawing with gusto ; ’:rhe Sikh nation has
called for war and by God they shall have it”.
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THE DABGARAN MOSQUE, THATTA:

ITS ARCHITECTURE AND ARCHITECTURAL DECORATION

Ahmad Nabi Khan

Thatta, the chief centre of the socio-political activities of Sind during
the mediaeval times, had the distinction of possessing some of the out-
standing specimens of the Islamic architecture in the subcontment.lThc
galaxy of grand and colourful mosques, tombs, madrasas, towers, palaces
ete. once adorned the city and environs to prove that its people led a life
of opulence and luxury. Few of these monumental buildings have how-
ever survived the ravages of time, except a few mosques and tombs
standing in the city and on the neighbouring hill called the Makli Hill.
These buildings, though now devoid of their original sheen and beauty,
are the reminiscences of the glory that this metropolis once was.

Among these grand edifices was a Jame’ Mosque now commonly
know as the Dabgir Masjid (colour Plate I), Originally, the mosque stood in
_the midst of the old bazar of Dabgaran, then a thriving business centre,
and was the chief congregational mosque of the city. It was thpreforc
called ‘Masjid Dabgaran. Built in wellfired red bricks on stone founda-
tion and clad with clourful tiles and tilemosaics, the mosque once
crowned the city centre. The area has now formed the southern extre-
mity of the town lying deserted and desolate. The mosque itself is now
a shell of its by-gone glory; only the dilapidated prayer chamber exists
and the main entrance the vestibule the cloisters and other usual archi-
tectural elements have fallen and disappeared. During its hey day, the
mosque was visited by a multitude of people both the elite of the city as
well as the common man, among whom was also the Moghul emperor
Shahjahan who came to Thatta during the days of his princehood and
offered prayer here.l Later on his accession, he ordered to build a bigger
mosque here which was completed in 1054-57A.H./1644-47 A.D. and
named as Shahjahan Mosque.2 It appears that since that date, the Dab-
garan Mosque lost its importance.

*The term ‘mediaeval’ is used rather loosely here. The article refers to late
16th and etrly 17th centuries. Although Thatta existed earlier and Muhammed
Tughlug came here in 1350 A.D. its period of glory begins with Jam Niza-
muddin Sama’s reputed founding of the town in circa 1495 A.D. (ed.)

1. Mir ‘Ali Sher Qane’, Tuhfat al-Kiram (ed. Husam ud-Din Rashidi)

(Hyderabad 1971). P.
2. Henry Cousen, Antiquities of Sind (Calcutta 1929) p. 121 sqq.
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THE FOUNDER :

The mosque was built b
the famous Chengez Khan, wly S Kbats Charkas3, o
the service of Mulla Jani of Bunder 3 :

entered the service of ‘Tsa Khan Ta
: : i - rkhan T (962-

as his cupbearer. Gradualy, e roseto. prompae i L3566 AD),
B ined this posiﬁéﬁ c(lirilrspmt::}(ll him the administrat;- “;1 gigla‘_ned the con-
5 ring the days of M; . 981 1US possessions
21562-%% ?AE?% Jfl‘.l’Bhe achieved a real inﬂuenclz Z‘gaqx Beg (974'93. AH|J
ay a Jani Beg, the last independent ruler of (he oot Quring the
of whom he was the grand vazir. Durip il er of the Tarkhan family
between Jani Beg and Khan Kh S

nent role and showed his skill and competence both a
S

as an administrator and diplomat. Wh
. en the terms of iliati
econciliation be-

tween Khan Khanan and Jani Beg w .
: ere
Ske cace 'of his master: His perf%rman::%s:;,ated’ Khusrau Khan advocated

much that he asked Jani Beg to include ressed the Moghul general so
: . 6 :

imperial court. Later on, when Akbar %gi(:@eﬁl the e
certain areas of lower Sind on Jani Beg, Khusrau Khan o kernorshxp‘ of
the _task of looking after the administration of these’ . arkas was given
Jani Beg.3 On the death of Jani Beg, reas on behalf of

: 3 Cha :
GhazniBeg who was a minor at the time ofr 1;3: ;ﬁsiilz)%omtcd regent of

“ \
petty servant. After some time, he

2 warrior as well

In 1017 A.H./1608 A.D., Jahanei i
B gir decided t 1
Qandahar to suppress the revolt of Qazilbashs, Inoh;e nﬁ)sgngtzll(%eugs o
Khan was to look after the affairs of Sind. During this period he comni:;'t‘f
téﬁ e).«igsscst}mnd.z%so (r:lnlspehaved with Tarkhan nobles who cE)mplained to
; i A e
g ﬁ‘z; pﬁce. azi Beg decided to dismiss Charkas and appoint Hindu Khan

This perhaps occurred in 1019 A.H./1610 A.D. But the new arrange-
ment were not to last long as hardly a year later Mirza Ghazi himself
died suddenly. On this, Khusrau ousted Hindu Khan, declared Mirza’
Abd al-’Ali a de_scendent of Mirza Baqj, as successor of Ghazi Beg, and him-
self took the reigns of the government. Jahangir’s stern action frustrated
Charkas’s plans who deposed the young ‘Abd al-’Ali and ordered him to
present himself to the Imperial Court. Khusrau Charkas was also to accom-

3. Bibliographical references to this personality are found in almost all the
local histories of Sind. For a consolidated account, see Note in Sindhi by
Sayyid Husam vd-Din Rashidi in Mir Ali Sher Qane, Makli Nama (Hydera-
‘ bad, 1967) pp. 159-232; idem in Tuhfat al Kiram, pp. 214-17. The above .
narration is based on these notes.
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pany the deposed prince. On their arrival at Ajmer, they were put to
prison. Charkas died in prison.4

Thus came to end the eventful career of Khusrau Charkas who rose
to the high power from a very low position and enjoyed virtually the rights
and privileges of a ruler for well over twenty five years. The contemporary
as well as later writers have portrayed him as a most capable administrator
with decent taste and cultured habits. Generous and religious minded, he
never disappointed these who came to him for favour. During the long
period of this political and administrative influence, also tr!ed to do as
much good for the poeple as possible. According to Qane’ he built as
many as 360 grand edifices for the benefit of his people which lr}cluded
mosques, wells, bridges, tanks, pavilions efc. Among these, his two
monumental works, the Dabgaran Mosque at Thatta and a grand build-
ing called Sat Charhni at Makli Hill still exist though in dilapidated
condition, they speak of the resourcefulness and taste of the builder.

THE MOSQUE: ARCHITECTURE

The Dabgaran Mosque which at its prime served as the main congre-
gational place in the city of Thatta, was built in 997, A.H./ 1588 A.D. It
possesses characteristic features of the architecture and architectural decora-
tion used in the historic buildings at Thatta and Makli Hill. Unfortunately,
most of the grandeur of this mosque which it once had has gone now.
The entrance Gateway and the cloisters which must have been grand and
impressive, have fallen and disappeared. The most oufstanding feature
of its decoration is the faience and faience mosaics with which the interior
of the prayer chamber is replete. Similarly, the exquisitely carved stone
Mehrab is the one of the most beautiful specimen of the art of stone carying.

The courtyard of the mosque, a rectangle measuring 96 feet 7 inches in
length and 61 inches in width, and the prayer chamber are now enclosed
with a modern brick-wall with a five feet break in the centre on the
east for entrance. The courtyard has lost its original brick pavement,
while the surrounding area, specially on the east, outside the boundary
wall, is filled with jungle growth (P.TIa).5

The one aisle-Prayer Chamber is to a great extent intact iand is the
only existing part of the mosque. Architecturally, it is an oblong structure

4. Mir Muhammad Tarkhan Nama (Hyderabad 1965) p. 95. However,
Qane’ writes that Khusrau Khan defied the imperial orders and fled to Lahori
Bander and from there went to Iran, where he died. But, it is evident that
he spent his last days at Ajmer and died there in 1028 A.H./1618 A.D. He
is lying buried in the compound of Khwaja Mw’in al-Din Chishti. c.f. Sayyed
Husam al-Din, (ed.) Tuhfat al-Kiram p. 214 fn. 1.

5. Pl Ib, shows the back view of the prayer chamber repaired in recent
years.
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measuring, internally,
4-1/2 inches from east to west (Fi

possesses the Mehrab in the shape ofeSlem wall of each compa

being the grandest. Similarly ]
compartments have arched ngc)l{egle RS A i ""

The front opening of th
four centred arches, thg centrai g;tyg o e e 1 S

the highest. Originally, it had a lowcing the nave being the largest an {.

= ; facade of

disappeared. The two side openi i Of parapet, now fallen ang
. penings still retain th iect g

frames. '1("1he exterior surfa_ce was originally treated ‘i_ it}ljlr(?h iclfdli honzlo tal

creating decorative panels in low recess. The two piers on eith me plastes

central opening leading to the nave ha . n either side of the

Inside the prayer chamber the main feature i S i
and deep arched niches set in the centre of the threse gg:;:ﬁ:riei{: tt(t)xeﬂl:gg
the formal Mehrab. The main Mehrab in the central compartment, has a
special treatment of elaborate decoration. It is a big panel of yello;v sand
stone surmounted with another arched panel of glazed “tile-mosaics
(P.112). The individuality of the stone panel has been emphasised by
the use of yellow stand stone which adds advantageously and soberly to
the light and shade of the polychrome faience revetment. The whole sur-
face is divided into several horizontal and vertical panels on which are
carved floral motifs. The two broad main panels, one horizontal and the
other vertical running upward possess Quranic inscriptions. The horizontal
panel has the date in numbers. On either side of these panels are running
panels of intricate floral tracery in high relief. The floral decoration con-
sists of interwind scrolls and the bands of full-blown multi-petalled lot-
uses carved in high relief, and placed one upon the other with tendrils
arranged in between the lotuses, thus creating a highly ornamental chain
of lotuses (P1. IIa). Similarly, the central space of the spendrils has been
decorated with full-blown multi-petalled lotuses carged in high relief, while
the remaining space has been filled with scrolls and lentrils.

The arched recess sunk 3 feet 9 inches deep into the wall also possesses |
intricate decorative motifs. The surface has been arranged in five long
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vertical panels each having beautifully carved medallions placed under a
ornamental arch which is in turn, crowned with an arrowhead motif. The
top and bottom of the medallions possess full-brown lotuses carved is high
relief. Similarly, the blank space on either :_;xde of the meda!llon bolh_at
the top and the bottom as well as on the sxdp of the arch,_ls filled with
small lotuses. The inner border of the panel is decorated with tracery of
intricate design, while the exterior has a row of lotuses placed within a
chain of lozenges. The interior of the arch and the space at the back has
been filled with interwind tendrills. The piers of the arched niches are
provided with two decorative pilasters in high relief on the tops of
which are placed two small crowns, while the lower surface has been divi-
ded into two parts separated with slightly projected miniature pavilions.
The surface has vertical rows of circles interwind in the shape of a chain.
On either side of the Mehrab are two small arched opening, 2 feet 4
inches wide, penetrating through the wall which provide light and air to the
interior of the prayer chamber.

The two side compartments of the prayer chamber also possess Meh-
rabs in the shape of arched niches in order to create harmony. They are,
however, less ornamental and do not possess stone facing. The niches has
been divided into five vertical panels from top to bottom for the purpose *
of decoration (P1. IIT b).

THE FAIENCE REVETMENT:

As usual with the brick architecture in Sind, the interior of the
prayer chamber is covered with faience decoration arranged in panels of
various shapes and sizes (Pls. II-1V). This colourful surface decoration has

bleen achieved by adopting the f\ ollowing three different techniques at different
places.

I.  Square brick tiles having floral designs in blue and white glaze.
These tiles are fixed to obtain a full and continuous pattern of
decoration. The joints of the tiles are laid teogther in such
a way that there is hardly any thing visible outside. The device

it may be noticed, has been used almost universally on brick
buildings in Sind.

1T. Glazed-surface bricks are arranged to obtain geometric patterns
like squares, lozenges, crosses, grids, triangles, etc. Sometime
the bricks having different glazed colours are put together as
alternate courses thus creating straight and continuous lines
of different colours mostly red and blye. A_yet another device
of similar nature is to have the bricks with glazed edges in
white or blue. When arranged, the glazed line of the bricks
Imitate the line of morter in between the courses of bricks.
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111, Specially cut and glazed small

used to cover the surface of i
the squin,
the drum as well a5 the p squinches the broad ba;

The central compartment iful ti ‘
\ pOssess some i ied
on square tiles to cover the soffits of the i il  onmiion it

: ; our grand arched openi ( Plate
IT). The main motifs used here ¢ i peling  Fladg
placed at the corners and are the two big and two small medallionst

: _ near the apex. The remaining space i d
with serolls of tendrils and flowers. The decorative scheme rllmgas ;!))aeei rls ﬁll ¢

on all the bigger or smaller soffits in other compartments. (P1. Iib).

. Bcsid'cs, the side-compartments have two
in glazed tiles. They are applied on the inner s

CONCLUSION

The above description of the architecture and architectural decoration
of the Dabgaran Mosque, the carliest existing mosque in Thatta, provides
some interesting aspects of the evolution and development of the mosque
architecture in Sind. The dilapidated and structurally devoid of essential
clements of the mosque, it is still a fine specimen of traditional brick
architecture and its ornamentation. Among the most interesting features
i its  Mehrab which decorates the nave of the prayer chamber. The
Mehrab has been regarded as the principal acrchitectural feature of a4 mosque
and therefore special attention has been painted to create it as grand and
ornamental as possible. Where, the high arched-niche has been encased with
yellow stone, delight carved in decorative motifs as well as Quranic ins-
criptions. The art of stone carving in Sind it may be pointed out was
a local ingenuity practised here since the olden days and was perhaps
influenced with the art of Gujrat manifested in the monumental works
‘like the Hilal Khan Qazi' mosque at Dholka, the Jama Mosque at Cham-
paner or the tomb of Mubarak Shah at Mahmudabad. However, the
personality of Sindhi’ artist is emphasized at every stage of his work.

it was in the faience and faience mosaic decoration that this
mosqt?cul made a significant contribution. The real glazed tile mcl):m;s
used here as surface decoration was the earliest experiments wllxllc the
architect of this mosque carried out. The device was used, t}?og}g\ah?;:-
ngly in Sind, in later buildings the best example of whnc‘l:l‘ns };‘l? L Jla.rln
Mosque at Thatta and the Amir Khani Graveyard at Makli Hill. Similarly,



SIND QUARTERLY 56

ts some beautiful designs used on glazed tiles. The
ﬁﬁio&ﬁuedgfgﬁmas well as the colour scheme of these tiles indicate
that the artist was influenced by the examples of the Persian work. However,
whatever the influences and barrowings might have been, the specimens
of art available at the Dabgaran Mosque prove an experiment and capable
handling of material at the disposal of the architect as well as the artists
who were responsible for the creation of this beautiful specimen of the
brick architecture of Sind.

A little rebellion mow and then is a good thing, and as mecessary in the
political world as storms in the physical.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

Self-confidence is the first requisite to great undertakings.
S. JOHNSON

An Ambassador is an homest man sent to lie abroad for his country.

WOTTON SIR HENRY

What do we, as a nation, care about books? How much do you thifnk
we spend altogether on our libraries, public or private, as compared with
what we spend on our horses?

JOHN RUSKIN

No furniture is as charming as books, even if you never open them.
SYDNEY SMITH

L
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_ A DARK PERIOD
IN THE HISTORY OF SIND

.. The history of Sind
fertl_lity.' Upto 712 ADln w
Q}zlxs:m,_ it is almost a blank
5 3 sy
¥ ;1:) ltllfc rca;a.xlgi:entuo hmc-hght? and but for the ruins of Mohan-jo-Daro
i ek Ot mounds, which in their sullen silence speak of tli 1
e l’tl) nown past. Even i it refn&oertyl
s ’th :i’ :g atrtl out-of-the-way province of the Caliphate, wh’ose gove?::)rﬁ’
s e c})):ldy ]sql}qbb]es and local interests, have left us nothing, of
Flichowe, cgitimately feel proud. While the mighty Indus fi
s gh 1ts waters s of Sind scanl

have been har " :
cely unfold any tale of ijts gloriourswlsasaes(:’ the vast solituges of Sid S

Perhaps the most obscure pericd in <
1 peried in Si
the name of Sumira pericd, whose be

2,

of nearly three centuries can hardly be bridged up, as w / istori
c_al records beyond a few indubitable dategs, whirc’ix stang gﬁ:ep?(?m?r;?:g;
like little beacons, that shed their shimmering light over some of its vistas
leaving the rest in utter gloom. Could we ever hope that a daring scholzu:
would arise in the near future, who would rend the dark pall of mystery
and give a gh,mps'e into this abyssmal darkness. Perhaps one day a
chance manuscript in Arabic or Persian may be unearthed, which may
throw an entirely new light on this most obscure period.

We know that Sind, after its conquest by Muhammad b. al-Qasim,
was ruled by a succession of Umayyad and ‘Abbasid governors till 258
A.H. (=871/72A.D.), when its government was handed over by the Caliph
al-Mu'tamid (256-279 A.H.) to Ya'qub, the Saffarid. It remained under the
yoke of this dynasty until its downfall in 287 A.D. at the hands of the
Samanids, who do not seem to have had any control over its destinies.
The Saffarids who were mere adventurers contented themselves with a
huge tribute, which they annually exacted from the feudatory Arab rulers,
known as the Habbarids, who carried on their precarious government till
a little after 375 A.D.=(985 A.D.), when al-Maqdisi visited their capital town
al-Mansurah. Their principality, with the pomp and pelf, seems to have
been snatched away by the redoubtable Mahmud of Ghazna, as asserted
by the historian Ibn Khaldun (1). Heis said to have despatched his general
’Abdu’r-Razzaq to expel the Arabs from Sind and annex it to the Sultanate
of Ghazna, but there is no authority to warrant this assertion, as none of
the generals or ministers of Mahmud bore this name.

(1) History, Vol. II, p. 327
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Nevertheless, there is sufficient evidence that Sind was a tributary
province to the Ghaznawids from the year 417 A.H. (=1026 A.D.) when
the Abbasid Caliph al-Qadir bi'llah (381-422 A.H.) conferred a covenant
and a banner on Mahmud, recognising his authority over Khurasan,
Hmdustap. Nimruz and Khwarizm,(1) right upto the overthrow of the last
Ghaznawid King Khusraw Malik (535 A-H.=1160 A.D.) by Mu'izzu'd-
Din Muhammad Ghuri, who used to look after its affairs on his behalf

. (2). But who were those feudatory chiefs that actually governed Sind
?lmosi_) “l,ll\t'}}’out much interference from Ghazna, Lahore and then lastly
rom Delhi?

We find that in 416 A.H. =(1025 A.D.) Mahmud, while returning
from the sack of Somnath and crossing the perilous desert of Kacch,
passed through Smd'by way of Mansurah, which in those days was the
capital of a Carmathian prince Khafif (3), who fled before his onslaught,
crossed the river Indus and hid himself in a thicket of date-palms, where
he was pursued by the relentless Mahmud, who beleaguered his camp
and slew many of his people. Apparently this pusillanimous prince returned
to his capital, after Mahmud had left the spot and continued his march
through the Indus valley, via Bhatia and Multan, where his army was greatly
harassed and molested by the Jats, who lived along the banks of the
riverz until he reached Ghazna. If Sind had been a province of Ghazna
at this time, the Sindians would have done everything possible to facilitate
his journey. The Sultan was so infuriated by this conduct of the Jats
that he returned in 418 A H. (=1027 A.D.) and inflicted a cruel punishment

on them, destroying their river flotilla, capturi d killi i i
i gode iy pturing and killing their warriors

_Who was this Khafif ? Apparently a chief of the lo line
Sumxrq dynasty, which boasts of 19 monarchs, lincluding twongucens,OSV:IZO
accordingy to the author of the Beglar-Nama, are said to have ruled ovcx"
Sind for 505 years. They claim their descent from? Ali through Muhammad
b, al-Hanafiyyah and ‘are said to have migrated to Sind in the wake
of its conquest by the Arabs, gaining mastery over some portions of the
Delta, during those troublous times of misrule and anarchy paying
nominal allegiance to the Caliphate, whose hold on its far-flung p’rovinces
was already loose. It seems that they had embraced the Carmathian tenets
towards the end of the fourth century, A.H. and had very close relations

?) Zainu'l-Akhbar, p. 87
2) Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, ed, Chaghtai, p. 25.

(3) Dr. Nozim's Mahmud of Ghazna, p. 120. This fact i
or. n's s . 120, s
Gardizi's Zainu l-Akhbar, p. 87 and 1bn’l-Athir, vo{ ix, pfozr’ft%l,’ofv(;fﬁg :25;

hame of this native pri i } ; :
Malxmu{' PR el prince incurs in a Qasida by Farrukhi in praise of

(1) Zainur ~Akhbar, pp. 88-89,

SIND QUARTERLY 59

with the Carmathians of Multan, who had replaced the Banu Munabbif
somewhere between 367 and 375 AH., and who acknowledged the authos
rity of the Fatimid Caliphs of Egypt. Sultan Mahmud and all the rules
that followed him down to the days of Radiyyah were the bitterest foes
of the Carmathians and did their utmost to uproot them, presumably at

the instigation of the puppet caliphs of Baghdad.

In pursuance of this policy, Mahmud fell with a heavy hand on Abu'l-
Futuh Da’ud b. Nasr of Multan in 396 A.H., com ling him to recant his
faith and pay an annual tribute of 20,000,000 dirhams to his coffefs.
401 A.H. again, when he had been informed of Da’ud’s reversion to e
Carmathian creed, he swooped upon Multan and annexed its remaini 3
territory, capturing, Killing and mutilating the Carmathians till they all died,
He carried off Dau'd to Ghazna and confined him in the fortress of Ghurak,
where he languished to death. His son, Da'ud the Younger, was sub-
sequently let off by Mas’ud, without restoring him to parental authotity.

Khafif was perhaps the last of those obscure Sumira chiefs, whase
annals have not come down to us. For in 423 A.H. we find an unex-
pected reference to a strong ruler, by name Shaikh Ibn Sumar Raja Bal,
presumably the man, whom the Sumira traditions regard as their ﬁr.v:t
overlord. In that year the Druze propagandist, Baha'ud’-din al-Mugtana’,
addressed an epistle to this mighty ruler, extolling his virtues and faith
and exhorting him in the following terms:

“Oh, illustrious Raja Bal, arouse your family the Unitarians, and
bring back Da'ud, the Younger, into true religion, for Mas'ud
delivered him from prison and bondage, that you mnght accognplis
the ministry with which you were charged, against "*Abdulla’h, hjl
nephew, and against all the inhabitants of Multan so that the diss
ciples of the doctrines of holiness, and of the unity, might be dxst.m-r;
guished from the party of bewilderment, contradiction, ingenulty.q

and rebellion.” (See Elliot, vol. 1, p. 491)

Now this Ibn Sumar or Sumar is regarded by the Sumira tradition as

i i S as i full bloom

t ruler of the long line of Sumiras, and as he was in the om.
gfl'ehf}ls.spgiver even before 423 A.H. (=1032 A.D.), the assertion of Miﬁ‘
er during the reign of Sutlan:

a that the Sumiras attained to pow ‘ \
mﬁmka@hm (440-444 A.H/ 1949-1052) or that of Farrul\ggad (4;:3-.‘
551) A.H./ 1052-1059 A.D.), as sugges}ed by Haig, must be ‘lscounmcn
The accounts of the various monarchs given in the recent hlstolnﬁs, wrta’ixi»
are generally based on the gerl\cologxgal ](z:bllcsfct)irceis(::lr‘:egn dwcto af:theil'f'
ira families, are, to say the least, absolutely & s, and ¢
Sg?\ggus‘l slom:briqucts. which they are said to have rc?cncdhfronlt ests}ll;
]/a\bbasid or Fatimid Calpiphs. Thc{z dates‘.l of lfhelrortglﬁ?:ma?unob%cﬁxed
s and designedly fabricated; only a few O : ! fliegy
:3&?1r2tcrttan':lly Wbc l%avc already referred to Mahmud's entry into Sind in
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616 AH. We mention here the memorable year of 621 A.H.
(-1222 A.D)), whcn%u’d—din Mangbarni of Khwarizmr eached Daibal,
and its ruler Chanesar (1) fled the capital in boats, It was presumably
the same ruler, whom the author of the Tabagat-i-Nasiri dubs as Malik
Sinanu'd-din Chanesar, Wali-i-Sind was Daibal, who four years later
(i.e. in 625 A.-H. =1228 A.D.) submitted to Nizamu'l-Mulk al-Junaidi*
and accompanied him to the court of Iltutmish at Delhi.

This Sumira ruler, however, should not be confounded with a later
monarch of the same name, who, after an ignonimous reign of 10 years,
was dethroned by his tribesmen in favour of his younger step-brother,
the valliant Dodo, and who appealed to ‘Ala’u’d-din Khalji (695-715
A.H./1296-1315 A.%), to restore him to his ancestral Gadi and thereby
brought about the ruination of his dynasty, which became utterly weakened
and exposed to the attacks of the Sammas, who were gradually coming to
the fore and later on menaced the kingdom of Delhi by allying themselves
with the predatory Mongol hordes. The deeds of Dodo in this unequal
war of attrition are still sung in ballads and inspire the Sindians with
legitimate pride. Although this event is not recorded in the Persian histories
dealing with this period, it may be taken as substantially true.

About two decades before their extinction, we have the eye-witness
account of the Moorish globe-trotter, Ibn Battuta, who visited Sind in
734 AH. (=1333 A.D.), and who has left us a lurid description of their
flourishing town Janani and of the gruesome massacre at Siwistan (Sehwan),

- where Wunnar Sumira ( ?), emboldened by an officer of Muhammad Tughlagq,
viz. Qaisar ar-Rumi, decoyed and slew its Hindu governor, Malik Ratan,

- and then fearing the wrath of this eccentric monarch slunk away to seek
refuge with his tribesmen, leaving the wretched Rumi to his inevitable
doom. He is said to have died soon after as a result of a drunken orgy.

Whether Wunnar was a Sumira as maintained by my friend, Dr. Riazu’l-
Islam, in which case he might beidentified with the lascivious *Umar Sumira,
or a Samma, in which case he might be identified with Unnar Summa, isa
question which still needs clarification. I am inclined to take the latter
view, inasmuch as Ibn Battuta scems to have mistaken him for a Sumira,
since at that time he was the combined chief of both the Sumiras and
Sammas, having been chosen after the assassination of the last but one
Sumira, ruler, Armil, and perhaps acted as the regent for Armil’'s minor
son, Hamir. After his death he seems to* have been succeeded by his
doughty son, Bablna or Banhbina,” who, growing very powerful usurped
the throne, sending Hamir into wilderness to seck the protection of Firozshah

(1) Spelt in the Jahirgushi (V1. II. pp-146-148) as i NG s and in
the Tababat-i-Nasiri (ed. Raverty, p. 123) as S
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It must be remembered that according to the Sumira traditional accoun
it was "Umar Sumira who had given asylum to Taghi, the rebel slave
of Muhammad Tughlag, who came to the vicinity of Thatta, in 752 A.H.
(=1351 A.D.) in order to reclaim the fugitive, but died along with his son
without achieving his object. Both Diya’ Barani and Bakhshi (1), while
narrating this pursuit by Muhammad Tughlaq, categorically state that the
Sultan wanted to punish the Sumira s of Thatta and Damrila, without men-
tioning the name of Sammas (2).

When ten years later (i.e., 762 A.H.) Firuzshah once again came to
Sind for avenging himself on the Sumiras for having sheltered Taghi and for
having molested him in his retreat, the Sumiras had disappeared from the
scene. He had to contend with the Sammas, whose ruler, however, submit-
ted to him through the intercession of their spiritual guide, Sayyid Jalal-
ud'din Bukhari. When the last Sumira ruler lost the remnant of his
power cannot be ascertained with any exactitude. The epistle of ‘Alinu’l-
Mulk Mahru® who was the governor of Sind on behalf of Firuzshah,
to the governor of Gujrat, written in the early years of his reign (1), indi-
cates that Hamir Dodo, the last ruler of the Sumira dynasty, was already
a displaced man and was receiving a handsome salary from the Tughlaq
court. He was being pampered and butteressed against the growing menace
of Jam Babina, who seems to have stormed the capital of Muhammad
Tur and extirpated Hamir, root and branch, somewhere between 752
and 762 A.H. without Firuzshah having come to his succour.

The Sumiras, who ruled over the Delta of Sind for nearly five cen-
turies, and who sometimes extended their territory to Alor and Multan,
disappeared from the arena of history without leaving an y traces behind,
except the debris of some of the towns built by them, which tell the
sad tale of their past glory. The Department of Historical Records and
Archives would do well to ransack the existing libraries in Sind and Multan,
so that they might perchance stumble upon a hidden manuscript, which
may enable us to reconstruct the history of this benighted period.

(1) See Ta'rikh-i-Firuzshahi, pp. 519, 523, 524, and Tabagat-i-Akbari,
Vol. I, p. 223, On p. 523, howevern Bareni say that Taghi flod from Karnal
and joined the Jam at Thatta, presumably Bauhbina, who was acting as
Hamiers regent.

(1) A relevant extract from this epistle has been translated by Dr. Riazul-
Islam in a paper contributed to the Islamic Culture.
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A room without books is as a body without a soul,

A good book is
treasured up om p

' One should always play

LORD AVEBURY

the precious life-blood of a master Spirit, embalmed and
urpose to a life beyond life.

JOHN MILTON

fairly when one has the winning cards,

OSCAR WILDE

The life given by mature is short; but the memory of a well i
‘is 5 : ry well spent life

If you live
he world’s op

For laws are
- meed of good

according to nature, you will never be Poor; if according to

mion, you will never be rich,

necessary that good manners may
manners that laws may be maintained

T ——

CICERO

EPICURUS

¢

be Preserved, so there

MACHIAVELLY

WOMAN
CLASSICAL ARAB CONCEPTION

PHYSICAL

With camel’s slender and tapering neck, opalesque,
bevine, buxom, bulbous, humptious of magnificient chest and
abundant bossom, radiant eyes and devastating looks, of feline
gestures, of serpentine hair, of creeping hands and nibbling
fingers, of gorgeous cheeks, agile lips and voluptuous mouth
that speaks, squeaks, mutters, thunders and threatens simul-
tancously, of exquisite waist when she approaches and of tremen-
dous and eloquent buttocks when she racedes, of tender feet, of
shapely form and unstable legs which bravely balance and
laboriously carry the entire swinging edifice and oscillating
upper encumberance.

IDEALISTIC

This nature’s superb and quaint essence of creation,
this marvel of love and attachment, this ocean of nobility,
feelings and emotions, this mountain of vanity frailty and
caprice, this desert of cruelty terror and hate, this bundle of
foolishness, this ruler of hearts, generator of sentiments, inspirer of
of adventure, valour and sacrifice, this begetter of humanity,
this reward, this blessing, this misery of man, this complexity and
beauty, vivacious, bellicose, boisterous, this talisman, this
charm, this enigma, this abode of peace, this harbinger of
disaster, this very entrance to and exist from heaven and hell.
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““SIND—LAND OF REGENDS"

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

Laden with legend and ringing with history, SIND, The gateway of
Islam, has a spell of its own. A land of deserts and rivers, green pas-
tures and golden sand, Sind presents a unique picture of contrasts,
Its people are hard working and pleasant, romantic and chivalrous.

While this has been a land of warriors and despots, it has also been
prominent for its scholars and poets who have continuously lent serenity
and softness to its rugged surface. Buried in its sand-dunes are remark-
able stories of love, rivalries, braveries and betrayals.

A cradle of civilization, the cultural suprcmacy of Sind dates back
to pre-historic times. The legends of Sind are, in fact, a treasure, embal-
med in tales of splerdour, About seven such legends have been immorta-
lized by the celebrated poct of Sind, Shah Abdul Latif, who has left an
indelible impression on the minds of all of us, His stories of valour, love
and patriotism like Noori-Jam Tamachi, Sasui—Punhoon, Mumal-Rano,
Leela—Chanesar, Umar-Marvj are a pride and delight for every Sindhi
educated or uneducated, poor or rich, man and woman’, old or young.

————

Extract form introduction to a book in 1970.  In his de;z;lx he lza(l\tlz;
honour of adding another legend to Sind history,






